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PREFACE. 

A NEW EDITION of the "Naval Laws" has been rendered 
necessary by the many changes that have been made since their 
last publication, and especially by the very important Congres- 
sional legislation of the past twelve years upon these subjects, 
which being scattered through the XJ. S. Statutes at Large, 
is generally out of the reach of those who have most frequent 
occasion to refer to it. 

This work contains all the laws which have been passed in rela- 
tion to the Navy and Marine Corps since the formation of the 
Grovernment, arranged in chronological order, with full notes and 
references, embracing decisions of the Supreme Court in many 
cases, and a copious index and table of contents. The laws now 
in force are printed in larger type than those out of existence, but 
nearly all are published in extenso, to show the gradations through 
which these branches of our military service have passed to their 
present condition. The chapter numbers correspond with those 
of the Statutes at Large, and reference is given, at the head of 
each act, to the volume and page of that work where the original 
may be found. 

The "Neutrality act," and the acts relating to the "Slave 
TRADE," being very interesting at this time, are inserted with ample 
notes. The Resolutions of each session follow the Acts. The 
sessions terminate with a line across the page, and double par- 
allel lines show the end of each Congress. 

Having had the aid of several experienced officers, and access 
to the best sources of information, in the preparation of this edi- 
tion, the compilers flatter themselves that they have produced a 
work equal to the expectations of those who encouraged it, and 
that they have made it what it was their earnest desire it should 
be — a complete history of the Naval legislation of the United 
States, to be safely relied upon, for correctness, in every particular. 

Washinstok, D. C, Janimry i, 1859. 
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1826, May 13. Ees. 2. Eesolution expressive of the sense of Congress 

of the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Duncan, of the United 

States navy 273 

" May 22. Ees. 5. Eesolution directing surveys and estimates 

for dry docks 273 

NINETEENTH CONGEESS— Second Session. 

1827, March 3. Chap. 94. An act for the gradual improvement of 

the navy of the United States 273 

EESOLUTION. 

182T, Jan'y 24. Ees. 1. Eesolution directing the Secretary of the 
Navy to apply to the Government of Pennsylvania for juris- 
diction over certain lands at the navy yard, Philadelphia 274 
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1828, Jan'y 25. Chap. 2. An act to prevent defalcations on the part 

of the disbursing agents of the Government, and for other 
purposes 275 

" May 23. Chap. 72. An act to provide for extending the term 
of certain pensions, chargeable on the navy and privateer 
pension fund 275 

" May 24. Chap. 104. An act to increase the pay of lieutenants 

in the navy 275 

" May 24. Chap. 121. An act for the better organization of the 

medical department of the navy of the United States 276 

TWENTIETH CONGRESS— feonJ Session. 

1829, Jan'y 21. Chap. 7. An act to amend an act, entitled "An act 

for the better organization of the medical department of the 
navy," approved 24th May, 1828 277 

TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS— J^Vrsi Session. 

1830, April 24. Chap. 80. An act for the relief of the widows and 

orphans of the oflScers, seamen, and marines, of the sloop of 
war Hornet 277 

EESOLUTION. 

1880, May 29. Kes. 6. Eesolution in relation to the compensation of 

officers of the marine corps 278 

TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS— Second Session. 

1831, Feb'y 3. Chap. 15. An act to authorize the construction of 

three schooners for the naval service of the United States 278 

" March 2. Chap. 57. An act making appropriations for naval 
service for the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
one 278 

" March 2. Chap. 66. An act to provide for the punishment of 
offences committed in cutting, destroying, or removing live 
oak, and other timber or trees, reserved for naval purposes... 279 

1832, May 19. Chap. 80. An act authorizing the revision and exten- 

sion of the rules and regulations of the naval service 281 

" June 28. Chap. 151. An act further to extend the pension [s] 
heretofore granted to the widows of persons killed, or who 

died in the naval service 281 

" July 3. Chap. 154. An act to authorize the President of the 
United States to direct transfers of appropriation in the 

naval service, under certain circumstances 281 

" July 10. Chap. 187. An act to provide for paying certain 
arrearages for surveys made by naval officers, and for other 
purposes 282 
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1832, July 10. Chap. 190. An act authorizing the construction of 
naval hospitals at the navy yards at Charlestown, Massachu- 
■ setts, Brooklyn, New York, and Pensacola 282 

July 10. Chap. 191. An act to carry into effect the act to pro- 
vide for a survey of the coast of the United States 283 

July 10. Chap. 192. An act to provide iron tanks for the use of 
the navy of the United States 288 

July 10. Chap. 194. An act for the regulation of the navy and 
privateer pension and navy hospital funds 284 

July 14. Chap. 222. An act to provide for completing the 
removal and erection of the naval monument. 285 

July 14. Chap. 223. An act concerning certain officers of the 
marine corps 285 

July 14. Chap. 236. An act for the relief of the invalid pen- 
sioners of the United States 285 

EESOLUTIONS. 

1832, FeVy 10. Ees. 1. Eesolution empowering the Secretary of the 

Navy to settle certain contracts, and to relinquish certain 

forfeitures 285 

" May 25. Ees. 3. Eesolution respecting the pay of the marines. 286 

TWENTY-SECOND CONGRESS— &conrf Session. 

1833, Peh'y 20. Chap. 39. An act making appropriations for the 

naval service for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-three 286 

" March 2. Chap. 54. An act making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-three 287 

" March 2. Chap. 67. An act in addition to the act for the 

gradual improvement of the navy , of the United States 287 

" March 2. Chap. 68. An act to improve the condition of the 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the army and 
marine corps of the United States, and to prevent desertion.. 288 

" March 2. Chap. 131. An act for the relief of the widows and 
orphans of the officers and seamen who were lost in the 
United States schooner, the Sylph 288 

TWENTY-THIED CONGRESS— J?\>rf Session. 

1834, June 19. Chap. 55. An act further to extend the term of cer- 

tain pensions chargeahle on the privateer pension fund 289 

" June 28. Chap. 100. An act to enable the President to make 
an arrangement with the Government of Prance in relation 
to certain Preuch seamen killed or wounded at Toulon, and 

their families 289 

" June 30. Chap. 132. An act for the better organization of the 

United States "marine corps" 290 
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1834, June 30. Chap. 134. An act concerning navy pensions, and 

the navy pension fund 292 

" June 80. Chap. 142. An act maldng certain allowances, and 
granting certain arrearages, to the captains and subalterns 
of the United States corps of marines 293 

" June 30. Chap. 152. An act authorizing the purchase of live 
oak frames for a frigate and sloop of war, and for other naval 
purposes 293 

" June 80. Chap. 158. An act to provide for rebuilding the 

frigate Congress 294 

" June 80. Chap. 160. An act authorizing the Secretary of the 

Navy to make experiments for the safety of the steam engine 294 

" June 80. Chap. 171. An act to authorize the President of the 
United States to direct transfers of appropriations in the 
naval service, under certain circumstances 294 

TWENTY-THIED CONGRESS— ^coni? Session. 

1835, March 3. Chap. 27. An act to regulate the pay of the navy of 

the United States 295 

" March 8. Chap. 47. An act authorizing the construction of a 

dry dock for the naval service 299 

TWENTY-FOUETH CONGRESS— J?Vrs< Session. 

1836, May 9. Chap. 59. An act making appropriations for the civil 

and diplomatic expenses of Government for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six 300 

" May 14. Chap. 61. An act making appropriations for the naval 

service for the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six 300 

" May 20. Chap. 77. An act explanatory of the act, entitled "An 
act to prevent defalcations on the part of disbursing agents 
of the Government, and for other purposes" 800 

TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS— &(;o?j(7 Session. 

1837, March 2. Chap. 21. An act to provide for the enlistment of 

boys for the naval service, and to extend the term of the 
enlistment of seamen 301 

" March 3. Chap. 30. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-seven 802 

" March 3. Chap. 32. An act to change the titles of certain offi- 
cers in the navy 302 

" March 3. Chap. 38. An act for the more equitable administra- 
tion of the navy pension fund 303 
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1837, Dec'r 22. Chap. 1. An act to authorize the President of the 
United States to cause the puhlic vessels to cruise upon the 
coast in the winter season, and to relieve distressed naviga- 
tors 304 

TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS— r/wVrf Session. 

1839, March 3. Chap. 82. An act making appropriations for the 

civil and diplomatic expenses of Government, for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine 304 

" March 3. Chap. 89. An act giving to the President of the 
United States additional powers for the defence of the United 
States, in certain cases, against invasion, and for other pur- 
poses 305 

" March 3. Chap. 95. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-nine 305 

TWENTY-SIXTH CON G^'ESS— First Session. 

1840, March 4. Chap. 4. An act to continue the office of commis- 

sioner of pensions, and to transfer the pension business, here- 
tofore transacted in the navy department, to that office 306 

" June 19. Chap. 89. An act making provisions for the payment 
of pensions to the executors or administrators of deceased 
pensioners in certain cases 307 

" July 20. Chap. 51. An act making appropriations for the naval 

service for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty... 307 

TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS— i^t>«< Session. 

1841, August 1. Chap. 4. An act making appropriation for the pay, 

subsistence, &c., of a home squadron 309 

" August 16. Chap. 8. An act to provide for the payment of 

navy pensions 309 

" Sept. 11. Chap. 21. An act making appropriation for the pur- 
chase of naval ordnance and ordnance stores, and for other 
purposes 310 

EESOLUTIONS. 

1841, Sept. 11. Pes. 5. A resolution in relation to the purchase of 
domestic water-rotted hemp for the use of the United States 

navy 310 

" Sept. 11. Pes. 6. Joint resolution making it the duty of the 
Attorney General to examine into the titles of the lands or 
sites for the purpose of erecting thereon armories, and other 
public works and buildings, and for other purposes 310 
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1842, April 14. Chap. 22. An act authorizing the construction of a 

war steamer for harbor defence 312 

" August 4. Chap. 121. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-two 312 

" August 23. Chap. 183. An act making appropriations for the 
support of the army, and of the military academy for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-two 313 

" August 23. Chap. 189. An act making an appropi.iation to 

supply the deficiency in the navy pension fund 313 

" August 26. Chap. 202. An act legalizing and making appro- 
priations for such necessary objects as have been usually in- 
cluded in the general appropriation bills, without authority 
of law, and to fix and provide for certain incidental expenses 
of the departments and oflices of the government, and for 
other purposes 314 

" August 26. Chap. 204. An act to provide for publishing an ac- 
count of the discoveries made by the exploring expedition, 
under the command of Lieutenant "Wilkes, of the United 
States navy 316 

" August 26. Chap. 206. An act to regulate the pay of pursers 

and other otHcers of the navy 316 

" August 29. Chap. 228. An act to provide an insane hospital 

for the District of Columbia 320 

" August 29. Chap. 267. An act to establish and regulate the 

navy ration 320 

" August 29. Chap. 268. An act authorizing the Secretary of the 
Navy to contract for the purchase, for the United States, the 
right to use Babbit's anti-attrition metal 322 

" August 31. Chap. 276. An act concerning Professors of Mathe- 
matics in the navy of the United States 322 

" August 31. Chap. 277. An act to authorize the construction of 
a depot for charts and instruments of the navy of the United 
States 323 

" August 31. Chap. 279. An act to regulate the appointment 

and pay of engineers in the navy of the United States 323 

" August 31. Chap. 286. An act to reorganize the navy depart- 
ment of the United States 325 

RESOLUTION. 

1842, August 31. Ees. 12. Joint resolution authorizing experiments 
to be made for the purpose of testing Samuel Colt's Subma- 
rine battery, and for other purposes 327 
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1843, Match 3. Chap. 83. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the half calendar year heginning the 1st 
day of January, and ending the 80th day of June, 1843 ; and 
for the fiscal year beginning the 1st day of July, 1843, and 
ending the 30th day of June, 1844 328 

" March 3. Chap. 89. An act to provide for carrying into effect 
the treaty between the United States and Great Britain, con- 
cluded at Washington on the ninth day of August, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-two 329 

" March 3. Chap. 93. An act authorizing an examination and 

survey of the harbor of Memphis, in Tennessee 330 

" March 3. Chap. 94. An act to modify the act, entitled "An 
act to provide for the better security of the lives of passen- 
gers on board of vessels propelled in whole or in part by 
steam," approved July 7, 1838 331 

" March 8. Chap. 100. An act making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th day of June, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-four 331 

EESOLUTION. 

1843, Feb'y 18. Ees. 2. Joint resolution to establish agencies for 

water-rotted hemp 332 

TWENTY-EIGHTH GO'S GUESS— Mrst Session. 

1844, Peb'y 23. Chap. 3. An act to authorize the President of the 

United States to direct transfers of appropriation in the 
naval service, under certain circumstances 333 

" April 22. Chap. 14. An act making an appropriation of cer- 
tain moneys in the Treasury for the naval service 333 

" April 30. Chap. 15. An act making appropriations for the 
payment of revolutionary and other pensioners of the United 
States, for the fiscal year ending on the thirtieth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-five 333 

" June 3. Chap. 37. An act directing a disposition of the maps 

and charts of the survey of the coast 334 

" June 15. Chap. 52. An act to establish a navy yard and depot 
at or adjacent to the city of Memphis, on the Mississippi 
river, in the State of Tennessee 334 

" June 15. Chap. 53. An act for the relief of the widows and 
orphans of the officers, seamen and marines of the United 
States schooner Grampus, and for other purposes 385 

" June 15. Chap. 59. An act to test the utility of the submarine 

telescope 335 
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1844, June 17. Chap. 105. An act making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for the fiscal 
year ending the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and 

forty-five, and for other purposes 336 

" June 17. Chap. 107. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the fiscal year ending the thirtieth day of 
June, eighteen hundred and forty-five 337 

EESOLUTION. 

1844, June 17. Kes. 18. Joint resolution tendering the thanks of 

Congress to the British authorities at Gibraltar, and the com- 
mander, officers, and crew of her Britannic Majesty's ship 
Malabar 338 

TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS— &co?i(? Session. 

1845, Peb'y 20. Chap. 15. An act restricting the grant of pensions 

in certain cases , 339 

" !Peb'y 20. Chap. 17. An act to amend the act, entitled "An act 
to provide for the enlistment of boys for the naval service, 
and to extend the term of enlistment of seamen" 339 

" Jeb'y 26. Chap. 26. An act to amend the act, entitled "An 
act making appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal 
year ending the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-five" 340 

" March 3. Chap. 41. An act renewing certain naval pensions 

for the term of five years 340 

" March 3. Chap. 71. An act making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the government for the year end- 
ing the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-six, and for other purposes 341 

" March 3. Chap. 77. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending the thirtieth June, eighteen 
hundred and forty-six 341 

EBSOLUTIONS. 

1845, Feb'y 13. Ees. 3. A resolution to suspend a part of the third 

section of the joint resolution of the eleventh of September, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, relating to armo- 
ries 344 

" Feb'y 20. Ees. 5. A resolution for distributing the work on the 

exploring expedition 344 

TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS— J^'mi Session. 

1846, March 30. Chap. 11. An act to authorize the Secretary of the 

Navy to contract for the purchase of American water-rotted 
hemp for the use of the navy 345 
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1846, May 30. Chap. 16. An act providing for tlie prosecution of the 
existing war between the United States and the Kepuhlic of 
Mexico 345 

" July 29. Chap. 66. An act in relation to the payment of claims 345 

" August 8. Chap. 100. An act to provide for the distribution of 
the edition of the laws and treaties of the United States, 
published by Little & Brown, under the provisions of the 
resolution of Congress, approved March third, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-five, and for other purposes 346 

" August 8. Chap. 169. An act to enable the Secretary of the 
Navy to purchase the right of using Mix's patent manger 
stopper 347 

" August 10. Chap. 175. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending on the thirtieth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven 347 

" August 10. Chap. 176. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-seven 348 

EESOLUTION. 

1846, July 15. Kes. 10. A resolution supplementary to the resolu- 

tion of February twentieth, eighteen hundred and forty-five, 
for distributing the works of the exploring expedition 350 

TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS— feorei Session. 

1847, March 2. Chap. 40. An act for the increase of the marine 

corps of the United States 350 

" March 3. Chap. 48. An act making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year ending the thirtieth June, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-eight 351 

" March 3. Chap. 49. An act making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of navy pensions for the year ending thirtieth June, 
eighteen hundred and forty-eight 354 

" March 3. Chap. 51. An act for the punishment of piracy in 

certain cases 355 

" March 3. Chap. 62. An act providing for the building and 

equipment of four naval steamships 355 

EESOLUTIONS. 

1847, March 3. Ees. 10. A resolution authorizing the employment 
of the United States ships Macedonian and Jamestown in 
transporting provisions for the famishing poor of Ireland 

and Scotland 358 

" March 3. Kes. 11. A joint resolution relative to the prepara- 
tion and presentation of medals to certain French, British 
and Spanish officers 356 
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1848, March 21. Chap. 22. An act for the relief of the heirs of John 

Paul Jones 357 

" June 26. Chap. 72. An act to amend the act entitled "An act 
for the regulation of seamen on board the public and private 
vessels of the United States," passed the third of March, 
eighteen hundred and thirteen 357 

" June 29. Chap. 79 An act to amend the act to provide for the 
transportation of the mail between the United States and 
foreign countries, and for other purposes 358 

-" August 3. Chap. 121. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending the thirtieth June, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-nine 358 

" August 11. Chap. 155. An act renewing certain naval pensions 
and extending the benefits of existing law^, respecting naval 
pensions, to engineers, firemen, and coal heavers in the navy, 
and to their widows 363 

■" August 11. Chap. 166. An act making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of government for the year 
ending the thirtieth June, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-nine, and for other purposes 365 

" August 14. Chap. 176. An act making appropriations for light 
houses, light boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the erec- 
tion and establishment of the same 365 

" August 14. Chap. 179. An act for the relief of the widows and 
orphans of the ofiicers, seaiiien, and marines, of the brig of 
war Somers 366 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1848, May 9. Res. 6. A resolution respecting contracts for hemp for 

the use of the American navy 367 

" August 7. Res. 22. Joint resolution of thanks to the officers, 

sailors and marines of the United States navy 367 

" August 10. Ees. 24. Joint resolution concerning certain por- 
tions of the marine and ordnance corps 367 

THIRTIETH CONGRESS— -Seconrf Session. 

1849, Feb'y 1. Chap. 37. An act for the relief of the forward officers 

of the late exploring expedition 368 

" Feb'y 22. Chap. 61. An act for authenticating certain records.. 368 
" March 3. Chap. 103. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one 

thousand eight hundred and fifty 369 

" March 3. Chap. 126. An act to provide for the settlement of 
the accounts of public officers and others ^^ ho may have re- 
ceived moneys arising from military contributions or other- 
wise, in Mexico 372 
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1849, March 3. Ees. 17. Joint resolution for the relief of pursers in 

the navy, as to expenditures made in pursuance of orders 

during the war with Mexico, and for other purposes 372 

" March 3. Ees. 19. Joint resolution for the purchase of copies 

of the general Navy Register and Laws 373 

THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS— ^sVs< Session. 

1850, Sept. 28. Chap. 80. An act making appropriations for the naval 

service for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-one 373 

RESOLUTION. 

1850, May 2. Ees. 7. Joint resolution authorizing the President of 

the United States to accept and attach to the navy two vessels, 
offered hy "Henry Grinnell, Esq., of New Tork, to he sent to 
the Arctic Seas in search of Sir John Franklin and his com- 
panions '. 375 

THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS— feoraiZ Session. 

1851, March 3. Chap. 34. An act making appropriations for the 

naval service for the year ending the thirtieth June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-two 376 

THIRTY-SECOND CONGRESS— .«>«!; Session. 

1852, July 21. Chap. 66. An act to supply deficiencies in the appro- 

priations for the service of the fiscal year ending the thirtieth 
of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two 378 

" August 31. Chap. 108. An act making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the government for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
three, and for other purposes 378 

" August 31. Chap. 109. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service, for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three 379 

" August 31. Chap. 112. An act making appropriations for light 
houses, light-hoats, huoys, &c., and providing for the erec- 
tion and estahlishment of the same, and for other purposes... 382 

THIRTY-SECOND GOT^ GUESS— Second Session. 

1853, March 3. Chap. 97. An act making appropriations for the civil 

and diplomatic expenses of Government for the year ending 
the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
four 385 
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1853, March 3. Chap. 102. An act making appropriations for the 

naval service for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one 

thousand eight hundred and fifty-four 385 

" March 8. Chap. 104. An act maldng appropriations for the 
current and contingent expenses of the Indian department, 
&o., for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-four 386 

THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS— i?V«« Session. 

1854, April 6. Chap. 32. An act to authorize the construction of six 

first class steam frigates, and for other purposes 387 

" Aug. 5. Chap. 268. An act making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five 387 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1854, March 27. Res. 8. Joint resolution relative to hids for pro- 

visions, clothing, and small stores, for the use of the navy... 389 
" June 29. Res. 14. A resolution giving the consent of Congress 
to the acceptance by Lieutenant M. F. Maury, of the navy, 

of a gold medal from His Majesty the King of Sweden 389 

" August 4. Res. 24. A joint resolution directing the presenta- 
tion of a medal to Commander Duncan N. Ingraham 390 

THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS— -S'ccona; Session. 

1855, Peb'y 28. Chap. 127. An act to promote the efficiency of the 

navy 390 

" March 2. (;hap. 136. An act to provide a more efficient dis- 
cipline for the navy 391 

" March 3. Chap. 175. An act making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 
ending thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, and 
for other purposes 395 

" March 3. Chap. 198. An act making appropriations fbr the 
naval service for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-six 895 

" March 8. Chap. 199. An act to organize an institution for the 
insane of the army and navy, and of the District of Colum- 
bia, in the said district 897 

" March 3. Chap. 207. An act in addition to certain acts grant- 
ing bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United States 899 

RESOLUTION. 

1855, Feb'y 3. Res. 7. A resolution respecting the Arctic expedition, 

commanded by passed assistant surgeon E. K. Kane 400 
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1856, August 1. Chap. 73. An act for the relief of the widows and 
orphans of the ofBcers, seamen, and marines of the United 

States sloop of war Albany, and for other purposes 401 

" August 16. Chap. 122. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending the thirtieth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven 402 

THIRTY-FOURTH CONGRESS— Accent? Session. 

EESOLUTIONS. 

1856, August 28. Kes. 1. A resolution authorizing the purchase and 

restoration to the British government of theship " Eesolute," 
late of the British navy 402 

" August 30. Ees. 2. A resolution authorizing the acceptance of 

certain medals from foreign governments 403 

" August 30. Kes. 3. A resolution allowing Doctor E. K. Kane, 
and the officers associated with him in their late expedition 
to the Arctic seas, in search of Sir John Franklin, to accept 
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Britain as it may please to present 404 

THIRTY-FOURTH GO'S GRIISS— Third Session. 

1857, Jan'y 16. Chap. 12. An act to amend an act entitled "An act 

to promote the efficiency of the navy" 404 
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navy depot on Blythe Island, at Brunswick, on the coast of 
Georgia, and for other purposes 407 

" Feb'y 7. Chap. 86. An act supplementary to an act to organize 
an institution for the insane of the army and navy, and of 
the District of Columbia, in the said district, approved March 
third, eighteen hundred and fifty-five 407 

" March 3. Chap. 111. An act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending the thirtieth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-eight 410 

" March 3. Chap. 114. An act to amend an act entitled "An act 
to provide for the better organization of the Treasury, and 
for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement 
of the public revenue 413 

EESOLUTIONS. 

1857, March 3. Ees. 15. Joint resolution for the presentation of 

medals to Dr. Kane, his ofiicers and men 414 

" March 3. Ees. 16. A resolution allowing Commander Henry 
J. Hartstene, of the United States Navy, Lieutenant S. D. 
Tronchard, Master Morrison, and the petty officers and crew 
of the steamer "Vixen," to accept certain tokens of ac- 
knowledgment from the government of Great Britain 414 
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1858, May 4. Chap. 25. An act to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the fiscal year ending the thirtieth 

of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight 415 

" June 12. Chap. 143. An act making appropi-iatious for the 
naval service for the year ending the thirtieth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-nine 416 
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"We, the people of tlie United States, in order to form a more perfect 
union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings 
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United States of America. 



AETICLE I. 

Section 1. 

1. All legislative powers herein granted, shall be vested 
in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of 
a Senate and House of Eepresentatives. 

Section 2. 

1. The House of Eepresentatives shall be composed of 
members chosen every second year by the people of the 
several states; and the electors in each state shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous 
branch of the state legislature. 

2. ISTo person shall be a Eepresentative who shall not 
have attained to the age of twenty-five years, and been 
seven years a citizen of the United States, and who shall 
not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that state in which 
he shall be chosen. 

3. Eepresentatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several states which may be included within this 
union, according to their respective numbers, which shall 
be determined by adding to the whole number of free per 
sons, including those bound to service for a term of years, 
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and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other 
persons. The actual enumeration shall be made within 
three years after the first meeting of the Congress of the 
United States, and within every subsequent term of ten 
years, in such manner as they shall by law direct. The 
number of representatives shall not exceed one for every 
thirty thousand, but each state shall have at least one rep- 
resentative ; and until such enumeration shall be made, the 
state of New Sampshire shall be entitled to choose three ; 
Massachusetts eight; Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tions one ; Connecticut five ; New York six ; New Jersey four ; 
Pennsylvania eight ; Delaware one ; Maryland six ; Virginia 
ten ; North Carolina five ; South Carolina five ; and Georgia 
three. 

4. "When vacancies happen in the representation from 
any state, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs 
of election to fill such vacancies. 

5. The House of Eepresentatives shall choose their Speaker 
and other of&cers, and shall have the sole power of im- 
peachment. 

Section 3. 

1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of 
two Senators from each state, chosen by the legislature 
thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. 

2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in conse- 
quence of the first election, they shall be divided, as equally 
as may be, into three classes. The seats of the Senators 
of the first class, shall be vacated at the expiration of the 
second year, of the second class at the expiration of the 
fourth year, and of the third class at the expiration of the 
sixth year, so that one-third may be chosen every second 
year ; and if vacancies happen by resignation or otherwise, 
during the recess of the legislature of any state, the execu- 
tive thereof may make temporary appointments until the 
next meeting of the legislature, which shall then fill such 
vacancies. 

3. No person shall be a Senator who shall not have at- 
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tained to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citi- 
zen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, 
be an inhabitant of that state for which he shall be chosen. 

4. The Yice-President of the United States shall be Presi- 
dent of the Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be 
equally divided. 

5. The Senate shall choose their other of&cers, and also 
a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice-Presi- 
dent, or when he shall exercise the of&ce of President of 
the United States. 

6. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all im- 
peachments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be 
on oath or afiirmation. "When the President of the United 
States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside ; and no per- 
son shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds 
of the members present. 

7. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend 
further than to removal from office, and disqualification to 
hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust, or profit, under 
the United States ; but the party convicted shall neverthe- 
less be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and 
punishment, according to law. 

Section 4. 

1. The times, places, and manner of holding elections for 
Senators and Eepresentatives, shall be prescribed in each 
state by the legislature thereof; but the Congress may, at 
any time, by law, make or alter such regulations, except as 
to the places of choosing Senators. 

2, The Congress shall assemble at least once in every 
year, and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in De- 
cember, unless they shall by law appoint a different day. 

Section 5. 

1. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns, 
and qualifications, of its own members ; and a majority of 
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eacli shall constitute a quorum to do business ; but a smaller 
number may adjourn from day to day, and may be author- 
ized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such 
manner, and under such penalties as each house may pro- 
vide. 

2. Each house may determine the rules of its proceed- 
ings, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and with 
the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member. 

3. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and from time to time publish the same, excepting such 
parts as may in their judgment require secrecy ; and the 
yeas and nays of the members of either house on any ques- 
tion, shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be 
entered on the journal. 

4. Neither house, during the session of Congress, shall, 
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than that in which the 
two houses shall be sitting. 

Section 6. 

1. The Senators and Eepresentatives shall receive a com- 
pensation for their services, to be ascertained by law, and 
paid out of the treasury of the United States. They shall, 
in all cases, except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, 
be privileged from arrest during their attendance at the ses- 
sion of their respective houses, and in going to or return- 
ing from the same ; and for any speech or debate in either 
house, they shall not be questioned in any other place. 

2. No Senator or Eepresentative shall, during the time for 
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil ofi&ce under 
the authority of the United States, which shall have been 
created or the emoluments whereof shall have been in- 
creased during such time ; and no person holding any office 
under the United States, shall be a member of either house 
during his continuance in office. 
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Section 7. 

1. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in tlie 
House of Eepresentatives ; but the Senate may propose or 
concur witli amendments as on other bills. 

2. Every bill which shall have passed the House of Eep- 
resentatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a law, 
be presented to the President of the United States ; if he 
approve he shall sign it ; but if not, he shall return it, with 
his objections, to the house in which it shall have origi- 
nated, who shall enter the objections at large on their 
journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such recon- 
sideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree to pass the 
bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the 
other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, 
and if approved by two-thirds of that house, it shall be- 
come a law. But, in all such cases, the votes of both 
houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the persons voting for and against the bill, shall 
be entered on the journal of each house respectively. If 
any bill shall not be returned by the President within ten 
days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented 
to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the Congress by their adjournment pre- 
vent its return, in which case it shall not be a law. 

3. Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concur- 
rence of the Senate and House of Eepresentatives may be 
necessary, (except on a question of adjournment,) shall be 
presented to the President of the United States ; and before 
the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or 
being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds 
of the Senate and House of Eepresentatives, according to 
the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill. 

Section 8. 

The Congress shall have power — 

1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises ; 
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to pay the debts and provide for tlie common defence and 
general welfare of the United States ; but all duties, im- 
posts, and excises, shall be uniform tbrougbout the United 
States : 

2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States : 

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the several states, and with the Indian tribes : 

4. To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and 
uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout 
the United States : 

5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of 
foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures : 

6. To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the 
securities and current coin of the United States : 

7. To establish post of&ces and post roads : 

8. To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by 
securing for limited times, to authors and inventors, the 
exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries : 

9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court : 
to define and punish piracies and felonies committed on 
the high seas, and offences against the law of nations : 

10. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, 
and make rules concerning captures on land and water : 

11. To raise and support armies ; but no appropriation 
of money to that use, shall be for a longer term than two 
years : 

12. To provide and maintain a navy : 

13. To make rules for the government and regulation of 
the land and naval forces : 

14. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel 
invasions : 

15. To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining 
the militia, and for governing such part of them as may be 
employed in the ser-vice of the United States, reserving to 
the states respectively, the appointment of the ofl&cers, and 
the authority of training the militia according to the dis- 
cipline prescribed by Congress : 
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16. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatso- 
ever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as 
may, by cession of particular states, and the acceptance of 
Congress, become the seat of government of the United 
States, and to exercise like authority over all places pur- 
chased, by the consent of the legislature of the state in 
which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, maga- 
zines, arsenals, dockyards, and other needful buildings : and, 

17. To make all laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, 
and all other powers vested by this constitution in the 
government of the United States, or in any department or 
ofi&cer thereof. 

Section 9. 

1. The migration or importation of such persons as any 
of the states now existing shall think proper to admit, shall 
not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year one 
thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may 
be imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten dollars 
for each person. 

2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not 
be suspended, unless when, in case of rebellion or invasion, 
the public safety may require it. 

3. No bill of attainder or ex post facto law, shall be 
passed. 

4. No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless 
in proportion to the census or enumeration herein before 
directed to be taken. 

5. No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from 
any state. No preference shall be given by any regulation 
of commerce or revenue to the ports of one state over 
those of another ; nor shall vessels bound to or from one 
state be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another. 

6. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in 
consequence of appropriations made by law ; and a regular 
statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of 
all public money, shall be published from time to time. 
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7. No title of nobility shall be granted by tbe United 
States, and no person holding any office of profit or trust 
under them, shall, without the consent of the Congress, 
accept of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any 
kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state. 

Section 10. 

1. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or con- 
federation ; grant letters of marque or reprisal ; coin money; 
emit bills of credit ; make any thing but gold and silver 
coin a tender in payment of debts ; pass any bill of at- 
tainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation 
of contracts ; or grant any title of nobility. 

2. No state shall, without the consent of the Congress, 
lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except 
what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspec- 
tion laws ; and the net produce of all duties and imposts, 
laid by any state on imports or exports, shall be for the 
use of the treasury of the United States, and all such laws 
shall be subject to the revision and control of the Con- 
gress. No state shall, without the consent of Congress, 
lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or ships of war in 
time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with 
another state, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, 
unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as 
will not admit of delay. 

AETICLE II. 
Section 1. 

1. The executive power shall be vested in a President of 
the United States of America. He shall hold his office 
during the term of four years, and, together with the Yiee- 
President, chosen for the same term, be elected as follows : 

2. Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legis- 
lature thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to 
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tlie wliole number of Senators and Eepresentatives to "wMch 
the state may be entitled in tlie Congress ; but no Senator 
or Eepresentative, or person holding an of&ce of trust or 
profit under the United States, shall be appointed an 
elector. 

3. [The electors shall meet in their respective states, and 
vote by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall 
not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves. 
And they shall make a list of all the persons voted for, 
and the number of votes for each ; which list they shall 
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the 
government of the United States, directed to the President 
of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the 
presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open 
all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted. 
The person having the greatest number of votes shall be 
the President, if such number be a majority of the whole 
number of electors appointed ; and if there be more than 
one who have such majority, and have an equal number of 
votes, then the House of Eepresentatives shall immediately 
choose, by ballot, one of them for President; and if no 
person have a majority, then from the five highest on the 
list, the said house shall, in like manner, choose the Presi- 
dent. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be 
taken by states, the representation from each state having 
one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a 
member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a 
majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. 
In every case, after the choice of the President, the person 
having the greatest number of votes of the electors, shall 
be the Vice-President. But if there should remain two or 
more who have equal votes, the Senate shall choose from 
them, by ballot, the Vice-President.] (a) 

4. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the 
electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes ; 
which day shall be the same throughout the United States. 

(a) This clause superseded — see Amendments, art. 12. 
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5. No person, except a natural born citizen, or a citizen 
of the United States at tlie time of the adoption of this 
Constitutioji, shall be eligible to the office of President ; 
neither shall any person be eligible to that office, who shall 
not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been 
fourteen years a resident of the United States. 

6. In case of the removal of the President from office, 
or of his death, resignation or inability to discharge the 
powers and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve 
on the Yice-President, and the Congress may, by law, pro- 
vide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, 
both of the President and Vice-President, declaring what 
officer shall then act as President, and such officer shall act 
accordingly, until the disability be removed, or a President 
shall be elected. 

7. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his 
services a compensation, which shall neither be increased 
nor diminished during the period for which he shall have 
been elected, and he shall not receive within that period any 
other emolument from the United States, or any of them. 

8. Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall 
take the following oath or affirmation; 

9. "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 
execute the office of President of the United States, and 
will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend 
the Constitution of the United States." 

Section 2. 

1. The President shall be commander-in-chief of the army 
and navy of the United States, and of the militia of the 
several states, when called into the actual service of the 
United States ; he may require the opinion, in writing, of 
the principal officer in each of the executive departments, 
upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective 
offices ; and he shall have power to grant reprieves and 
pardons for offences against the United States, except in 
cases of impeachment. 
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2. He stall .have power, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds 
of the senators present concur : and he shall nominate, and 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate, shall ap- 
point ambassadors, other public ministers, and consuls, 
judges of the supreme court, and all other officers of the 
United States, whose appointments are not herein other- 
wise provided for, and which shall be established by law. 
But the Congress may, by law, vest the appointment of 
such inferior officers as they think proper, in the President 
alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of departments. 

3. The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies 
that may happen during the recess of the Senate, by grant- 
ing commissions which shall expire at the end of their 
next session. 

Section 3. 

1. He shall, from time to time, give to the Congress in- 
formation of the state of the union, and recommend to 
their consideration, such measures as he shall judge neces- 
sary and expedient ; he may, on extraordinary occasions, 
convene both houses, or either of them, and in case of dis- 
agreement between them, with respect to the time of ad- 
journment, he may adjourn them to such time as he shall 
think proper ; he shall receive ambassadors and other 
public ministers ; he shall take care that the laws be faith- 
fully executed ; and shall commission all the officers of the 
United States. 

Section 4. 

1. The President,' Vice-President, and all civil officers of 
the United States, shall be removed from office on im- 
peachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other 
high crimes and misdemeanors. 
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AETIOLB III. 
Section 1. 

1. The judicial power of the United States shall be 
vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts 
as the Congress may, from time to time, ordain and estab- 
lish. The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, 
shall hold' their offices during good behavior ; and shall, 
at stated times, receive for their services a compensation 
"which shall not be diminished during their continuance in 
office. 

Section 2. 

1. The judicial power shall extend to all cases in law 
and equity, arising under this constitution, the laws of the 
United States, and treaties made, or which shall be made,' 
under their authority ; to all cases affecting ambassadors, 
other public ministers, and consuls ; to all cases of admi- 
ralty and maritime jurisdiction ; to controversies to which 
the United States shall be a party; to controversies be- 
tween two or more states, between a state and citizens of 
another state, between citizens of different states, between 
citizens of the same state claiming land under grants of 
different states, and between a state, or the citizens thereof, 
and foreign states, citizens, or subjects, (a) 

2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public minis- 
ters and consuls, and those in which a state shall be party, 
the supreme court shall have original jurisdiction. In all 
the other cases before mentioned, the supreme court shall 
have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with 
such exceptions and under such regulations as the Con- 
gress shall make. 

3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeach- 
ment, shall be by jury, and such trial shall be held in the 
state where the said crimes shall have been committed ; but 

(o) See Amendments, art. 11. 
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when not committed within any state, the trial shall be at 
such place or places as the Congress may by law have 
directed. 

Section 3. 

1. Treason against the United States shall consist only 
in levying war against them, or in adhering to their ene- 
mies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be 
convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two wit- 
nesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. 

2. The Congress shall h^ve power to declare the punish- 
ment of treason; but no attainder of treason shall work 
corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of 
the person attainted. 

AETICLE IV. 
Section 1. 

1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to 
the public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every 
other state. And the Congress may, by general laws, pre- 
scribe the manner in which such acts, records, and pro- 
ceedings shall be proved, and the effect thereof 

Section 2. 

1. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privi- 
leges and immunities of citizens in the several states. 

2. A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or 
other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in 
another state, shall, on demand of the executive authority 
of the state from which he fled, be delivered up, to be re- 
moved to the state having jurisdiction of the crime. 

3. No person held to service or labor in one state under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse- 
quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labor ; but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be 
due. 
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Section 3. 

1. New states may be admitted by tbe Congress into tbis 
Union ; but no new state sball be formed or erected witbin 
tbe jurisdiction of any otber state, nor any state be formed 
by tbe junction of two or more states, or parts of states, 
without tbe consent of tbe legislatures of tbe states con- 
cerned, as well as of tbe Congress. 

2. Tbe Congress sball bave power to dispose of, and 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting tbe terri- 
tory or otber property belonging to tbe United States ; and 
notbing in tbis constitution sball be so construed as to 
prejudice any claims of tbe United States, or of any par- 
ticular state. 

Section 4. 

1. Tbe United States sball guaranty to every state in 
tbis Union a republican form of government, and sball 
protect eacb of tbem against invasion ; and on application 
of tbe legislature, or of tbe executive, (wben tbe legislature 
cannot be convened,) against domestic violence. 

AETICLE V. 

1. Tbe Cbngress, wbenever two-tbirds of botb bouses 
sball deem it necessary, sball propose amendments to tbis 
constitution ; or, on tbe application of tbe legislatures of 
two-tbirds of tbe several states, sball call a convention for 
proposing amendments, whicb, in eitber case, sball be valid 
to all intents and purposes, as part of tbis constitution, 
wben ratified by tbe legislatures of tbree-fourtbs of tbe 
several states, or by conventions in tbree-fourtbs tbereof, 
as tbe one or tbe otber mode of ratification may be pro- 
posed by tbe Congress ; provided, tbat no amendment 
wbicb may be made prior to tbe year one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, shall in any manner affect tbe first and 
fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first article ; and 
tbat no state without its consent, sball be deprived of its 
eq^ual suffrage in the Senate. 
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AETICLE VI. 

1. All debts contracted and engagements entered into, 
before tbe adoption of tbis constitution, shall be as valid 
against tbe United States under tbis constitution, as under 
the confederation. 

2. Tbis constitution, and tbe laws of tbe United States 
wbicb sball be made in pursuance tbereof ; and all treaties 
made, or wbicb sball be made, under tbe autbority of tbe 
United States, sball be tbe supreme law of tbe land ; and 
tbe judges in every state sball be bound tbereby ; anything 
in tbe constitution or laws of any state to tbe contrary 
notwithstanding. 

3. Tbe Senators and Eepresentatives before mentioned, 
and tbe members of tbe several state legislatures, and all 
executive and judicial officers, both of tbe United States 
and of the several states, sball be bound by oath or affirma- 
tion, to support tbis constitution : but no religious test 
shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or 
public trust under tbe United States. 

AETICLE VII. 

1. The ratification of the conventions of nine states^ 
shall be sufficient for tbe establishment of this constitution 
between the states so ratifying the same. 

Done in convention, by the unanimous consent of the states present, the 
seventeenth day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven, and of the independence of the 
United States of America, the twelfth. In witness whereof, we have 
hereunto subscribed our names. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

President, and Deputy from, Virginia. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. MASSACHUSETTS. 

John Langdon, Nathaniel Gorham, 

Nicholas Gilman. Rufus King. 
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CONNECTICUT. 

Wm. Samuel Johnson, 
Roger Sherman. 

NEW YORK. 

Alexander Hamilton. 

NEW JERSEY. 

William Livingston, 
David Brearly, 
William Patterson, 
Jonathan Dayton. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Mifflin, 
Robert Morris, 
George Clymer, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, 
Jared IngersoU, 
James Wilson, 
Governeur Morris. 

DELAWARE. 

George Read, 
Gunning Bedford, jun.. 
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John Dickinson, 
Richard Bassett, 
Jacob Broom. 

MARYLAND. 

James M'Henry, 

Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, 

Daniel Carroll. 

VIRGINIA. 

John Blair, 

James Madison, jun. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

William Blount, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Hugh Williamson. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

John Rutledge, 

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 

Charles Pinckney, 

Pierce Butler. 

GEORGIA. 

William Few, 
Abraham Baldwin. 

William Jackson, Secretary. 



IN CONVENTION. 

Monday, September 17, 1781. 

Resolved, That the preceding Constitution be laid before the 
United States in Congress assembled ; and that it is the opinion 
of this Convention that it should afterwards be submitted to a 
convention of delegates chosen in each State by the people 
thereof, under the recommendation of its Legislature, for their 
assent and ratification ; and that each convention, assenting to 
and ratifying the same, should give notice thereof to the United 
States in Congress assembled. 

Eesolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that, as 
soon as the conventions of nine states shall have ratified this Con- 
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stitution, tbe United States in Congress assembled should fix a 
day on which electors should be appointed by the states which 
shall have ratified the same, and a day on which electors should 
assemble to vote for the President, and the time and place for 
commencing proceedings under this Constitution ; that, after such 
publication, the electors should be appointed, and the Senators 
and Representatives elected ; that the electors should meet on the 
day fixed for the election of the President, and should transmit 
their votes, certified, signed, sealed, and directed, as the Constitu- 
tion requires, to the Secretary of the United States in Congress 
assembled ; that the Senators and Representatives should convene 
at the time and place assigned ; that the Senators should appoint 
a President of the Senate, for the sole purpose of receiving, 
opening, and counting the votes for President ; and that, after 
he shall be chosen, the Congress, together with the President, 
should, without delay, proceed to execute this Constitution. 
By the unanimous order of the Convention: 

G. WASHINGTON, President. 



IN CONTENTION. 

September 17, 1787. 

Sm : We have now the honor to submit to the consideration of 
the United States in Congress assembled, that Constitution which 
has appeared to us the most advisable. 

The friends of our country have long seen and desired that the 
power of making war, peace, and treaties ; that of levying money, 
and regulating commerce, and the correspondent executive and 
judicial authorities, should be fully and effectually vested in the 
general government of the Union ; but the impropriety of dele- 
gating such extensive trust to one body of men is evident : hence 
results the necessity of a different organization. 

It is obviously impracticable, in the federal government of these 
states, to secure all rights of independent sovereignty to each, and 
yet provide for the interest and safety of all. Individuals enter- 
ing into society must give up a share of liberty to preserve the 
rest. The magnitude of the sacrifice must depend, as well on 
situation and circumstances, as on the object to be obtained. It 
is at all times difficult to draw with precision, the line between 
those rights which must be surrendered and those which may be 
reserved ; and, on the present occasion, this difficulty was in- 
creased by a difference among the several states, as to theii* situ- 
ation, extent, habits, and particular interests. 

In all our deliberations on this subject, we kept steadily in our 
view that which appears to us the greatest interest of every true 
4 
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American — the consolidation of our Union ; in whicli is involved 
our prosperity, felicity, safety — perhaps our national existence. 
This important consideration, seriously and deeply impressed on 
our minds, led each state in the convention to be less rigid on 
points of inferior magnitude than might have been otherwise ex- 
pected ; and thus the Constitution which we now present is the 
result of a spirit of amity, and of that mutual deference and con- 
cession which the peculiarity of our political situation rendered 
indispensable. 

That it wUl meet the full and entire approbation of every State, 
is not perhaps to be expected ; but each wiU doubtless consider, 
that, had her interests alone been consulted, the consequences 
might have been particularly disagreeable or injurious to others. 
That it is liable to as few exceptions as could reasonably have 
been expected, we hope and believe ; that it may promote the 
lasting welfare of that country so dear to us all, and secure her 
freedom and happiness, is our most ardent wish. With great re- 
spect, we have the honor to be, sir, your excellency's most obedient 
and humble servants. 

By the unanimous order of the Convention : 

G. WASHINGTON, President. 
His Excellency the President of Congress. 



The United States in Congress assembled. 

Pkidat, September 28, 1181. 

Congress having received the report of the convention lately 
assembled in Philadelphia, 

Besolved, unanimously, That the said report, with the resolu- 
tions and letter accompanying the same, be transmitted to the 
several legislatures, in order to be submitted to a convention of 
delegates chosen in each state by the people thereof, in conformity 
to the resolves of the convention, made and provided in that case. 

Chaeles Thomson, Secretary. 



gim^ittents t0 tlx\ ^Gniiktm. 



Article I. 



Congress sliall make no law respecting an establisliment 
of religion, or prohibiting tlie free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of. speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress of grievances. 

Article II. 

A well regulated militia being necessary to the security 
of a free state, the right of the people tO' keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. 

Article III. 

No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner ; nor in time of 
war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. (a) 

Article IY. 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated ; and no warrants shall 
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or 
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

(a) It is not perceived, that the "manner" of quartering soldiers in time of 
•war, without the consent of the owners of houses, has yet been prescribed by 
law. 
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Aeticle V. 

No person stall be held to answer for a capital or other- 
wise imfamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment 
of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval 
forces, or in the militia, when in actual service, in time of 
war or public danger ; nor shall any person be subject for 
the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or 
limb : nor shall be compelled, in any criminal case, to be a 
witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or 
property, without due process of law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use without just compensa- 
tion. 

Aetiole VI. 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 
right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of 
the state and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascer- 
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause 
of the accusation ; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining 
witnesses in his favor ; and to have the assistance of coun- 
sel for his defence. 

Aetiole VII. 

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy 
shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall 
be preserved ; and no fact tried by a jury shall be other- 
wise re-examined in any court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common law. 

Aetiole VIII. 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 
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Article IX. 

The enumeration in the constitution, of certain rights, 
shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained 
by the people. 

Article X. 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved 
to the states respectively, or to the people. 

Article XI. 

The judicial power of the United States shall not be 
construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, com- 
menced or prosecuted against one of the United States by 
citizens of another state, or by citizens or subjects of any 
foreign state. 

Article XII. (a) 

1. The electors shall meet in their respective states, and 
vote by ballot for President and Vice-President, one of 
whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state 
with themselves ; they shall name in their ballots the per- 
son voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the per- 
son voted for as Vice-President ; and they shall make 
distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of 
all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number 
of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, 
and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the 
United States, directed to the President of the Senate ; the 
President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate 
and House of Eepresentatives, open all the certificates, and 
the votes shall then be counted; the person having the 
greatest number of votes for President, shall be the Presi- 
dent, if such number be a majority of the whole number 

(a) See article ii, section 1, clause 3. 
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of electors appointed ; and if no person liave sucli majority, 
then from the persons having the highest numbers, not ex- 
ceeding three, on the list of those voted for as President, 
the House of Eepresentatives shall choose immediately, by 
ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the 
votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each 
state having one vote : a quorum for this purpose shall 
consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the 
states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to 
a choice. And if the House of Eepresentatives shall not 
choose a President whenever the right of choice shall de- 
volve upon them, before the fourth day of March next 
following, then the Yice-President shall act as President, as 
in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of 
the President. 

2. The person having the greatest number • of votes as 
Vice-President, shall be the Yice-President, if such number 
be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed ; 
and if no person have a majority, then from the two 
highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the 
Vice-President : a quorum for the purpose shall consist of 
two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority 
of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. 

3. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office 
of President, shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of 
the United States, 
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Art. 

Arts and sciences, to be promoted 1 

Acts, records and judicial proceedings of eacli state entitled to 

faith and credit in other States i 

Amendments to the Constitution, how made 5 

made 

Appointments to be made by the President 2 

Apportionment of representatives 1 

Appropriations by law 1 

Appropriation for army not to exceed two years 1 

Armies, Congress to raise and support 1 

Arms, right of the people to keep and bear, (2d amendment) 

Assemble, ^&o^\ei may, (1st amendment) 

Attainder, bill of, prohibited to Congress 1 

prohibited to the States 1 

of treason shall not work corruption of blood or 
forfeiture, except during the life of the person 
attainted 3 
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Bail, excessive, not required, (8th amendment) 

Bankruptcy laws to be uniform 

Bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of Repre- 
sentatives 

before they become laws, shall be passed by both houses 
and approved by the President ; or, if disapproved, shall 

be passed by two-thirds of each house 

not returned in ten days, unless an adjournment intervene, 
shall be laws 

Borrow money. Congress may 
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Capitation tax, apportionment of. 

Cenmi^, or enumeration, to be made every ten years 

Citizens of each State shall be entitled to the privileges and im- 
munities of citizens in the several States 4 
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Alt. Sec. Page 

Cte'ms, no prejudice to certain 4 3 46 

of the United States, or of the several States, not to be 

prejudiced by any construction of the Constitution 4 3 46 

CoasWn^ ir-ofie, regulations respecting 19 39 

Coi?M, Congress fix value of foreign 18 38 

Commerce, Congress to regulate 18 38 

regulations respecting, to be equal and uniform 19 39 

Commissions to be granted by the President 2 

Common law recognised and established, (7th amendment) 

Congress vested with power 1 

may alter the regulations of State legislatures concern- 
ing elections of senators and representatives, except 

sia to place of choosing senators 1 

shall assemble once every year 1 

officers of government cannot be members of..'. 1 

may provide for cases of removal, death, Ac, of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President 2 

may determine the time of choosing electors of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President 2 

may invest the appointment of inferior officers in the 
President alone, in the courts of law, or the heads of 

departments 2 

may establish courts inferior to the Supreme Court 3 

may declare the punishment of treason 3 

may prescribe the manner of proving the acts and 

records of each State 4 

to assent to the formation of new States 4 

may propose amendments to Constitution or call a con- 
vention 5 

to lay and collect duties 1 

to borrow money 1 

to regulate commerce — .. 1 

to establish uniform laws of bankruptcy and naturali- 
zation , 1 

to coin money, regulate the value of coin, and fix a 

standard of weights and measures 18 SS 

to punish counterfeiting 18 38 

to constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court 18 38 

define and punish piracies, felonies on the high seas, 

and oflfences against the laws of nations 18 38 

to establish post offices and post roads 18 38 

to authorize patents to authors and inventors IS 38 

to declare war, grant letters of marque, and make rules 

concerning captures 18 38 

to raise and support armies 18 38 

to provide and maintain a navy 18 38 

to make rules for the government of the army and 

navy 1 8 38 

to call out the militia in certain cases 18 38 

to organize, arm, and discipline militia.. „„ „ „..^ 18 3S 
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Art. See. Page 
Congress to exercise exolusiTe legislation over seat of govern- 
ment 1 8 39 

to pass laws necessary to carry the enumerated powers 

into effect 1 8 39 

to dispose of and make rules concerning the territory 

or other property of the United States 4 

President may convene and adjourn, in certain cases... 2 

Constitution, 'hoy/ amended 5 

laws, and treaties declared to he the supreme law... 6 

rendered operative hy the ratification of nine States 7 

Contracts, no law impairing 1 

ConBCniions for proposing amendments to the Constitution 5 

Counterfeiting, Congress to provide for punishment of. 1 

Court, Supreme, its original and appellate jurisdiction 3 

Courts inferior to the Supreme Court may he ordained by Con- 
gress 18 38 

Ditto ditto 3 1 44 

Crimes, persons accused of, fleeing from justice, may he de- 
manded 4 2 45 

how to be tried 3 2 44 

Criminal prosecutions, proceedings in cases of, (5th amendment) .. .. 52 

r> 

DeJis against the confederation to be valid 6 1 47 

iHiiies to be laid by Congress, and to be uniform 18 38 

further provision respecting 19 39 

cannot be laid by the States 1 10 40 

on exports prohibited 19 39 

on imports and exports imposed by States shall inure to 

the treasury of the United States 1 10 40 

E 

Elections of senators and representatives shall be prescribed by 

the States 1 4 35 

qualifications and returns of members of Congress to 

be determined by each house...., 15 35 

Electors of President and Vice-President, how chosen, and their 

duties 2 1 40 

altered, (see 12th amendment) 53 

to vote the same day throughout the United States 2 1 41 

no senator or representative, or public officer, shall 

serve as 2 1 41 

^mumeraiiora every ten years 12 34 

SxeciiWuejJOWcr vested in a President, (see Pr-esideni) 2 1 40 

Exports not to he i&xei. 19 39 

and imports. States prohibited from laying duties on 1 10 40 

.Ba; ^os< /acio Zaw, none shall he passed 19 39 

prohibited to States 1 10 40 



58 Index to the Constitution. 

F 

Art. Sec. Page 

JJVnes, excessive, prohibited, (8tli amendment) 52 

JVi^iitues from justice to te delivered up ! 4 2 45 

from service may be reclaimed 4 2 45 

H 

Sabeas corpus, writ of, can only be suspended in cases of rebel- 
lion or invasion 19 39 

Souse of Representatives. (See BepresentaUves.) 
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tried by the Senate 1 

judgment on 1 

all civil ofScers liable to 2 

Importation of slaves, not prohibited till 1808 1 
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ges shall hold their offices during good behaviour 3 

their compensation 3 

Judiciary — tribunals inferior to Supreme Court may be created... 1 

Judicial power vested in a supreme court and courts inferior 3 

powers of the judiciary 3 

restriction as to suits against a State, (11th amend- 
ment) 53 

Judicial proceedings of each State are entitled to faith and credit 

in every State 4 1 45 

Jury trial secured, and shall be held in the State where the 

crime shall have been committed 3 2 44 

further regulated, (6th amendment) 52 

secured in suits at common law where the value 
in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, (7th 
amendment) 52 



iow, what is declared the supreme 6 1 47 

common, recognized and established, (7th amendment) 62 

iaws. President to see when faithfully executed 2 3 43 

Legislative powers vested in Congress. (See Congress.) 

i/oanj, authority to make 18 38 
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Art, See. Page 

Marque and reprisal, lettevB of 18 38 

Militia to be caMeA. ont 18 38 

to be officered by the States 18 38 

to be commanded by the President 2 2 42 

their right to keep and bear arms secured, (2d amend- 
ment) 51 

Mowy shall be drawn from the treasury only by appropriation 

laws 1 9 39 

Congress to coin and regulate value of. 18 38 

States cannot make 1 10 40 
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Naturalisation, uniform rules of. 18 38 

jrai>y, Congress to provide and govern 18 38 

Nohility, titles of, shall not be granted by the United States 1 9 40 

nor by the States 1 10 40 
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Officers of the House of Representatives shall be chosen by the 

House 1 

of the Senate shall be chosen by the Senate 1 

civil, may be removed by impeachment 2 

Order of one house requiring the concurrence of the other 1 

Oath of the President 2 

of the public ofScers 6 



PartfoMS, President may grant - 2 2 42 

Pafenis to be granted to inventors 18 38 

Pe^i^ton, right of, (1st amendment) 51 

Fersons held to service or labor, their importation or migration 

into the United States may be prohibited after 1808... 19 39 

escaping from one State to another shall be delivered 

up to those entitled to service 4 2 45 

Piracy, Congress to prescribe punishment for IS 38 

Post offices and post roads, es,tah\is,'h.m&n.t oi, 18 38 

Powers not delegated to Congress nor prohibited to the States 

are reserved, (10th amendment) 53 

legislative. (See Congress.) 

executive. (See President.) 

judicial, (See Judicial.) 
Presents from foreign powers to public officers prohibited 19 40 
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Art. 

JPress, freedom of, (1st amendment) 

President of the TJ. S. vested with the executive power 2 

shall be chosen for four years 2 

how elected 2 

same, (12th amendment) 

qualifications for 2 

who shall act in case of vacancy 2 

compensation of 2 

shall take an oath of office 2 

maybe removed by impeachment 2 

President, commander of army, navy, and militia 2 

may require the written opinions of the heads of de- 
partments 2 

may reprieve and pardon 2 

may make treaties with consent of the Senate 2 

may appoint to office with consent of the Senate 2 

shall iill up vacancies happening during the recess 

of the Senate 2 2 43 

shall give information to Congress and recommend 

measures 2 

may convene both houses or either house 2 

may adjourn them in case of disagreement 2 

shall receive ambassadors and public ministers 2 

shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed 2 

shall commission all officers 2 

Primleges anA. immunities of members of Congress 1 

of citizens. (See Citizens, also Sights.) 

Properiy, Congress to provide for care of public 4 3 46 

shall not be taken for public use without just compen- 
sation, (6th amendment) 62 

Punishments, cruel and unusual, prohibited, (8th amendment) 52 

Q 

Qtjonim for business, what shall be a 15 36 

of States in choosing a President by the House of Repre- 
sentatives 2 1 41 

Quartered — no soldier to be quartered on a citizen, (3d amendm't) .. .. 51 
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Beceipts and expenditures, accounts of, to be published 1 

Records, how to be authenticated 4 

Religion — no law to be made — free exercise of, (1st amendment) .. 

religious test not required 6 

Meprieves granted by the President i 2 

Representatives, Souse of, composed of members chosen every 

second year 1 

qualifications of voters 1 
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Alt. Seo. Page 

Hepresentaiives, qualifications of members 1 

apportionment of 1 

vacancies, how supplied 1 

shall choose their oificers 1 

shall have the power of impeachment 1 

shall be the judge of the election and qualifica- 
tions of its members..... 1 

what shall be a quorum 1 

any number may adjourn, and compel the at- 
tendance of absentees 1 

may determine the rules of proceeding 1 

may punish or expel a member 1 

shall keep a journal and publish the same 1 

shall not adjourn for more than three days, nor 
to any other place, without the consent of the 

Senate 1 

one-fifth may require the yeas and nays 1 

shall originate bills for raising revenue 1 

compensation to be ascertained by la* 1 

privileged from arrest, except in certain oases... 1 
shall not be questioned for speech or debate in 

the House 1 

shall not be appointed to oflBoe 1 

shall not serve as electors of President 2 

and direct taxes apportioned according to num- 
bers..'. 1 

Representation of a State, vacancies in, supplied until a new 

election by executive authority 1 

Resolution, order, or vote, requiring the concurrence of both 

houses, to undergo the formalities of bills 1 

Revenue bills to originate in the House of Eepresentatives 1 

Rights of the citizen declared to be — 

privileges of citizens of the several States 4 2 45 

liberty of conscience in matters of religion, (1st amend- 
ment) 61 

freedom of speech and of the press, (2d amendment) 51 

to assemble and petition, (2d amendment) 61 

to keep and bear arms, (2d amendment) 51 

to be exempt from the quartering of soldiers, (3d amend- 
ment) 51 

to be secure from unreasonable searches and seizures, (4th 

amendment) 61 

to be free from answering for a crime, unless on present- 
ment or indictment of a jury, (5th amendment) 52 

not to be twice jeoparded for the same ofience, (5th Amend- 
ment) 62 

not to be compelled to be a witness against himself, (5th 

amendment) 52 

not to be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
due course of law, (5th amendment) 52 
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Art. Soo. Paga 
Sights, private property not to be taken for public use, (5th 

amendment) 52 

in criminal prosecutions, shall enjoy the right of a 
speedy trial by jury with all the means necessary for 
his defence, (6th amendment) 52 

in ciyil cases, trial to be by a jury, and shall only be 
re-examined according to common law, (7th amend- 
ment) 52 

excessive bail shall not be required, excessive fines im- 
posed, nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted, (8th 
amendment) 52 

enumeration of certain rights shall not operate against 

retained rights, (9th amendment) 53 

iJttZea, each house shall determine its own 15 36 
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Seat of gcniemment, exclusive legislation 1 

Searches and seizures, security against, (4th amendment) 

Senate, composed of two senators from each State 1 

how chosen, classed, and terms of service 1 

qualifications of senators 1 

Vice-President to be President of the 1 

shall choose their officers 1 

shall be the judge of the elections and qualifications of 

its members 1 

what number shall be a quorura 1 

any number may adjourn and compel attendance of ab- 
sentees 1 

may determine its rules 1 

may punish or expel a member 1 

shall keep a journal, and publish the same, except parts 

requiring secrecy 1 

shall not adjourn for more than three days, nor to any 

other place, without the consent of the other house 1 

one-fifth may require the yeas and naya 1 

may propose amendments to bills for raising revenue 1 

shall try impeachments 1 

eflTect of their judgment on impeachment 1 

compensation to be ascertained by law 1 

privileged from arrest 1 

not questioned for any speech or debate 1 

shall not be appointed to office 1 

senator shall not be elector , 2 

Senators and representatives, elections of, how prescribed X 

Slaves, their importation may be prohibited after 1808 1 

escaping from one state to another may be reclaimed 4 

Soldiers iioi quartered on citizens, (3d amendment) 

Speaker, how chosen \ 

Speech, freedom of, (1st amendment) 
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Art. Sec. Page 
States prohibited from — 

entering into treaty, alliance, or confederation 1 10 40 

granting letters of marque 1 10 40 

coining money 1 10 40 

emitting bills of credit 1 10 40 

making anything a tender but gold and silver coin 1 10 40 

passing bills of attainder, ex post facto laws, or laws im- 
pairing contracts 1 10 40 

granting titles of nobility 1 10 40 

laying duties on imports and exports 1 10 40 

laying duties on tonnage 1 10 40 

keeping troops or ships of war in time of peace 1 10 40 

entering into any agreement or contract with another 

State or a foreign power 1 10 40 

engaging in war 1 10 40 

iSteies, new, may be admitted into the Union 4 3 46 

may be formed within the jurisdiction of others, or by 
the junction of two or more, with the consent of Con- 
gress and the legislatures concerned 4 3 46 

State judges bound to consider treaties, the Constitution, and the 

laws under it, as supreme 6 .. 47 

State, every, guarantied a republican form of government, pro- 
tected by United States 4 4 45 

Supreme Court. (See Court and Judiciary.) 

ySMife a< commoji ZfflM), proceedings in, (7th amendment) 52 

T 

Taa;, (fjVeci, according to representation 12 S3 

shall be laid only in proportion to census 19 39 

Taa; on exports prohibited 1 9 39 

render, what shall be a legal 1 10 40 

Territory, or public property, Congress may make rules con- 
cerning 4 3 46 

Tesi, religious, shall not be required 6 1 47 

Titles. (See Nobility.) 

3\'tte from foreign State prohibited 19 39 

JVeasore, defined 3 3 45 

two witnesses, or confession, necessary for conviction... 3 3 45 

punishment of, may be prescribed by Congress 3 3 45 

Treasury, money drawn from, only by appropriation 19 39 

Treaties, how made 2 2 43 

the supreme law 6 1 47 

States cannot make 1 10 40 
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Vacaricies happening during the recess may be filled tempo- 
rarily by the President 2 2 43 

in representation in Congress, how filled 12 34 
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64 Index to the Constitution. 

Art. 

Veto of the President, effect of, and proceedings on 1 

Vice President qf the U. S. to be President of the Senate 1 

how elected 2 

12th amendment 

shall, in certain cases, discharge the 

duties of President 2 

may be removed by impeachment 2 

Vote of one house requiring concurrence of the other 1 



w 

TCar, Congress to declare , , 18 38 

Warrants for searches and seizures, when and how they shall 

issue, (4th amendment) 51 

Witness, in criminal cases, no one compelled to be, against him- 
self, (5th amendment) 52 

Weights and measures, siajRdiaxdL oi ,. 18 38 
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J'coi onti Jiays entered on journal , 15 36 
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In Congress, November 10, 1775. 



Besolved, That two battalions of marines be raised, consisting 
of one colonel, two lieutenant colonels, two majors, and other 
officers, as usual in other regiments ; that they consist of an equal 
number of privates, with other battalions ; that particular care be 
taken that no persons be appointed to offices, or enlisted into said 
battalions, but such as are good seamen, or so acquainted with 
maritime affairs, as to be able to serve to advantage by sea, when 
required ; that they be enlisted and commissioned to serve for and 
during the present war between Great Britain and the colonies, 
unless dismissed by order of Congress ; that they be distinguished 
by the names of the first and second battalions of American 
marines. 

In Congress, November 25, 1775. 

1. Besolved, That all such ships of war, frigates, sloops, cut- 
ters, and armed vessels, as are, or shall be, employed in the present 
cruel and unjust war against the United Colonies, and shall fall 
into the hands of, or be taken by, the inhabitants thereof, be seized 
and forfeited to and for the purposes hereinafter mentioned. 

2. Besolved, That all transport vessels in the same service, 
having on board any troops, arms, ammunition, clothing, provi- 
sions, or military or naval stores, of what kind soever, and all 
vessels to whomsoever belonging, that shall be employed in carry- 
ing provisions, or other necessaries, to the British army, or armies, 
or navy, that now are, or shall hereafter be, within any of the 

5 
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United Colonies, or any goods, wares, or merchandise, for the use 
of such fleet or army, shall be liable to seizure, and, with their 
cargoes, shall be confiscated. 

3. Resolved, That no master or commander of any vessel shall 
be entitled to cruise for, or make prize of, any vessel or cargo, 
before he shall have obtained a commission from the Congress, or 
from such person or persons as shall be for that purpose appointed, 
in some one of the United Colonies. 

4. That it be, and is hereby, recommended to the several legis- 
latures in the United Colonies, as soon as possible to erect courts 
of justice, or give jurisdiction to the courts now in being, for the 
purpose of determining concerning the captures to be made as 
aforesaid, and to provide that all trials, in such case, be had by a 
jury, under such qualifications as to the respective legislatures 
shall seem expedient. 

5. That all prosecutions shall be commenced in the court of that 
colony in which the captures shall be made ; but if no such court 
be at that time erected in the said colony, or if the capture be 
made on open sea, then the prosecution shall be in the court of 
such colony as the captor may find most convenient : provided, 
that nothing contained in this resolution shall be construed so as 
to enable the captor to remove his prize from any colony compe- 
tent to determine concerning the seizure, after he shall have carried 
the vessel so seized within any harbor of the same. 

6. That in all cases an appeal shall be allowed to the Congress, 
or such person or persons as they shall appoint for the trial of 
appeals ; .provided the appeal be demanded within five days after 
definitive sentence, and such appeal be lodged with the Secretary 
of Congress within forty days afterwards ; and provided the party 
appealing shall give security to prosecute the said appeal to effect : 
and in case of the death of the Secretary daring the recess of 
Congress, then the said appeal to be lodged in Congress within 
twenty days after the meeting thereof. 

1. That when any vessel or vessels shall be fitted out at the 
expense of any private person or persons, then the captures made 
shall be to the use of the owner or owners of the said vessel or 
vessels ; that where the vessels employed in the capture shall be 
fitted out at the expense of any of the United Colonies, then one- 
third of the prize taken shall be to the use of the captors, and the 
remaining two-thirds to the use of the said colony ; and where the 
vessels so employed shall be fitted out at the continental charge, 
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then one-third shall go to the captors, and the remaining two- 
thirds to the use of the United Colonies : provided, nevertheless, 
that if the capture be a vessel of war, then the captors shall be 
entitled to one-half of the value, and the remainder shall go to the 
colony or continent, as the case may be ; the necessary charges 
of condemnation of all prizes being deducted before distribution 
made. 

In Congress, Novemter 28, 1775. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the rules and orders 
for the navy of the United Colonies, and the same being debated 
by paragraphs, were agreed to. 

[KoTE. — As the rules and regulations of the Wavy, ordained by Congress 
prior to the adoption of the constitution in 1788, have been, in an approved 
form, enacted into a law of the United States, it is deemed unnecessary to in- 
sert them here. See the act of April 23, 1800; chap. 187, vol. 3.] 

In Congress, December 5, 1775. 

Resolved, That in cases of re-captures, the re-captors have, and 
retain, in lieu of salvage, one-eighth part of the true value of the 
vessel and cargo, or either of them, if the same hath or have been 
in possession of the enemy twenty-four hours; one-fifth part, if 
more than twenty-four hours, and less than forty-eight hours ; one- 
third part, if more than forty-eight, and less than ninety-six hours ; 
and one-half, if more than ninety-six hours, unless the vessel shaU, 
after the capture, have been legally condemned as a prize by some 
court of admiralty, in which case the re-captors to have the whole : 
in all which cases, the share detained, or prize, to be divided 
between the owners of the ship making the re-capture, the colony, 
or the continent, as the case may be, and the captors, agreeably 
to a former resolution. 

In Congress, December 11, 1775. 

Besolved, That a committee be appointed to devise ways and 
means for furnishing these colonies with a naval armament, and 
report with all convenient speed. 

In Congress, December 13, 1775. 

The committee appointed to devise ways and means for fitting 
out a naval armament, brought in their report, which, being read 
and debated, was agreed to as follows : 
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That five ships of 32 guns, five of 28 guns, three of 24 guns, 
making in the whole thirteen, can be fitted for the sea, probably 
by the last of March next, viz : in New Hampshire one, in Mas- 
sachusetts Bay two, in Connecticut one, in Rhode Island two, in 
New York two, in Pennsylvania four, and in Maryland one. 

That the cost of these ships, so fitted, will not be more than 
66,666f dollars each, on an average, allowing two complete suits 
of sails for each ship, equal in the whole to 866,666f dollars. 

That the materials for fitting them may be all furnished in these 
colonies, except the articles of canvass and gunpowder ; and that, 
therefore, it will be proper the Congress direct the most speedy 
and effectual means of importing the said articles of canvass and 
powder ; that of the former, '7,500 pieces will be wanted, and that 
of the latter, one hundred tons. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed with full powers to 
carry the said report into execution, with all possible expedition, 
(except what relates to canvass and powder,) at the expense of 
the United Colonies. 

In Congress, December 22, 1775. 

Besolved, That the committee for fitting out armed vessels, 
issue warrants to all ofiicers employed in the fleet under the rank 
of third lieutenants. 

Besolved, That the said committee be directed (as a secret 
coihmittee) to give such instructions to the commander of the 
fleet, touching the operations of the ships under his command, as 
shall appear to the said committee most conducive to the defence 
of the United Colonies, and to the distress of the enemy's naval 
forces and vessels bringing supplies to their fleets and armies, and 
lay such instructions before the Congress when called for. 

In Congress, January 6, 1776. 

The committee, to whom it was referred to consider how the 
share of prizes allotted to the captors ought to be divided be- 
tween the officers and men, brought in their report ; which, being 
taken into consideration, was agreed to as follows : 

Besolved, That the commander-in-chief have one-twentieth part 
of the said allotted prize money, taken by any ship or ships, armed 
vessel or vessels, under his orders and command. 

That the captain of any single ship, or armed vessel, have two- 
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twentieth parts for his share, but if more ships or armed vessels be 
ia company, when a prize is taken, then the two-twentieth parts to 
be divided amongst all the said captains. 

That the captains of marines, lieutenants of the ships or armed 
vessels, and masters thereof, share together, and have three-twen- 
tieth parts divided among them equally, of all prizes taken when 
they are in company. 

That the lieutenants of marines, surgeons, chaplains, pursers, 
boatswains, gunners, carpenters, the master's mates, and the secre- 
tary of the fleet, share together, and have two-twentieth parts and 
one-half of a twentieth part, divided among them equally, of all 
prizes taken when they are in company. 

That the following petty warrant and petty officers, viz : (allow- 
ing for each ship six midshipmen, for each brig four midshipmen, 
and each sloop two midshipmen, one captain's clerk, one surgeon's 
mate, one steward, one sailmaker, one cooper, one armorer, two 
boatswain's mates, two gunner's mates, two carpenter's mates, one 
cook, one cockswain, two sergeants of marines for each ship, and 
one sergeant for each brig and sloop) have three-twentieth parts 
divided among them, equally ; and when a prize is taken by any 
ship or vessel, on board or in company of which the commander- 
in-chief is, then the commander-in-chief's cook or cockswain to be 
added to this allotment, and have their shares with these last men- 
tioned. 

That the remaining eight-twentieth parts and one-half of the 
twentieth part, be .divided among the rest of the ship or ship's 
companies, as it may happen, share and share alike. 

That no officer or man have any share, but such as are actually 
on board their several vessels when any prize or prizes are taken, 
excepting only such as may have been ordered on board any other 
prizes before taken, or sent away by his or their commanding 
officers. 

In Congress, January 25, 1776. 

Besolved, That the direction of the fleet fitted out by order of 
Congress be left to the naval committee. 

In Congress, March 23, 1776. 

Resolved, That the inhabitants of these colonies be permitted 
to fit out armed vessels to cruise on the enemies of these United 
Colonies. 
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In Congress, April 2, 1776. 

The committee appointed to prepare the form of a commission, 
and instructions to commanders of private ships of war, brought 
in the same, which were read. 

The commission being agreed to, is as follows : 

The delegates of the United Colonies of New Hampshire, &c., 
to all to whom these presents shall come, greeting : Know ye, that 
we have granted, and by these presents do grant, license and 

authority to , mariner, commander of the ■ , called 

, of the burden of tons, or thereabouts, belonging 

to of , in the colony of , mounting 



carriage guns, and navigated by men, to fit out and set 

forth the said , in a warlike manner, and by and with the 

said and crew thereof, by force of arms to attack, seize, 

and take the ships and other vessels belonging to the inhabitants 
of Great Britain, or any of them, with their tackle, apparel, fur- 
niture, and lading, on the high seas, or between high and low 
water marks, and to bring the same to some convenient ports in 
the said colonies, in order that the courts, which are or shall be 
there appointed to hear and determine causes, civil and maritime, 
may proceed in due form to condemn the said captures, if they be 

adjudged lavrful prize ; the said having given bond, with 

sufficient sureties, that nothing be done by the said , or any 

of the of&cers, mariners, or company thereof, contrary to, or 
inconsistent with, the usages and customs of nations, and the 
instructions, a copy of which is herewith delivered to him. And 
we will and require all our officers whatsoever, to give succor and 

assistance to the said in the premises. This commission 

vrill continue in force until the Congress shall issue orders to the 
contrary. 

By order of Congress : 
Attest . , President. 

r 
In Congress, April 3, 1776. 

Besolved, That blank commissions for private ships of war, and 
letters of marque and reprisal, signed by the President, be sent to 
the general assemblies, conventions, and councils, or committees of 
safety, of the United Colonies, to be by them filled up and deliv- 
ered to the persons intending to fit out such private ships of war, 
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for making captures of Britisli vessels and cargoes, who shall 
apply for the same, and execute the bonds which shall be sent with 
the said commissions, which bonds shall be returned to the Con- 
gress. 

Resolved, That every person intending to set forth and fit out 
a private ship or vessel of war, and applying for a commission or 
letter of marque and reprisal for that purpose, shall produce a 
writing subscribed by him, containing the name and tonnage or 
burden of the ship or vessel, the number of her guns, with their 
weight of metal, the name and place of residence of the owner or 
owners, the names of the commander and other of&cers, the num- 
ber of the crew, and the quantity of provisions and warlike stores ; 
which writing shall be delivered to the secretary of Congress, or 
to the clerk of the House of Representatives, convention, or coun- 
cil, or committee of safety, of the colony in which the ship or 
vessel may be, to be transmitted to the said secretary, and shall 
be registered by him ; and that the commander of the ship or 
vessel, before the commission or letter of marque and reprisal may 
be granted, shall, together with sureties, seal and deliver a bond, 
in the penalty of five thousand dollars, if the vessel be of one hun- 
dred tons or under, or ten thousand dollars, if of a greater burden, 
payable to the President of the Congress, in trust, for the use of 
the United Colonies, with condition in the form following, to wit : 
" The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above 

bounden , who is commander of the called , 

belonging to , of , in the colony of , mount- 
ing . carriage guns, and navigated by ■ men, and who 

hath applied for a commission, and letters of marque and reprisal, to 

arm, equip, and set forth to sea the said , as a private ship 

of war, and to make captures of British vessels and cargoes, shall 
not exceed or transgress the powers and authorities which shall be 
contained in the said commission, but shall, in all things, observe 
and conduct himself and govern his crew, by and according to the 
same, and certain instructions therewith to be delivered, and such 
other instructions as may hereafter be given to him ; and shall 
make reparation for all damages sustained by any misconduct or 
unwarrantable proceedings of himself, or the officers or crew of 

the said , then this obligation shall be void, or else remain 

in force :" which bond shall be lodged with the said secretary of 
Congress. 
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In Congress, June 6, 1776. 

Resolved, That the marine committee be empowered to affix 
the names to each particular ship, and determine the vessel which 
each captain is to take command of. 

In Congress, August 5, 1776. 

Resolved, That the marine committee be directed to order the 
ships and armed vessels, belonging to the continent, out on such 
cruises as they shall think proper. 

In Congress, August 23, 1776. 

Resolved, That the marine committee be authorized and em- 
powered to purchase materials in all such parts of America, as 
they may think proper, for building more ships of war, and that 
the said committee report to Congress a plan of the ships that 
should be built in addition to the present navy. 

In Congress, October 30, 1776. 

Resolved, That the rank of officers of marines be the same as 
officers of similar commissions in the land service : 

That the commanders, officers, seamen, and marines, in the con- 
tinental navy, be entitled to one-half of merchantmen, transports, 
and store-ships, by them taken, from and after the first day of 
November, lYtG, to be divided amongst them in the shares and 
proportions fixed by former resolutions of Congress : 

That the commanders, officers, seamen, and marines, in the con- 
tinental navy, be entitled to the whole value of all ships and ves- 
sels of war belonging to the crown of Great Britain, by them 
made prize of, and all privateers authorized by his Britannic 
majesty to war against these States, to be divided as aforesaid. 

In Congress, November 15, 1776. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the committee 
relative to the navy : whereupon. 

Resolved, That a bounty of twenty dollars be paid to the com- 
manders, officers, and men, of such continental ships or vessels of 
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war, as shall make prize of any British ships or vessels of war, for 
every cannon mounted on board each prize at the time of such 
capture ; and eight dollars per head, for every man then on board, 
and belonging to such prize : 

That the rank of the naval officers be, to the rank of officers in 
the land service, as follows : 

Admiral - - as a - General, 

Vice Admiral - " - Lieutenant General, 

Rear Admiral - " - Major General, 

Commodore - " Brigadier General, 

Captain of a ship of 40 guns| „ _ Colonel 
and upwards ) ' 

Captain of a ship of 20 to 40 ) „ _ Lieutenant Colonel, 

guns \ ' 

Captain of a ship of 10 to 20l „ -w- . 

gunsj " "' ' 

Lieutenant in the Navy " - Captain. 

In Congress, July 16, 1777. 

Resolved, That the pay and subsistence of surgeons in the 
navy, be equal to the pay and subsistence of the lieutenants of the 
vessels to which they shall respectively belong. 

In Congress, June 9, 1779. 

Resolved, That the management of all business relating to the 
marine of these United States be vested in commissioners. 

In Congress, July 15, 1779. 

Resolved, That the marine committee be, and they hereby are, 
directed forthwith to cause the crews of vessels captured from the 
enemy to be confined on board prison ships, and supplied and 
treated, in all respects, in the same manner as the crews of vessels 
belonging to these United States, and captured by the enemy, are 
supplied and treated. 

In Congress, October 28, 1779. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the marine com- 
mittee, respecting the navy department : whereupon, 
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Resolved, That a board of admiralty be established, to super- 
intend the naval and marine affairs of these United States, to 
consist of three commissioners, not members of Congress, and two 
members of Congress, any three of whom to form a board for the 
despatch of business ; to be subject, in all cases, to the control of 
Congress : 

That there shall not be more than one member of the said 
board, at any time, belonging to the same State : 

That there shall be a secretary to the said board, to be appointed 
by Congress : 

That the board hare power to appoint a clerk to assist them in 
the execution of the business of the department: 

That the said board of admiralty be, and they are hereby au- 
thorized, empowered, and directed, to form proper plans for 
increasing the naval force of the United States, and for the better 
regulating the same, and lay them before Congress : 

That they have the ordering and directing the destination of all 
ships and vessels of war ; that they superintend and direct such 
navy boards as are now established, or may at any time hereafter 
be established by Congress ; cause fair entries to be made, and 
proper accounts kept, of all business transacted by them ; examine 
the accounts of the several navy boards, and all agents and other 
persons who have transacted, or may transact, any business rela- 
tive to the marine department, where such accounts have not been 
finally settled ; report the same to Congress, and make proper 
entries in their books, so that the whole matters may be compre- 
hended in one view ; keep an alphabetical and accurate register of 
the names of all officers of the navy in the service of the United 
States, with their rank and the date of their commissions, which 
commissions shall be signed by the president of Congress, and 
countersigned by the secretary of the said board of admiralty ; 
publish, annually, a register of all appointments ; obtain regular 
and exact returns of all warlike stores, clothing, provisions, and 
all other necessary articles, belonging to the marine department ; 
take the care and direction of all marine prisoners ; execute all 
such matters as shall be directed, and give their opinion on all 
such subjects as shall be referred to them by Congress, or as they 
may think necessary for the better regulation and improvement of 
the navy of the United States ; and, in general, to superintend and 
direct all the branches of the marine department : 
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That the said board shall sit in the place where Congress shall 
be held, and no member of the board shall absent himself, without 
leave of Congress, or the committee of the States, in the recess of 
Congress : 

That all the proceedings of the said board shall be inspected by 
Congress, or a committee by them appointed for that purpose, as 
often as may be thought proper and convenient ; and every mem- 
ber of Congress may have free access to the records and papers of 
the said board, excepting such as are in their nature secret : 

That all navy and marine officers, and others, attending upon, 
or connected with, the admiralty department, be, and they are 
hereby, required and enjoined, to observe the directions of the 
said board, in all such other matters as they may be directed, or 
may tend, to facilitate the business of the department. 

Resolved, That the salary of each of the three commissioners, 
who shall conduct the business of the board of admiralty, be four- 
teen thousand dollars per annum, and the salary of the secretary 
of the said board, be ten thousand dollars per annum ; said sala- 
ries to be annually, or oftener, if Congress shall judge it expedient, 
revised and altered, agreeably to the appreciation of the continen- 
tal currency. 

In Congress, November 16, 1779. 

That the marine committee be authorized, from time to time, to 
appoint advocates for the purpose of taking care of, and managing, 
the maritime causes in which the United States are, or may be, 
concerned. 

In Congress, December 8, 1779. 

Resolved, That all matters heretofore referred to the marine 
committee, be transmitted to the board of admiralty. 

In Congress, January 8, 1780. 

Resolved, That the marines of the navy of the United States, 
whilst doing garrison duty, be allowed the same subsistence mo- 
neys as are allowed to the officers and soldiers of the line of the 
army. 
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In Congress, April 20, 1780. 

The board of admiralty reported the form of a commission for 
the naval ofScers in the employ of the United States, which was 
agreed to, as follows : 

The United States of America in Congress assembled, to , 

greeting. 

We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your valor, con- 
duct, and fidelity, do, by these presents, constitute and appoint 

you to be in the navy of the United States, to take rank 

from the ; you are, therefore, carefully and diligently to 

discharge the duty of , by doing and performing all manner 

of things thereunto belonging. And we do strictly charge and 
require all officers, marines, and seamen under your command, to 

be obedient to your orders, as . And you are to observe 

and follow such orders and directions, from time to time, as you 
shall receive from Congress, a committee of the States, the board 
of admiralty, the commander-in-chief, for the time being, of the 
navy of the United States, or any other, your superior, officer, 
according to the rules and discipline of the navy and the usage of 
the sea. This commission to continue in force until revoked by 
Congress, or a committee of the States. 

Witness , president of the Congress of the United States 

of America, at , the day of , in the year of 

our Lord , and in the year of our independence. 

Entered in the admiralty office, and examined by the board. 

Attest , Secretary of the Board of Admiralty. 

In Congress, August 1, 1780. 

A report from the board of admiralty was read : whereupon, 
Resolved, That any officer who, by virtue of his commission, or 
warrant, hath served, or hereafter shall serve, on board any ship of 
war, of twenty guns and upwards, belonging to the navy of these 
States, and shall thereafter serve in the same rank on board any 
other vessel of inferior force, such oflicer shall receive the same 
pay as he was entitled to when serving in a ship of twenty guns 
and upwards ; any resolution to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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In Congress, February 7, 1781. 

Resolved, That there be a Superintendent of Finance, a Secre- 
tary of War, and a Secretary of Marine. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of Marine 
to examine into, and to report to Congress, the present state of 
the navy, a register of the officers, in and out of command, and 
the dates of their respective commissions ; and an account of all 
the naval and other stores belonging to the department ; to form 
estimates of all pay, equipments, and supplies, necessary for the 
navy, and, from time to time, to report such estimates to the 
Superintendent of Finance, that he may take measures for provid- 
ing for the expenses, in such manner as. may best suit the condition 
of the public treasury ; to superintend and direct the execution of 
all resolutions of Congress respecting naval preparations ; to make 
out, seal, and countersign, all marine commissions, keep registers 
thereof, and publish annually a list of all appointments ; to report 
to Congress the officers and agents necessary to assist him in the 
business of his department; and, in general, to execute all the 
duties and powers specified in the act of Congress constituting the 
board of admiralty. 

In Congress, July 18, 1781. 

Resolved, That the care of the marine prisoners, heretofore 
entrusted to the board of admiralty, be transferred to the commis- 
sary of prisoners, under the superintendence of the board of war. 

That the seal of the admiralty be deposited vrith the secretary 
of Congress ; and that he seal and countersign the like commis- 
sions as have heretofore been issued by the board of admiralty, by 
order of Congress, until a Secretary of Marine shall be appointed. 

In Congress, August 29, 1781. 

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Bland, Mr. Var- 
num, Mr. Duane, to whom were referred sundry motions relative 
to the board of admiralty, the navy boards, and the mode of con- 
ducting the business of the navy : 

Resolved, That, for the present, an agent of the marine be ap- 
pointed, with authority to direct, fit out, equip, and employ, the 
ships and vessels belonging to the United States, according to 
such instructions as he shall, from to time, receive from Congress : 
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That all prizes belonging to the United States be sold under his 
direction, and the produce deposited by him in the hands of the 
Superintendent of Finance : 

That all accounts and demands for pay, and for all disburse- 
ments and expenses, respecting the said marine, be transmitted to 
the said agent for settlement and payment; and that he cause 
regular entries thereof to be made and kept : 

That he shall be allowed a salary at the rate of fifteen hundred 
dollars per annum, in full of all charges and expenses whatsoever ; 
that he shall also be allowed a clerk, who shall receive, for his ser- 
vices, a salary at the rate of five hundred dollars per annum : 

That both the agent and clerk shall, before they enter into their 
respective offices, take an oath before the President of Congress, 
well and faithfully to execute the trust reposed in them, according 
to the best of their skill and judgment ; and shall enter into bond, 
with good and sufficient surety, for the due and faithful perform- 
ance of his office, which shall be lodged in the office of the secre- 
tary of Congress : 

That, as soon as the said agent shall enter into the execution of 
Ms office, the functions and appointments of the board of admi- 
ralty, the several navy boards, and all civil officers appointed under 
them, shall cease and be determined. 

And, lastly, that the registers, books, and papers, belonging to 
the admiralty and navy boards, or in their custody, shall be de- 
livered over to the said agent, and preserved by him. 

In Congress, September 1, 1781. 

Besolved, That, until an agent of marine shall be appointed by 
Congress, all the duties, powers, and authority, assigned to the 
said agent, be devolved upon, and executed by, the Superintendent 
of Finance : 

That as soon as the said superintendent shall take upon him the 
execution of the duties, powers, and authority, hereby devolved 
upon him, the functions and appointments of the board of admi- 
ralty, the several navy boards, agents, and all civil officers under 
them, shall cease and determine. 

Besolved, That the registers, books, and papers, belonging to 
the admiralty and navy boards, or in their custody, be delivered 
over to the said Superintendent of Finance, and preserved by him. 
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In Congress, November 20, 1781. 

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Connell, Mr. 
Randolph, and Mr. Carroll, to whom was referred a letter of the 
Itth of November last, from the Superintendent of Finance : 

Resolved, 'That the powers vested by the resolutions of the 8th 
of February, I'ISO, in the board of admiralty, and navy board, 
respectively, in case of the loss of any ship or vessel of war, in the 
service of the United States, be vested in the Secretary of Marine ; 
or until he be appointed and enter upon the execution of his office, 
in the agent of marine ; except that neither the secretary nor agent 
of marine shall be authorized to sit in any court of inquiry. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the secretary or agent of 
marine to transmit to the United States in Congress assembled, the 
proceedings of courts martial, previous to the execution of any 
capital sentence which may be awarded. 

Resolved, That the powers and duties hereby assigned to the 
secretary or agent of marine, be assigned to the Superintendent of 
Finance, to be exercised by him, until such secretary or agent of 
marine shall be appointed. 

In Congress, July 24, 1782. 

Resolved, That the power of negotiating the exchange of ma- 
rine prisoners be henceforth vested in the agent of marine, who is 
hereby authorized to appoint a commissary for marine prisoners, 
to be subject to his orders and instructions. 

In Congress, June 2, 1783. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
Mr. Peters, and Mr. Holten, to whom was recommitted their 
report, on a motion of Mr. Holten, respecting bonds given by 
commanders of private armed vessels : 

Resolved, That the agent of marine, for the time being, be, aud 
he is hereby, authorized and directed, whensoever complaints are 
exhibited of public abuses or private injuries committed by the 
captains or commanders of any privateers, or armed vessels, sail- 
ing under the authority of the United States, to cause such legal 
measures for obtaining redress, by means of the bonds given on 
taking out commissions for such privateers or armed vessels, for 
any abuses or injuries contrary to their instructions ; or in viola- 



80 Oeiqin, &c. op U. S. Naval Establishment. 

tion of the maritime ordinances of the United States, or the laws 
and customs of nations, as to justice appertains ; all prosecutions 
for private injuries, upon said bonds, to be at the risk and expense 
of the complainants, or the persons said to be aggrieved. 

In Congress, August 5, 1783. 

The agent of marine, to whom was referred a resolution of the 
House of Delegates, of the State of Yirginia, of 26th of June, 
1183, reported: 

That although it is an object highly desirable to establish a 
respectable marine, yet the situation of the public treasury renders 
it not advisable to purchase ships for the present, nor until the 
several States shall grant such funds for the construction of ships, 
docks, and naval arsenals, and for the support of the naval service, 
as shall enable the United States to establish their marine upon a 
permanent and respectable footing. 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the report. 

In Congress, August 1, 1787. 

Resolved, That the commissioner of marine accounts, in settling 
the accounts of the oflScers, seamen, and marines, of the late navy 
of the United States, govern himself by the principles established 
for the line of the army, by the act of Congress of the 10th of 
April, 1180, (a) so far as the same relates to the allowance for de- 
preciation ; provided, that no oflScer, seaman, or marine, be entitled 
to the benefit of this resolve, who was not in service, or liable to 
be called into service, onthe 10th of April, 1Y80. 

(a) In Congress, April 10, 1780. 

Resolved, That when Congress shall be furnished with proper documents 
to liquidate the depreciation of the continental bills of credit, they will, aa 
soon thereafter as the state of the public finances will admit, make good to the 
line of the army, and the independent corps thereof, the deficiency of their 
original pay occasioned by such depreciation; and that the money and articles 
heretofore paid or furnished, or hereafter to be paid or furnished, by Congress 
or the States, or any of them, as for pay, subsistence, or to compensate for de- 
ficiencies, shall be deemed as advanced on account, until such liquidation as 
aforesaid shall be adjusted; it being the determination of Congress, that all 
the troops serving in the continental army shall be placed on an equal footing: 
provided, that no person shall have any benefit of this resolution, except such 
as were engaged during the war, or for three years, and are now in service, or 
shall hereafter engage during the war. 



LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES 



IN EELATION TO THE 



NAYY AND MARINE CORPS. 

FiEST Congress, First Session. 
Chapter 1. — Approved, June 1, 1789. — Vol. 1, p. 23. 

An Act to regulate the time and manner of administering certain oaths. 

1. Form of oath to support the Constitution. 4. To all oiSoers of the United 
States appointed or to be appointed, before they act. 

Sec. 1. That the oatli or affirmation required by the 
sixth article of the Constitution of the United States shall 
be administered in the form following, to wit, "I, A. B. do 
solemnly swear or affirm (as the case may be) that I will 
support the Constitution of the United States." 

Sec. 4. That all officers appointed, or hereafter to be 
appointed, under the authority of the United States, shall, 
before they act in their respective offices, take the same 
oath or affirmation, which shall be administered by the 
person or persons who shall be authorized by law to admin- 
ister to such officers their respective oaths of office; and 
such officers shall incur the same penalties in case of failure, 
as shall be imposed by law in case of failure in taking their 
respective oaths of office. 
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Chapter 7.— Approved, August 7, 1789. — Vol. 1, p. 49. 

An Act to establish an executive department, to be denominated Hie depart- 
ment of war. (a) 

That there shall be an executive department, to be 
denominated the Department of War ; and that there shall 
be a principal officer therein, to be called the Secretary for 
the Department of "War, who shall perform and execute 
such duties as shall from time to time be enjoined on, or 
entrusted to him by the President of the United States, 
agreeably to the Constitution, relative to military commis- 
sions, or to the land or naval forces, (5) ships, or warlike 
stores of the United States, or to such other matters 
respecting military or naval affairs, as the President of the 
United States shall assign to the said department, or rela- 
tive to the granting of lands to persons entitled thereto, for 
military services rendered to the United States, or relative 
to Indian affairs, (c) And furthermore, that the said prin- 
cipal officer shall conduct the business of the said depart- 
ment in such manner as the President of the United States 
shall from time to time order or instruct. 



Chapter 1. — Approved, January 13, 1794. — Vol. 1, p. 341. 

An Act making an alteration in the flag of the United States, [d) 

That from and after the first day of May, Anno Domini one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, the flag of the United 
States be fifteen stripes, alternate red and white. That the Union 
be fifteen stars, white, in a bhie field. 

(a) How the Department originated — see vol. i, page 49, note b. 
(6) Conferred on Secretary of the Navy 30 Apr. 1798, posi. p. 92. 

(c) Transferred to Secretary of the Interior 3 Mar. 1849, sec. 5. 

(d) In Congress, June 14, 1777. Resolved, That the flag of the thirteen Uni- 
ted States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be 
thirteen stars, white, in a blue field, representing a new constellation. Altered 
and established by act of 4 Apr. 1818, chap. 34. 
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Chapter 11.— Approved, March 22, 1794.— Vol. 1, p. 347. 

An Act to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade from the United States 
to any foreign place or country. 

1. Slave trade prohibited. Vessels so fitted, to be forfeited. 2. Persons fitting 
out, shall forfeit and pay $2,000. 3. Foreign vessels suspected to be 
intended for the slave trade, to give bond. 4. Citizens of United States 
taking on board persons, for the purpose of selling them as slaves, to for- 
feit $200 for each. 

Sec. 1. That (a) no citizen or citizens of the United 
States, or foreigner, or any other person coming into, or 
residing within, the same, shall, for himself or any other 
person whatsoever, (b) either as master, factor, or owner, 
build, fit, (c) equip, load, or otherwise prepare, any ship or 
vessel, within any port or place of the said United States, 
nor (d) shall cause any ship or vessel to sail from any port 
or place within the same, for the purpose of carrying on 
any trade or traffic in slaves, to any foreign country ; or 
for the purpose of procuring, from any foreign kingdom, 
place, or country, the inhabitants of such kingdom, place, 
or country, to be transported to any foreign country, port,. 
or place, whatever, to be sold or disposed of as slaves ; and 
if any ship or vessel shall be so fitted out, as aforesaid, for 
the said purposes, or shall be caused to sail, so as aforesaid,. 

{a) The forfeiture under this act is of admiralty jurisdiction : 3 Dal. 297, La 
Vengeance, 2 Crauch, 406; 9 Wheaton, 381. 

(J) If the original design of the equipment was to carry on the slave trade, 
it is immaterial whether the vessel is owned by a citizen or a foreigner : 9 
Wheat, 409-413, the St. Jago de Cuba; 10 Wheat, 133, the Plattsburg. The 
pretended transfer to a Spanish subject and the commencement of a new voy- 
age from Cuba was not suflScient to avoid the forfeiture of the original adven- 
ture : 10 Wheat, 133, the Plattsburg; 9 do. 409-413, the St. Jago de Cuba. 

(c) The fitting need not be completed and the vessel ready for sea; if so far 
fitted as to show the purpose, she is liable to the forfeiture : 9 Wheat, 381-389, 
the Emily and the Caroline; same, 409-413, the St. Jago de Cuba; 12 Wheat, 
460-473, U. S. vs. Gooding. 

(d) The libel for breach of this law need not be as precise as the indictment: 
9 Wheat, 381; and same, 391, the Merino. The libel alleged "that the said 
vessel was fitted out at a port of the United States, viz : at Charleston, or caused 
to be sailed, Ac." for the purpose, Ac, held that stating the charge in the same 
count in the alternative was sustainable : 9 Wheat, 287-331, the Emily and the- 
Caroline— see 7 Cranch, 496, s. c. commented on. 
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every sucli ship, or vessel, her tackle, furniture, apparel, 
and other appurtenances, shall be forfeited to the United 
States; and shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted, and 
condemned, in any of the circuit courts or district court for 
the district, where the said ship or vessel may be found and 
seized. 

Sec. 2. That all and every person so building, fitting 
out, equipping, loading, or otherwise preparing, or sending 
away, any ship or vessel, knowing, or intending, that the 
same shall be employed in such trade or business, contrary 
to the true intent and meaning of this act, or any ways 
aiding or abetting therein, shall severally forfeit and pay 
the sum of two thousand dollars ; one moiety thereof to 
the nse of the United States, and the other moiety thereof 
to the use of him or her who shall sue for and prosecute 
the same. 

Sec. 3. That the owner, master, or factor, of each and 
every foreign ship or vessel, clearing out for any of the 
coasts or kingdoms of Africa, or suspected to be intended 
for the slave trade, and the suspicion being declared to the 
officer of the customs by any citizen, on oath or affirmation, 
and such information being to the satisfaction of the said 
officer, shall first give bond with sufficient sureties to the 
Treasurer of the United States, that none of the natives of 
Africa, or any other foreign country, or place, shall be 
taken on board the said ship or vessel, to be transported or 
sold as slaves in any other foreign port or place whatever, 
within nine months thereafter. 

Sec. 4. That if any citizen or citizens of the United 
States shall, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this 
act, take on board, receive, or transport any such persons, 
as above described in this act, for the purpose of selling 
them as slaves, as aforesaid, he or they shall forfeit and pay 
for each and every person so received on board, transported, 
or sold as aforesaid, the sum of two hundred dollars, to be 
recovered in any court of the United States proper to try 
the same ; the one moiety thereof to the use of the United 
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States, and the other moiety to the use of such person or 
persons who shall sue for and prosecute the same. 

[Approved, March 22, 1Y94.] 

Vide May 10, 1800, ch. 51. Apr. 20, 1818, ch. 91. 

Mar. 2, 1807, ch. 22. Mar. 3, 1819, ch. 101. 



Chapter 12.— Approved, March 27, 1794.— Vol. 1, p. 350. 

An Act to provide a naval armament, {a) 

Whereas, the depredations committed by the Algerine corsairs 
on the commerce of the United States, render it necessary that a 
naval force should be provided for its protection : 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be authorized 
to provide, by purchase or otherwise, equip and employ, four 
ships to carry forty-four guns each, and two ships to carry thirty- 
six guns each. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be employed on board each of the said 
ships of forty-four guns, one captain, four lieutenants, one lieuten- 
ant of marines, one chaplain, one surgeon, and two surgeon's 
mates ; and in each of the ships of thirty-six guns, one captain, 
three lieutenants, one lieutenant of marines, one surgeon, and one 
surgeon's mate, who shall be appointed and commissioned in like 
manner as other officers of the United States are. 

Sec. 3. That there shall be employed, in each of the said ships, 
the following warrant-officers, who shall be appointed by the Pres- 
ident of the United States, to wit : one sailing-master, one purser, 
one boatswain, one gunner, one sail-maker, one carpenter, and 
eight midshipmen ; and the following petty officers, who shall be 
appointed by the captains of the ships, respectively, in which they 
are to be employed, viz: two master's mates, one captain's clerk, 
two boatswain's mates, one cockswain, one sail-maker's mate, two 
gunner's mates, one yeoman of the gun-room, nine quarter-gun- 
ners, (and for the four larger ships) two additional quarter-gnn- 
ners, two carpenter's mates, one armorer, one steward, one cooper, 
one master-at-arms, and one cook. 

Sec. 4. That the crews of each of the said ships of forty-four 
guns shall consist of one hundred and fifty seamen, one hundred 
and three midshipmen and ordinary seamen, one sergeant, one 
corporal, one drum, one fife, and fifty marines : And that the crews 
of each of the said ships of thirty-six guns shall consist of one 
hundred and thirty able seamen and midshipmen, ninety ordinary 

(a) Expired — see sec. 9. 
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seamen, one sergeant, two corporals, one drum, one fife, and forty 
marines, over and above the officers herein before mentioned. 

Sec. 5. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, empowered to provide, by purchase or otherwise, in lieu 
of the said six ships, a naval force not exceeding in the whole, 
that by this act directed, so that no ship thus provided, shall carry 
less than thirty-two guns ; or he may so provide any proportion 
thereof, which, in his discretion, he may think proper. 

Sec. 6. That the pay and subsistence of the respective commis- 
sioned and warrant oiBcers be as follows : A captain, seventy-five 
dollars per month, and six rations per day; a lieutenant, forty 
dollars per month, and three rations per day; a lieutenant of 
marines, twenty-six dollars per month, and two rations per day ; a 
chaplain, forty dollars per month, and two rations per day ; a sail- 
ing-master, forty dollars per month, and two rations per day; a 
surgeon, fifty dollars per month, and two rations per day ; a sur- 
geon's mate, thirty dollars per month, and two rations per day ; a 
purser, forty dollars per month, and two rations per day ; a boat- 
swain, fourteen dollars per month, and two rations per day; a 
gunner, fourteen dollars per month, and two rations per day ; a 
sail-maker, fourteen dollars per month, and two rations per day ; 
a carpenter, fourteen dollars per month, and two rations per day. 

Sec. Y. That the pay to be allowed to the petty officers, mid- 
shipmen, seamen, ordinary seamen and marines, shall be fixed by 
the President of the "United States : Provided, That the whole 
sum to be given for the whole pay aforesaid shall not exceed 
twenty-seven thousand dollars per month, and that each of the 
said persons shall be entitled to one ration per day. 

Sec. 8. That the ration shall consist of, as follows: Sunday, 
one pound of bread, one pound and a half of beef, and half a 
pint of rice : Monday, one pound of bread, one pound of pork, 
half a pint of peas or beans, and four ounces of cheese : Tuesday, 
one pound of bread, one pound and a half of beef, and one pound 
of potatoes or turnips, and pudding : Wednesday, one pound of 
bread, two ounces of butter, or, in lieu thereof, six ounces of mo- 
lasses, four ounces of cheese, and half a pint of rice : Thursday, 
one pound of bread, one pound of pork, and half a pint of peas 
or beans : Friday, one pound of bread, one pound of salt fish, two 
ounces of butter or one gill of oil, and one pound of potatoes: 
Saturday, one pound of bread, one pound of pork, half a pint of 
peas or beans, and four ounces of cheese. And there shall also 
be allowed, one half-pint of distilled spirits per day, or, in lieu 
thereof, one quart of beer per day, to each ration. 

Sec. 9. That if a peace shall take place between the United 
States and the Regency of Algiers, that no farther proceeding be 
had under this act. 

[_Approved, March 2T, 1T94.J 
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Chapter 46.— Approved, June 5, 1794.— Vol. 1, p. 376. 

An Act to authorize the President of the United States, during the recess of 
the present Congress, to cause to ie purchased or built, a number of ves- 
sels, to be equipped as galleys, or otherwise, in the service of the United 
States. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, during the recess of the present Congress, if 
the same shall appear to him to be necessary for the protection of 
the United States, to cause a number of vessels, not exceeding 
ten, to be built or purchased, and to be fitted out, manned, armed, 
and equipped, as galleys, or otherwise, in the service of the United 
States ; the of&cers and men to be on the same pay, and to receive 
the same subsistence as officers of the same rank and men are 
entitled to in the navy of the United States. 

Sec. 2. That the said officers shall be appointed and commis- 
sioned by the President of the United States, and the said galleys 
or vessels be stationed in such parts of the United States as he 
may direct. 

Sec. 3. That there be appropriated, for the purpose aforesaid, 
the sum of eighty thousand dollars, to be paid out of the proceeds 
of any revenue of the United States, vfhich now are, or hereafter, 
during the present session, shall be, provided, not being otherwise 
appropriated. And that the President of the United States be 
authorized to take on loan, of the Bank of the United States, or 
of any other body politic or corporate, person or persons, the said 
sum of eighty thousand dollars, to be reimbursed, principal and 
interest, out of the said proceeds appropriated as aforesaid, accord- 
ing to such contract or contracts, which shall be made concerning 
the same. 



Chapter 14. — Approved, April 20, 1796. — Vol. 1, p. 453. 

An Act supplementary to an act, entitled "An act to provide a naval 
armament." 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be authorized 
to continue the construction and equipment (with all convenient 
expedition) of two frigates of forty-four, and (a) one of thirty-six 
guns ; any thing in the act, entitled " An act to provide a naval 
armament," to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. That so much of the sum of six hundred and eighty- 
eight thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight dollars and eighty- 
two cents, which, by the act of June the ninth, one thousand 

(a) Chap. 12, ante, p. 85. 
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seven hundred and ninety-four, was appropriated (to defray the 
expenses to be incurred pursuant to the act to provide a naval 
armament) as remains unexpended, as well as the sum of eighty 
thousand dollars which was appropriated for a provisional equip- 
ment of galleys, by the before recited act, be appropriated for the 
said purposes. 

Sec. 3. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby authorized, to cause to be sold, such part of the perishable 
materials as may not be wanted for completing the three frigates, 
and to cause the surplus of the other materials to be safely kept 
for the future use of the TJnitea States. 

^Approved, April 20, 1Y96.] 



Chapter 7. — Approved, July 1, 1797.— Vol. 1, p. 523. 

An Act providing a naval arma-meni. [a) 

Sbc. ]. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, empowered, should he deem it expedient, to cause the 
frigates United States, Constitution, and Constellation, to be 
manned and employed. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be employed on board each of the 
ships of forty-four guns, one captain, four lieutenants, two lieuten- 
ants of marines, one chaplain, one surgeon, and two surgeon's 
mates ; and in the ship of thirty-six guns, one captain, three lieu- 
tenants, one lieutenant of marines, one surgeon, and one surgeon's 
mate. 

Sec. 3. That there shall be employed, in each of the said ships 
the following warrant officers, who shall be appointed by the Pres- 
ident of the United States, to wit : one sailing-master, one purser, 
one boatswain, one gunner, one sail-maker, one carpenter, and 
eight midshipmen ; and the following petty officers, who shall be 
appointed by the captains of the ships respectively, in which they 
are to be employed, viz : two master's mates, one captain's clerk, 
two boatswain's mates, one cockswain, one sailmaker's mate, two 
gunner's mates, one yeoman of the gun-room, nine quarter gun- 
ners, (and for the two larger ships two additional quarter gunners) 
two carpenter's mates, one armorer, one steward, one cooper, one 
master-at-arms, and one cook. 

Sec. 4. That the crews of each of the ships of forty-four guns 
shall consist of one hundred and fifty seamen, one hundred and 
three midshipmen and ordinary seamen, three sergeants, three 
corporals, one drum, one fife, and fifty marines ; and that the crew 
of the ship of thirty-six guns shall consist of one hundred and 

(a) Expired — see 14tli sec. 
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thirty able seamen and midshipmen ; ninety ordinary seamen, two 
sergeants, two corporals, one drum, one fife, and forty marines, 
over and above the officers herein before mentioned. 

Sec. 5. That the pay and subsistence of the respective commis- 
sioned and warrant officers be as follows : A captain, seventy-five 
dollars per month, and six rations per day; a lieutenant, forty 
dollars per month, and three rations per day; a lieutenant of 
marines, thirty dollars per month, and two rations per day ; a 
chaplain, forty dollars per month, and two rations per day; a 
sailing master, forty dollars per month, and two rations per day ; 
a surgeon, fifty dollars per month, and two rations per day ; a 
surgeon's mate, thirty dollars per month, and two rations per day ; 
a purser, forty dollars per month, and two rations per day ; a 
boatswain, twenty dollars per month, and two rations per day ; a 
gunner, twenty dollars per mouth, and two rations per day ; a sail- 
maker, twenty dollars per month, and two rations per day; a 
carpenter, twenty dollars per month, and two rations per day. 

Sec. 6. That the pay to be allowed to the petty officers, mid- 
shipmen, seamen, ordinary seamen, and marines, shall be fixed by 
the President of the United States : provided, That the whole 
sum to be given for the whole pay aforesaid, shall not exceed 
fifteen thousand dollars per month, and that each of the said per- 
sons shall be entitled to one ration per day. 

Sec. Y. That the ration shall consist of, as follows: Sunday, 
one pound of bread, one pound and a half of beef, and half 
pint of rice : Monday, one pound of bread, one pound of pork, 
half a pint of peas or beans, and four ounces of cheese : Tuesday, 
one pound of bread, one pound and a half of beef, and one pound 
of potatoes, or turnips and pudding : Wednesday, one pound of 
bread, two ounces of butter, or in lieu thereof, six ounces of 
molasses, four ounces of cheese, and half a pint of rice : Thurs- 
day, one pound of bread, one pound of pork, and half a pint of 
peas or beans : Friday, one pound of bread, one pound of salt 
fish, two ounces of butter, or one gill of oil, and one pound of 
potatoes : Saturday, one pound of bread, one pound of pork, half 
a pint of peas or beans, and four ounces of cheese; and there 
shall also be allowed one half pint of distilled spirits per day, to 
each ration. 

Sec. 8. That the officers, non-commissioned officers, seamen, 
and marines, belonging to the navy of the United States, shall be 
governed by the rules (a) for the regulation of the navy heretofore 
established by the resolution of Congress of the twenty-eighth of 
November, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, as far as 
the same may be applicable to the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, or by such rules and articles as may hereafter be 
established. 

(a) These rules are similar to those adopted by act, approved Apr. 23, 1800, 
chap. 33. 
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Sec. 9. That the appointmtot of the ofiScers to the frigates 
may be made by the President alone in the recess of the Senate ; 
and their commissions, if so appointed, shall continue in force till 
the advice and consent of the Senate can be had thereupon at 
their next meeting which may happen thereafter. 

Sec. 10. That the seamen and marines shall not be engaged to 
serve on board the frigates for a period exceeding one year ; but 
the President may discharge the same sooner, if in his judgment 
their services may be dispensed with. 

Sec. 11. That if any officer, non-commissioned officer, marine, 
or seaman, belonging to the navy of the United States, shall be 
wounded or disabled, while in the line of his duty in public ser- 
vice, he shall be placed on the list of the invalids of the United 
States, at such rate of pay, and under such regulations as shall be 
directed by the President of the United States. Provided always, 
That the rate of compensation to be allowed for such wounds or 
disabilities to a commissioned or warrant officer shall never exceed, 
for the highest disability, half the monthly pay of such officer at 
the time of his being so disabled or wounded ; and that the rate 
of compensation to non-commissioned officers, marines, and sea- 
men, shall never exceed five dollars per month: And provided, 
also, That all inferior disabilities shall entitle the person so disa- 
bled to receive an allowance proportionate to the highest dis- 
ability. 

Sec. 12. That the President of the United States be, and he 
is hereby, authorized, if circumstances should hereafter arise, which 
in his opinion may render it expedient, to increase the strength of 
the several revenue cutters, so that the number of men employed 
do not exceed thirty marines and seamen to each cutter ; and 
cause the said revenue cutters to be employed to defend the sea- 
coast, and to repel any hostility to their vessels and commerce 
within their jurisdiction, having due regard to the duty of the said 
cutters, in the protection of the revenue. 

Sec. 13. That the compensations established by the first section 
of the act passed on the sixth day of May, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, entitled " An act making further provision 
relative to the revenue cutters," be, and the same is hereby, con- 
tinued and confirmed, on the terms and conditions of the said act, 
to the mariners and marines who are, or may be, employed as 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 14. That this act shall continue in force for the term of 
one year, and from thence to the end of the then next session of 
Congress, and no longer. 

\_Approved, July 1, 1191. J 
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Chapter 31.— Approved, April 27, 1798.— Vol. 1, p. 552. 

An Act to provide an additional a.rmament for the further protection of the 
trade of the United States; and for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized and empowered to cause to be built, jjur- 
chased, or hired, a number of vessels, not exceeding twelve, nor 
carrying more than twenty-two guns each, to be armed, fitted out, 
and manned under his direction. 

Sec. 2. That the number and grade of the officers to be ap- 
pointed for the service of the said vessels shall be fixed by the 
President of the United States, as well as the number of men, of 
which the respective crews shall be composed, who, as well as 
officers, seamen and marines, shall receive the same pay and sub-; 
sistence, be entitled to the same advantages and compensations, 
be governed by the same rules and regulations, and be engaged 
for the same time and on the same conditions, as by an act of the 
United States, passed the first of July, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-seven, entitled "An act providing a naval armament," 
is ascertained and established, as fully as if the particular provi- 
sions of that act, having reference thereto, were herein inserted at 
large. Provided always, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause the term of enlistment of 
the seamen and marines, to be employed in any vessel of the 
United States, to be extended beyond one year, if the vessel 
should then be at sea, and until ten days after such vessel shall 
arrive in some convenient port of the United States thereafter ; 
anything contained in this act, or in the act intituled " An act 
providing a naval armament," to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 3. That the officers of the aforesaid vessels may, during 
the recess of the Senate, be appointed and commissioned by the 
President alone. 

Sec. 4. That the sum of nine hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars be, and are hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury of the United States beyond the appropriations that 
may heretofore have been charged thereon, for the purpose of 
carrying the objects of this/act into execution. 
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Chapter 35.— Approved, April 30, 1798.— Vol. 1, p. 558. 

An Act to establish an executive department to be denominated the depart- 
ment (a) of the navy. 

1. Secretary of the Navy — his duty. 2. He may appoint clerks. 3. He may 
take possession of the booksj &c., in the war office, which relate to his 
department. 4. Salary of the Secretary and his clerks. 6. Part of the 
act establishing the "War Department repealed. 

Sec. 1. That there shall be an Executive Department 
under the denomination of the Department of the Navy, 
the chief officer of which shall be called the Secretary of 
the Navy, whose duty {b) it shall be to execute such orders 
as he shall receive from the President of the United 
States, relative to the procurement of naval stores and 
materials, and the construction, armament, equipment, and 
employment of vessels of war, as well as all other matters 
connected with the naval establishment of the United 
States. 

Sec. 2. That a principal clerk, and such other clerks as 
he shall think necessary, shall be appointed by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, who shall be employed in such manner 
as he shall deem most expedient. In case of vacancy in 
the office of the Secretary, by removal or otherwise, it shall 
be the duty of the principal clerk to take the charge and 
custody of all the books, records, and documents of the 
said office. 

Sec. 3. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and empowered, immediately after he 
shall be appointed, and shall enter upon the duties of his 
office, to take possession of all the records, books, and 
documents, and all other matters and things appertaining 
to this department, which are now deposited in the office of 
the Secretary of War. 

(a) It had been under the control of the Secretary of War by act 7 Aug; 
1789, chap. 7, ante, p. 82. 

(6) The duties he has to perform are not merely ministerial: 14 Peters, 497, 
Decatur ys. Paulding ; 6 How. 101. 
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Sec. 4. That there shall be allowed to the Secretary of 
the Navy an annual salary of three thousand dollars, (a) 
payable quarter-yearly at the Treasury of the United States ; 
and the respective clerks (b) in the of&ce of the said depart- 
ment shall receive the same compensation, and be subject 
to the same regulations, as are provided by an act, supple- 
mental to the act establishing the Treasury Department, 
and for a further compensation to certain officers in the 
offices of the other executive departments. 

Sec. 5. That so much of an act, entituled "An act(c) to 
establish an executive department, to be denominated the 
department of war," as vests any of the powers contem- 
plated by the provisions of this act in the Secretary for the 
Department of "War, shall be repealed, from and after the 
period when the Secretary of the Navy shall enter on the 
duties of his office. 

[^Approved, April 30, 1T98.] 

Vide Mar. 3, 1815. Mar. 1, 1817. May 7, 1826. 

Apr. 29, 1816. Mar. 3, 1821. Mar. 3, 1836. 



Chapteb 39. — Approved, May 4, 1798. — Vol. 1, p. 556. 

An Act to authorize the President of the United States to cause to be pur- 
chased, or built, a number of small vessels, to be equipped as galleys, or 
otherwise. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, if the same shall appear to him necessary for 
the protection of the United States, to cause a number of small 
Tessels, not exceeding ten, to be built, or purchased, and to be 
fitted out, manned, armed and equipped as galleys, or otherwise, 
in the service of the United States, the ofScers and men to be on 
the same pay, and to receive the same subsistence, as officers of 
the same rank and men are entitled to in the navy of the United 
States. 

(a) Salary increased, by act of 2 Mar. 1799, to S4,600 per annum; and by 
act of 20 Feb. 1819, to $6,000, commencing from 1 Jan. 1819; and by act of 3 
Mar. 1863, chap. 97, to $8,000. 

(6) Classified and compensation fixed by act of 3 Mar. 1853, chap. 97, sec. 3. 

(c) 7 Aug. 1789, chap. 7, and subsequent acts. 
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Sec. 2. That the said officers shall be appointed and commis- 
sioned by the President of the United States alone during the 
recess of the Senate ; and the said galleys or vessels shall be 
stationed in such parts of the United States as he may direct. 

Sec. 3. That there be appropriated, for the purpose aforesaid, 
the sum of eighty thousand dollars, out of any moneys ia the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

^Approved, May 4, 1798.] 



Chaptes 48.— Approved, May 28, 1798.— Vol. 1, p. 561. 

An Act more effectually/ to protect the commerce and coasts of the United 

States. 

Whereas armed vessels sailing under authority or pretence of 
authority from the Republic of Trance, having committed depre- 
dations on the commerce of the TJnited States, and have recently 
captured the vessels and property of citizens thereof, on and near 
the coasts, in violation of the law of nations, and treaties between 
the United States and the Trench nation. Therefore : 

That it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, 
and he is hereby authorized to instruct and direct the commanders 
of the armed vessels belonging to the United States to seize, take, 
and bring into any port of the United States, to be proceeded 
against according to the laws of nations, any such armed vessel 
which shall have committed or which shall be found hovering on 
the coasts of the United States, for the purpose of committing 
depredations on the vessels belonging to citizens thereof; and 
also, to retake any ship or vessel, of any citizen or citizens of the 
United States, which may have been captured by any such armed 
vessel. 



Ohaptee 55.— Approved, June 22, 1798.— Vol. 1, p. 569. 

An Act to amend the act, intituled "An act providing anaval armament," 
and the act intituled "An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause to be purchased or built, a number of small vessels, to be 
equipped as galleys, or otherwise." 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized, when he shall think fit, to increase the 
strength of any revenue- cutter, for the purposes of defence, against 
hostilities near the sea-coast, to employ on board the same, at his 
discretion, not exceeding seventy marines and seamen ; any thing 
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in the act, intitutled "An act (a) providing a naval armament," to 
the contrary hereof notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United States shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to fix the degree of rank, and the rate of 
pay and subsistence, not exceeding what is allowed upon the naval 
establishment, which shall be granted and allowed to the officers 
who shall be duly commissioned in the service of the United States 
on board of any small vessel or galley, which shall be fitted out 
under his orders, pursuant to the act, intituled "An act to author- 
ize the President of the United States to cause to be purchased, 
or built, a number of small vessels, to be equipped as galleys, or 
otherwise ;" (6) any thing therein to the contrary hereof notwith- 
standing. 

[Approved, June 22, 1198.] 



Chapter 56.— Approved, June 22, 1798.— Vol. 1, p. 569. 

An Act to extend the privilege nf franking letters and packets to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, (c) 

That all letters and packets, to or from the Secretary of the 
Navy, shall be received and conveyed by post, free of postage, 
under the like restrictions and limitations as are provided respect- 
ing letters and packets to or from the heads of the other depart- 
ments of the Government, by the nineteenth section of the act, 
entitled "An act to establish the post office and post roads within 
the United States." 



Chapter 62.— Approved, June 28, 1798.— Yol. 1, p. 574. 

An Act in addition to the act more effectually to protect the commerce and 
coasts of the United States, [d) 

Sec. 1. That all such armed vessels as may be seized, taken 
and brought into any port of the United States, in pursuance of 
the act, entitled " An act more effectually to protect the commerce 
and coasts of the United States," with the apparel, guns and 
appurtenances, of such vessels, and the goods and effects which 
shall be found on board the same, shall be liable to forfeiture and 

(a) Chap. 1, 1 July, 1797. 
(6) Chap. 39, i May, 1798. 

(c) See act 2 Mar. 1799, chap. 43, sec. 17. 

(d) See act of 3 Mar. 1800, chap. 14, and 23 Apr. 1800, which seems to sus- 
pend and supply this act. 
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condemnation, and may be libelled and proceeded against in the 
district courts of the United States, for the district into which the 
same may be brought. Provided, That such forfeiture shall not 
extend to any goods or effects, the property of any citizen or per- 
son resident within the United States, and which shall have been 
before taken by the crew of such captured vessel. 

Sec. 2. (a) Thatwheneverany vessel, the property of, or employed 
by, any citizen of the United States, or person resident therein, or 
any goods or effects belonging to any such citizen or resident, 
shall be re-captured by any public armed vessel of the United 
States, the same shall be restored to the former owner or owners, 
upon due proof, he or they paying and allowing, as and for salvage 
to the re-captors, one-eighth part of the value of such vessel, 
goods, and effects, free of all deduction and expenses. 

Sec. 3. That whenever any armed vessel, captured and con- 
demned as aforesaid, shall have been of superior or equal force to 
the public armed vessel of the United States by which such capture 
shall have been made, the forfeiture shall be and accrue wholly to 
the captors : and in other cases, one-half thereof shall be to the 
use of the United States, and the residue to the captors. And all 
salvage which shall be allowed and recovered upon any vessel, 
goods or effects re-captured, and to be restored, as aforesaid, shall 
belong wholly to the officers and crew of the public armed vessel 
of the United States by which such re-capture shall be made : 
and the court before whom any condemnation shall be had, as 
aforesaid, shall and may order the sale of the vessel, goods and 
effects condemned, to be made at public auction, upon due notice 
by the marshal of the district in which the same shall be : and all 
expenses of condemnation and sale being deducted from the pro- 
ceeds, the part thereof which shall accrue to the United States' 
shall be paid into the public treasury, and the residue, and all 
allowances of salvage as aforesaid, shall be distributed to and 
among the officers and crews concerned therein, in the proportions 
which the President of the United States shall direct. 

Sec. 4. That it shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States to cause the officers and crews of the vessels so captured, 
and hostile persons found on board any vessel which, shall be re- 
captured, as aforesaid, to be confined in any place of safety within 
the United States, in such manner as he may think the public 
interest may require; and all marshals and other officers of the 
United States are hereby required to execute such orders as the 
President may issue for the said purpose. 
\_Approved, June 28, 1798.] 

(a) See 3 Mar. 1800, chap. 14, sec. 1. 



Fifth Congeess, Second Session. 97 



Chapter 64.— Approved, June 30, 1798.— Yol. 1, p. 575. 

An Act supplementary to the act, intituled " An act to provide an additional 
armament for the further protection of the trade of the United States ; 
and for other purposes." (a) 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to accept, in behalf of the United States, 
of the proposals of any persons who shall offer and undertake to 
complete, provide and deliver, to the use, and upon the credit of 
the United States, on terms in his opinion advantageous or conve- 
nient, any vessel or vessels, now building, or to be built within the 
United States, of a model and size which he shall approve, and 
armed and equipped, or suitable to be armed for the public ser- 
vice : and upon the delivery of the vessel or vessels, according to 
such proposals, or to the acceptance of the President of the United 
States, he may cause proper certificates, or other evidence of the 
debt or obligation of the United States incurred thereby, to be 
made and given at the Treasury Department, and which shall be 
there registered, to the use and benefit of the persons concerned : 
provided, That not more than twelve vessels, in addition to those 
already authorized, shall and may be procured, by virtue hereof: 
and provided, That not more than six per cent, per annum shall 
be allowed for any credit which shall be given under this act. 
And all certificates of debt shall be redeemable at the will of 
Congress. 

Sec. 2. That the vessels authorized by the act, intituled "An 
act to provide an additional armament for the further protection 
of the trade of the United States, and for other purposes," and 
those which shall be authorized by this act, shall be procured and 
accepted according to the following rates, as nearly as may be ; 
that is to say : six of them not exceeding eighteen guns each, and 
twelve of them not less than twenty, or exceeding twenty-four 
guns each, and six not less than thirty-two guns each ; and the 
guns for each vessel to be of such calibre and weight of metal as 
the President of the United States shall approve ; any thing in 
the said former act to the contrary hereof notwithstanding. 

Sec. 3. That the President of the United States may, at his 
discretion, accept of any vessel armed and equipped, or suitable 
to be armed, of a model, size and force proper for the public 
service, which any State, body politic or corporate, citizen or 
citizens of the United States, shall voluntarily offer and give, for 
the use of the United States, to increase the naval armament. 

Sec. 4. That the President of the United States shall be, and he 
is hereby authorized to determine and direct, according to the rate 
of each vessel which shall be furnished or accepted in pursuance 

(a) Chap. 31, 27 Apr. 1798, ante, p. 91. 
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of this act, the rank, pay, and subsistence of the commissioned 
and warrant officers, who shall be appointed thereto; and the 
number of men to be engaged, and the pay to be allowed them, 
not exceeding the proportionable grades and allowances which 
are or shall be authorized by law for the navy of the United 
States. And all officers of the said navy, according to their 
respective ranks, shall be appointed in the manner prescribed by 
the act, intituled, "An act to provide a naval armament." 

Sec. 5. That the President of the United States may, at his 
discretion, increase or vary the quotas of seamen, landsmen and 
marines, to be employed on board the frigates, and may permit a 
proportion of boys for them, and the other vessels of the navy of 
the United States, according to the exigencies of the public service. 

^Approved, June 30, 1198.] 



Chapter 68.— Approved, July 9, 1798.— Vol. 1, p. 578. 

An Act further to protect the commerce of the United States, (a) 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to instruct the commanders of the public 
armed vessels which are, or which shall be employed in the service 
of the United States, to subdue, seize, and take, any armed French 
vessel, which shall be found in the jurisdictional limits of the 
United States, or elsewhere, on the high seas, and such captured 
vessel, with her apparel, guns, and appurtenances, and the goods 
or effects which shall be found on board the same, being Trench 
property, shall be brought within some port of the United States, 
and shall be duly proceeded against and condemned as forfeited ; 
and shall accrue and be distributed, as by law is or shall be pro- 
vided respecting the captures which shall be made by the public 
armed vessels of the United States. 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United States shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to grant to the owners of private armed 
ships and vessels of the United States, who shall make application 
therefor, special commissions in the form which he shall direct, and 
under the seal of the United States ; and such private armed ves- 
sels, when duly commissioned, as ' aforesaid, shall have the same 

(a) The commander of an armed vessel of the TTnited States has a right to 
stop vessels on the high seas for examination, Malay vs. Shattuck, 3 Cranch, 
458. 1 Cond. Eep. 697. 

The right of capture is entirely derived from the law; it is a limited right 
which is subject to all the restraints which legislation has imposed, and is to 
he exercised in the manner its wisdom has prescribed. The Thomas Gibbons, 
8 Cranoh, 421. Cond. Eep. 193. 
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license and authority for subduing, seizing, and capturing, any 
armed French vessel, and for the recapture of the vessels, goods, 
and effects, of the people of the United States, as the public 
armed vessels of the United States may by law have ; and shall be, 
in like manner, subject to such instructions as shall be ordered by 
the President of the United States, for the regulation of their 
conduct. And the commissions which shall be granted, as afore- 
said, shall be revocable at the pleasure of the President of the 
United States. 

Sec. 3. Provided, That every person intending to set forth 
and employ an armed vessel, and applying for a commission, as 
aforesaid, shall produce in writing the name, and a suitable descrip- 
tion of the tonnage and force of the vessel, and the name and place 
of residence of each owner concerned therein, the number of the 
crew, and the name of the commander, and the two officers next 
in rank, appointed for such vessel ; which writing shall be signed 
by, the person or persons making such application, and filed with 
the Secretary of State, or shall be delivered to any other officer or 
person who shall be employed to deliver out such commissions, to 
be by him transmitted to the Secretary of State. 

SecI 4. And provided, That before any commission, as afore- 
said, shall be issued, the owner or owners of the ship or vessel for 
which the same shall be requested, and the commander thereof, for 
the time being, shall give bond to the United States,, with at least 
two responsible sureties, not interested in such vessel, in the penal 
sum of seven thousand dollars ; or if such vessel be provided with 
more than one hundred and fifty men, then in the penal sum of 
fourteen thousand dollars ; with condition that the owners, and 
officers, and crews who shall be employed on board of such com- 
missioned vessel, shall and will observe the treaties and laws of the 
United States, and the instructions which shall be given them for 
the regulation of their conduct : And will satisfy all damages and 
injuries which shall be done or committed, contrary to the tenor 
thereof, by such vessel, during her commission, and to deliver up 
the same when revoked by the President of the United States. 

Sec. 5. That all armed French vessels, together with their 
apparel, guns, and appurtenances, and any goods or effects which 
shall be found on board the same, being French property, and 
which shall be captured by any private armed, vessel or vessels of 
the United States, duly commissioned, as aforesaid; shall be for- 
feited, and shall accrue to the owners thereof, and, the officers and 
crews by whom such captures shall be made ; and on due condem- 
nation had, shall be distributed according to any agreement which 
shall be between them ; or in failure of such agreement, then by 
the discretion of the court before whom such condemnation shall 
be. 

Sec. 6. That all vessels, goods, and effects, the property of any 
citizen of the United States, or person resident therein, which 
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shall be re-captured, as aforesaid, shall be restored to the lawful 
owners, upon payment by them, respectively, of a just and reason- 
able salvage, to be determined by the mutual agreement of the 
parties concerned, or by the decree of any court of the United 
States having maritime jurisdiction according to the nature of 
each case : Provided, That such allowance shall not be less than 
one-eighth, or exceeding one-half of the full value of such re-cap- 
ture, without any deduction. And such salvage shall be distri- 
buted to and among the owners, officers, and crews of the private 
armed vessel or vessels entitled thereto, according to any agree- 
ment which shall be between them ; or in case of no agreement, 
then by the decree of the court who shall determine, upon such 
salvage. 

Sec. T. That before breaking bulk of any vessel which shall be 
captured, as aforesaid, or other disposal or conversion thereof, or 
of any articles which shall be found on board the same, such 
capture shall be brought into some port of the United States, and 
shall be libelled and proceeded against before the district court of 
the same district; and if after a due course of proceedings, such 
capture shall be decreed as forfeited in the district court, or in the 
circuit court of the same district, in the case of any appeal duly 
allowed, the same shall be delivered to the owners and captors 
concerned therein, or shall be publicly sold by the marshal of the 
same court, as shall be finally decreed and ordered by the court. 
And the same court, who shall have final jurisdiction of any libel 
or complaint of any capture, as aforesaid, shall and may decree 
restitution, in whole or in part, when the capture and restraint 
shall have been made without just cause, as aforesaid ; and if made 
without probable cause, or otherwise unreasonably, may order and 
decree damages and costs to the party injured, and for which the 
owners, ofiicers, and crews of the private armed vessel or vessels 
by which such unjust capture shall have been made, and also such 
vessel or vessels shall be answerable and liable. 

Sec. 8. That all French persons and others, who shall be found 
acting on board any French armed vessel, which shall be captured, 
or on board of any vessel of the United States, which shall be re- 
captured, as aforesaid, shall be reported to the collector of the 
port in which they shall first arrive, and shall be delivered to the 
custody of the marshal, or some civil or military officer of the 
United States, or of any state in or near such port ; who shall 
take charge for their safe keeping and support, at the expense of 
the United States. 

[Approved, July 9, IMS.j 
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Chaptee 72.— Approved, July 11, 1798.— Yol. 1, p. 594. 

An Act for the establishing mid organizing a marine corps. 

2. Pay and subsistence of officers and men. President may commission officers 
in the recess. Enlistments for three years, &c. If ordered to do duty on 
shore, staff officers how to be appointed. 6. Liable to do duty in forts and 
garrisons, Ac, as President may direct. 

Sec. 1. (a) That in addition to the present military establish- 
ment, there shall be raised and organized a corps of marines, 
which shall consist of one major, four captains, sixteen first lieu- 
tenants, twelve second lieutenants, forty-eight sergeants, forty-eight 
corporals, thirty-two drums and fifes, and seven hundred and 
twenty privates, including the marines who have been enlisted, or 
are authorized to be raised for the naval armament; and the said 
corps may be formed into as many companies or detachments as 
the President of the United States shall direct, with a proper dis- 
tribution of the commissioned and non-commissioned officers and 
musicians to each company or detachment. 

Sec. 2. That the, pay and subsistence of the said officers, 
privates, and musicians, shall be as follows, to wit: [To a 
major, fifty dollars per month, and four rations per day; to 
a captain, forty dollars per month, and three rations per 
day ; to a first lieutenant, thirty dollars (&) per month, and 
three rations per day; to a second lieutenant, tweilty-five 
dollars per month, and two rations per day]; and to the 
non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, con- 
formably to the act, entituled "An act(c) providing a naval 
armament," as shall be fixed by the President of the United 
States: And the President of the United States shall he, and is 
hereby, authorized to continue the enlistment of marines, until 
the said corps shall he complete; and, of himself, to appoint the 
commissioned officers, whenever, in the recess of the Senate, an 
appointment shall 5e necessary. And the enlistments, which 
shall he made hy virtue hereof, may he for the term, of three 

(a) This section is fully supplied by act 30 June, 1834, chap. 132, sec. 1. 

{h) There seems to be no provision for the subsistence of marines (except 
commissioned officers) by this act. The "pay of the men," &c., is provided 
for by act 2 Mar. 1833, chap. 68, sec. 1. The commissioned officers are, as to 
pay, emoluments, <tc., put upon the same footing as the infantry, by 30 July, 
1834, chap. 132, sec. 3. 

(c) 1 July, 1797, chap. 7, sec. 6, ante, p. 88. 
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years, (a) subject to he discharged hy the President of the United 
States, or by the ceasing or repeal of the laws providing for the 
naval armament. And if the marine corps, or any part of 
it, sliall be ordered by the President to do duty on shore, 
and it shall become necessary to appoint an adjutant, pay- 
master, quartermaster, sergeant-major, quartermaster-ser- 
geant, and drum and fife-major, or any of them, the major 
or commandant of the corps is hereby authorized to appoint 
such staff-ofl&cer or officers, from the line of subalterns, 
sergeants and music, respectively, who shall be entitled, 
during the time they shall do such duty, to the same extra 
pay and emoluments, which are allowed by law to officers 
acting in the same capacities in the infantry. 

Sec. 3. That the detachments of the corps of marines, hereby 
authorized, shall be made in lieu of the respective quotas of 
marines, which have been established or authorized for the frigates, 
and other armed vessels and galleys, which shall be employed in 
the service of the United States : And the President of the United 
States may detach and appoint such of the officers of this marine 
corps, to act on board the frigates, and any of the armed vessels 
of the United States, respectively, as he shall, from time to time, 
judge necessary ; any thing in the act " providing a naval arma- 
ment" to the contrary hereof notwithstanding. 

Seo. 4. That the officers, non-commissioned officers, privates 
and musicians aforesaid, shall take the same oath, and shall be 
governed by the same rules and articles of war, as are prescribed 
for the mihtary establishment of the United States, and by the 
rules for the regulation of the navy heretofore, or which shall be 
established by law, according to the nature of the service in which 
they shall be employed, and shall be entitled to the same allowance 
in case of wounds or disabilities, according to 'their respective 
ranks, as are granted by the act " to ascertain and fix the military 
establishment of the United States." 

Sec. 5. That the non-commissioned officers, musicians, seamen 
and marines, who are or shall be enlisted into the service of the 
United States ; and the non-commissioned officers and musicians 
who are, or shall be, enlisted into the army of the United States, 
shall be, and they are hereby exempted, during their term of ser- 
vice, from all personal arrests (6) for any debt or contract. 

Sec. 6. That the marine corps, established by this act, 

(a) Now for i years by 2 Mar. 1S33, chap. 6S, sec. 1, and 30 June, 1834, chap. 
132, sec. 3; for 6 years by 3 Mar. 1809. 

(5) See also act 30 June, 1834, chap. 132, sec. 2. 
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shall, at any time, be liable to do duty in tlie forts and gar- 
risons of tbe United States, on tbe sea coast, or any other 
duty on shore as the President, at his discretion, shall 
direct. 

[Approved, July 11, 1198.] 

See Apr. 18, 1814, and res. May 25, 1832. 



Chapter 82.— Approved, July 16, 1798.— Vol. 1, ^. 608. 

An Act to make a further appropriation for the additional naval armament. 

Sec. 1. That the sum of six hundred thousand dollars shall be, 
and hereby is, appropriated, to enable the President of the United 
States to cause to be built, and equipped, three ships or vessels, to 
be of a force not less than thirty-two guns each, and of the dimen- 
sions and model which he shall deem most advantageous for the 
public service, as part of the additional naval armament authorized 
by law. 

Sec. 2. That the timber and other materials belonging to the 
United States, proper for building and equipping the ships or 
vessels aforesaid, remaining in their several dock-yards, and else- 
where, may be employed under the direction of the President of 
the United States, in effecting the purposes of this act ; or may be 
otherwise disposed of as he shall think best. And the sum hereby 
appropriated shall be paid out of any unappropriated money in 
tiie treasury. 



Chapter 85.— Approved, July 16, 1798.— Vol. 1, p. 610, 

An Act to alter and amend the several acts for the establishment and regu- 
lation of the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments. 

Sec. 1. That there shall be, in the department of the navy, (a) 
an officer to be denominated accountant of the navy, who shall be 
charged with the settlement of all accounts for moneys advanced, 
and stores issued or distributed by or under the direction of the 
secretary of the navy, and who shall report, from time to time, all 
such settlements as shall have been made by him for money 
advanced or issued, for the inspection and revision of the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury. 'And the compensatiorf of the said 
accountant shall be a yearly salary of one thousand six hundred 

(a) This office al)olished 3 Mar. 1817, chap. 45, sec. 1. 
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dollars, (a) And all letters and packages to and from said 
accountant, by mail, shall be free of postage. 

Sec. 2. That (6) the Treasurer of the tJnited States shall dis- 
burse all such money as shall ha?e been previously ordered for the 
use of the department of the navy, by warrants from the Treasury, 
which disbursements shall be made pursuant to warrants from the 
Secretary of the Navy, countersigned by the accountant. 

Sec. 3. (c) That all purchases, and contracts, for supplies or 
services for the military and naval service of the United States, 
shall be made by or under the direction of the chief officers of the 
departments of war and the navy respectively, and all agents or 
contractors for supplies or services as aforesaid, shall render their 
accounts for settlement to the accountant of the proper depart- 
ment for which supplies or services are required ; subject never- 
theless to the inspection and revision of the officers of the Treasury 
in manner before prescribed. 

Sec. 4. That it shall be the duty of the purveyor (d) of the 
public supplies to execute all such orders as he may, from time to 
time, receive from the Secretary of War or Secretary of the Navy, 
relative to the procuring and providing of all kinds of stores and 
supplies ; and shall render his accounts relative thereto to the 
accountants of the proper departments, which accounts shall bfe 
subject to the inspection and revision of the officers of the Trea- 
sury as aforesaid. 

Sec. 5. That the provisions of the act passed on the eighth 
day of May, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, intituled 
"An act(e) m"aking alterations in the Treasury and War depart- 
ments," and the act passed on the twenty-third day of February, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, intituled "An act (/) 
to establish the office of Purveyor of public supplies," so far as the 
same are repugnant to the provisions of this act, be, and the same 
are hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 6. That all contracts to be made by virtue of tbis 
act, or of any law of the United States, and requiring the 
advance of money, or to be in any manner connected with 
the settlement of public accounts, shall be deposited (g) in 
the office of the Comptroller of the Treasury of the United 
States, within ninety days after their dates, respectively. 

^Approved, July 16, 1198.] 

(a) Increased to $2,000 by act of 2 Mar. 1799. 

{b) This section repealed 7 May, 1822, chap. 90, sec. 1. 

(c) This section is supplied by 3 Mar. 1809, chap. 28, sec. 5. 

(td) Office created 23 Feb. 1795, and abolished 28 Mar. 1812, chap. 46, sec. 9. 

(e) Chap. 37, vol. i, p. 279. 

(/; Chap. 27, vol. i, p. 419. 

Ig) See 3 Mar. 1809, chap. 28. 
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Chapter 3.— Approved, February 9, 1799.— Yol. 1, p. 615. 

[By the 5th section of this act the President was authorized to 
instruct public armed ships to stop and examine any ship or vessel 
of the United States, on the high seas, suspected to be engaged 
In illicit commerce with the French Republic or her dependencies, 
contrary to law, and send them into port, where, upon due proof, 
they shall be held liable for such offence.] 



Chapter 10.— Approved, Feb'y 25, 1799.— Vol. 1, p. 618. 

An Act fixing the pay of the captains and convmanders of ships and vessels 
of war of the United States. 

Sec. 1. That all the vessels in the service of the United States, 
mounting twenty guns and upwards, be commanded by captains ; 
those not exceeding eighteen guns (except galleys, which are to be 
commanded as heretofore (a) provided by law,) by masters or 
lieutenants, according to the size of the vessel, to be regulated by 
the President of the United States. (&) 

Sec. 2. That the pay (c) of captains commanding ships of thir- 
ty-two guns and upwards, be one hundred dollars per month, and 
eight rations per day ; of captains commanding ships of twenty 
and under thirty-two guns, seventy-five dollars per month, and six 
rations per day ; of a master commandant, sixty dollars per month, 
and five rations per day ; and of lieutenants, who may command 
the smaller vessels, fifty dollars per month, and four rations per day. 

Sec. 3. That whenever any officer, as aforesaid, shall be em- 
ployed in the command of a squadron, on separate service, the 
allowance of rations to such commanding officer shall be doubled 
during the continuance of such command, and no longer, except 
in the case of the commanding officer of the navy, whose allow- 
ance, while in service, shall always be at the rate of sixteen rations 
per day. (d) 



Chapter 13.— Approved, Feb'y 25, 1799.— Vol. 1, p. 621. 

An Act for the augmentation of the Navy. 

Sec. 1. That, under the orders of the President of the United 
States, and in addition to the naval armament already authorized 
by law, there shall be built within the United States, six ships of 

(a) QuEere: If by 4 May, 1798, chap. 38, toI. i, p. 556. 
(J) This section repealed by 3d section of 21 Apr. 1806, chap. 35. 
(cd) 2d and 3d sections are repealed by 3 Mar. 1835, chap. 27, providing for 
the pay of officers of the navy. 



106 Fifth Congress, Third Session. 

war, of a size to carry, and which shall be armed with, not less 
than seventy-four guns each ; and there shall be built or purchased 
within the United States, six sloops of war, of a size to carry, and 
which shall be armed with, eighteen guns each, or not exceeding 
that force ; — all which ships and vessels shall be procured, manned 
and employed, as soon as may be, for the service of the United 
States : and in part of the necessary expenditures to be incurred 
herein, a sum not exceeding one million of dollars shall be, and is 
hereby, appropriated, and shall be paid out of any moneys which 
shall be in the treasury of the United States not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United States shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to augment at his discretion, the force of 
any ship or vessel,' now in the service, or building for the service, 
of the United States, by allowing an additional number of guns 
and men therein, beyond the established rate, and according to the 
respective size and capacity of such ship or vessel : and a sum not 
exceeding thirty-five thousand dollars shall be, and is hereby, 
appropriated to defray the expense of such augmentation, and 
shall be paid out of any moneys which shall be in the treasury of 
the United States not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 3. That the President of the United States shall be, and 
is hereby, authorized to place on the naval establishment, and 
employ accordingly, all or any of the vessels, which, as revenue 
cutters, have been increased in force, and employed in the defence 
of the sea-coast, pursuant to the act intituled " An act (a) provid- 
ing a naval armament;" and thereupon the officers and crews of 
such vessels may be allowed, at the discretion of the President of 
the United States, the pay, subsistence, advantages and compensa- 
tions, proportionably to the rates of such vessels, and shall be 
governed by the rules and discipline which are, or which shall be, 
established for the navy of the United States. (&) 

[Approved, February 25, 1799.] 



Chapter 15.— Approved, Feb'y 25, 1799.— Yol. 1, p. 622. 

An Act authorizing the establishment of docks, (c) 

That two docks, for the convenience of repairing the public 
ships and vessels, be erected in suitable places, under the direction 
of the President of the United States, and that the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars be appropriated towards effecting this object, to 
be paid out of any moneys in the treasury of the United States 
not otherwise appropriated. 

(a) 1 July, 1797, chap. 7, ante, p. 88. 

(b) See chap. 22, 2 Mar. 1799, post. p. 107. 

(c) See res. 5, 22 May, 1826, ch. 47; 3 Mar. 1835, ch. 286; 31 Aug. 1842, &o. 
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Chaptee 16.— Approved, Feb'y 25, 1799.— Vol. 1, p. 622. 

An Act authorizing the purchase of Timber for naval purposes. 

That the President of the United States shall be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to direct a sum not exceeding two hundred 
thousand dollars, to be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to be laid out in the purchase of growing 
or other timber, or of lands on which timber is growing, suitable 
for the navy, and to cause the proper measures to be taken to have 
the same preserved for the future uses of the navy. 



Chapter 22.— Approved, Marcli 2, 1799.— Vol. 1, p. 699. 

[Sec. 98. (a) Provides that revenue cutters shall, when so directed 
by the President, co-operate with the navy of the United States, 
during which time they shall be under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and the expense thereof shall be defrayed by 
the agents of the Navy Department.] 



Chapter 24. — Approved, Marcli 2, 1799. — Vol. 1, p. 709. 

An Act for the government of the Navy of the United States. (6) 

Sec. 1. That the following rules and regulations be adopted 
and put in force, for the government of the navy of the United 
States. 

Article 1. The commanders of all ships and vessels, belonging 
to the United States, are strictly required to show in themselves a 
good example of honor and virtue to their officers and men, and 
to be very vigilant in inspecting the behaviour of all such as are 
under them, and to discountenance and suppress all dissolute, 
immoral, and disorderly practices, and also such as are contrary 
to the rules of discipline and obedience, and to correct those who 
are guilty of the same, according to the usage of the sea service. 

2. The commanders of the ships of the United States, having 
on board chaplains, are to take care that divine service be per- 
formed twice a day, and- a sermon preached on Sundays, unless 
bad weather, or other extraordinary accidents, prevent. 

3. Any person who shall be guilty of profane swearing, or of 

(a) See chap. 13, 25 Feb. 1799, anU, p. 105. 

(5) Repealed and supplied tiy 23 Apr. 1800, chap. 33. 
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drunkenness, if a seaman or marine, shall be put in irons until 
sober, and then flogged if the captain shall think proper ; but if 
an officer, he shall forfeit two days' pay, or incur such punishment 
as a court martial shall impose, and as the nature and degree of 
the offence shall deserve. 

4. No commander, for any offence, shall inflict any punishment 
upon a seaman or marine beyond twelve lashes upon his bare back 
with a cat of nine tails, and no other cat shall be made use of on 
board any ship of war, or other vessel belonging to the United 
States ; if the fault shall deserve a greater punishment, he is to 
apply to the Secretary of the Navy, the commander-in-chief of 
the navy, or the commander of a squadron, in order to the trying 
of him by a court-martial ; and in the meantime he may put him 
under confinement. 

5. The commander is never by his own authority to discharge a 
commission or warrant officer, nor to punish or strike him, but he 
may suspend or confine him, and shall report the case to the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, or commandant of a squadron, as soon as he 
arrives in port, if at sea, or if in port in ten days, in order that a 
court-martial may decide on the offence. 

6. The officer who commands by accident in the captain or 
commander's absence, (unless he be absent for a time by leave,) 
shall not order any correction but confinement, and upon the cap- 
tain's return on board he shall then give an account of his reasons 
for so doing. 

7. The captain is to cause the articles of war to be hung up in 
some public place of the ship, and read to the ship's company 
once a month. 

8. Whenever a captain shall enter or enlist a seamen, he shall 
take care to enter on his books the time and terms of his entering, 
in order to his being justly paid. 

9. The captain shall, before he sails, make return to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy a complete list of all his officers and men, with 
the time and terms of their entering, and during his cruise or 
station shall keep a true account of the desertion or death of any 
of them, and of the entering of others, and after the expiration 
of the time for which they were entered, and before any of them 
are paid off, he shall make return of a complete list of the same, 
including those who shall remain on board his ship. 

10. The men shall, at their request, be furnished with slops, that 
are necessary, by order of the captain, and the amount delivered 
to each man, shall be regularly returned by the purser, so that the 
same be stopped out of his pay. 

11. All officers, not having commissions or warrants, (or ap- 
pointed commission or warrant officers for the time being,) are 
termed petty, or inferior, officers. 

12. Whenever any inferior officer, seaman, or other person, be 
turned OTcr into the ship of a commander other than the one with 
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whom lie entered, lie is not to be rated on the ship's books in a 
worse quality, or lower degree or station, than he served in the 
ship he was removed from; and for the guide of the captain, he is 
to demand from the commander of the ship from which such per- 
son or persons were turned over, a list, under his hand, of his or 
their names, and the quality in which he or they served. 

13. Any officer, seaman, or other person, entitled to wages or 
prize money, may have the same paid to his assignee, provided the 
assignment be attested by the captain and the purser ; but the 
captain or commander of every vessel in the service of the United 
States is to discourage his crew from selling any part of their 
wages or prize money, and never to attest the letter of attorney 
until he is satisfied that the same is not granted in consideration 
of money given for the purchase of wages, or shares of prize 
money. 

14. When any officer or other person dies, the captain is forth- 
with to have his name entered on the books of the ship, in order 
to the wages being forthwith paid to his executors or administra- 
tors. 

15. A convenient place shall be set apart for the sick or hurt 
men, to which they are to be removed, with their hammocks and 
bedding, when the sui'geon shall advise the same to be necessary, 
and some of the crew shall be appointed to attend them, and keep 
the place clean ; cradles and buckets with covers shall be made for 
their use, if necessary. 

16. All ships furnished with fishing tackle, being in such places 
where fish is to be had, the captain is to employ some of the com- 
pany in fishing. The fish to be daily distributed to such persons 
as are sick, or upon recovery, provided the surgeon recommend it, 
and the surplus, by turns, amongst the messes of the officers and 
seamen, gratis, without any deduction of their allowance of pro- 
visions on that account. 

It. It is left to the discretion of commanders of squadrons to 
shorten the allowance of provisions according to the exigence of 
the service, taking care that the men be punctually paid for the 
same ; the like power is given to captains of ships acting singly, 
where it is deemed necessary ; and if there should be a want of 
pork, the captain is to order three pounds of beef to be issued in 
lieu of two pounds of pork. 

18. If any ships of the United States shall happen to come into 
port in want of provisions, the warrant of the commander of the 
squadron, or of a captain where there is no commander of a 
squadron present, shall be sufficient to procure the supply of the 
quantity wanted, from the agent or navy agent, at such port. 

19. The captains are frequently to cause to be inspected the 
condition of the provision, and if the bread proves damp, to have 
it aired upon the quarter deck, and other convenient places, and 
in case of the pickle being leaked out of the flesh casks, he is to 
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have new pickle made and put therein, after such casks are re- 
paired. 

20. The captain shall cause the purser to secure the clothes, 
bedding, and other things, of such persons as shall die or be killed, 
to be delivered to their executors or administrators. 

21. All papers, charter-parties, bills of lading, passports, and 
other writings whatsoever, found on board any ship or ships which 
shall be taken, shall be carefully preserved, and the originals sent 
to the court of justice for maritime affairs, appointed, or to be 
appointed, for judging concerning such prize or prizes, and if any 
person or persons shall wilfully or negligently destroy or suffer to 
be destroyed any such paper or papers, he or they so offending 
shall forfeit his or their share of such prize or prizes, and suffer 
such other punishment as they shall be judged by a court-martial 
to deserve ; and if any person or persons shall embezzle or steal, 
or take away any cables, anchors, sails, or any of the ship's furni- 
ture, or any of the powder, arms, ammunition, or provisions of any 
ship belonging to the United States, or of any prize taken by a 
ship or ships aforesaid, or maltreat or steal the effects of any pri- 
soner, he or they so offending shall suffer such punishment as a 
court-martial shall order. 

22. When in sight of any ship, ships, or other vessels of the 
enemy, or at such other times as may appear necessary to prepare 
for an engagement, the captain shall order all things in his ship in 
a proper posture for fight, and shall, in his own person, and accord- 
ing to his duty, heart on and encourage the inferior officers and 
men to fight courageously, and not to behave themselves faintly or 
cry for quarters, on pain of such punishment as the offence shall 
appear to deserve for his neglect. 

23. Any captain, officer, or other person, who shall not exert 
himself, or who shall basely desert his duty or station in the ship, 
and run away while the enemy is in sight, or in time of action, 
or shall entice others to do so, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as a court-martial shall inflict. 

24. Any officer, seaman, mariner, or other person, who shall 
disobey the orders of his superior, or begin, excite, cause, or join 
in, any mutiny or sedition in the ship to which he belongs, or in 
any other ship or vessel in the service of the United States, on any 
pretence whatsoever, shall suffer death, or such other punishment 
as a court-martial shall direct ; and further, any person, in any 
ship or vessel belonging to the service aforesaid, who shall utter 
any words of sedition and mutiny, or endeavor to make any muti- 
nous assembly on any pretence whatsoever, shall suffer such pun- 
ishment as a court-martial shall inflict. 

25. None shall presume to quarrel with or strike his superior 
officer, on pain of such punishment as a court-martial shall order 
to be inflicted. 

26. If any person shall apprehend he has just cause of com- 
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plaint, lie shall .quietly and decently make the same known to his 
superior officer, or to the captain, as the case may require, who 
shall take care that justice be done him. 

27. There shall be no quarreling or fighting between shipmates 
on board any ship belonging to the United States, nor shall there 
be used any reproachful or provoking speeches, tending to make 
quarrels and disturbances, on pain of imprisonment, or of such 
punishment as the captain or a court-martial shall judge proper 
to inflict. 

28. If any person shall sleep upon his watch, or negligently 
perform the duty which shall be enjoined him to do, he shall suffer 
such punishment as the captain or a court-martial shall inflict. 

29. All murder shall be punished with death. 

30. All robbery and theft, not exceeding twenty dollars, shall 
be punished at the discretion of the captain, and above that sum, 
as a court-martial shall inflict. 

31. Any master of arms, or other person of whom the like duty 
may be required, refusing to receive such prisoner or prisoners, as 
shall be committed to his charge, or having received them shall 
suffer him or them to escape, or dismiss them without orders from 
his captain, the commander-in-chief of the navy, or the commander 
of a squadron, for so doing, shall suffer in his or their stead as a 
court-martial shall order and direct. 

82. The captains, officers, and others, shall use their utmost 
endeavors to detect, apprehend, and bring to punishment, all 
offenders, and shall at all times readily assist all officers and others 
appointed for that purpose, in the discharge of such duty, when it 
is required, on pain of being proceeded against and punished by a 
court-martial at discretion. 

33. If any officer whatsoever, mariner, marine, soldier, or other 
person, belonging to any ship or vessel of war in the service of 
the United States, shall give, hold, or entertain, intelligence, to or 
with any enemy or rebel, without leave from the Government, com- 
mander-in-chief, or, in case of a single ship, from his captain, every 
such person so offending, and being thereof convicted by the sen- 
tence of a court-martial, shall be punished with death. 

34. If any letter or message from an enemy, or a rebel, be con- 
veyed to any officer, mariner, marine, or other person, belonging 
to any ship or vessel in the service of the United States, and the 
person as aforesaid shall not, within twelve hours, having opportu- 
nity so to do, acquaint his superior or commander-in-chief with it ; 
or if any superior officer, being acquainted therewith, shall not in 
convenient time reveal the same to the commander-in-chief, com- 
mander of a squadron, or other proper officer, appointed to take 
cognizance of such offence, every such person so offending, and 
being convicted thereof by the sentence of a court-martial, shall be 
punished with death, or such other punishment as the nature and 
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degree of the offence shall deserve, and according to the sentence 
of a court-martial. 

35. All spies, and all persons whatsoever who shall come or be 
found in the nature of spies, to bring or deliver any seducing letter 
or message from an enemy or rebel, or endeavor to corrupt any 
captain, officer, mariner, marine, or other person, in the fleet, to 
betray his trust, being convicted of any such offence by the sen- 
tence of a court-martial, shall be punished with death, or such 
other punishment as the nature and degree of the offence shall 
deserve, and the court-martial shall impose. 

36. No person in a fleet, or in a single ship or vessel, shall sup- 
ply an enemy or rebel with stores, money, victuals, arms, ammuni- 
tion, or any kind of stores, directly or indirectly, upon pain of 
death, or such other punishment as a court-martial shall think fit 
to impose, and as the nature and degree of the crime shall deserve. 

31. Every person in or belonging to any ship or vessel in the 
service of the United States, who shal.1 desert or run away with 
any vessel or boat, to the enemy or otherwise, or with any effects 
of the United States whatsoever, or yield up the same cowardly or 
treacherously, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as a 
court-martial shall inflict. 

38. The officers and seamen, etc., of all ships appointed for 
convoy and guard of merchantmen, shall dihgently attend upon 
that charge without delay, according to their instructions, and 
whosoever shall be faulty therein, shall be punished as a court- 
martial shall direct 

39. If any captain, commander, or other officer, of any ship or 
vessel in the service of the United States, shall receive or permit 
on board his vessel any goods or merchandise, other than for the 
sole use of his vessel, except gold, silver or jewels, and except the 
goods and merchandise of vessels which may be in distress or ship- 
wrecked, or in imminent danger of being shipwrecked, or in order 
to preserve them for the proper owner, without legal orders from 
the naval department, every person so offending, being convicted 
thereof by the sentence of a court-martial, shall be cashiered, and 
be forever afterwards rendered incapable to serve in any place or 
office in the navy service of the United States. 

40. There shall be no wasteful expense of any powder, shot, 
ammunition, or other stores, in the vessels belonging to the United 
States, nor any embezzlement thereof, but the stores and provisions 
shall be carefully preserved, upon pain of such punishment, to be 
inflicted upon the offenders, abettors, buyers and receivers, as shall 
be by a court-martial found just in that behalf. 

41. Every person in the navy who shall unlawfully burn or set 
fire to any kind of public property, not then appertaining to an 
enemy, pirate, or rebel, being convicted of any such offence by the 
sentence of a court-martial, shall suffer death. 

42. Care shall be taken in steering and conducting every ship 
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belonging to the United States, so that through wilfulness, negli- 
gence, or other defaults, no ship be stranded or hazarded, u^jon 
pain that such as shall be found guilty therein be punished as the 
offence, by a court-martial, shall be judged to deserve. 

43. Every officer or other person in the navy, who shall know- 
ingly make or sign a false muster, or procure the making or signing 
thereof, or shall aid or abet in the same, shall be cashiered, and 
rendered incapable of further employment in the navy service of 
the United States, and shall forfeit all the pay and subsistence 
money due him. 

44. Every person guilty of mutiny, desertion, or disobedience 
to his superior officer on shore, acting in the proper line of his 
duty, shall be tried by a court-martial, and suffer the like punish- 
ment for every such offence, as if the same had been committed at 
sea, on board any ship or vessel of war in the service of the United 
States. 

45. If any person, belonging to any ship or vessel of war in the 
service of the United States, shall, when on shore, on duty or 
otherwise, plunder, abuse, or maltreat, any inhabitant, or injure 
his property in any way, such person shall be punished as a court- 
martial shall direct. 

46. All faults, disorders, and misdemeanors, which shall be com- 
mitted on board any ship belonging to the United States, and 
which are not herein mentioned, shall be punished according to 
the laws and customs in such cases at sea. 

47. No court-martial, to be held or appointed by virtue of this 
act, shall consist of more than thirteen, nor less than five persons, 
to be composed of such commanders of squadrons, captains, and 
sea lieutenants, as are then and there present, and as are next in 
seniority to the officer who presides ; but no lieutenant shall sit on 
a court-martial held on a captain, or a junior lieutenant on that of 
a senior. 

48. Every member of a court-martial shall take the following 
oath : " I, A. B. do swear, that I will well and truly try and im- 
partially determine the cause of the prisoner now to be tried, 
according to the rules of the navy of the United States— So help 
me Grod." Which oath shall be administered by the president to 
the other members, and the president himself shall be sworn by the 
officer next in rank; and as soon as the above oath shall have been 
administered, the president of the court is required to administer 
to the judge advocate, or person officiating as such, an oath in the 
following words: "I, A. B. do swear, that I will not, upon any 
account, at any time whatsoever, disclose or discover' the vote or 
opinion of any particular member of this court-martial, unless 
thereto required by an act of Congress — So help me God. " And 
all the witnesses, before they be admitted to give evidence, shall 
take the following oath: — "I, A. B. do swear, that the evidence 
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I shall give in the cause now in hearing, shall be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth — So help me God." 

49. The sentence of a court-martial for any capital offence shall 
not be put in execution until it be confirmed by the commander- 
in-chief of the fleet. And it shall be the duty of the president of 
every court-martial to transmit to the commander-in-chief of the 
fleet, and to the head of the Navy Department, every sentence 
which shall be given, with a summary of the evidence and pro- 
ceedings thereon, as soon as may be. 

50. The commander-in-chief of the fleet, for the time being, 
shall have power to pardon and remit any sentence of death, in 
consequence of any of the aforementioned articles. 

Seo. 2. That if any person in the navy service, being called 
upon to give evidence at any court-martial, shall refuse to give his 
evidence upon oath, or shall prevaricate in his evidence, or behave 
with contempt to the court, it shall and may be lawful for such 
court-martial to punish such offender by imprisonment, at the dis- 
cretion of the court ; such imprisonment, in no case, to continue 
longer than three months ; and that all and every person and per- 
sons who shall commit any wilful perjury in any evidence or exami- 
nation upon oath at such court-martial, or who shall corruptly 
procure or suborn any person to commit such wilful perjury, shall 
and may be prosecuted in any of the courts of the United States 
by indictment or information. And all and every person, lawfully 
convicted upon any such indictment or information, shall be pun- 
ished with such pains and penalties as are inflicted for the like 
offences by the laws therein provided. 

Sec. 3. That, in all cases where the crews of the ships or ves- 
sels of the United States shall be separated from their vessels, by 
the latter being wrecked, lost, or destroyed, all the command, 
power, and authority, given to the officers of such ships or vessels, 
shall remain and be in full force, as effectually as if such ship or 
vessel was not so wrecked, lost, or destroyed, until they shall be 
regularly discharged from the service of the United States, or 
removed into some other of its said ships, or until a court-martial 
shall be held to enquire into such loss of the said ship or vessel ; 
and if, upon enquiry, it shall appear by the sentence of the court- 
martial, that all or any of the officers, seamen, marines, and others, 
of the said ship or vessel, did their utmost to preserve, get off, or 
recover, the said ship or vessel, and after the loss thereof did 
behave themselves obediently to their superior offieers, according 
to the discipline of the navy, and the said articles and orders 
hereinbefore established, then all the pay and wages of the said 
officers and seamen, or such of them as shall have done their duty 
as aforesaid, shall continue and go on, and be paid to the time of 
their discharge or death ; and every such officer or seaman who, 
after the wreck or loss of his said ship or vessel, shall act contrary 
to the discipline of the navy, or the articles hereinbefore established. 
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or any of them, shall be sentenced by the said court-martial, and 
be punished, as if the ship to which he did belong was not so 
wrecked or destroyed. 

Sec. 4. That all the pay and wages of such officers and seamen 
of any of the ships of the United States as are taken by the 
enemy, and upon enquiry at a court-martial shall appear, by the 
sentence of the said court, to have done their utmost to defend the 
ship or ships, and since the taking thereof to have behaved them- 
selves obediently to their superior officers, according to the disci- 
pline of the navy, and the said articles and orders hereinbefore 
established, shall continue and go on as aforesaid, until they be 
exchanged and discharged, or until they shall die, whichever may 
first happen : provided always, that persons flying from justice 
shall be tried and punished for so doing. 

Sec. 5. That all captured national ships or vessels of war shall 
be the property of the United Slates ; all other ships or vessels, 
being of superior force to the vessel making the capture, in men or 
in guns, shall be the sole property of the captors ; and all ships 
or vessels of inferior force shall be divided, equally between the 
United States and the officers and men of the vessel making the 
capture. 

Sec. 6. That the produce of prizes taken by the ships of the 
United States, and bounty for taking the ships of the enemy, be 
proportioned and distributed in the manner following, to wit : 

1. To the captain actually on board at the time of taking any 
prize, being other than public or national vessel, or ship of war, 
three-twentieths of that proportion of the proceeds belonging to 
the captors. 

2. If such captain or captains be under the immediate command 
of a commander-in-chief, or commander of a squadron, having a 
captain on board, such commander-in-chief, or commander of a 
squadron, to have one of the said twentieth parts, and the captain 
taking the prize, the other two-twentieth parts. 

3. To the sea lieutenants and sailing-master, two-twentieths. 

4. To marine officers, the surgeon, purser, boatswain, gunner, 
carpenter, master's mate, and chaplain, two-twentieths. 

5. To midshipmen, surgeon's mates, captain's clerk, clergyman 
or schoolmaster, boatswain's mates, gunner's mates, carpenter's 
mates, ship's steward, sailmaker, master-at-arms, armorer and 
cockswain, three-twentieths. 

6. Gunner's yeoman, boatswain's yeoman, quarter-masters, quar- 
ter-gunners, cooper, sailmaker's mates, sergeant of marines, corpo- 
ral of marines, drummer and fifer, and extra petty officers, three- 
twentieths. 

1. To seamen, ordinary seamen, marines and boys, seven-twen- 
tieths. 

8. Any officer on board having more posts than one, is only 
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entitled to the share belonging to his superior oiEce, according to 
the regulations aforesaid. 

9. Whenever one or more ships of the United States are in 
sight, at the time of any one or more other ships as aforesaid are 
taking a prize or prizes, or being engaged with an enemy, and 
they shall all be so in sight when the enemy shall strike or surren- 
der, they shall share equally, according to the number of guns and 
men on board of each ship so in sight ; but no privateer or armed 
ship, being in sight of a national ship of war at the taking of any 
prize, shall be entitled to any share in such prize or prizes. 

10. Commanders of ships of war taking any prize are to trans- 
mit, as soon as possible, to the naval department, a true list of the 
officers and men actually on board at the taking of such prize, 
inserting therein the quality of every person's rating; and the 
department aforesaid is to examine the said list by the ship's mus- 
ter book to see their agreement, and is to grant certificates of the 
truth of such list transmitted, in order that the agents appointed 
by the captors make payment of the shares agreeably to this act. 

11. In order to define the rights and privileges of commanders- 
in-chief, commanders of squadrons, and captains, in relation to 
captures, no commander-in-chief, or commander of a squadron, 
shall be entitled to receive any share of prizes taken by the ships 
of war of the United States that are not put under his immediate 
command, nor of such prizes as may have been taken previous to 
such ship's being placed under his command, and until they have 
acted under his immediate orders ; nor shall a commander-in-chief 
or commander of a squadron, returning home from any station 
where he had the command, have any share in prizes taken by 
ships left on such station after he has got out of the limits of his 
said command. 

12. Captains, sailing especially under orders from the navy 
department, are clearly to be understood as acting separately from 
any superior officer. 

13. The bounty given by the United States on any national 
ship of war taken from the enemy, and brought into port, shall be 
for every cannon mounted, carrying a ball of twenty-four pounds 
or upwards, two hundred dollars ; for every cannon carrying a ball 
of eighteen pounds, one hundred and fifty dollars ; for every can- 
non carrying a ball of twelve pounds, one hundred dollars ; and 
for every cannon carrying a ball of nine pounds, seventy-five dol- 
lars ; for every smaller cannon, fifty dollars; and for every officer 
and man taken on board, forty dollars ; which sums are to be 
divided agreeably to the foregoing articles. 

Sec. 7. That, for the ships or goods belonging to the citizens of 
the United States, or to the citizens or subjects of any nation in 
amity with the United States, if re-taken from the enemy within 
twenty-four hours, the owners are to allow one-eighth part of the 
whole value for salvage ; if after twenty-four hours and under 
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forty-eight, one fifth thereof ; if above that, and under ninety-six 
hours, one-third part thereof ; and if above that, one-half ; all of 
which is to be paid w^ithout any deduction whatsoever, agreeably 
to the articles hereinbefore mentioned. 

Sec. 8. That every officer, seaman, or marine, disabled in the 
line of his duty, shall be entitled to receive for his own life, and 
the life of his wife, if a married man at the time of receiving the 
wound, one-half his monthly pay. 

Sec. 9. That all the money accruing, or which has already 
accrued, from the sale of prizes, shall be and remain forever a fund 
for the payment of the half pay to the officers and seamen who 
may be entitled to receive the same ; and if the said fund shall be 
insufficient for this purpose, the public faith is hereby pledged to 
make up the deficiency : but if it should be more than sufficient, 
the surplus shall be applied as Congress may hereafter direct by 
law, to the making of further provision for the comfort of the dis- 
abled officers, seamen, and marines, and for such as may not be 
disabled, who may merit by their bravery, or their long and faith- 
ful services, the gratitude of their country. 

Sec. 10. That the said fund shall be under the management and 
direction of the Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, and the Secretary of War, for the time being, who are hereby 
authorized to receive all such sums as the United States may be 
entitled to from the sale of prizes, and to invest the same, and the 
interest arising therefrom, in such of the six per cent, or other 
stock of the United States, as a majority of them from time to 
time shall determine to be the most advantageous ; and it shall be 
the duty of the said commissioners to lay before Congress, every 
year, in the first week of their annual meeting, a minute and correct 
statement of their proceedings in relation to the management of 
said fund. 

Sec. 11. That no rules or regulations, made by any commander- 
in-chief, or captain, in the service of the United States, for the 
stationing, designating of duty, and government of the fleet, or 
any of the crews of any ship of war, shall be at variance with this 
act, but shall be strictly conformable thereto ; and that every com- 
mander-in-chief and captain, in making private rules and regula- 
tions, and designating the duty of his officers, shall keep in view 
also the custom and usage of the sea-service most common to our 
nation. 

[Approved, March 2, 17 99. J 

See Apr. 23, 1800, chap. 33, and May 19, 1832, chap. 80. 
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Chapter 27.— Approved, Marcti 2, 1799.— Vol. 1, p. 722. 

An Act to regulate the medical establishment, (a) 

Sec. 1. That in the medical establishment of the United States, 
there shall be the following officers : A physician-general, who 
shall be charged with the superintendence and direction of all 
military hospitals, and generally of all medical and chirurgical 
practice or service concerning the army or navy of the United 
States, and of all persons who shall be employed in and about the 
same, in camps, garrisons, and hospitals. An apothecary-general, 
and one or more deputies, who shall be charged with the safe- 
keeping and delivery of all medicines,*instruments, dressings and 
other articles for the use of the hospital and army. A purveyor, 
who shall be charged with providing medicines, stores, and what- 
soever else may be necessary in relation to the said practice or 
service. A competent number of hospital surgeons, who shall be 
liable to serve in the field, and who shall have the immediate charge 
and direction of such military hospitals as may be committed to 
their care respectively. A suitable number of hospital mates, who 
are to observe the directions of the hospital surgeons, and shall 
diligently perform all reasonable duties required of them for the 
recovery of the sick and wounded. 

Sec. 2. That each military hospital shall have a stevrard, with a 
competent number of nurses and other attendants ; which steward 
shall be charged with the procuring of such supplies as may not 
otherwise be furnished, and with the safe-keeping and issuing of 
all supplies. 

Sec. 3. That the said physician-general, hospital surgeons, pur- 
veyor, and apothecary and apothecaries, deputy or deputies, shall 
be appointed as other officers of the United States ; that the said 
mates and stewards shall be appointed by the authority, and at the 
direction of the said physician-general, subject to the eventual 
approbation and control of the President of the United States, 
and shall be removable by the authority of the said physician- 
general ; and that the surgeon of each hospital shall appoint, 
employ and fix the compensations of the nurses and other attend- 
ants of such hospital, subject to the control of the said physician- 
general, or the hospital surgeon, of senior appointment, with a 
separate army, or in a separate district. 

(a) The acts relating to the Medical department of the navy, are: An act 
to regulate the medical establishment, 2 Mar. 1799, chap. 27; an act for the 
better organization of the medical department of the navy of the United 
States, 24 May, 1828, chap. 121; an act to amend "an act for the better organi- 
zation of the medical department of the navy," approved 24 May, 1828, and 
21 Jan. 1829, chap. 7. 
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Sec. 4. That as often as the regimental sick will not suffer by 
the employing of regimental surgeons or mates in the temporary 
or other hospitals of the United States, the physician-general, or 
the hospital surgeon of senior appointment with a separate army, 
or in a separate district, with the consent of the general and com- 
mander-in-chief, or the officer commanding a separate army, may 
require the attendance of such surgeons or surgeons' mates, as, in 
his opinion, can be with safety so withdrawn from their regiments. 

Sec. 5. That it shall be the duty of the physician-general, w^ith 
two or more hospital surgeons, to frame a system of directions 
relative to the description of patients to be admitted into the hos- 
pitals ; to the means of promoting cleanliness in the hospitals ; to 
the prevention of idleness, skulking and gambling in the hospitals ; 
to the prevention of the spread of infectious distempers in the 
camps and hospitals, and the government of nurses, and all others 
charged with the care of the sick, in camps or hospitals, subject in 
the first instance to the approbation and revision of the command- 
er-in-chief, the commander of a separate army, or in a separate 
district, as the case may be, and eventually to the approbation and 
control of the President of the United States : Provided always, 
That the said directions, having received the sanction of the com- 
mander-in-chief, or the commander of a separate army, shall be 
operative, and remain in full force, unless altered or annulled by 
the President of the United States. 

Sec. 6. That the compensations of the said several officers shall 
be as follows : Of the physician-general, one hundred dollars pay 
per month, and fifty dollars per month, which shall be in full com- 
pensation for forage, rations and travelling expenses ; of the 
purveyor, one hundred dollars pay per month, in full compensation 
for his services and all expenses : of the apothecary-general, eighty 
dollars pay per month, and thirty dollars per month in full com- 
pensation for forage, rations and all expenses : of each of his 
deputies, fifty dollars pay per month, and sixteen dollars per month 
in full compensation for forage, rations and all expenses : of each 
hospital surgeon, eighty dollars pay per month, and forty dollars 
per month in full compensation for forage, rations and all expenses : 
of each mate, thirty dollars pay per month, and twenty dollars per 
month in full compensation for forage, rations and all expenses : of 
each steward, twenty-five dollars pay per month, and eight dollars 
per month in full compensation for forage, rations and all expenses. 
Provided, That none of the officers aforesaid shall be entitled to 
any part of the pay or emoluments aforesaid, until they shall 
respectively be called into actual service. 

Sec. 7. That for the accommodation of the sick of the army 
and navy of the United States, the physician-general and hospital 
surgeon of senior appointment, with the approbation of the gene- 
ral commanding the army within the district where he shall be, 
shall have power to provide temporary hospitals ; and the physician- 
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general, with the approbation of the President of the United States, 
shall have power to provide and establish permanent hospitals. 

Sec. 8. That all the said officers and others shall, as touching 
their several offices and duties, be liable to the rules and regula- 
tions for the government and discipline of the army ; and shall be 
bound to obey, in conformity with law and the usages and customs 
of armies, the orders and directions of the chief military officers 
of the respective armies, and within the respective districts in 
which they shall respectively serve and be. 

Sec. 9. That the physician-general, or in his absence, the senior 
medical officer, with the approbation of the commander-in-chief, 
or commanding officer of a separate army, be, and hereby is 
authorized and empowered, as often as may be judged necessary, 
to call a medical board, which shall consist of the three senior 
medical officers then present, whose duty it shall be to examine all 
candidates for employment or promotion in the hospital depart- 
ment and certify to the Secretary of War the qualifications of each. 

l^Approved, March 2, 1799.] 



Chapter 28.— Approved, March 2, 1799.— Vol. 1, p. 724. 

[Sec. 3. Damages and costs to be paid to owner of ship Niger 
for capture and detention of that ship by the frigate Constitution.] 



Chapter 36.— Approved, Marcli 2, 1799.— Vol. 1, p. 729. 

An Act in addition to "An act for the relief of side and disabled seamen." 

2. Secretary of the Navy to deduct 20 cents per mouth from the pay of the 
navy. 3. Officers, seamen, and marines of the navy, entitled to the 
benefits of the act of July 16, 1798. 

Sec. 1. [Authorizes the President to direct the expendi- 
ture of moneys collected by virtue of an act, approved 
July 16, 1798, (a) "for the relief of sick and disabled sea- 
men."] 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Navy shall be, and he 
hereby is, authorized and directed to deduct, after the first 
day of September next, from the pay thereafter to become 

{a) Chap. 71, vol. i, p. 605. 
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due, of the officers, seamen, and marines, of the navy of 
the United States, at the rate of twenty cents per month, 
for every .such officer, seaman, and marine, and to pay the 
same quarter annually to the Secretary of the Treasury, (a) 
to be applied to the same purposes as the money collected 
by virtue of the above-mentioned act is appropriated. 

Sec. 3. The officers, seamen, and marines, of the navy of 
the United States, shall be entitled to receive the same 
benefits and advantages as, by the act above-mentioned, are 
provided for the relief of the sick and disabled seamen of 
the merchant vessels of the United States. 

^Approved, March 2, 1799.J 



Chapter 37.— Approved, March 2, 1799.— Vol. 1, p. 729. 

An Act authorizing the augmentation of the marine corps. (6) 

That the President of the United States shall be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause the marine corps in the service of the 
United States to be augmented, by the appointment and enlist- 
ment of not exceeding two first lieutenants, six second lieutenants, 
eight surgeons, [sergeants] one hundred and seventy privates, and 
eighteen drums and fifes, who shall be respectively allowed the 
same pay, bounty, clothing, and rations, and shall be employed 
under the same rules and regulations to which the said marine 
corps are or shall be entitled and subject. 



Chapter 47.— Approved, March 3, 1799.— Yol. 1, p. 744. 

An Act authorizing the President of the United States to fill certain 
vacancies in the army and navy. 

That the President of the United States shall be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to make appointments to fill any vacancies in 
the army and navy which may have happened during the present 
session of the Senate. 



(a) To the Commissioner of Navy Hospitals, 26 Feb. 1811, chap. 26. 

(b) See 11 July, 1798, chap. 72. 
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Chapter 14.— Approved, March 3, 1800.— Vol. 2, p. 16. 

An Act providing for salvage (a) in cases of recapture. 

1. Salvage on re-captured property claimed by residents of the United States, 
and claimed before condemnation. One moiety to be paid in lieu of sal- 
vage. 2. Compensation for re-captured property claimed by the United 
States. 3. Salvage on re-captured property claimed by alien friends. 4. 
Distribution of salvage. 6. Repeal of former laws. 

Sec. 1. That when any vessel other than a vessel of war 
or privateer, or when any (5) goods which shall hereafter be 
taken as prize by any vessel acting under authority from 
the Government of the United States, shall appear to have 
before belonged to any person or persons resident within or 
under the protection of the United States, and to have been 
taken by an enemy of the United States, or under (c) au- 
thority, or pretence of authority, from any prince, govern- 
ment, or state, against which the United States have 
authorized, or shall authorize, defence or reprisals, such 
vessel or goods not having been condemned as prize by 
competent authority before the recapture thereof, the same 
shall be restored to the former owner or owners thereof, he 
or they paying for and in lieu of salvage, {d) if retaken by a 
public vessel of the United States, one-eighth part, and if 
retaken by a private vessel of the United States, one-sixth 
part of the true value of the vessel or goods so to be 
restored, allowing and excepting all imposts and public 
duties to which the same may be liable. And if the vessel 
so retaken shall appear to have been set forth and armed as 
a vessel of war, before such capture or afterwards, and 

(a) For salvage see 1 Cranch, 1, Talbot vs. Seaman. 

(b) This section supplies 28 June, 1798, chap. 62, sec. 2 — and this is without 
reference to the vessel being armed or not, in which they are found: 9 Cranch, 
244-287, schr. Adeline. 

(c) This act does not authorize the capture of a Hamburg vessel, which had 
been captured by a French vessel of war in 1V98: 1 Cranch, 1, Talbot vs. Sea- 
man. 

id) Though the libel prayed condemnation of the vessel re-captured as 
prize, and did not claim salvage, yet salvage was allowed as an incident to 
prize: 9 Cranch, 244-287. 
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before the retaking thereof as aforesaid, the former owner 
or owners, on the restoration thereof, shall be adjudged to 
pay for and in lieu of salvage, one moiety of the true value 
of such vessel of war, or privateer. 

Sec. 2. That when any vessel or goods, which shall here- 
after be taken as prize, by any vessel acting under authority 
from the government of the United States, shall appear to 
have before belonged to the United States, and to have 
been taken by an enemy of the United States, or under 
authority, or pretence of authority from any prince, govern- 
ment, or state, against which the United States have author- 
ized, or shall authorize, defence or reprisals, such public 
vessel not having been condemned as prize by competent 
authority before the re-capture thereof, the same shall be 
restored to the United States. And for and in lieu of sal- 
vage, there shall be paid from the treasury of the United 
States, pursuant to the final decree which shall be made in 
such case by any court of the United States having compe- 
tent jurisdiction thereof, to the parties who shall be thereby 
entitled to receive the same, for the re-capture as aforesaid, 
of an unarmed vessel, or any goods therein, one-sixth part 
of the true value thereof, when made by a private vessel of 
the United States, and one-twelfth part of such value when 
the re-capture shall be made by a public armed vessel of 
the United States; and for the re-capture as aforesaid of a 
public armed vessel, or any goods therein, one moiety of 
the true value thereof, when made by a private vessel of the 
United States, and one-fourth part of such value, when 
such re-capture shall be made by a public armed vessel of 
the United States. 

Sec. 3. That when any vessel or goods which shall 'be 
taken as prize, as aforesaid, shall appear to have before (a) 
belonged to any person or persons permanently resident 
within the territory, and under the protection of any foreign 
prince, government, or state, in amity with the United 

(a) But if captured by lawful enemy, and condemned and sold, it is not a 
vessel of the United States: 3 Wheat, 78, the Star. 

t 
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States, and to liave been taken by an enemy of the United 
States, or by authority or pretence of authority from any 
prince, government, or state, against which the United 
States have authorized, or shall authorize, defence or repri- 
sals, then such vessel or goods shall be adjudged to be 
restored to the former owner or owners thereof, he or they 
paying for and in lieu of salvage, such proportion of the 
true value of the vessel or goods so to be restored, as by 
the law or usage of such prince, government, or state, 
within whose territory such former owner or owners shall 
be so resident, shall be required on the restoration of any 
vessel or goods of a citizen of the United States, under like 
circumstances of re-capture, made by the authority of such 
foreign prince, government, or state ; and where no such law 
or tisage shall be known, the same salvage shall be allowed 
as is provided by the first section of this act: Provided, 
That no such vessel or goods shall be adjudged to be 
restored to such former owner or owners, in any case where 
the same shall have been, before the re-capture thereof, 
condemned as prize by competent authority, nor in any 
case where by the law or usage of the prince, government, 
or state, within whose territory such former owner or own- 
ers shall be resident as aforesaid, the vessel or goods of a 
citizen of the United States, under like circumstances of 
re-capture, would not be restored to such citizen of the 
United States: Provided, also, That nothing herein shall be 
construed to contravene or alter the terms of restoration in 
cases of re-capture, which are or shall be agreed on in any 
treaty between the United States, and any foreign prince, 
government, or state. 

Sec. 4. That all sums of money which may be paid for 
salvage, as aforesaid, when accruipg to any public armed 
vessel, shall be divided to and among the commanders, 
officers, and crew thereof, in such proportions as are or may 
be provided by law, respecting the distribution of prize 
money; and when accruing to any private armed vessel, 
shall be distributed to and among the owners and company 
concerned in such re-capture, according to their agreements, 
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if any such there be ; and in case there be no snch agreement, 
then to and among siich persons, and in snch proportions, 
as the court having jiirisdiction thereof shall appoint. 

Sec. 5. That such parts of any acts of Congress of the 
United States, as respect the salvage to be allowed in cases 
of re-capture, shall be, and are hereby repealed, except as 
to cases of re-captiire made before the passing of this act. 

lApproved, March 3, 1800. J 



Chapter 29.— Approved, April 22, 1800.— Vol. 2, p. 39. 

An Act fixing the rank and pay of the commanding officer of the corps of 
marines, [a) 

That a lieutenant-colonel commandant shall be appointed to 
command the corps of marines, and shall be entitled to the same 
pay and emoluments as a lieutenant-colonel in the army of the 
United States; any thing in the act for the establishing and 
organizing a marine corps to the contrary notwithstanding ; and 
that the office of major of the said corps shall thereafter be abol- 
ished. 



Chapter 33.— Approved, April 23, 1800.— Vol. 2, p. 45. 

An Act for the better government of the navy of the United. States. 

Sec. 1. — Art. 1. Exemplary conduct incumbent on commanders. 2. Divine 
service and preaching. 3. Punishmentof certain scandalous offences. 4. 
Penalties on the breach of duty in respect of attack and battle. 5. Pun- 
ishment for not observing orders, when preparing for battle. 6. Punish- 
ment for cowardice, negligence, or disaH'oetion. 7. Papers to be transmitted 
respecting captures. 8. Penalty on pillaging a prize, or maltreating the 
persons on board the same. 10. Intercourse with enemies and rebels. 11. 
Letter or message from an enemy to be made known. 12. Spies shall 
suffer death. 13. Mutiny and sedition. 14. Disobedience of orders, and 
assault of a superior officer. 15. Quarreling. 16. Desertion. 17. Offences 
committed on shore. 18. Frauds against the United States. 19. Improper 
navigation of vessels. 20. Negligence in the performance of duty, etc. 
21. Murder. 22. Duties in relation to convoy. 23. Penalty on receiving 
merchandise on board. 24. Waste, embezzlement, etc., of public property. 
25. Burning, or destroying public property. 26. Theft. 27. Offences 

(a) See act 3 Mar. 1809, chap. 33, and act 30 June, 1834, chap. 132. 
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against people on shore. 28. Detection and apprehension of offenders. 
29. Muster rolls and ship's books. Inspection of provisions. Officers and 
men detached from the ship to be furnished with certain statements. 
Rules to be hung up and read. Treatment of the sick. Paying off. 30. 
Treatment of inferior officers and men. 31. Master-at-arms. 32. Crimes 
not specified. 33. Who are petty officers. 34. Assignment of wages and 
prize money. 35. Appointment of naval general courts-martial. 36. 
Oath of members of general courts-martial. Oath of the judge advocate. 
37. All testimony to be on oath. Punishment for refusing to testify, pre- 
varication or contempt. Perjury. 38. Exhibition of charges. Accused 
to be furnished with a copy. Treatment of an arrested officer. 39. Con- 
tinuance of general courts-martial. To sit from day to day. 40. Pay and 
emoluments may be suspended. 41. How sentences are to be given and 
confirmed. 42. Pardon and mitigation of punishments. Sec. 2. — Art. 1. 
Courts of inquiry may be ordered. 2. Proceedings to be authenticated. 
3. Oaths of members and judge advocate. Sec. 3. In case of loss of the 
vessel, the command of the officers shall remain in force. Sec 4. Pay of 
captives to continue. Sec. 5. Towhom the proceeds of prizes shall accrue. 
Sec. 6. — Art. 1. Distribution of prize money; Commanding officers. 2. 
Lieutenants, captain of marines, and master. 3. Chaplain, lieut. marines, 
surgeon purser, and warrant officers. 4. Midshipmen, surgeon's mates, 
etc. 5. Petty officers. 6. Seamen. 7. Vessels in sight to share. When 
commanders of squadrons are not entitled. Sec 7. Bounty given for 
each person on board an enemy's ship. Sec. 8. Pensions to persons dis- 
abled in the service. Sec 9. Money accruing to United States to remain 
forever a fund for payment of pensions, and further provision to such as 
may merit it. Sec. 10. Secretaries of the navy, treasury, and war, to 
receive and invest any sums to which the United States may be entitled; 
to report to Congress annually. Sec 11. Repeal of former act. 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the first day of June next, 
the following rules and regulations be adopted and put 
in force, for the government of the navy of the United 
States. 

Art. 1. The commanders of all ships and vessels of war 
belonging to the navy, are strictly enjoined and required 
to show in themselves a good example of virtue, honor, 
patriotism, and subordination, and be vigilant in inspecting 
the conduct of all such as are placed under their command; 
and to guard against, and suppress, all dissolute and im- 
moral practices, and to correct all such as are guilty of them, 
according to the usage of the sea service. 

Art. 2. The commanders of all ships and vessels in the 
navy, having chaplains on board, shall take care that divine 
service be performed in a solemn, orderly, and reverent 
manner, twice a day, and a sermon preached on Sunday, 



Sixth Conseess, Fiest Session. 127 

unless bad weatlier, or other extraordinary accidents pre- 
vent it: and that they cause all, or as many of the ship's 
company as can be spared from duty, to attend at every 
performance of the worship of Almighty God. 

Art. 3. Any officer, or other person, in the navy, who 
shall be guilty of oppression, cruelty, fraud, profane swear- 
ing, drunkenness, or any other scandalous conduct, tending 
to the destruction of good morals, shall, if an officer, be 
cashiered, or suffer such other punishment as a court-mar- 
tial shall adjudge: if a private, shall be put in irons, or 
flogged, (a) at the discretion of the captain, not exceeding 
twelve lashes; but if the offence require severer punish- 
ment, he shall be tried by a court-martial, and suffer such 
punishment as said court shall inflict. 

Art. 4. Every commander, or other officer, who shall, 
upon signal for battle, or on the probability of an engage- 
ment, neglect to clear his ship for action, or shall not use 
his utmost exertions to bring his ship to battle, or shall fail 
to encourage, in his own person, his inferior officers and 
men to fight courageously, such offender shall suffer death, 
or svich other punishment as a court-martial shall adjudge; 
or any officer neglecting, on sight of any vessel or vessels 
of an enemy, to clear his ship for action, shall suffer such 
punishment as a court-martial shall adjudge; and if any 
person in the navy shall treacherously yield, or pusillani- 
mously cry for quarters, he shall suffer death, on con-viction 
thereof, by a general court-martial. 

Art. 5. Every officer, or private, who shall not properly 
observe the orders of his commanding officer, or shall not 
use his utmost exertions to carry them into execution, when 
ordered to prepare for, join in, or when actually engaged 
in, battle; or shall at such time basely desert his duty or 
station, either then, or while in sight of an enemy, or shall 
induce others to do so, every person so offending shall, on 
conviction thereof by a general court-martial, suffer death, 
or such other punishment as the said court shall adjudge. 

(a) See proviso to sec. 1, chap. 80, 28 Sept. 1850. 
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Art. 6. Every officer, or private, who shall, through cow- 
ardice, negligence, or disaffection, in time of action, with- 
draw from, or keep out of battle, or shall not do his utmost 
to take or destroy every vessel which it is his duty to 
encounter, or shall not do his utmost endeavor to afford 
relief to ships belonging to the United States, every such 
offender shall, on conviction thereof by a general court- 
martial, suffer death, or such other punishment as the said 
court shall adjudge. 

Art. 7. The commanding officer of every ship or vessel 
in the navy, who shall capture, or seize upon, any vessel as 
a prize, shall carefully preserve all the papers and writings 
found on board, and transmit the whole of the originals, 
unmutilated, to the judge of the district to which such 
prize is ordered to proceed, and shall transmit to the Navy 
Department, and to the agent appointed to pay the prize 
money, complete lists of the officers and men entitled to a 
share of the capture, inserting therein the quality of every 
person rating, on pain of forfeiting his whole share of the 
prize money resulting from such capture, and suffering 
such further punishment as a court-martial shall adjudge. 

Art. 8. No person in the navy shall take out of a prize, 
or vessel seized as a prize, any money, plate, goods, or any 
part of her rigging, unless it be for the better preservation 
thereof, or absolutely necessary for the use of any of the 
vessels of the United States, before the same shall be 
adjudged lawful prize by a competent court; but the whole, 
without fraud, concealment, or embezzlement, shall be 
brought in, and judgment passed thereon, upon pain that 
every person offending herein shall forfeit his share of the 
capture, and suffer such further punishment as a court- 
martial, or the court of admiralty in which the prize is 
adjudged, shall impose. 

Art. 9. No person in the navy shall strip off their clothes, 
or pillage, or in any manner maltreat, persons taken on 
board a prize, on pain of such punishment as a court-mar- 
tial shall adjudge. 
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Art. 10. No person in tlie navy shall give, hold, or enter- 
tain any intercourse or intelligence to or with any enemy 
or rebel, without leave from the President of the United 
States, the Secretary of the Navy, the commander-in-chief 
of the fleet, or the commander of a squadron; or, in case 
of a vessel acting singly, from his commanding officer, on 
pain of death, or such other punishment as a court-martial 
shall adjudge. 

Art. 11. If any letter or message from an enemy or rebel 
be conveyed to any officer or private of the navy, and he 
shall not, within twelve hours, make the same known, 
having opportunity so to do, to his superior or command- 
ing of&cer; or if any officer commanding a ship or vessel, 
being acquainted therewith, shall not, with all convenient 
speed, reveal the same to the commander-in-chief of the 
fleet, commander of a squadron, or other proper officer, 
whose duty it may be to take cognizance thereof, every 
such offender shall suffer death, or such other punishment 
as a court-martial shall adjudge. 

Art. 12. Spies, and all persons who shall come or be 
found in the capacity of spies, or who shall bring or deliver 
any seducing letter or message from an enemy or rebel, or 
endeavor to corrupt any person in the navy to betray his 
trust, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as a 
court-martial shall adjudge. 

Art. 13. If any person in the navy shall make, or attempt 
to make, any mutinous assembly, he shall, on conviction 
thereof by a court-martial, suffer death ; and if any person 
as aforesaid shall utter any seditious or mutinous words, or 
shall conceal or connive at any mutinous or seditious prac- 
tices, or shall treat with contempt his superior, being in the 
execution of his office ; or, being witness to any mutiny or 
sedition, shall not do his u.tmost to suppress it, he shall be 
punished at the discretion of a court-martial. 

Art. 14. No officer or private in the navy shall disobey 

the lawful orders of his superior officer, or strike him, or 

draw, or offer to draw, or raise, any weapon against him, 

while in the e^^ecution of the duties of his office, on pain 

9 
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of death, or such other piinishment as a court-martial shall 
inflict. 

Art. 15. No person in the navy shall quarrel -with any- 
other person in the navy, nor use provoking or reproachful 
words, gestures, or menaces, on pain of such punishment as 
a court-martial shall adjudge. 

Art. 16. If any person in the navy shall desert to an 
enemy or rebel, he shall suffer death. 

Art. 17. If any person in the navy shall desert, or shall 
entice others to desert, he shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as a court-martial shall adjudge; and if any 
of&cer, or other person belonging to the navy, shall receive 
or entertain any deserter from any other vessel of the navy, 
knowing him to be such, and shall not, with all convenient 
speed, give notice of such deserter to the commander of the 
vessel to which he belongs, or to the commander-in-chief, 
or to the commander of the squadron, he shall, on convic- 
tion thereof, be cashiered, or be punished at the discretion 
of a court-martial. All offences, committed by persons 
belonging to the navy while on shore, shall be punished in 
the same manner if they had been committed at sea. 

Art. 18. If any person in the navy shall knowingly make 
or sign, or shall aid, abet, direct, or procure the making or 
signing, of any false muster, or shall execute, or attempt, 
or countenance, any fraud against the United States, he 
shall, on conviction, be cashiered, and rendered forever 
incapable of any future employment in the service of the 
United States, and shall forfeit all the pay and subsistence 
due him, and suffer such other punishment as a court-mar- 
tial shall inflict. 

Art. 19. If any officer, or other person, in the navy, shall, 
through inattention, (a) negligence, or any other fault, suffer 
any vessel of the navy to be stranded, or run upon rocks, 
or shoals, or hazarded, he shall suffer such punishment as a 
court-martial shall adjudge. 

Art. 20. If any person in the navy shall sleep upon his 
watch, or negligently perform the duty assigned him, or 

(a) "Intention" in original. 
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leave his station before regularly relieved, he shall suffer 
death, or such punishment as a court-martial shall adjudge; 
or, if the offender be a private, he may, at the discretion of 
the captain, be put in irons, or flogged not exceeding twelve 
lashes. 

Art. 21. The crime of murder, when committed by any 
of&cer, seaman, or marine, belonging to any public ship or 
vessel of the United States, without the territorial jurisdic- 
tion of the same, may be punished with death by the sen- 
tence of a court-martial. 

Art. 22. The officers and privates of every ship or vessel 
appointed as convoy to merchant or other vessels, shall 
diligently and faithfully discharge the duties of their ap- 
pointment, nor shall they demand or exact any compensa- 
tion for their services, nor maltreat any of the officers or 
crews of such merchant or other vessels, on pain of making 
such reparation as a court of admiralty may award, and of 
suffering such further punishment as a court-martial shall 
adjudge. 

Art. 23. If any commander or other officer shall receive 
or permit to be received, on board his vessel, any goods or 
merchandise, other than for the sole use of his vessel, except 
gold, silver, or jewels, and except the goods or merchandise 
of vessels which may be in distress, or shipwrecked, or in 
imminent danger of being shipwrecked, in order to pre- 
serve them for their owner, without orders from the Pres- 
ident of the United States or the Navy Department, he 
shall, on conviction thereof, be cashiered, and be incapaci- 
tated forever afterwards for any place or office in the navy. 

Art. 24. If any person in the navy shall waste, embezzle, 
or fraudulently buy, sell, or receive, any ammunition, pro- 
visions, or other public stores; or if any officer, or other 
person, shall, knowingly, permit, through design, negli- 
gence, or inattention, any such waste, embezzlement, sale 
or receipt, every such person shall forfeit all the pay and 
subsistence then due him, and suffer such further punish- 
ment as a court-martial shall direct. 

Art. 25. If any person in the navy shall unlawfully set 
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fire to or burn any kind of public property, not tlien in the 
possession of an enemy, pirate, or rebel, lie sball suffer 
death : and if any person sball, in any other manner, destroy 
such property, or shall not use his best exertions to prevent 
the destruction thereof by others, he shall be punished at 
the discretion of a court-martial. 

Art. 26. Any theft, not exceeding twenty dollars, may be 
punished at the discretion of the captain, and above that 
sum, as a court-martial shall direct. 

Art. 27. If any person in the navy shall, when on shore, 
plunder, abuse, or maltreat, any inhabitant, or injure his 
property in any way, he shall suffer such punishment as a 
court-martial shall adjudge. 

Art. 28. Every person in the navy shall use his utmost 
exertions to detect, apprehend, and bring to punishment, 
all offenders, and shall, at all times, aid and assist all per- 
sons appointed for this purpose, on pain of such punishment 
as a court-martial shall adjudge. 

Art. 29. Each commanding officer shall, whenever a sea- 
man enters on board, cause an accurate entry to be made in 
the ship's books of his name, time, and term of his service ; 
and, before sailing, transmit to the Secretary of the Navy a 
complete list or muster roll of the officers and men under 
his command, with the date of their entering, time and 
and terms of their service annexed ; and shall cause similar 
lists to be made out on the first day of every second month, 
to be transmitted to the Secretary of the Navy, as opportu- 
nities shall occur ; accounting in such lists, or muster rolls, 
for any casualties which may have taken place since the 
last list or muster roll. He shall cause to be accixrately 
minuted on the ship's books, the names of, and times at 
which any death or desertion may occur; and in case of 
death, shall take care that the purser secure all the property 
of the deceased for the benefit of his legal representative or 
representatives. He shall cause frequent inspections to be 
made into the condition of the provisions, and use every 
precaution for its preservation. He shall, whenever he 
orders officers and men to take charge of a prize, and pro- 
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ceed to the United States, and whenever officers or men are 
sent from his ship for whatever cause, take care that each 
man be furnished with a complete statement of his account, 
specifying the date of his enlistment, and the period and 
terms of his service; which account shall be signed by the 
commanding officer and purser. He shall cause the rules 
for the government of the navy to be hung up in some 
public part of the ship, and read once a month to his ship's 
company. He shall cause a convenient place to be set apart 
for sick or disabled men, to which he shall have them 
removed, with their hammocks and bedding, when the sur- 
geon shall so advise, and shall direct that some of the crew 
attend them and keep the place clean; and, if necessary, 
shall direct that cradles, and buckets with covers, be made 
for their use: and when his crew is finally paid ofi", he shall 
attend in person, or appoint a proper of&cer, to see that 
justice be done to the men, and to the United States, in 
the settlement of the accounts. Any commanding of&cer, 
offending herein, shall be punished at the discretion of a 
court-martial. 

Art. 30. No commanding of&cer shall, of his own author- 
ity, discharge a commissioned or warrant of&cer, nor strike, 
nor punish him otherwise than by suspension or confine- 
ment, nor shall he, of his own authority, inflict a punish- 
ment on any private beyond twelve lashes, with a cat-of-nine 
tails, nor shall he suffer any wired, or other than a plain, 
cat-of-nine tails, to be used on board his ship ; nor shall any 
of&cer who may command by accident, or in the absence of 
the commanding of&cer (except such commander be absent 
for a time by leave) order or inflict any other punishment 
than confinement, for which he shall account on the return 
of such absent commanding of&cer. Nor shall any com- 
manding officer receive on board any petty officers or men, 
turned over from any other vessel to him, unless each of 
such officers and men produce to him an account, signed by 
the captain and purser of the vessel from which they came, 
specifying the date of such officer's or man's entry, the 
period and terms of service, the sums paid and the balance 
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due him, and the quality in which he was rated on board- 
such ship. Nor shall any commanding officer, having 
received any petty officer or man as aforesaid, rate him in a 
lower or worse station than that in which he formerly 
served. Any commanding officer, offending herein, shall 
be punished at the discretion of a court-martial. 

Art. 31. Any master-at-arms, or other person of whom 
the duty of master-at-arms is required, who shall refuse to 
receive such prisoners as shall be committed to his charge, 
or having received them, shall suffer them to escape, or dis- 
miss them without orders from proper authority, shall suffer 
in such prisoners' stead, or be punished otherwise, at the 
discretion of a court-martial. 

Art. 32. All crimes committed by persons belonging to 
the navy, which are not specified in the foregoing articles, 
shall be punished according to the laws and customs in 
such cases at sea. 

Art. 33. All officers, not holding commissions or war- 
rants, or who are not entitled to them, except such as are 
temporarily appointed to the duties of a commissioned or 
warrant officer, are deemed petty officers. 

Art. 34. Any person entitled to wages or prize money 
may have the same paid to his assignee, provided the assign- 
ment be attested by the captain and purser; and in case of 
the assignment of wages, the power shall specify the precise 
time they commence. But the commander of every vessel 
is required to discourage his crews from selling any part of 
their wages or prize money, and never to attest any power 
of attorney, until he is satisfied that the same is not granted 
in consideration of money given for the purchase of wages 
or prize money. 

JSTAVAL GENEEAL COUETS-MARTIAL. 

Art. 35. General courts-martial may be convened as often 
as the President of the United States, the Secretary of the 
Navy, or the commander-in-chief of the fleet, or commander 
of a squadron, while acting out of the United States, shall 
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deem it necessary: provided, that no general court-martial 
shall consist of more than thirteen, nor less than five, mem- 
bers, and as many officers shall be summoned on every such 
court as can be convened without injury to the service, so 
as not to exceed thirteen, and the senior officer shall always 
preside, the others ranking agreeably to the date of their 
commissions; and in no case, where it can be avoided with- 
out injury to the service, shall more than one-half the 
members, exclusive of the president, be junior to the officer 
to be tried. 

Art. 36. Bach member of the court, before proceeding to 
trial, shall take the following oath or affirmation, which the 
judge advocate, or person officiating as such, is hereby 
authorized to administer. 

"I, A. B. do swear [or affirm] that I will truly try, with- 
out prejudice or partiality, the case now depending, accord- 
ing to the evidence which shall come before the court, the 
rules for the government of the navy, and my own con- 
science; and that I will not by any means divulge or 
disclose the sentence of the court, until it shall have been 
approved by the proper authority, nor will I at any time 
divulge or disclose the vote or opinion of any particular 
member of the court, unless required so to do before a 
court of justice in due course of law." 

This oath or affirmation being duly administered, the 
President is authorized and required to administer the fol- 
lowing oath or affirmation to the judge advocate, or person 
officiating as such. 

"I, A. B. do swear [or affirm] that I will keep a true 
record of the evidence given to, and the proceedings of, this 
court; nor will I divulge, or by any means disclose, the 
sentence of the court until it shall have been approved by 
the proper authority; nor will I at any time divulge or 
disclose the vote or opinion of any particular member of 
the court, unless required so to do before a court of justice 
in due course of law." 

Art. 37. All testimony given to a general court-martial 
shall be on oath or affirmation, which the president of the 
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court is hereby authorized to administer, and if any person 
shall refuse to give his evidence as aforesaid, or shall pre- 
varicate, or shall behave with contempt to the court, it shall 
and may tje lawful for the court to imprison such offender 
at their discretion; provided, that the imprisonment in no 
case shall exceed two months : And every person who shall 
commit wilful perjury on examination on oath or affirma- 
tion before such court, or who shall corruptly procure, or 
suborn, any person to commit such wilful perjury, shall and 
may be prosecuted by indictment or information in any 
court of justice of the United States, and shall suffer such 
penalties as are authorized by the laws of the United States 
in cases of perjury, or the subornation thereof And in 
every prosecution for perjury, or the subornation thereof, 
under this act, it shall be sufficient to set forth the offence 
charged on the defendant, without setting forth the author- 
ity by which the court was held, or the particular matters 
brought, or intended to be brought, befoi'e the said court. 

Art. 38. All charges, on which an application for a gene- 
ral court-martial is founded, shall be exhibited in writing to 
the proper officer, and the person demanding the court shall 
take care that the person accused be furnished with a true 
copy of the charges, with the specifications, at the time he 
is put under arrest, nor shall any other charge or charges, 
than those so exhibited, be urged against the person to be 
tried before thfe court, unless it appear to the court that 
intelligence of such charge had not reached the person 
demanding the court, when the person so to be tried was 
put under arrest, or that some witness material to the sup- 
port of such charge, who was at that time absent, can be 
produced; in which case, reasonable time shall be given to 
the person to be tried to make his defence against such new 
charge. Every officer so arrested is to deliver up his sword 
to his commanding officer, and to confine himself to the 
limits assigned him, under pain of dismission from service. 

Art. 39. "When the proceedings of any general court-mar- 
tial shall have commenced, they shall not be suspended or 
delayed on account of the absence of any of the members, 
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provided five or more be assembled; but tlie court is 
enjoined to sit from day to day, Sundays excepted, until 
sentence be given: And no member of said court shall, 
after the proceedings are begun, absent himself therefrom, 
unless in case of sickness, or orders to go on duty from a 
superior officer, on pain of being cashiered. 

Art. 40. "Whenever a court-martial shall sentence any 
officer to be suspended, the court shall have power to sus- 
pend his pay and emoluments for the whole, or any part, of 
the time of his suspension. 

Art. 41. All sentences of courts-martial, which shall ex- 
tend to the loss of life, shall reqxiire the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the members present; and no such sentence 
shall be carried into execution, until confirmed by the 
President of the United States; or, if the trial take place 
out of the United States, until it be confirmed by the com- 
mander of the fleet or squadron: All other sentences may 
be determined by a majority of votes, and carried into 
execution on confirmation of the commander of the fleet, 
or officer ordering the court, except such as go to the dis- 
mission of a commissioned or warrant officer, which are 
first to be approved by the President of the United States. 

A court-martial shall not, for any one offence not capital, 
inflict a punishment beyond one hundred lashes. 

Art. 42. The President of the United States, or, when the 
trial takes place out of the United States, the commander 
of the fleet or squadron, shall possess full power to pardon 
any offence committed against these articles, after convic- 
tion, or to mitigate the punishment decreed by a court- 
martial. 

Sec. 2. Art. 1. That courts of inquiry may be ordered by 
the ' President of the United States, the Secretary of the 
Navy, or the commander of a fleet or squadron, provided 
such court shall not consist of more than three members, 
who shall be commissioned officers, and a judge advocate, 
or person to do duty as such ; and such courts shall have 
power to summon witnesses, administer oaths, and punish 
contempt in the same manner as courts-martial. But such 
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court shall merely state facts, and not give their opinion, 
unless expressly required so to do in the order for conyen- 
ing; and the party, whose conduct shall be the subject of 
inquiry, shall have permission to cross-examine all the wit- 
nesses. 

Art. 2. The proceedings of courts of inquiry shall be 
authenticated by the signature of the president of the court 
and judge advocate, and shall, in all cases not capital, or 
extending to the dismission of a commissioned or warrant 
officer, be evidence before a court-martial, provided oral 
testimony cannot be obtained. 

Art. 3. The judge advocate, or person officiating as such, 
shall administer to the members the following oath or affir- 
mation : 

"You do swear [or affirm] well and truly to examine and 
inquire, according to the evidence, into the matter now 
before you, without partiality or prejudice." 

After which, the president shall administer to the judge 
advocate, or person officiating as such, the following oath 
or affirmation: 

"You do swear [or affirm] truly to record the proceed- 
ings of this court, and the evidence to be given in the case 
in hearing." 

Sec. 3. That in all cases, where the crews of the ships or 
vessels of the United States shall be separated from their 
vessels, by the latter being wrecked, lost, or destroyed, all 
the command, power, and authority, given to the officers of 
stich ships or vessels, shall remain and be in full force as 
effectvxally as if such ship or vessel were not so wrecked, 
lost, or destroyed, until such ship's company be regularly 
discharged from, or ordered again into, the service, or until 
a court-martial shall be held to inquire into the loss of Such 
ship or vessel; and if, by the sentence of such court, or 
other satisfactory evidence, it shall appear that all or any 
of the officers and men of such ship's company did their 
utmost to preserve her, and after the loss thereof behaved 
themselves agreeably to the discipline of the navy, then the 
pay and emoluments of such officers and men, or such of 
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them as shall have done their duty as aforesaid, shall go on 
until their discharge or death ; and every officer or private 
who shall, after the loss of such vessel, act contrary to the 
discipline of the navy, shall he punished at the discretion 
of a court-martial, in the same manner as if such vessel had 
not been so lost. 

Sec. 4. That all the pay and emoluments of such officers 
and men, of any of the ships or vessels of the United States 
taken by an enemy, who shall appear, by the sentence of a 
court-martial, or otherwise, to have done their utmost to 
preserve and defend their ship or vessel, and, after the 
taking thereof, have behaved themselves obediently to their 
superiors, agreeably to the discipline of the navy, shall go on, 
and be paid them until their death, exchange, or discharge. 

Sec. 5. That the proceeds of all ships and vessels, and 
the goods taken on board of them, which shall be adjudged 
good prize, shall, when of equal or superior force to the 
vessel or vessels making the capture, be the sole property 
of the captors ; and when of inferior force, shall be divided 
equally between the United States and the officers and men 
making the capture. 

Sec. 6. (a) That the prize money, belonging to the officers 
and men, shall be distributed in the following manner : 

1. To the commanding officers of fleets, squadrons, or 
single ships, three-twentieths, of vrhich the commanding 
officer of the fleet or squadron shall have one-twentieth, if 
the prize be taken by a ship or vessel acting under his com- 
mand, and the commander of single ships two-twentieths; 
but where the prize is taken by a ship acting independently 
of such superior officer, the three-twentieths shall belong to 
her commander. 

2. To sea lieutenants, captains of marines, and sailing 
masters, two-twentieths ; but where there is a captain, with- 
out a lieutenant of marines, these officers shall be entitled 
to two -twentieths and one-third of a twentieth, which third, 
in such case, shall be deducted from the share of the officers 
mentioned in article No. 3, of this section. 

(a) See act 16 Apr. 1810, chap. 66. 
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8. To chaplains, lieutenants of marines, surgeons, pur- 
sers, boatswains, gunners, carpenters, and master's mates, 
two-twentieths. 

4. To midshipmen, surgeon's mates, captain's clerks, 
school-masters, boatswain's mates, gunner's mates, carpen- 
ter's mates, ship's stewards, sailmakers, masters-at-arms, 
armorers, cockswains, and coopers, three-twentieths and an 
half. 

5. To gunner's yeomen, boatswain's yeomen, quarter- 
masters, quarter gunners, sailmaker's mates, sergeants and 
corporals of marines, drummers, fifers, and extra petty 
officers, two-twentieths and an half. 

6. To seamen, ordinary seamen, marines, and all other 
persons doing duty on board, seven-twentieths. 

7. Whenever one or more public ships or vessels are in 
sight at the time any one or more ships are taking a prize 
or prizes, they shall all share equally in the prize or prizes, 
according to the number of men and guns on board each 
ship in sight. 

No commander of a fleet or squadron shall be entitled to 
receive any share of prizes taken by vessels not under his 
immediate command; nor of such prizes as may have been 
taken by ships or vessels intended to be placed under his 
command, before they have acted under his immediate 
orders ; nor shall a commander of a fleet or squadron, leav- 
ing the station where he had the command, have any share 
in the prizes taken by ships left on such station, after he 
has gone out of the limits of his said command. 

Sec. 7. That a bounty shall be paid by the United States, 
of twenty dollars, for each person on board any ship of an 
enemy at the commencement of an engagement, which shall 
be sunk or destroyed by any ship or vessel belonging to 
the United States of equal or inferior force, the same to be 
divided among the officers and crew in the same manner as 
prize money. 

Sec. 8. That every officer, seaman, or marine, disabled in 
the line of his duty, shall be entitled to receive for life, or 
during his disability, a pension from the United States, 
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according to the nature and degree of his disability, not 
exceeding one-half his monthly pay. 

Sec. 9. (a) That all money accruing, or which has already 
accrued, to the United States from the sale of prizes, shall 
be, and remain forever, a fund for the payment of pensions 
and half pay, should the same be hereafter granted, to the 
officers and seamen who may be entitled to receive the 
same ; and if the said fund shall be insufficient for the pur- 
pose, the public faith is hereby pledged to make up the 
deficiency; but if it should be more than sufficient, the 
surplus shall be applied to the making of further provision 
for the comfort of the disabled officers, seamen, marines, and 
for such as, though not disabled, may merit, by their bravery, 
or long and faithful services, the gratitude of their country. 

Sec. 10. That the said fund shall be under the manage- 
ment and direction of the Secretary of the Navy, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of War, (6) for the 
time being, who are hereby authorized to receive any sums 
to which the United States may be entitled from the sale of 
prizes, and employ and invest the same, and the interest 
arising therefrom, in any manner which a majority of them 
may deem most advantageous : And it shall be the duty of 
the said commissioners to lay before Congress, annually, in 
the first week of their session, a minute statement of their 
proceedings relative to the management of said fund. 

Sec. 11. That the act passed the second day of March, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety -nine, enti- 
tled "An act(c) for the government of the navy of the 
United States," from and after the first day of June next, 
shall be, and is hereby, repealed. 

[Approved, April 23, 1800. J 

March 2, 1799, chap. 24.' March 26, 1804, chap. 48. 

(a) To same effect, 26 Mar.'lSOi, chap. 48. 

(b) Payable to the Commissioner of the Navy Pension Fund by act of 26 
Mar. 1304, chap. 48. 

(c) Chap. 24, ante, p. 89. 
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Chapter 51.— Approved, May 10, 1800.— Vol. 2, p. 70. 

An Act in addition to the act, intituled "An act to prohibit the carrying 
on the slave trade from the United States to any foreign place or coun- 
try." {a) 

1. Penalty on citizens having an interest in vessels employed in the slave 
trade. 2. Penalty on citizens serving in such vessels. 3. Citizens of Uni- 
ted States serving on board foreign vessels. 4. Commissioned vessels 
authorized to seize vessels contravening this or the former act. Vessels, 
tackle, etc., to be forfeited. Persons found on board to be apprehended 
and conveyed to United States. 5. District and circuit court to have 
jurisdiction of offences. 6. Construction of the act. 7. Distribution of 
penalties. One-half to informer, and one-half to United States. 

Sec. 1. That it shall be unlawful for any citizen of the 
United States, or other person residing within the United 
States, directly (h) or indirectly to hold, or have any right 
or property in, any vessel employed of made use of in the 
transportation or carrying of slaves from one foreign coun- 
try or place to another, and any right or property, belong- 
ing as aforesaid, shall be forfeited, and may be libelled and 
condemned for the use of the person who shall sue for the 
same ; and such person, transgressing the prohibition afore- 
said, shall also forfeit and pay a sum of money equal to 
double the value of the right of property in such vessel, 
which he held as aforesaid ; and shall also forfeit a sum of 
money equal to double the value of the interest which he 
may have had in the slaves, which at any time may have 
been transported or carried in such vessel, after the passing 
of this act, and against the form thereof 

Sec. 2. That it shall be unlawful for any citizen of the 
United States, or other person residing therein, to serve on 
board any vessel of the United States employed or (c) made 
use of in the transportation or carrying of slaves from one 

(a) 22 Mar. 1794, chap. 11. 

(J) Though he may have no property in the slaves, or not immediately in- 
strumental to the transportation of them from their native country : 9 Wheat, 
391-404, the Merino. 

(c) Sailing on her outward voyage for the purpose of her being so used, is 
being employed : 14, Peters, 464-475, U. S. vs. Morris ; 9 Wheat, 404-6, the 
Merino; and actual transportation is not necessary to constitute the offence: 
14 Peters, 404-475. 
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foreign country or place to anotlier; and any such, citizen, 
or other person, voluntarily serving as aforesaid, shall be 
liable to be indicted therefor, and, on conviction thereof, 
shall be liable to a iine not exceeding two thousand dollars, 
and be imprisoned not exceeding two years. 

Sec. 3. That if any citizen of the United States shall 
voluntarily serve on board of any foreign ship or vessel, 
which shall hereafter be employed in the slave trade, he 
shall, on conviction thereof, be liable to, and suffer the like 
forfeitures, pains, disabilities, and penalties, as he would 
have incurred had such ship or vessel been owned or em- 
ployed, in whole or in part, by any person or persons 
residing within the United States. 

Sec. 4. That it shall be lawful for any of the commis- 
sioned vessels of the United States to seize and take any 
vessel employed in carrying on trade, business, or traffic, 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this, or the said 
act to which this is in addition; and such vessel, together 
with her tackle, apparel, and guns, and the goods or effects, 
other than slaves, which shall be found on board, shall be 
forfeited, and may be proceeded against in any of the dis- 
trict or circuit courts, and shall be condemned for the use 
of the officers and crew of the vessel making the seizure, 
and be divided in the proportion directed in the case of 
prize, (a) And all persons interested in such vessel, or in 
the enterprize or voyage in which such vessel shall be 
employed at the time (6) of such capture, shall be precluded 
from all right or claim to the slaves found on board such 
vessel as aforesaid, and from all damages or retribution on 
account thereof: And it shall moreover be the duty of the 
commanders of such commissioned vessels to apprehend 
and take into custody every person found on board of such 
vessel so seized and taken, being of the officers or crew 
thereof, and him or them convey, as soon as conveniently 

(a) By 23 Apr. 1800, chap. 33, sec. 6, ante, p. 139. 

(5) If, when the vessel is seized by a commissioned captor, she was in posses- 
sion of a non-commissioned captor, restitution of the slaves may be awarded; 
the section applying only to persons interested at the time of such capture : 9 
Wheat, 391-407. 
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may be, to the civil authority of the United States in some 
one of the districts thereof, to be proceeded against in due 
course of law. 

Sec. 5. That the district and circuit courts of the United 
States shall have cognizance (a) of all acts and offences 
against the prohibitions herein contained. 

Sec. 6. That nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to authorize the bringing into either of the United 
States, any person or persons, the importation of whom is, 
by the existing laws of such State, prohibited. 

Sec. 7. That the forfeitures, which shall hereafter be in- 
curred under this, or the said act to which this is in addi- 
tion, not otherwise disposed of, shall accr^ie and be one 
moiety thereof to the use of the informer, and the other 
moiety to the use of the United States, except where the 
prosecution shall be first instituted on behalf of the United 
States, in which case the whole shall be to their use. 

[Approved, May 10, 1800.] 

See 22 Mar. 1794, ch. 11. 20 Apr. 1818, ch. 9. 

28 Feb. 1803, ch. 10. 3 Mar. 1819, ch. 101. 

2 Mar. 1807, ch. 22. 



Eesolution 4. — Approved, March 29, 1800.— Vol. 2, p. 87. 

Eesolution requesting the President to present u, gold medal to Captain 
Thomas Truxtun; and respecting the conduct of Midshipman Jaines 
Jarvis. 

That the President of the United States be requested to pre- 
sent to Captain Thomas Truxtun, a golden medal, emblematical 
of the late action between the United States' frigate Constellation, 
of thirty-eight guns, and the French ship of war La Yengeance, 
of fifty-four ; in testimony of the high sense entertained by Con- 
gress of his gallantry and good conduct in the above engagement, 
wherein an example was exhibited by the captain, officers, sailors, 
and marines, honorable to the American name, and instructive to 
its rising navy. 

(a) If the seizure is made within the waters of a foreign nation, the jurisdic- 
tion is in the court of the district into which the property is conducted : 9 
Wheat, 402-3, the Merino. 
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That the conduct of James Jarvis, a midshipman in said frigate, 
who gloriously preferred certain death to an abandonment of his 
post, is deserving of the highest praise, and that the loss of so 
promising an officer is a subject of national regret. 

lApproved, March 29, 1800.] 



CnAPTEE 20.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1801.— Yol. 2, p. 110. 

An Act providing for a naval peace establishment, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and he 
hereby is, authorized, whenever the situation of public affairs 
shall, in his opinion, render it expedient, to cause to be sold, they 
being first divested of their guns and military stores, which are to 
be carefully preserved, all or any of the ships and vessels belong- 
ing to the navy, except the frigates United States, Constitution, 
President, Chesapeake, Philadelphia, Constellation, Congress, 
New York, Boston, Essex, Adams, John Adams, and General 
Greene ; and also to lay up all the frigates thus to be retained, 
except such as are directed by this act to be kept in constant ser- 
vice in time of peace. 

Sec. 2. (a) That six of the frigates to be retained shall be kept 
in constant service in time of peace, and shall be officered and 
manned as the President of the United States may direct, not to 
exceed, however, two-thirds of the present complement of seamen, 
and ordinary seamen ; the residue of the frigates to be retained 
shall be laid up in convenient ports, and there shall be permanently 
attached to each frigate, so laid up, one sailing-master, one boat- 
swain, one gunner, one carpenter, and one cook, one sergeant or 
corporal of marines, and eight marines ; and to the large frigates 
twelve, and to the small frigates ten seamen ; the sailing master 
shall have the general care and superiutendence of the ship ; and 
shall generally execute such duties of a purser as may be necessary. 

Sec. 8. (6) That, from and after the day when the reduction of 
the navy shall take place as aforesaid, the navy ration shall consist 
of as follows : on Sunday, fourteen ounces of bread, one and a quar- 
ter pound of beef, half a pound of flour, one quarter of a pound 
of suet, one half pint of distilled spirits ; Monday, fourteen ounces 
of bread, one pound of pork, half pint of peas, one half pint of 
distilled spirits ; Tuesday, fourteen ounces of bread, one pound of 
beef, two ounces of cheese, one half pint of distilled spirits; Wed- 
nesday, fourteen ounces of bread, one pound of pork, half pint of 
rice, one half pint of distilled spirits ; Thursday, fourteen ounces 

(a) Sec. 2 repealed in part 27 Mar. 1804, chap. 53, and wholly, 21 Apr. 1806, 
chap. 35. 

(6) Repealed and supplied 29 Aug. 1842, chap. 267. 

10 
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of bread, one and a quarter pound of beef, half pound of flour, 
quarter pound of suet, one half pint of distilled spirits ; Friday, 
fourteen ounces of bread, four ounces of cheese, two ounces of 
butter, half pint of rice, half pint of molasses, one half pint of 
distilled spirits ; Saturday, fourteen ounces of bread, one pound 
of pork, half pint of peas, half pint of vinegar, one half pint of 
distilled spirits. 

Sec. 4. (a) That the President of the United States retain in 
the navy service, in time of peace, nine captains, thirty-six lieu- 
tenants, and one hundred and fifty midshipmen, including those 
employed on board of the six frigates to be kept in service ; and 
that he be authorized to discharge all the other officers in the 
navy service of the United States ; but such of the aforesaid 
officers as shall be retained in the service, shall be entitled to 
receive no more than half their monthly pay during the time when 
they shall not be under orders for actual service. 

Sec. 5. That all the commissioned and warrant officers, who 
shall be discharged as aforesaid, shall be entitled to receive four 
months' pay, over and above what may be due to them respec- 
tively at the time of their discharge. 
'lApproved, March 3, 1801.] 



Chapter 4.— Approved, February 6, 1802.— Vol. 2, p. 129. 

An Act for the protection of the commerce and seamen of the United States, 
against the TripolHan cruisers. 

Whereas the regency of Tripoli, on the coast of Barbary, has 
commenced a predatory warfare against the United States — 

Sec. 1. That it shall be lawful fully to equip, officer, man, and 
employ such of the armed vessels of the United States as may be 
judged requisite by the President of the United States, for pro- 
tecting effectually the commerce and seamen thereof on the Atlantic 
ocean, the Mediterranean, and adjoining seas. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States to instruct the commanders of the respective public vessels 
aforesaid, to subdue, seize, and make prize of all vessels, goods, 
and effects, belonging to the Bey of Tripoli, or to his subjects, and 
to bring or send the same into port, to be proceeded against, and 
distributed according to law ; and also to cause to be done all such 
other acts of precaution or hostility as the state of war will justify, 
and may, in his opinion, require. 

Sec. 3. That on the application of the owners of private armed 
vessels of the United States, the President of the United States 
may grant to them special commissions, in the form which he shall 

(o) Sec. 4 repealed 21 April, 1806, chap. Zb,post. p. 166. 
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direct, under the seal of the United States; and such private 
armed vessels, when so commissioned, shall have the like authority 
for subduing, seizing, taking, and bringing into port, any Tripoli- 
tan vessel, goods, or effects, as the before mentioned public armed 
vessels may by law have; and shall therein be subject to the 
instructions which may be given by the President of the United 
States for the regulation of their conduct ; and their commissions 
shall be revocable at his pleasure: Provided, That before any 
commission shall be granted as aforesaid, the owner or owners of 
the vessel for which the same may be requested, and the commander 
thereof, for the time being, shall give bond to the United States, 
with at least two responsible sureties, not interested in such vessel, 
in the penal sum of seven thousand dollars ; or, if such vessel be 
provided with more than one hundred and fifty men, in the penal 
sum of fourteen thousand dollars, with condition for observing the 
treaties and laws of the United States, and the instructions which 
may be given, as aforesaid ; and also, for satisfying all damages 
and Injuries which shall be done, contrary to the tenor thereof, by 
such commissioned vessel ; and for delivering up the commission, 
when revoked by the President of the United States. 

Sec. 4. That any Tripolitan vessel, goods, or effects, which 
shall be so captured and brought into port by any private armed 
vessel of the United States, duly commissioned as aforesaid, may 
be adjudged good prize, and thereupon shall accrue to the owners 
and oflicers, and men of the capturing vessel, and shall be distri- 
buted according to the agreement which shall have been made 
between them, or in failure of such agreement, according to the 
discretion of the court having cognizance of the capture. 

Sec. 5. That the seamen may be engaged to serve in the navy 
of the Uniljed States for a period not exceeding two years ; but 
the President may discharge the same sooner, if in his judgment, 
their services may be dispensed with, 

\_Approved, February 6, 1802.] 



Chaptee 33.— Approved, April 29, 1802.— Vol. 2, p. 170. 

An Act for the relief of the widows and orphans of certain persons who 
have died in the naval service of the United States. 

That the widows, if any such there be, and in case there be no 
widow, the child or children of the officers, seamen, and marines,, 
who were in the service of the United States, and lost in the ship 
Insurgent and brigantine Pickering, shall be entitled to, and. 
receive out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, a sum equal to four months' pay of their respective husbands 
or fathers, as aforesaid. 
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Eesolution 2.— Approved, Feb'y 3, 1802.— Vol. 2, p. 198. 

Resolution expressing the sense of Congress on the gallant conduct of Lieu- 
tenant Sterett, the officers, and crew of the United States' schooner 
Enterprise. 

That they entertain a higli sense of the gallant conduct of 
Lieutenant Sterett, and the other officers, seamen, and marines, on 
board the schooner Enterprise, in the capture of a Tripolitan cor- 
sair of fourteen guns and eighty men. 

That the President of the United States be requested to present 
to Lieutenant Sterett a sword, commemorative of the aforesaid 
heroic action ; and that one month's pay be allowed to all the 
other officers, seamen, and marines, who were on board the Enter- 
prise when the aforesaid action took place. 



Chapter 4.— Approved, Feb'y 10, 1803.— Vol. 2, p. 199. 

An Act authorizing the sale of a piece of land, parcel of the navy yard be- 
longing to the United States, in Charlestown, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, to the proprietors of the Salem turnpike road and Chelsea bridge 
corporation. 

Sec. 1. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he hereby is, 
authorized and empowered, by indenture of bargain and sale, in 
common form, to convey, in fee simple, to the proprietors of the 
Salem turnpike and Chelsea bridge corporation, by their proper 
name of incorporation, a certain piece of land, lying on the western 
corner, and being parcel of the navy yard belonging to the United 
States, in Charlestown, in the State of Massachusetts, containing 
fifteen square perches, or thereabouts, or so much thereof as is 
required to enable the said proprietors to lay out and make a 
turnpike road from Salem to Charlestown bridge, near Boston, 
according to the plan exhibited to Congress by the said proprie- 
tors. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the said Secretary, prior to 
the making the said conveyance, to cause the said piece of land to 
be valued by disinterested men, to be appointed in such manner as 
he shall agree with the said proprietors ; the amount of which said 
valuation, being paid to the use of the United States, it shall then, 
and not before, be lawful for the said Secretary to make the afore- 
said conveyance. 
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Chapter 10.— Approved, Teb'y 28, 1803.— Vol. 2, p. 205. 

An Act to prevent the importation of certain persons into certain States, 
where, by the laws thereof, their admission is prohibited. 

1. No negro, mulatto, or person of color, to be brought into the United States 
after April 1, 1803. Forfeiture, $1,000. How recovered. To be divided. 
2. Vessels having prohibited persons on board, not to be admitted to entry. 
Forfeiture of vessel. 3. Duty of collectors and officers of customs to pre- 
vent admission. 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the first day of April next, 
no master or captain of any ship or vessel, or any other 
person, shall import or bring, or cause to be imported or 
brought, any negro, mulatto, or other person of color, not 
being a native, a citizen, or registered seaman, of the United 
States, or seamen, natives of countries beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope, into any port or place of the United States, 
which port or place shall be situated in any State which by 
law has prohibited, or shall prohibit, the admission or im- 
portation of such negro, mulatto, or other person of color ; 
and if any captain or master aforesaid, or any other person, 
shall import or bring, or cause to be imported or brought, 
into any of the ports or places aforesaid, any of the persons 
whose admission or importation is prohibited as aforesaid, 
he shall forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars for 
each and every negro, mulatto, or other person of color 
aforesaid, brought or imported as aforesaid, to be sued for 
and recovered by action of debt, in any court of the United 
States; one-half thereof to the use of the United States, 
the other half to any person or persons prosecuting for the 
penalty; and in any action instituted for the recovery of 
the penalty aforesaid, the person or persons sued may be 
held to special bail : provided, always, that nothing contained 
in this act shall be construed to prohibit the admission of 
Indians. 

Sec. 2. That no ship or vessel, arriving in any of the said 
ports or places of the United States, and having on board 
any negro, mulatto, or other person of color, not being a 
native, a citizen, or registered seaman of the United States, 
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or seamen natives of countries beyond tte Cape of Good 
Hope as aforesaid, sliall be admitted to an entry. And if 
any sucli negro, mulatto, or otber person of color, shall be 
landed from on board any sbip or vessel, in any of the ports 
or places aforesaid, or on the coast of any State prohibiting 
the admission or importation, as aforesaid, the said ship or 
vessel, together with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
shall be forfeited to the United States, and one-half of the 
nett proceeds of the sales on such forfeiture shall inure and 
be paid over to such person or persons on whose informa- 
tion the seizure of such forfeiture shall be made. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be the duty of the collectors, and 
other officers of the customs, and all other officers of the 
revenue of the United States, in the several ports or places ■ 
situated as aforesaid, to notice, and be governed by, the 
provisions of the laws now existing, of the sevej-al States 
prohibiting the admission or importation of any negro, 
mulatto, or other person of color, as aforesaid. And they 
are hereby enjoined vigilantly to carry into effect the said 
laws of said States, conformably to the provisions of this 
act ; any law of the United States to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

[^Approved, February 28, 1803. J 

See Mar. 22, 1794, ch. 11, vol. i, p. 347; May 10, 1800, 
ch. 51; Feb. 28, 1803, ch. 10; Mar. 2, 1807, ch. 22; Apr. 20, 
1818, oh. 83; May 15, 1820, ch. 112, sec. 4 and 5. 



Chapter 11.— Approved, Feb'y 28, 1803.— Vol. 2, p. 206. 

An Act to provide an additional armainent for the protection of the seamen 
and commerce of the United States. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and he 
hereby is, authorized and empowered to cause to be built, or to be 
purchased (if the exigencies of the service shall require it) four 
vessels of war, to carry not exceeding sixteen guns each ; to be 
armed, manned, and fitted out for the protection of the seamen 
and commerce of the United States in the Mediterranean and 
adjacent seas, and for other purposes, as the public service may 
require. 



7th Cong. 2d Sess. — 8th Cong. 1st Sess. 151 

Sec. 2. That tlie sum of ninety-six thousand dollars be, and 
hereby is, appropriated for the purpose aforesaid, out of any mo- 
neys in the treasury of the United States not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Sec. 3. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and empowered to cause to be built, a number 
not exceeding iifteen gun boats, to be armed, manned, and fitted 
out, and employed for such purposes as in his opinion the public 
service may require; and that a sum not exceeding fifty thousand 
dollars be, and hereby is, appropriated for this purpose, out of 
any moneys in the treasury of the United States not otherwise 
appropriated. 

l^Approved, February 28, 1803.] 



Chaptee 46.— Approved, Marcli 25, 1804.— Vol. 2, p. 291. 

An Act further to protect the commerce and seamen of the United States 
against the Barbary powers. 

Sec. 3. That the President of the United States, if he shall 
deem it necessary, shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause 
to be purchased, or built, officered, manned, and equipped, two 
vessels of war, to carry not more than sixteen guns each, and like- 
wise to hire, or accept on loan, in the Mediterranean sea, as many 
gun boats as he may think proper. 



Chapter 48.— Approved, Marcli 26, 1804.— Vol. 2, p. 293. 

An Act in relation to the nav^/ pension fund. 

1. Money from captures to be paid to the Treasurer of the TTnited States. 2. 
How to be disbursed. 3. Accountant of the navy to receive and settle all 
navy pension accounts, and report the same. 4. Comptroller authorized 
to institute suits for prize money. 5. Commissioners of the navy pension 
fund may appoint a secretary. His duty and emoluments. 6. Commis- 
sioners to make rules and regulations for the admission of pensioners. 

Sec. 1. That all tlie money accruing, or whicli has already- 
accrued, to the United States, from the capture of prizes (a) 
authorized by law, and which has not already been paid to 
the Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of the Treasury, 

(a) How collected and paid over, see act 16 Apr. 1816, vol. iii, p. 287. 
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and the Secretary of "War, as (a) commissioners of the navy 
pension fund, shall be paid to the Treasurer of the United 
States. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the Treasurer of the 
United States to receive all the money so accruing, and to 
disburse the same pursuant to warrants from the Secretary 
of the Navy, countersigned by the accountant of the navy; 
and a distinct quarterly account, of the moneys thus re- 
ceived and disbursed, shall be rendered by the said Treas- 
urer to the accounting oflEicers of the treasury, in the same 
manner as is provided for other public moneys received by 
him. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be the duty of the accountant of the 
navy (b) to receive and settle all accounts whatever, in rela- 
tion to the navy pension fund, and report, from time to 
time, all such settlements as shall have been made by him, 
for the inspection and revision of the accounting officers of 
the treasury, in the same manner as in other cases of public 
accounts. 

Sec. 4. That the comptroller of the treasury shall be fully 
authorized and empowered to direct suits for the recovery 
of any sums now due, or which may hereafter be due, to the 
United States, for prizes as aforesaid, and to prosecvite the 
same in the name of the United States, in the same manner 
as in other cases for the recovery of moneys due to the 
United States. 

Sec. 5. That the commissioners of the navy pension fund 
be, and they are hereby, authorized to appoint a secretary, 
who shall perform all such duties in relation to the fund as 
they shall require of him; and shall receive for his services 
a salary, not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars per 
annum, to be paid quarter yearly at the treasury of the 
United States, and charged to the same fund. 

Sec. 6. That the commissioners of the navy pension fund 

(a) By 23 Apr. 1800, chap. 33, sec. 9. 

(6) Office abolished 3 Mar. 1817, chap. 46, sec. 1; and see Mar. 2, 1799, chap. 
24, and 23 Apr. 1800, chap. 33, and foot note, vol. ii, p. 293. 
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be, and they are hereby, authorized and directed to make 
such regulations, as may to them appear expedient, for the 
admission of persons on the roll of navy pensioners, and 
for the payment of the pensions. 
[Approved, March 26, 1804. j 



Chapter 53.— Approved, March 27, 1804.— Vol. 2, p. 297. 

An Act supplementary to the act, intituled "An act providing for a naval 
peace establishment, and for other purposes." [a) 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to attach to the navy yard at Washington, and 
to the frigates and other vessels laid up in ordinary in the Eastern 
Branch, a captain of the navy, vfho shall have the general care 
and superintendence of the same ; and shall perform the duties of 
agent (6) to the navy department, and shall be entitled to receive,- 
for his services, the pay and emoluments of a captain commanding 
a squadron on separate service. And the President of the United 
States is hereby further authorized to attach permanently, to the 
said navy yard and vessels, one other commissioned officer of the 
navy, who shall receive for his services the pay and emoluments of 
a captain commanding a twenty gun ship, one surgeon and one 
surgeon's mate of the navy, who shall be severally allowed for 
their services the same pay, rations, and emoluments, as are allowed 
to a surgeon, and to a surgeon's mate, in the army of the United 
States ; one sailing-master, one head carpenter, one plumber, one 
head block-maker, one head cooper, two boatswains, two gunners, 
one sailmaker, one- storekeeper, one purser, one clerk of the yard, 
and, also, such seamen and marines as, in the opinion of the Pres- 
ident, shall be deemed necessary: provided, that the number of 
seamen or marines shall not at any time be greater than what is at 
present auth(5rized by the act to which this is a supplement. 

Sec. 2. That that part of the act to which this is a supplement, 
which attaches to each frigate, laid up in ordinary, one sailing- 
master, one boatswain, one gunner, one carpenter, and one cook, 
one sergeant or corporal of marines, and eight marines, and to the 
large frigates twelve, and to the small frigates ten seamen, and 
which declares that the sailing-master shall have the care of the 
ship, and shall execute such duties of a purser as may be neces- 
sary, shall be, and hereby is, repealed. 

[Approved, March 27, 1804.] 

(a) Chap. 20, 3 Mar. 1801, ante, p. 145. 

(5) So much of this act as directs that the commandant of the navy yard at 
"Washington shall also perform the duties of agent, repealed 10 July, 1832, 
chap. 187. 
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Chapter 29.— Approved, Marcli 2, 1805.— Vol. 2, p. 330. 

An Act to appropriate a sum of money for the purpose of building gun boats. 

That the sum of sixty thousand dollars be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of enabling the Pres- 
ident to cause to be built a number of gun boats, not exceeding 
twenty-five, for the better protection of the ports and harbors of 
the United States. 



Chapter 30.— Approved, Marcli 2, 1805.— Vol. 2, p. 330. 

An Act to authorize the erection of a bridge across a mill-pond and marsh 
in the navy yard, belonging to the United States, in the town of Brooklyn, 
in the State of New York. 

That the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, 
authorized, by a proper instrument in writing under his hand, in 
due form, to grant to such person or persons, or body corporate, 
by their proper name of incorporation, as shall be authorized, by 
an act of the Legislature of the State of New York, to open and 
improve a road from Brooklyn ferry, in that State, along the shore 
of the Wallaboght, to Bushwick, to erect a bridge across the mill- 
pond and marsh, being part of the navy yard belonging to the 
United States, in the said town of Brooklyn, and to maintain such 
bridge under such restrictions, and on such conditions, as he shall 
prescribe: provided, nevertheless, that if, at any future time, it 
shall appear to the President of the United States that the pro- 
perty of the United States is injured by such bridge, he may 
revoke the permission granted by him for erecting the same. And 
provided, also, That no toll shall be demanded, at any time, for 
any article, the property of the United States, which may be con- 
veyed to or for their use, over or across the said bridge, or from 
any person or persons employed in the said navy yard, who may 
pass or repass on the said bridge. 



Eesolution 1.— Approved, Nov. 27, 1804.— Vol. 2, p. 346. 

Resolution expressive of the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct of 
Captain Stephen Decatur, the officers and crew, of the United States' 
ketch Intrepid, in attacking, in the harbor of Tripoli, and destroying, a 
Tripolitan frigate of forty four guns. 

That the President of the United States be requested to pre- 
sent, in the name of Congress, to Captain Stephen Decatur, a 



Eighth Congress, Second Session. 155 



sword, and to each of the officers and crew of the United States' 
ketch Intrepid, two months' pay, as a testimony of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of the gallantry, good conduct, and ser- 
vices of Captain Decatur, the officers and crew, of the said ketch, 
in attacking, in the harbor of Tripoli, and destroying, a Tripolitan 
frigate of forty-four guns. 

\_Approved, November 27, 1804.] 



Eesolution 2. — Approved, MarcH 3, 1805. — Vol. 2, p. 346. 

Resolutions expressive of the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct of 
Commodore Edward Preble, the officers, seamen, and marines of his 
squadron. 

That the thanks of Congress be, and the same are hereby, pre- 
sented to Commodore Edward Preble, and through him to the 
officers, seamen, and marines, attached to the squadron under his 
command, for their gallantry and good conduct displayed in the 
several attacks on the town, batteries, and naval force of Tripoli, 
in the year 1804. 

That the President of the United States be requested to cause 
a gold medal to be struck, emblematical of the attacks on the 
town, batteries, and naval force of Tripoli, by the squadron under 
Commodore Preble's command, and to present it to Commodore 
Preble in such a manner as, in his opinion, will be most honorable 
to him: and that the President be further requested to cause a 
sword to be presented to each of the commissioned officers and 
midshipmen who have distinguished themselves in the several 
attacks. 

That one months' pay be allowed, exclusively of the common 
allowance, to all the petty officers, seamen, and marines, of the 
squadron, who so gloriously supported the honor of the American 
flag, under the orders of their gallant commander, in the several 
attacks. 

That the President of the United States be also requested to 
communicate to the parents, or other near relatives, of Captain 
Richard Somers, Lieutenants Henry Wadsworth, James Decatur, 
James R. Caldwell, Joseph Israel, and Midshipman John Sword 
Dorsey, the deep regret which Congress feel for the loss of those 
gallant men, whose names ought to live in the recollection and 
affections of a grateful country, and whose conduct ought to be 
regarded as an e:jfample to future generations. 
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Chapter 35.— Approyed, April 21, 1806.— Vol. 2, p. 390. 

An Act in additibn to an act, intituled "An act supplementary to the act 
providing for a naval peace establishment, and for other purposes." 

2. President to keep in actual service, in time of peace, as many frigates as he 
may ttiink proper. Rest to be laid up. 3. Armed vessels to be oflScered 
and armed as the President chooses. Proviso. 

Sec. 1. That the second and fourth sections of "An act 
(a) providing for a naval peace establishment, and for other pur- 
poses," be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to keep in actual service, in time 
of peace, so many of the frigates and other public armed 
vessels of the United States, as, in his judgment, the nature 
of the service may require, and to cause the residue thereof 
to be laid up in ordinary in convenient ports. 

Sec. 3. That the public armed vessels of the United 
States, in actual service, in time of peace, shall be officered 
and manned as the President of the United States shall 
direct; (5) provided, that the officers shall not exceed the 
following numbers and grades, that is to say: thirteen cap- 
tains, nine masters commandant, seventy-two lieutenants, 
and one hundred and fifty midshipmen ; hut the said officers 
shall receive no more than half their monthly pay, during the 
time when they shall not be under orders for actual service ; (c) 
and provided, further, that the whole number of able seamen, 
ordinary seamen and boys, shall not exceed nine hundred 
and twenty-five, {d) but the President may appoint, for the 
vessels in actual service, so many surgeons, surgeons' mates, 
sailing masters, chaplains, pursers, boatswains, gunners, 
sailmakers, and carpenters, as may, in his opinion, be neces- 
sary and proper. 

(a) 3 Mar. 1801, chap. 20, ante, p. 145. 

(b) This seems to repeal, at least in time of peace, the first sec. of the 25 Feb. 
1799, chap. 10, vol. i, p. 618. ' 

(c) Supplied by 3 Mar. 1835, chap. 27. 

(d) President authorized, 3 Mar. 1807, to employ 600 additional seamen, etc. 
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Chapter 47.— Approved, April 21, 1806.— Vol. 2, p. 402. 

Ati Act for fortifying the ports and harbors of the United States, and for 
building gun boats. 

Sec. 2. That a sum of money, not exceeding two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, in addition to the sums heretofore appro- 
priated, shall be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to enable 
the President of the United States to cause to be built and com- 
pleted, a number of gun boats, not exceeding fifty, for the protec- 
tion of the harbors, coasts, and commerce of the United States; 
and the President is hereby authorized to officer, man, and equip, 
any part, or all, of said gun boats, when he shall' judge the same 
expedient, for the purposes aforesaid; and a sum, not exceeding 
twenty thousand dollars, is hereby appropriated to defray any 
expense which maybe incurred by officering, manning, and equip- 
ping, gun boats, as aforesaid. 

Sec. 3. That tlie President of tlie United States may di- 
rect any of the armed vessels of the United States to be 
sold, whenever he shall be of opinion that the said vessel 
is so much out of repair that it will not be for the interest 
of the United States to repair the same. 

Sec. 4. That the several sums of money hereby appropriated, 
shall be paid out of any money in the treasury of the United 
States, not otherwise appropriated. 



Eesolution 1. — Approved, April 10, 1806. — Vol. 2, p. 410. 

Resolution respecting N. C. Nissen, Danish consul at Tripoli. 

That the President of the United States be requested to cause 
to be made known to Nicholas C. Nissen, esquire, his Danish 
majesty's consul residing at Tripoli, the high sense entertained by 
Congress of his disinterested and benevolent attentions manifested 
to Captain Bainbridge, his officers, and crew, during the time of 
their captivity in Tripoli. 
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Chapter 8. — Approved, February 10, 1807.— Vol. 2, p. 413. 

An Act to provide for surveying the coasts of the United States, (a) 

1. President authorized to cause a survey of coast of tlie United States to be 
made, and an accurate chart to be prepared. 2. President also authorized 
to cause examinations to be made with respect to St. George's banls. 3. 
President authorized to cause proper persons to be employed, and such of 
the public vessels as may be wanted, i. $50,000 appropriated. 

Sec. 1. That the President of tha United States shall be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and requested, to cause a 
survey to be taken of the coasts of the United States, in 
which shall be designated the islands and shoals, with the 
roads or places of anchorage, within twenty leagues of any 
part of shores of the United States; and also the respective 
courses and distances between the principal capes, or head- 
lands, together with such other matters as he may deem 
proper for {b) completing an accurate chart of every part of 
the coasts within the extent aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States to cause such examinations and observations 
to be made, with respect to St. George's bank, and any other 
bank or shoal, and the soundings and currents beyond the 
distance aforesaid, to the Gulf stream, as in his opinion may 
be especially subservient to the commercial interests of the 
United States. 

Sec. 3. That the President of the United States shall be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and requested, for any of the 
purposes aforesaid, to cause proper (c) and intelligent persons to 
he employed, and also such of the public vessels in actual ser- 
vice as he may judge expedient, and to give such instruc- 
tions for regulating their conduct as to him may appear 
proper, according to the tenor of this act. 

(a) Repealed, in part, 14 Apr. 1818, and revived by the act of 10 July, 1832. 

(6) To use all maps, charts, Ac, books and instruments, 10 July, 1832, chap. 
191, sec. 2. 

(c) Words in Halics repealed and selection confined to army and navy, by 14 
Apr. 1S18, chap. 68, sec. 1; and to ofiReers of the army and navy as far as prac- 
ticable, by 17 June, 1844, chap. 37; and see 31 Aug. 1862, chap. 108, and 3 Mar. 
1853, chaps. 97 and 98. 
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Sec. 4. That, for carrying this act into effect, there shall 
be, and hereby is, appropriated, a sum not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars, to be paid out of any moneys in the trea- 
sury not otherwise appropriated. 

l^Approved, February 10, 180T.J. 



Chapter 22.— Approved, March 2, 1807.— Yol. 2, p. 426. 

An Act to prohibit the importation of slaves into any port or place within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the first day of Janu- 
ary, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight, [a) 

7. Vessels, having slaves on board, may be seized, prosecuted, and condemned. 
Naval force of the United States may be employed for that purpose. 
Commanders to seize and bring into port, all vessels contravening pro- 
visions of this act. Captains of such vessels, if convicted, to be fined and 
imprisoned. Proceeds of vessels and effects, to be divided between United 
States and the ofiBeers and men. Every negro to be kept safe, and de- 
livered to persons appointed by the States to receive them. If no person 
appointed to receive, negroes to be delivered to overseers of the poor. 
Account to be transmitted to governor. 8. Slaves not to be transported in 
vessels under 40 tons burthen, to be disposed of. Penalties. Proviso. 9. 
Vessels of larger burthen, sailing coastwise, to have the names of the 
slaves for sale inserted in their papers. Collector to certify manifest. 
Penalties for not having manifests. Vessels to be forfeited to the United 
States, and captain to forfeit $1,000 for each negro. 10. Manifests to be 
delivered to officers of customs where such slaves carried coastwise are 
landed. Permit for unlading to be granted. Penalty for neglecting to 
deliver manifest, or landing negro. 

Seo 1. That, from and after the first day of January, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eight, it shall not be lawful to import, or 
bring into the United States, or the territories thereof, from any 
foreign kingdom, place, or country, any negro, mulatto, or person 
of color, with intent to hold, sell, or dispose of, such negro, mu- 
latto, or person of color, as a slave, or to be held to service or 
labor. 

Seo. 2. That no citizen or citizens of the United States, or any 
other person, shall, from and after the first day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight, for him- 
self, or themselves, or any other persons whatsoever, either as 
master, factor, or owner, build, fit, equip, load, or otherwise pre- 
pare, any ship or vessel, in any port or place within the jurisdiction 

(o) See act 3 Mar. 1819, in addition hereto. 
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of 'the United States, nor shall cause any ship or vessel to sail 
from any port or place within the same, for the purpose of procur- 
ing any negro, mulatto, or person of color, from any foreign king- 
dom, place, or country, to be transported to any port or place 
whatsoever, within the jurisdiction of the United States, to be 
held, sold, or disposed of, as slaves, or to be held to service or 
labor : and if any ship or vessel shall be so fitted out for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, or shall be caused to sail so as aforesaid, every 
such ship or vessel, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall be 
forfeited to the United States, and shall be liable to be seized, 
prosecuted, and condemned, in any of the circuit courts, or district 
courts, for the district where the said ship or vessel may be found 
or seized. 

Sec. 3. That all and every person so building, fitting out, 
equipping, loading, or otherwise preparing, or sending away, any 
ship or vessel, knowing or intending that the same shall be em- 
ployed in such trade or business, from and after the first day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and eight, contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of this act, or any ways aiding or abetting 
therein, shall severally forfeit and pay twenty thousand dollars, 
one moiety thereof to the use of the United States, and the other 
moiety to the use of any person or persons who shall sue for, and 
prosecute the same to effect. 

Sec. 4. If any citizen or citizens of the United States, or any 
person resident within the jurisdiction of the same, shall, from and 
after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, take on board, receive, or transport, from any of the coasts 
or kingdoms of Africa, or from any other foreign kingdom, place, 
or country, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, in any ship or 
vessel, for the purpose of selling them in any port or place within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, as slaves, or to be held to 
service or labor, or shall be, in any ways, aiding or abetting 
therein, such citizen or citizens, or person, shall severally forfeit 
and pay five thousand dollars, one moiety thereof to the use of any 
person or persons who shall sue for, and prosecute the same to 
effect ; and every such ship or vessel, in which such negro, mu- 
latto, or person of color, shall have been taken on board, received, 
or transported as aforesaid, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the goods and effects which shall be found on board the same, shall 
be forfeited to the United States, and shall be liable to be seized, 
prosecuted, and condemned, in any of the circuit courts, or district 
courts in the district where the said ship or vessel may be found 
or seized. And neither the importer, nor any person or persons 
claiming from or under him, shall hold any right or title whatso- 
ever to any negro, mulatto, or person of color, nor to the service 
or labor thereof, who may be imported or brought within the 
United States, or territories thereof, in violation of this law, but 
the same shall remain subject to any regulations, not contravening 
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the provisions of this act, which the Legislatures of the several 
States or territories, at any time hereafter, may make, for dispos- 
ing of any such negro, mulatto, or person of color. 

Sec. 5. That, if any citizen or citizens of the United States, or 
any other person resident within the jurisdiction of the same, shall, 
from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eight, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this 
act, take on board any ship or vessel, from any of the coasts or 
kingdoms of Africa, or from atiy other foreign kingdom, place, or 
country, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, with the intent to 
sell him, her, or them, for a slave, or slaves, or to be held to ser- 
vice or labor, and shall transport the same to any port or place 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, and there sell such 
negro, mulatto, or person of color, so transported as aforesaid, for 
a slave, or to be held to service or labor, every such offender shall 
be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and being thereof con- 
victed, before any court having competent jurisdiction, shall suffer 
imprisonment for not more than ten years, nor less than five years, 
and be fined not exceeding ten thousand dollars, nor less than one 
thousand dollars. 

Sec. 6. That, if any person, or persons, whatsoever, shall, from 
and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and eight, purchase or sell any negro, mulatto, or person of color, 
for a slave, or to be held to service or labor, who shall have been 
imported, or brought from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, 
or from the dominions of any foreign state, immediately adjoining 
to the United States, into any port or place within the jurisdiction 
of the United States, after the last day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and seven, knowing, at the time of such purchase 
or sale, such negro, mulatto, or person of color, was so brought 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, as aforesaid, such 
purchaser and seller shall severally forfeit and pay, for every negro, 
mulatto, or person of color, so purchased or sold as aforesaid, 
eight hundred dollars ; one moiety thereof to the United States, 
and the other moiety to the use of any person or persons who shall 
sue for, and prosecute the same to effect : provided, that the afore- 
said forfeiture shall not extend to the seller or purchaser of any 
negro, mulatto, or person of color, who may be sold or disposed 
of in virtue of any regulation which may hereafter be made by any 
of the Legislatures of the several States in that respect, in pursu- 
ance of this act, and the Constitution of the United States, (a) 

Sec. 7. That if any ship or vessel shall be found, from 
and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eight, in any river, port, bay, or harbor, or on the 
high seas, within the jurisdictional limits of the United 

(a) Sees. 1, 2, 3, i, 5 and 6, axe repealed by 20 Apr. 1818, chap. 91, eeo. 10. 
11 
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States, or hovering on the coast thereof, having on board 
anj negro, mulatto, or person of color, for the purpose of 
selling them as slaves, or with intent to land the same, in 
any port, or place, -within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, contrary to the prohibition of this act, every such 
ship or vessel, together with her tackle, apparel, and furni- 
ture, and the goods or effects which shall be found on board 
the same, shall be forfeited to the use of the United States, 
and may be seized, prosecuted, (a) and condemned, in any 
court of the United States, having jurisdiction thereof. 
And it shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States, and he is hereby authorized, should he deem it ex- 
pedient, to cause any of the armed vessels of the United 
States to be manned and employed to cruise on any part of 
the coast of the United States, or territories thereof, where 
he may judge attempts will be made to violate the pro- 
visions of this act, and to instruct and direct the command- 
ers of armed vessels of the United States, to seize, take, 
and bring into any port of the United States, all such ships 
or vessels, and moreover to seize, take, and bring into any 
port of the United States, all ships or vessels of the United 
States, wheresoever found on the high seas, contravening 
the provisions of this act, to be proceeded against according 
to law, and the captain, master, or commander, of every 
such ship or vessel so found and seized as aforesaid, shall 
be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be liable 
to be prosecuted before any court of the 'United States, 
having jurisdiction thereof; and being thereof convicted, 
shall be -fined not exceeding ten thousand dollars, and be 
imprisoned not less than two years, and not exceeding four 
years. And the proceeds of all ships and vessels, their 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods and effects on 
board of them, which shall be so seized, prosecuted, and 
condemned, shall be divided equally between the United 
States and the officers and men who shall make such 
seizure, take, or bring the same into port, for condemnation, 

(o) By any one: 10 Wheaton, 328-9. 
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wlietlier sucli seizure be made by an armed vessel of the 
United States, or revenue cutters thereof, and the same 
shall be distributed in like manner, as is provided by law, 
for the distribution of prizes taken from an enemy: pro- 
vided, that the officers and men, (a) to be entitled to one-half 
of the proceeds aforesaid, shall safe keep every negro, mu- 
latto, or person of color, found on board of any ship or 
vessel so by them seized, taken, or brought into port, for 
condemnation, and shall deliver every such negro, mulatto, 
or person of color, to such person or persons as shall be 
appointed (6) by the respective States, to receive the same; 
and if no such person, or persons, shall be appointed by 
the respective States, they shall deliver every such negro, 
mulatto, or person of color, to the overseers of the poor of 
the port or place "where such ship or vessel may be brought 
or found, and shall immediately transmit to the governor 
or chief magistrate of the State, an account of their pro- 
ceedings, together with the number of such negroes, mu- 
lattoes, or persons of color, and a descriptive list of the 
same, that he may give directions respecting such negroes^ 
mulattoes, or persons of color. 

Sec. 8. That no captain, master, or commander of any 
ship, or vessel, of less burthen than forty tons, (e) shall, 
from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, take on board, and transport, any negrOj 
mulatto, or person of color, to any port or place whatso- 
ever, for the purpose of selling or disposing of the same as 
a slave, or with intent that the same may be sold or disposed 
of, to be held to service, or labor, on penalty of forfeiting- 
for every such negro, mulatto, or person of color, so taken 
on board and transported, as aforesaid, the sum of eight 
hundred dollars: one moiety thereof to the use of the United 
States, and the other moiety to any person, or persons, who- 

(a) But not to reTenue boats of the collectors: 10 Wheaton, 320-1. 

(6) The act of the legislature of Louisiana required the sheriff to receire, 
and after the decree of the U. S. Court, to sell the negroes : 3 Peters, 65. 

(c) The omission to charge in the libel that the vessel was of 40 tons or more,. 
Is fatal: 8 Wheaton, 380-388, the Mary Anne. 
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shall sue for, and prosecute the same to effect: provided, 
however, That nothing in this section shall extend to pro- 
hibit the taking on board, or transporting, on any river, or 
inland bay of the sea, within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, (not imported 
contrary to the provisions of this act,) in any vessel or 
species of craft whatever. 

Sec. 9. That the captain, master, or commander, of any 
ship or vessel of the burthen of forty tons or more, from 
and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eight, sailing coastwise, from any port in the 
United States, to any port or place within the jurisdiction 
of the same, having on board any negro, mulatto, or person 
of color, for the purpose of transporting them to be sold or 
disposed of as slaves, or to be held to service or labor, shall, 
previous to the departure of such ship or vessel, make out 
and subscribe duplicate manifests of every such negro, 
mulatto, or person of color, on board such ship or vessel, 
therein specifying the name and sex of each person, their 
age and stature, as near as may be, and the class to which 
they respectively belong, whether negro, mulatto, or person 
of color, with the name and place of residence of every 
owner or shipper of the same, and shall deliver such mani- 
fests to the collector of the port, (a) if there be one, other- 
wise to the surveyor, before whom the captain, master, or 
commander, together with the owner, or shipper, shall 
severally swear or affirm, to the best of their knowledge 
and belief, that the persons therein specified were not im- 
ported, or brought into the United States, from and after 
the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, and that, under the laws of the State, they are held 
to service or labor; and whereupon the said collector or 
surveyor shall certify the same on the said manifests, one 
of which he shall return to the said captain, master, or 

(a) The omission to state in the libel the particular collector, is fatal, saying 
"without previously delivering the manifests to the collectors or surveyors of 
Kew York and Perth Amboy," is not agreeably to the act: 8 Wheaton, 380-386, 
the Mary Anne. 
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commander witli a permit, specifying thereon,, tlie number, 
names, and general description, of such persons, and author- 
izing him to proceed to the port of his destination. And 
if any ship or (a) vessel, being laden and destined as afore- 
said, shall depart from the port "where she may then be, 
"without the captain, master, or commander, having first 
made out and subscribed duplicate manifests, of every ne- 
gro, mulatto, and person of color, on board such ship or 
vessel, as aforesaid, and "without having previously delivered 
the same to the said collector or surveyor, and obtained a 
permit, in manner as herein required, or shall, previous to 
her arrival at the port of her destination, take on board any 
negro, mulatto, or person of color, other than those specified 
in the manifests, as aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, 
together "with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall be 
forfeited to the use of the United States, and may be seized, 
prosecuted, and condemned, in any court of the United 
States, having jurisdiction thereof; and the captain, master, 
or, commander, of every such ship or vessel, shall moreover 
forfeit, for every such negro, mulatto, or person of color, so 
transported, or taken on board, contrary to the provisions 
of this act, the sum of one thousand dollars, one moiety 
thereof to the United States, and the other moiety to the 
use of any person or persons "who shall sue for, and prose- 
cute the same to effect. 

Sec. 10. That the captain, master, or commander, of every 
ship or vessel, of the burthen of forty tons or more, from 
and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eight, sailing coast-wise, and having on board any 
negro, mulatto, or person of color, to sell, or dispose of as 
slaves, or to be held to service or labor, and arriving in any 
port "within the jurisdiction of the United States, from any 
other port "within the same, shall, previous to the unlading 
or putting on shore any of the persons aforesaid, or suffer- 
ing them to go on shore, deliver to the collector, if there be 
one, or, if not, to the surveyor, residing at the port of her 

(a) That is such ship; viz: of 40 tons or more: 8 "Wheaton, 380, 387, 388. 
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arrival, the manifest certified by tlie collector or surveyor 
of the port from whence she sailed, as is hereinbefore 
directed, to the truth of which, before such officer, he shall 
swear, or affirm; and if the collector or surveyor shall be 
satisfied therewith, he shall thereupon grant a permit for 
unlading or suffering such negro, mulatto, or person of 
color, to be put on shore, and if the captain, master, or 
commander, of any such ship or vessel being laden as afore- 
said, shall neglect or refuse to deliver the manifest at the 
time and in the manner herein directed, or shall land or put 
on shore any negro, mulatto, or person of color, for the 
purpose aforesaid, before he shall have delivered his mani- 
fest as aforesaid, and obtained a permit for that purpose, 
every such captain, master, or commander, shall forfeit and 
pay ten thousand dollars, one moiety thereof to the United 
States, the other moiety to the use of any person or persons 
who shall sue for and prosecute the same to effect. 
[^Approved, March 2, 1801. J 



Chapter 39.— Approved, March 3, 1807.— Yol. 2, p. 443. 

An Act authorizing the employment of the land and naval forces of the 
United States, in cases of insurrections. 

That in all cases of insurrection, or obstruction to the 
laws, either of the United States, or of any individual State 
or territory, where it is lawful for the President of the 
United States to call forth the militia, for the purpose of 
suppressing such insurrection, or of causing the laws to be 
duly executed, it shall be lawful for him to employ, for the 
same purposes, such part of the land or naval force of the 
United States, as shall be judged necessary, having first 
observed all the pre-requisites of the law in that respect.(a) 

(a) See act 28 Feb. 1795, chap. 30. 
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Chapteb 40.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1807.— Vol. 2, p. 443. 

An Act in addition to an act, intituled "An act in addition to an act, inti- 
tuled 'An act sxipplementary to the act providing for a naval peace 
establishment, and for other purposes.' " 

That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized, in addition to the present naval peace establishment, 
to employ a number of able seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys, 
not exceeding five hundred, should the exigency of the public ser- 
vice require the same. 



Chapter 4.— Approved, Dec'r 18, 1807.— Vol. 2, p. 451. 

An Act to appropriate money for the providing of an additional numier of 

gun boats. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and he 
hereby is, authorized and empowered to cause to be built, or pur- 
chased, armed and equipped, a number not exceeding one hundred 
and eighty-eight gun boats, for the better protection of the ports 
and harbors of the United States, and for such other purposes as, 
in his opinion, the public service may require. 

Sec. 2. That a sum not exceeding eight hundred and fifty-two 
thousand five hundred dollars, be, and hereby is, appropriated, for 
this purpose, out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 



Chapter 35.— Approved, Marcli 13, 1808.— Vol. 2, p. 476. 

An Act remitting the duties payable on the importation of a monument to 
be erected in mem,ory of the officers of the United States navy, who fell 
during the attack made on the city of Tripoli, in the year 07ie thousand 
eight hundred and four. 

That the duties payable, according to law, on the importation 
of a monument imported in the frigate Constitution, from Italy, 
on account of the officers of the United States navy, be, and they 
are hereby, remitted, (a) 

(a) See 2 Mar. 1831, chap. 67, and 14 July, 1832, ehap. 222. 
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Chapter 48.— Approved, April 21, 1808.— Vol. 2, p. 484. 

An Act (a) concerning public contracts. 

1. No member of Congress to have any public contract, under the authority 
of the United States. Penalty. Fine $3,000. Contract void. Proviso. 
Money advanced to be repaid. Persons refusing, with sureties, to be 
prosecuted. 2. Provisions of this act not to extend to incorporated com- 
panies, or to bills of exchange negotiated by members of Congress. 3. 
Members of Congress to be excepted by particular clauses from participa- 
tion in public contracts. 4. Penalties upon officers making public con- 
tracts with members of Congress. Fine $3,000. 5. Secretary of the 
treasury, Ac, to make to Congress, annual statements of contracts made 
by their departments. 

Sec. 1. That, from and after tlie passage of this act, no 
member of Congress shall, directly or indirectly, himself, or 
by any other person whatsoever, in trust for him, or for his 
use or benefit, or on his account, undertake, execute, hold 
or enjoy, in the whole or in part, any contract or agreement 
hereafter to be made or entered into with any officer of the 
United States, in their behalf, or with any person authorized 
to make contracts on the part of the United States ; and if 
any member of Congress shall, directly or indirectly, him- 
self, or by any other person whatsoever, in trust for him, or 
for his use or benefit, or on his account, enter into, accept 
of, agree for, undertake, or execute, any such contract or 
agreement, in the whole, or in part, every member so 
ofi'ending, shall, for every such offence, upon conviction 
thereof, before any court of the United States, or of the 
territories thereof, having cognizance of such offence, be 
adjudged guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined 
three thousand dollars ; and every such contract or agree- 
ment as aforesaid shall, moreover, be absolutely void and of 
no effect : provided, nevertheless, that in all cases where any 
sum or sums of money shall have been advanced on the 
part of the United States, in consideration of any such 
contract or agreement, the same shall be forthwith repaid ; 
and in case of refusal or delay to repay the same, when 
demanded, by the proper officer of the department under 
whose authority such contract or agreement shall have been 

(a) This act not to be disturbed by the general repealing clause of the Post 
OiBce act of 3 Mar. 1825, chap. 64, sec. 46, vol. iv, p. 114. 
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made or entered into, every person so refusing or delaying, 
together with his surety or sureties, shall be forthwith pro- 
secuted at law for the recovery of any such sum or sums of 
money advanced as aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. That nothing herein contained shall extend, or he 
construed to extend, to any contract or agreement, made or 
entered into, or accepted, by any incorporated company, 
where such contract or agreement shall be made for the 
general benefit of such incorporation or company ; nor to 
the purchase or sale of bills of exchange or other property 
by any member of Congress, where the same shall be ready 
for delivery, and for which payment shall be made at the 
time of making or entering into the contract or agreement. 

Sec. 3. That in every such contract or agreement to be 
made, or entered into, or accepted as aforesaid, there shall 
be inserted an express condition that no member of Con- 
gress shall be admitted to any share or part of such contract 
or agreement, or to any benefit to arise thereupon. 

Sec. 4. That if any officer of the United States, on behalf 
of the United States, shall directly or indirectly make or 
enter into any contract, bargain, or agreement, in writing 
or otherwise, other than such as are herein excepted, with 
any member of Congress, such officer so offending; on con- 
viction thereof before any court having jurisdiction thereof, 
shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of a high misde- 
meanor, and be fined in a sum of three thousand dollars. 

Sec. 5. That, from and after the passing of this act, it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, Secre- 
tary of War, Secretary of the Navy, and the Postmaster 
General, annually to lay before Congress, a statement of all 
the contracts which have been made in their respective de- 
partments, during the year preceding such report, exhibit- 
ing in such statement the name of the contractor, the article 
or thing contracted for, the place where the article was to 
be delivered, or the thing performed, the sum to be paid 
for its performance or delivery, the date and duration of 
the contract. 

[^Approved, April 21, 1808.] 
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Chapter 11.— Approved, Jan'y 31, 1809.— Vol. 2, p. 514. 

-471 Act authorizing the employment of an additional naval force. 

Sec. 1. That, in addition to the frigates now employed in actual 
service, there be fitted out, ofiicered and manned, as soon as may 
be, the four following frigates, to wit: the United States, Essex, 
John Adams, and President: and, moreover, the President of the 
United States is hereby authorized and empowered to equip, man, 
and employ in actual service, so many of the public armed vessels, 
now laid up in ordinary, and gun boats, as, in his judgment, the 
public service may require ; and to cause the frigates, and other 
armed vessels, when prepared for actual service, respectively, to be 
stationed at such ports and places on the seacoast as he may deem 
most expedient, or to cruise on any part of the coast {a^ of the 
United States, or the territories thereof. 

Sec. 2. That, for the purpose of carrying the foregoing pro- 
vision into immediate effect, the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and empowered, in addition to 
the number of petty oflcers, able seamen, ordinary seamen, and 
boys, at present authorized by law, to appoint, and cause to be 
engaged and employed, as soon as may be, three hundred midship- 
men, three thousand six hundred able seamen, ordinary seamen, 
and boys, who shall be engaged to serve for a period not exceed- 
ing two years ; (6) but the President may discharge the same 
sooner, if, in his judgment, their service may be dispensed with. 
And to satisfy the necessary expenditures to be incurred therein, 
a sum, not exceeding four hundred thousand dollars, be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated, and shall be paid out of any moneys 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 



Chapter 28.— Approved, March 3, 1809.— Vol. 2, p. 535. 

An Act further to amend the several acts (c) for the establishment and 
regulation of the Treasury, War and Navy departments. 

1. Warrants charged to appropriations. Payments charged to appropriations. 
Separate accounts reported to Congress. The President in the recess may 
order appropriation for one, to be applied to another branch of expendi- 
ture, and laid before Congress. 2. Comptroller to settle accounts. Annual 
statement of delinquencies to Congress by him. 3. No special agents for 

(a) Repealed 28 June, 1809, chap. 11. 

(6) Amended 15 May, 1820, chap. 132, so as to authorize the enlistment 
during the continuance of the service or cruise, not to exceed three years, 
(c) See the end of this act for list of acts on the subject of this chapter. 
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purchases and contracts. Appointments during the recess of agents, 
number and compensation of. Not over one per cent. 4. Bonds of. To 
deposit public money in banks. 6. Purchases for supplies, how made. 
Annual statement of, made to Congress. 

Sec. 1. That all warrants drawn by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, or of War, or of the Navy, upon the Treasurer of 
the United States, shall specify the particular appropriation 
or appropriations to which the same should be charged : the 
moneys paid by virtue of such warrants shall, in conformity 
therewith, be charged to such appropriation or appropria- 
tions, in the books kept in the office of the comptroller of 
the treasury, in the case of warrants drawn by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and" in the books of the accountants of the 
war or navy department respectively, in the case of warrants 
drawn by the Secretary of "War, or by the Secretary of the 
Navy; and the officers, agents, or other persons, who may 
be receivers of public moneys, shall render distinct accounts 
of the application of such moneys according to the appro- 
priation or appropriations under which the same shall have 
been drawn, and the Secretary of War and of the Navy 
shall, on the first day of January, in each and every year, 
severally report to Congress a distinct account of the ex- 
penditure and application of all such sums of money as 
may, prior to the thirtieth day of September preceding, 
have been by them respectively drawn from the treasury in 
virtue of the appropriation law of the preceding year, and 
the sums appropriated by law for each branch of expendi- 
ture in the several departments shall be solely applied to 
the objects for which they are respectively appropriated, 
and to no other: Provided nevertheless, that during the recess 
of Congress, the President of the United States may, (a) 

(a) But appropriations for one year not to be transferred in another year to 
a different branch of expenditure by the 1 May, 1820, chap. 62, sec. 4. 

The power of transfer of appropriations, is repealed as to the navy depart- 
ment, by the 31 Aug. 1842, chap. 286, sec. 11, and by the 31 Aug. 1852, chap. 
109, sec. 2. 

And see, for transfers after two years, to the Surplus Fund, the 31 Aug. 
1852, chap. 108, sec. 10. 
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and he is hereby authorized, on the application of the secre- 
tary of the proper department, and not otherwise, to direct, 
if in his opinion necessary for the public service, that a 
portion of the moneys appropriated for a particular branch 
of expenditure in that department, be applied to another (a) 
branch of expenditure in the same department, in which 
case a special account of the moneys thus transferred, and 
of their application, shall be laid before Congress during 
the first week of their next ensuing session. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the comptroller of the 
treasury, in every case where in his opinion further delays 
would be injurious to the United States, and he is hereby 
authorized to direct the auditor of the treasury, and the 
accountants of the war and navy departments, at any. time, 
forthwith to audit and settle any particular account which 
the said officers may be respectively authorized to audit 
and settle, and to report such settlement for his revision 
and final decision. And the said comptroller shall also lay 
an annual statement before Congress, during the first week 
of their session, of the accounts in the treasury, war or 
navy departments, which may have remained more than 
three years unsettled, or on which balances appear to have 
been due more than three years, prior to the thirtieth of 
September then last past, together with a statement of the 
causes which have prevented the settlement of the accounts 
or the recovery of the balances due to the United States. 

Sec. 3. That exclusively of the purveyor (b) of public sup- 
plies, paymasters of the army, pursers of the navy, military 
agents (c) and other officers already authorized by law, no 
other permanent agents shall be appointed either for the 
purpose of making contracts, or for the purchase of sup- 
plies, or for the disbursement in any other manner, of 
moneys for the use of the military establishment, or of the 

(a) Except as set forth in the 3 Mar. 1817, chap. 96, or the 1 Mar. 1820, chap. 
52, sec. 4, and see 1 May, 1820, chap. 52, sec. 4, and the 6 Apr. 1838, chap. 54, 
sec. 1. 

(6) This office of purveyor is abolished by the 28 Mar. 1812, ehap. 46, sec. 9. 

(c) This office of military agents was abolished by the 28 Mar. 1812, ehap. 
46, sec. 18. 
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navy of the United States, but sucli as shall be appointed 
by the President of the United States, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate: Provided, that the President may, 
and he is hereby authorized, in the recess of the Senate, to 
appoint all or any of such agents, which appointments shall 
be submitted to the Senate at their next session, for their 
advice and consent, and the President of the United States 
is hereby authorized, until otherwise provided by law, to 
fix the number and compensations of such agents : Provided, 
that the compensation allowed to either shall not exceed 
one per centum on the public moneys disbursed by him, 
nor in any instance the compensation allowed hy law to the pur- 
veyor [a) of public supplies. 

Sec. 4. That, every such agent as may be appointed by 
virtue of the next preceding section, and every purser of 
the navy, shall give bond with one or more suiEcient sure- 
ties, in such sums as the President of the United States may 
direct, for the faithful discharge of the trust reposed in him; 
and the paymaster of the army, the military agents, the 
purveyor of public supplies, the pursers of the navy, and 
the agents appointed by virtue of the preceding section, 
shall, whenever practicable, keep the public moneys in their 
hands, in some incorporated bank, (b) to be designated for the 
purpose by the President of the United States, and shall make 
monthly returns in such form as may be prescribed by the 
treasury department, of the moneys received and expended 
during the preceding month, and of the unexpected balance 
in their hands. 

Sec. 5. (c) That all purchases and contracts for supplies 
or services which are, or may, according to law, be made 
by or under the direction of either the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Secretary of "War, or the Secretary of the 
Navy, shall be made either by open purchase, or by pre- 
viously advertising for proposals respecting the same : And 
an annual statement of all such contracts and purchases, 

(a) See note c on preceding page. 

(b) See sub-treasury act, 6 Aug. 1846, chap. 90, as to deposit of public moneys. 

(c) How far does this act abrogate the 16 July, 1798, chap. 85? 
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and also of the expenditure of tlie moneys appropriated for 
the contingent expenses of the military establishment, for 
the contingent expenses of the navy of the United States, 
and for the discharge of miscellaneous claims not otherwise 
provided for, and paid at the treasury, shall be laid before 
Congress at the beginning of each year, by the secretary of 
the proper department. 

^Approved, March 3, 1809.] 

May 8, 1792, ch. 37. April 21, 1808, ch. 48. 

Mar. 3, 1795, ch. 48. Mar. 3, 1817, ch. 45. 

July 16, 1798, ch. 85. May 1, 1820, ch. 52. 



Chapter 33.— Approved, March 3, 1809.— Vol. 2, p. 544. 

An Act authorizing an augmentation of the marine corps, (a) 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to cause the marine corps, in the service 
of the United States, to be augmented, by the appointment and 
enlistment of not exceeding one major, two captains, two first 
lieutenants, one hundred and eighty-five corporals, and five hun- 
dred and ninety-four privates, who shall be respectively allowed 
the same pay, bounty, clothing, and rations, and shall be employed 
under the same rules and regulations, to which the said marine 
corps are, or shall, be entitled and subject. 

Sec 2. That, from and after the passage of this act, all enlist- 
ments in the said corps shall be for the term of five (6) years, 
unless sooner discharged, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 



Chapter 17.— Approved, June 28, 1809.— Vol. 2, p. 553. 

An Act concerning the naval establishment. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States, in the event of 
a favorable change in our foreign relations, be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to cause to be discharged from actual service, and laid 
up in ordinary, such of the frigates and public armed vessels as, in 
in his judgment, a due regard to the public security and interest 
may permit. 

(a) See act 11 July, 1798, and 30 June, 1334. 
(6) Now for 4 years, by act 30 June, 1834. 
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Sec. 2. That so much of the first section of an act, entitled 
"An act (a) to authorize the employment of an additional naval 
force," passed at the last session of Congress, as requires the pub- 
lic armed vessels to be stationed at such ports and places on the 
sea-coast, or cruise on the sea-coast of the United States, and ter- 
ritories thereof, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

[^Approved, June 28, 1809.] 



Chapter 20.— Approved, Marcli 30, 1810.— Vol. 2, p. 569. 

An Act making an appropriation for the purpose of trying the practical use 
of the torpedo, or sub-marine explosion. 

That a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated, payable out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated, to defray the expense which 
shall be incurred in any actual experiments, when the President of 
the United States shall deem it expedient to cause such experi- 
ments to be made, which shall be made under the immediate direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Navy, for the purpose of ascertaining 
with precision how far the torpedo, or sub-marine explosions, may 
be usefully employed as engines of war, who is hereby directed to 
report to Congress the result of the experiment with his opinion 
thereon. 



Chapter 26.— Approved, Feb'y 26, 1811.— Vol. 2, p. 650. 

An Act establishing navy hospitals, (b) 

Sec. 1. That the money hereafter collected by virtue of the act, 
entitled "An act in addition to 'An act for the relief of sick and 
disabled seamen,' " shall be paid to the Secretary of the Navy, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of War, for the time 
being, who are hereby appointed a board of commissioners, by the 
name and style of commissioners of navy hospitals, which, together 
with the sum of fifty thousand dollars, hereby appropriated out of 
the unexpended balance of the marine hospital fund, to be paid to 
the commissioners aforesaid, shall constitute a fund for navy hospi- 
tals. 

Seo. 2. That all fines imposed on navy officers, seamen, and 
marines, shall be paid to the commissioners of navy hospitals. 

(a) Chap. 11, 31 Jan. 1809. 

(6) Altered and amended by act 10 July, 1832, chap. 194. 
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Seo. 3. That the commissioners of navy hospitals be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and required to procure, at a suitable place 
or places, proper sites for navy hospitals, and if the necessary 
buildings are not procured vrith the site, to cause such to be 
erected, having due regard to economy, and giving preference to 
such plans as, with most convenience and least cost, will admit of 
subsequent additions, as the funds will permit and circumstances 
require ; and the commissioners are required, at one of the estab- 
lishments, to provide a permanent asylum for disabled and decrepid 
navy officers, seamen, and marines. 

Sec. 4. That the Secretary of the Navy be authorized and re- 
quired to prepare the necessary rules and regulations for the 
government of the institution, and report the same to the next 
session of Congress. 

Sec. 5. That, when any navy officer, seaman, or marine, shall 
be admitted into a navy hospital, the institution shall be allowed 
one ration per day, during his continuance therein, to be deducted 
from the account of the United States with such officer, seaman, 
or marine ; and in like manner, when any officer, seaman, or ma- 
rine, entitled to a pension, shall be admitted into a navy hospital, 
such pension, during his continuance therein, shall be paid to the 
commissioners of the navy hospitals, and deducted from the account 
of such pensioner. 

^Approved, February 26, 1811.J 



Chapter 47.— Approved, March 30, 1812.— Yol. 2, p. 699. 

An Act concerning the naval establishment. 

6. Pursers to be appointed by the President, witli the approbation of the 
Senate. Pursers to give bond for $10,000. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and empowered to cause to be immediately 
repaired, equipped, and put into actual service, the frigates Chesa- 
peake, Constellation, and Adams ; and that a sum not exceeding 
three hundred thousand dollars be, and is hereby, appropriated for 
that purpose. 

Sec. 2. That the officers and seamen of the navy may be in- 
creased, so far as may be necessary to officer, man, and equip the 
vessels so to be put into service, any law to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Seo. 3. That the sum of two hundred thousand dollars, annually, 
for three years, viz : one thousand eight hundred and twelve, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, and one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fourteen, be appropriated, towards the purchase and 
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supply of a stock of every description of timber required for ship 
building, and other navy purposes ; and that the first appropria- 
tion thereof be made in the purchase of timber suitable for re- 
building the frigates Philadelphia, General Greene, New York, 
and Boston. 

Sec. 4. That the sums herein specifically appropriated shall be 
paid out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 5. That, as soon as it shall be deemed compatible with the 
good of the public service, the gun boats now in commission be 
laid up, and, with those not in commission, be distributed in the 
several harbors of the maritime frontier which are most exposed to 
attack, to be carefully kept and used as circumstances may require. 

Sec. 6. That the pursers in the navy of the United States 
shall be appointed by the President of the United States, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate ; and 
that, from and after the first day of May next, no person 
shall act in the character of purser, who shall not have been 
thus first nominated and appointed, excepting pursers on 
distant service, who shall not remain in service after the 
first day of July next, unless nominated and appointed as 
aforesaid. And every purser, lefore entering upon the duties of 
his office, shall give hand, with two or more sufficient sureties, in 
the penalty often thousand dollars, (a) conditioned faithfully to 
perform all the duties of purser in the navy of the United States. 

[^Approved, March 30, 1812.] 



Chapter 102.— Approved, June 18, 1812.— Vol. 2, p. 755. 

An Act declaring war between the United Kingdom, of Great Britain and 
Ireland and the dependencies thereof, and the United States of America 
and their territories. 

That war be, and the same is hereby, declared to exist between 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and the dependen- 
cies thereof, and the United States of America and their territories ; 
and that the President of the United States is hereby authorized 
to use the whole of the land and naval force of the United States 
to carry the same into effect, and to issue to private armed vessels 
of the United States commissions or letters of marque and general 

(a) Bond increased to $25,000 by act approved 1 Mar. 1817, chap. 24, and 
words in italics supplied. 

12 
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reprisals, in such form as he shall think proper, and under the seal 
of the United States, against the vessels, goods, and effects of the 
gOTernment of the said United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the subjects thereof. 
\^Approved, June 18, 1812.] 



Chapter 107.— Approved, June 26, 1812.— Vol. 2, p. 759. 

An Act concerning letters of marque, prizes, and prize goods. 

Sec. 17. That two per centum on the net amount (after 
deducting all charges and expenditures) of the prize money 
arising from captured vessels and cargoes, and on the net 
amount of the salvage of vessels and cargoes recaptured by 
the private armed vessels of the United States, shall be 
secured and paid over to the collector, or other chief officer 
of the customs, at the port or place in the United States at 
which such captured or re-captured vessels may arrive ; or 
to the consul, or other public agent, of the United States, 
residing at the port or place, not within the United States, 
at which such captured or re-captured vessels may arrive. 
And the moneys arising therefrom shall be held, and hereby 
is pledged, by the Government of the United States as a 
fund for the support and maintenance of the widows and 
orphans of such persons as may be slain; and for the sup- 
port and maintenance of such persons as may be wounded 
and disabled on board of the private armed vessels of the 
United States, in any engagement with the enemy, to be 
assigned and distributed in such manner as shall hereafter 
by law be provided, (a) 

(a) See acts approved 13 Feb. 1813; 2 Aug. 1813; 4 Mar. 1814; and 27 Jan. 
1813, chap. 13. 
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Chapter 6. — Approved, January 2, 1813. — Vol. 2, p. 789. 

An Act to increase the navy of the United States. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States shall be, and 
he hereby is, authorized, as soon as suitable materials can be pro- 
cured therefor, to cause to be built, equipped, and employed, four 
ships, to rate not less than seventy-four guns, and six ships, to rate 
forty-four guns each. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be employed on board each of the said 
ships of seventy-four guns each, one captain, six lieutenants, one 
captain, one first lieutenant, and one second lieutenant of marines, 
one surgeon, one chaplain, one purser, and three surgeon's mates. 

Sec. 3. That there shall be employed in each of the said ships, 
carrying seventy-four guns, the following warrant officers, who 
shall be appointed by the President of the United States : one 
master, one second master, three master's mates, one boatswain, 
one gunner, one carpenter, one sailmaker, and twenty midshipmen ; 
and the following petty officers, who shall be appointed by the 
captains of the ships respectively in which they are to be employed, 
viz : one armorer, six boatswain's mates, three gunner's mates, 
two carpenter's mates, one sailmaker's mate, one cooper, one 
steward, one master-at-arms, one cook, one cockswain, one boat- 
swain's yeoman, one gunner's yeoman, one carpenter's yeoman, ten: 
quarter gunners, eight quartermasters, and one clerk ; and one 
schoolmaster, also to be appointed by the captain. 

Sec. 4. That the crews of each of the said ships, of seventy-four 
guns, shall consist of two hundred able seamen, three hundred; 
ordinary seamen and boys, three sergeants, three corporals, one 
drummer, one fifer, and sixty marines. 

Sec. 5. That the pay of the schoolmaster shall be twenty-five 
dollars per month, and two rations per day. 

Sec. 6. That the sum of two millions five hundred thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the building and- 
equipping of the aforesaid ships of war. 

See act Mar. 3, 1813, ch. 54, and Feb. 27, 1815, ch. 62. 



Chapter 10.— Approved, Jan'y 20, 1813.— Vol. 2, p. 790. 

An Act providing for navy pensions in certain cases, (a) 

That, if any officer (&) of the navy or marines be killed, 
or die, by reason of a wound received in the line of bis 

(a) Renewed for the further term of five years, by act of 16 Apr. 1818. 
(5) Extended to the widows and orphans of seamen and marines, by act 
approved 4 Mar. 1814, chap. 20. 
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duty, leaving a ■widow, or, if no widow, a cliild or children, 
under sixteen years of age, sucli widow, or, if no widow, 
such cliild or children, shall be entitled to receive half the 
monthly pay to which the deceased was entitled at the time 
of his death, which allowance shall continue for and during 
the term of five years ; but in case of the death or intermar- 
riage of such widow, before the expiration of the said term 
of five years, the half pay for the remainder shall go to the 
child or children of the said deceased ofiicer: provided^ that 
such half pay shall cease on the death of such child or chil- 
dren : and the money required for this purpose shall be paid 
out of the navy pension fund, under the direction of the 
commissioners of that fund. 
\_Approved, January 20, 1813.] 



Chapter 13.— Approved, Jan'y 27, 1813.— Vol. 2, p. 792. 

An Act in addition to the act concerning letters of marque, prizes, and 
prize goods. 

1. Prize by private ships to be sold by marshals where condemned. On credit. 
2. To pay over the proceeds, how. 3. Commission to the marshals. 4. 
Marshals to file accounts of sales. 'Penalties for neglect. 5. Captures 
may be removed, before libel. Proviso. 

Sec. 1. That all prizes of vessels and property, captured by 
private armed ships, commissioned under the authority of 
the United States, which may be condemned in any district 
or circuit court of the United States, shall be sold at public 
auction, by the marshal of the district, in which the same 
shall be condemned, within sixty days after the condemna- 
tion thereof, sufiicient notice of the time and place, and 
conditions of sale being first given, on such day or days, on 
such terms of credit, and in such lots or proportions as may 
be designated by the owner or owners, or agent of the owner 
or owners of the privateer which may have captured the 
same: Provided, That the term of such credit shall not ex- 
ceed ninety days; and the said marshal is hereby directed, 
to take and receive, from the purchaser or purchasers of 
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such prize vessel and property, tlie money therefor, or Ms, 
her, or their promissory notes, with endorsers, to be ap- 
proved by the owner or owners of the privateer, to the 
amount of the purchase, payable according to the terms 
thereof. 

Sec. 2. That upon all duties, costs, and charges, being 
paid according to law, the said marshal shall, on demand, 
deliver and pay over to the owner or owners, of the priva- 
teer, or to the agent of such owner or owners of the pri- 
vateer, which may have captured such prize vessel and 
property, a just and equal proportion of the funds received 
on account of the sale thereof, and of the promissory notes 
directed to be taken as aforesaid, to which the said owner 
or owners may be entitled, according to the articles of 
agreement between the said owner or owners, and the 
officers and crew of the said privateer: and a just and equal 
proportion of the proceeds of the sale as aforesaid, shall, on 
demand, be also paid over, by the said marshal, to the 
officers and crew of the said privateer, or to their agent or 
agents. And if there be no written agreement, it shall be 
the duty of the marshal to pay over, in manner as aforesaid, 
one moiety of the proceeds of the sale of such prize vessel 
and property, to the owner or owners, agent or agents of 
the owner or owners of the privateer, which may have cap- 
tured the same; and the other moiety of the said proceeds 
to the agent or agents of the officers and crew of the said 
privateer, to be distributed according to law or to any 
agreement by them made: Provided^ The said officers and 
crew, or their agent or agents, shall have first refunded, to 
the owner or owners, or to the agent of the owner or owners 
of the privateer aforesaid, the full amount of advances 
which shall have been made by the owner or owners of the 
privateer, to the officers and crew thereof. 

Sec. 3. That for the selling prize property, and receiving 
and paying over the proceeds as aforesaid, the marshal shall 
be entitled to a commission of one per cent, and no more, 
first deducting all duties, costs, and charges, which may 
have accrued on said property: Provided, That on no case 
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of condemnation and sale of any one prize vessel and cargo, 
shall the commissions of the marshal exceed two hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

Sec. 4. That it shall be the duty of the marshal, within 
fifteen days after any sale of prize property, to file in the 
office of the clerk of the district court, of the district wherein 
such sale may be made, a just and true account of the sales 
of such prize property, and of all duties and charges thereon, 
together with a statement thereto annexed of the promis- 
sory notes taken on account thereof, which account shall be 
verified by the oath of the said marshal; and if the said 
marshal shall wilfully neglect, or refuse to file such account, 
he shall forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars for 
each omission or refusal as aforesaid, to be recovered in 
action of debt by any person interested in such sale, and 
suing for the said penalty, on account of the party or par- 
ties interested in the prize vessel or property sold as afore- 
said, in any court having cognizance thereof. 

Sec. 5. That the owner or owners of any private armed 
vessel or vessels, or their agent or agents, may, at any time 
before a libel shall be filed against any captured vessel or 
her cargo, remove the same from any port into which such 
prize vessel or property may be first brought, to any other 
port in the United States, to be designated at the time of 
the removal as aforesaid, subject to the same restrictions 
and complying with the same regulations with respect to 
the payment of duties, which are provided by law, in rela- 
tion to other vessels arriving in port with cargoes subject 
to the payment of duties: Provided, That, before such re- 
moval, the said captured property shall not have been 
attached at the suit of any adverse claimant, or a claim 
against the same have been interposed in behalf of the 
United States. 

\_Approved, January 2'7, 1813. J 
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Chapter 22.— Approved, Feb'j 13, 1813.— Vol. 2, p. 799. 

An Act regulating pensions to persons on hoard private armed ships. 

1. The two per cent, reserved in the hands of the collectors and consuls, to be 
paid into the treasury, to constitute a fund for certain purposes. 2. Secre- 
tary of the navy to jjlace certain persons on the pension list. 3. Com- 
manding officers to enter the names, etc., of wounded persons, in a journal. 
i. Collectors to transmit a transcript of such journals to the secretary of 
the navy. 

Sec. 1. That tlie two per centum, reserved in tlie hands 
of the collectors and consuls by the act of June, eighteen 
hundred and twelve, entitled "An act (a) concerning letters 
of marque, prizes, and prize goods," shall be paid to the 
treasury, under the like regulations provided for other pub- 
lic money, and shall constitute a fund for the purposes pro- 
vided for by the seventeenth section of the before-mentioned 
act. (6) 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Navy be authorized and 
required to place on the pension list, under the like regula- 
tions and restrictions as are used in relation to the navy of 
the United States, any officer, seaman, or marine, who, on 
board of any private armed ship or vessel, bearing a com- 
mission of letter of marque, shall have been wounded, or 
otherwise disabled, in any engagement with the enemy; 
allowing to the captain a sum not exceeding twenty dollars 
per month; to lieutenants and sailing master, a sum not 
exceeding twelve dollars each per month; to marine officer, 
boatswain, gunner, carpenter, master's mate, and prize-mas- 
ters, a sum not exceeding ten dollars each per month ; to 
all other officers, a sum not exceeding eight dollars each per 
month, for the highest rate of disability, and so in propor- 
tion; and to a seaman, or acting as a marine, the sum of six 
dollars per month, for the highest rate of disability, and so 
in proportion; which several pensions shall be paid, by 

(a) 26 June, 1812, chap. 107, ante, p. 178. 

(6) See chap. 107, of 1812; chap. 68, of 1813; chap. 20, 4 Mar. 1814; chap. 
60, 3 Mar. 1817; chap. 60, 16 Apr. 1818; chap. 15, 22 Jan. 1824; chap. 134, 30 
June, 1834; chap. 40, 3 Mar. 1837; and 11 Aug. 1848, chap. 155. 
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direction of the Secretary of tlie Navy, out of the fund 
above provided, and from no other. 

Sec. 3. That the commanding officer of every vessel hav- 
ing a commission, or letters of marque and reprisal, shall 
enter in his journal the name and rank of any officer, and 
the name of any seaman, who, during his cruise, shall have 
been wounded or disabled as aforesaid, describing the man- 
ner and extent, as far as practicable, of such wound or 
disability. 

Sec. 4. That every collector shall transmit, quarterly, to 
the Secretary of the Navy, a transcript of such journals as 
may have been reported to him, so far as it gives a list of 
the officers and crew, and the description of wounds and 
disabilities, the better to enable the Secretary to decide on 
claims for pensions. 

\_Approved, February 13, 1813.3 

See Mar. 4, 1814, chap. 20, and Aug. 11, 1848, chap. 155. 



Chapter 42.— Approved, March 3, 1813.— Yol. 2, p. 809. 

An Act for the regulation of seamen on board the public and private vessels 
of the United States. 

1. After the war, citizens of the United States, only to be employed in the 
public or private service of the United States. 2. Naturalized citizens, 
how they may be employed. 3. Lists of the crews to be furnished and 
certified previously to the sailing of vessels on foreign voyages. Lists to 
be recorded in a book. Certified copy evidence in court. 4. Supplemen- 
tal directions may be given by the President with respect to seamen em- 
ployed in the United States. Proviso. 5. Seamen or sea-faring persons 
only admitted as passengers in American vessels upon certain conditions. 
6. Interference of consuls and commercial agents admissible in certain 
cases. Consuls may be present when the proofs of citizenship are investi- 
gated. 7. Penalty for admitting persons not qualified according to this 
act into the service of the United States. 8. Masters and owners of pri- 
vate vessels to forfeit $500. Penalties to be recovered by action of debt. 
9. Foreign seamen may be employed in American vessels in foreign ports. 
Conditions. 10. Provisions of this act not to be extended to the citizens 
or subjects of nations which have not adopted its principles. 11. Nor to 
be a bar to any treaty. 12. Residence of five years in the United States 
necessary to qualify a person to become a citizen. 13. Penalty for forging 
certificates of citizenship or protections. 14. No suit for any forfeiture 
under this act, unless commenced in three years. 
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Sec. 1. That, from and after the termination of the war 
in which the United States are now engaged with Great 
Britain, it shall not be lawful to employ on board any of 
the public or private vessels of the United States, any per- 
son or persons, except citizens of the United States, or 
persons of color, natives of the United States. 

Sec. 2. That, from and after the time when this act shall 
take efi'ect, it shall not be lawful to employ, as aforesaid, 
any naturalized citizen of the United States, unless such 
citizen shall produce to the commander of the public vessel, 
if to be employed on board such vessel, or to a collector of 
the customs, a certified copy of the act by which he shall 
have been naturalized, setting forth such naturalization, 
and the time thereof. 

Sec. 3. That, in all cases of private vessels of the United 
States sailing from a port in the United States to a foreign 
port, the list of the crew, made as heretofore (a) directed by 
law, shall be examined by the collector for the district from 
which the vessel shall clear out, and, if approved of by 
him, shall be certified accordingly. And no person shall 
be admitted or employed as aforesaid, on board of any ves- 
sel aforesaid, unless his name shall have been entered in the 
list of the crew, approved and certified by the collector for 
the district from which the A^essel shall clear out as afore- 
said. And the said collector, before he delivers the list of 
the crew, approved and certified as aforesaid, to the captain, 
master, or proper officer of the vessel to which the same 
belongs, shall cause the same to be recorded in a book, by 
him, for that purpose, to be provided, and the said record 
shall be open for the inspection of all persons, and a certi- 
fied copy thereof shall be admitted in evidence in any court 
in which any question may arise, under any of the pro- 
visions of this act. 

Sec. 4. That the President of the United States be, and 
he hereby is, authorized, from time to time, to make such 
further regulations, and to give such directions to the 

(a) By act 28 Feb. 1803, chap. 9. 



186 Twelfth Costgeess, Second Session. 

several commanders of public vessels, and to the several 
collectors, as may be proper and necessary respecting the 
proofs of citizenship, to be exhibited to the commanders or 
collectors a.foTes3i.id: provided, that nothing contained in such 
regulations, or directions, shall be repugnant to any of the 
provisions of this act. 

Sec. 5. That, from and after the time when this act shall 
take effect, no seaman, or other sea-faring man, not being a 
citizen of the United States, shall be admitted or received 
as a passenger on board of any public or private vessel of 
the United States, in a foreign port, without permission in 
writing from the proper ofi&cers of the country of which 
such seaman or sea-faring man may be subject or citizen. 

Sec. 6. That, from and after the time when this act shall 
take effect, the consuls, or commercial agents, of any nation 
at peace with the United States, shall be admitted (under 
such regulations as may be prescribed by the President of 
the United States) to state their objections to the proper 
commander or collector as aforesaid, against the employ- 
ment of any seaman, or sea-faring man, on board of any 
public or private vessel of the United States, on account of 
his being a native subject or citizen of such nation, and not 
embraced within the description of persons who may be 
lawfully employed, according to the provisions of this act ; 
and the said consuls, or commercial agents, shall also be 
admitted, under the said regulations, to be present at the 
time when the proofs of citizenship, of the persons against 
whom such objections may have been made, shall be inves- 
tigated by such commander or collector. 

Sec. 7. That if any commander of a public vessel of the 
United States shall knowingly employ, or permit to be 
employed, or shall admit or receive, or permit to be ad- 
mitted or received, on board his vessel, any person whose 
employment or admission is prohibited by the provisions of 
this act, he shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay the 
sum of one thousand dollars for each person thus unlaw- 
fully employed or admitted on board such vessel. 



Twelfth Congeess, Second Session. 187 

Sec. 8. That if any person shall, contrary to the prohibi- 
tions of this act, be employed, or be received, on board of 
any private vessel, the master or commander, and the owner 
or owners, of such vessel, knowing thereof, shall respec- 
tively forfeit and pay five hundred dollars for each person 
thus unlawfully employed or received in any one voyage; 
which sum, or sums, shall be recovered, although such sea- 
man or person shall have been admitted and entered in the 
certified list of the crew aforesaid, by the collector for the 
district to which the vessel may belong: and all penalties 
and forfeitures arising under, or incurred by virtue of, this 
act, may be sued for, prosecuted, and recovered, with costs 
of suit by action of debt, and shall accrue and be, one 
moiety thereof to the use of the person who shall sue for 
the same, and the other moiety thereof to the use of the 
United States. 

Sec. 9. That nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to prohibit any commander, or master, of a public or 
private vessel of the United States, whilst in a foreign port 
or place, from receiving an American seaman in conformity 
to law, or supplying any deficiency of seamen on board 
such vessel, by employing American seamen, or subjects of 
such foreign country, the employment of whom shall not 
be prohibited by the laws thereof. 

Sec. 10. That the provisions of this act shall have no 
effect or operation with respect to the employment, as sea- 
men, of the subjects or citizens of any foreign nation which 
shall not, by treaty or special convention with the Govern- 
ment of the United States, have prohibited, on board of her 
public and private vessels, the employment of native citi- 
zens of the United States, who have not become a citizen 
or subject of such nation. 

Sec. 11. That nothing in this act contained shall be so 
construed as to prevent any arrangement between the 
United States and any foreign nation, which may take 
place, under any treaty or convention, made and ratified in 
the manner prescribed by the Constitution of the United 
States. 
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Sec. 12. That no person, who shall arrive in the United 
Slates, from and after the time when this act shall take 
effect, shall be admitted to become a citizen of the United 
States, who shall not, for the continued term of five years 
next preceding his admission as aforesaid, have resided 
within the United States, without being at any time, during (a) 
the said five years, out of the territory of the United States. 

Sec. 13. That if any person shall falsely make, forge, or 
counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, forged, 
or counterfeited, any certificate, or evidence of citizenship, 
referred to in this act; or shall pass, utter, or use as true, 
any false, forged, or counterfeited certificate of citizenship, 
or shall make sale, or dispose of, any certificate of citizen- 
ship to any person other than the person for whom it was 
originally issued, and to whom it may of right belong, 
every such person shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of 
felony; and on being thereof convicted, by due course of 
law, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned and kept to hard 
labor for a period not less than three, or more than five, 
years, or be fined in a sum not less than five hundred dol- 
lars, nor more than one thousand dollars, at the discretion 
of the court taking cognizance thereof. 

Sec. 14. That no suit shall be brought for any forfeiture 
or penalty incurred under the provisions of this act, unless 
the suit be commenced within three years from the time of 
the forfeitiire. 

\_Approved, March 3, 1813. J 



Chaptek 51.— Approved, March 3, 1813.— Vol. 2, p. 818. 

An Act rewarding the officers and crew of the fri.gate Consiituiion, and the 
officers and crew of the Wasp. 

That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to have distributed, as prize money, to Captain Isaac 
Hull, of the frigate Constitution, his officers and crew, the sum of 
fifty thousand dollars, for the capture and destruction of the British 

(a) The words in italics repealed by 26 June, 1848, chap. 72. 
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frigate Guerriere : and the like sum, in like manner, to Captain 
William Bainbridge, his officers and crew, for the capture and 
destruction of the British frigate Java : and the sum of twenty-five 
thousand dollars, in like manner, to Captain Jacob Jones, of the 
sloop of war Wasp, his officers and crew, for the capture of the 
British sloop of war Frolic : and that the sum of one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 
for the purposes aforesaid. 
lApproved, March 3, 1813. j 



Chapter 54.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1813.— Vol. 2, p. 821. 

An Act supplementary to the act for increasing the navy, (a) 

Sec. 1 . That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
have built, six sloops of war, and to have the same manned, 
equipped, and commissioned for service ; and that the President 
be authorized to have built, or procured, such a number of sloops 
of war, or other armed vessels, to be manned, equipped, and com- 
missioned, as the public service may require, on the lakes. 

Sec. 2. That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
appoint such officers, and to employ the number of seamen, which 
may be necessary for such vessels as are authorized by law to be 
put in commission, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 3. That, for the building or procuring said vessels, and for 
the payment of two hundred thousand dollars for vessels already 
procured on the lakes, by direction of the President, the sum of 
nine hundred thousand dollars, out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated. 

Sec. 4. That the sura of one hundred thousand dollars be ap- 
propriated for the purpose of establishing a dockyard, for repair- 
ing the vessels of war, in such central and convenient place on the 
seaboard as the President of the United States shall designate. 

Sec. 5. That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
contract for the building of any of the six forty-four gun ships 
authorized by law : provided, that the building be under inspec- 
tion of an agent appointed by the Secretary of the Navy. 

Sec. 6. That the President of the United States be authorized 
to sell, or dispose of, such and so many of the gun boats belonging 
to the United States, as may have become unfit for service, or as, 
in his judgment, may no longer be necessary to be retained by the 
Government. 

[Approved, March 3, 1818.] 

See act February 21, 1815, chap. 62. 

(o) Chap. 6, Jan. 2, 1813, ante, p. 179. 
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Eesolution 1.— Approved, Jan'y 29, 1813.— Vol. 2, p. 830. 

Resolutions relative to the brilliant achievements of Captains Hull, Decatur, 
•■ Jones, and Lieutenant Elliott. 

1. That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
requested to present to Captain Hull, of the frigate Constitution, 
Captain Decatur, of the frigate United States, and Captain Jones, 
of the sloop of war Wasp, each, a gold medal, with suitable em- 
blems and devices ; and a silver medal, with like emblems and 
devices, to each commissioned officer of the aforesaid vessels, in 
testimony of the high sense entertained by Congress of the gal- 
lantry, good conduct, and services, of the captains, officers, and 
crews, of the aforesaid vessels, in their respective conflicts with the 
British frigates, the Gruerriere and the Macedonian, and sloop of 
war Frolic ; and the President is also requested to present a silver 
medal, with like emblems and devices, to the nearest male relative 
of Lieutenant Bush, and one to the nearest male relative of Lieu- 
tenant Funk, in testimony of the gallantry and merit of those 
deceased officers, in whom their country has sustained a loss much 
to be regretted. 

2. That the President of the United States be, and he here- 
by is, requested to present to Lieutenant Elliott, of the nayy of 
the United States, an elegant sword, with suitable emblems and 
devices, in testimony of the just sense entertained by Congress of 
his gallantry and good conduct in boarding and capturing the 
British brigs Detroit and Caledonia, while anchored under the 
protection of Fort Erie. 



Eesolution 2.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1813.— Vol. 2, p. 830. 

Resolution requesting the President of the United States to present medals 
to Captain William Bainbridge, and the officers of the frigate Consti- 
tution. 

That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
requested to present to Captain William Bainbridge, of the frigate 
Constitution, a gold medal, with suitable emblems and devices; 
and a silver medal, with suitable emblems and devices, to each 
commissioned officer of the said frigate, in testimony of the high 
sense entertained by Congress of the gallantry, good conduct, and 
services of Captain Bainbridge, his officers and crew, in the cap- 
ture of the British frigate Java, after a brave and skilful combat. 
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Chapter 6. — Approved, July 5, 1813. — ^Yol. 3, p. 3. 

An Ah authorizing the President of the United States to cause to be built 
barges for the defence of the ports and harbors of the United States, (a) 

Sec. 1. That, for the protection of the ports and harbors of the 
United States, the President shall cause to be built, without delay, 
such number of barges as he may deem necessary, to be armed, 
equipped, and manned, as he may direct, of a size not less than 
forty-five feet long, and capable of carrying heavy guns. 

[Sec. 2. $250,000 appropriated for the purpose.] 



Chapter 8.— Approved, July 13, 1813.— Vol. 3, p. 4. 

An Act to reward the officers and crew of the sloop of war Hornet; and 
Lieutenant Elliott, and his officers and companions. 

That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to have distributed, as prize money, to Captain James 
Lavprence, late of the sloop of war Hornet, his officers and crew, 
or their widows and children, the sum of twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars, for the capture and destruction of the British brig Peacock ; 
and to Lieutenant Elliott, and his officers and companions, or their 
widows and children, the sum of twelve thousand dollars, for the 
capture and destruction of the British brig Detroit ; and that the 
sum of thirty-seven thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated to the purpose aforesaid, to be paid out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 



Chapter 13.— Approved, July 16, 1813.— Vol. 3, p. 18, 

An Act providing for the further defence of the ports and harbors of the 

United States. 

Sec. 1. That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized,, 
whenever the same shall be deemed necessary for the defence and 
security of any of the ports and harbors of the United States, to 
cause to be hired, or purchased, hulks, or other means of impedi- 
ment to the entrance of the ships or vessels of the enemy, to be 
sunk with the consent of the proper authority of the State in 
which such port or harbor may be, and the same to be removed 
whenever, in his opinion, it may be done with safety to such ports 
or harbors. 

[Sec. 2. $250,000 to be appropriated.] 

(a) Repealed 27 Feb. 1815, chap. 62. 
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Chapter 27.— Approved, July 26, 1813.— Yol. 3, p. 47. 

An Act to authorize the raising a corps of sea fencibles. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, to raise for such term as he may think proper, 
not exceeding one year, as many companies of sea fencibles as he 
may deem necessary, not exceeding ten, who may be employed as 
well on land as on water, for the defence of the ports and harbors 
of the United States. 

Sec. 2. That each of said companies of sea fencibles shall con- 
sist of one captain, one first, one second, and one third lieutenant, 
one boatswain, six gunners, six quarter-gunners, and ninety-men. 

Sec. 3. That the commissioned officers shall receive the same 
pay and rations as officers of the same grade in the army ; that 
the boatswains, gunners, and quarter-gunners, and men, shall 
receive the same pay and rations as warrant officers of the same 
grade, and able seamen receive in the service of the United States. 

Seo. 4. That the officers, warrant officers, boatswains and men, 
raised pursuant to this act, shall be entitled to the like compensa- 
tion in case of disability incurred by wounds, or otherwise, in the 
service of the United States, as officers, warrant officers, and sea- 
men, in the present naval establishment, and shall be subject to the 
rules and articles which have been, or may be hereafter, established 
by law for the government of the army of the United States, (a) 

[Sec. 5. This act to continue in force during the present war 
with Great Britain.] 

[Sec. 6. The President to appoint all the officers authorized by 
this act to be submitted to the Senate at the next session, for their 
advice and consent.] 

[Sec. T. $200,000 appropriated to carry this act into effect] 



Chapter 58. — Approved, August 2, 1813. — Vol. 3, p. 86. 

An Act to amend and explain the act regulating pensions to persons on 
board private armed ships. 

That the act (V) regulating pensions to persons on board 
private armed ships, shall be construed to authorize the 
Secretary of the Navy to place on the pension list, under 
the restrictions and regulations of the said act, any officer, 

(a) See chap. 107, 3 Mar. 1817, vol. iii, p. 394. 
(6) 13 Feb. 1813, chap. 22, sec. 2, ante, p. 183. 
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seaman, or marine, belonging to any private armed ship or 
vessel of tlie United States, bearing a commission of letter 
of marque, who shall have been -wounded, or otherwise 
disabled, in the line of their duty as officers, seamen, or 
marines, of such private armed ship or vessel. 
\_Approved, August 2, 1813. J 



Chapter 20.— Approved, March 4, 1814.— Yol. 3, p. 103, 

An Act giving pensions to the orphans and widows of persons slain in the 
public or private armed vessels of the United States, (a) 

Sec. 1. That if any officer, seaman, or marine, serving on 
board of any private armed ship or vessel, bearing a com- 
mission of letter of marque, shall die, or shall have died 
since the 18th day of June, in the year of our Lord 1812, 
by reason of a wound received in the line of his duty, 
leaving a widow, or, if no widow, a child or children under 
sixteen years of age, such widow, or, if no widow, such 
child or children, shall be placed on the pension list by the 
Secretary of the Navy, who shall allow to such widow, 
child, or children, half (6) the monthly pension to which the 
rank of the deceased would have entitled him for the 
highest rate of disability, under "An act regulating pen- 
sions to persons on board private armed ships ;" (c) which 
allowance shall continue for the term of five years ; {d) but 
in case of the death or intermarriage of such widow before 
the expiration of the term of five years, the half pay for 
the remainder of the term shall go to the child or children 
of the deceased: provided, that the half pay shall cease on 
the death of such child or children. And the several pen- 
sions, hereby directed, shall be paid by direction of the 

(a) For list of these acts see vol. iii, p. 104, note a. 

(5) Full pay (after the 5 years) hy 16 Apr. 1818, chap, 65, sec. 1. 

(c) 26 June, 1812, chap. 107, amte, p. 178. 

[d) See 16 Apr. 1818, chap. 65; 22 Jan. 1824, chap, 15; 23 May, 1828, chap. 
72 ; and 9 June, 1834, chap. 55, &o. 

13 
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Secretary of the Navy, out of the fund provided by the 
17th section of an act, entitled "An act concerning letters 
of marque, prizes, and prize goods ;" and from no other, (a) 

Sec. 2. That if any seaman, or marine, belonging to the 
navy of the United States, shall die, or if any of&cer, sea- 
man, or marine, belonging to the navy of the United States, 
shall have died since the 18th day of June, in the year of 
our Lord 1812, by reason of a wound received in the line 
of his duty, leaving a widow, or, if no widow, a child or 
children under sixteen years of age, such widow, or if no 
widow, such child or children, shall be entitled to receive 
half the monthly pay to which the deceased was entitled at 
the time of his death, which allowance shall continue for 
the term of five years; but in case of the death or intermar- 
riage of such widow, before the expiration of the said term 
of five years, the half pay for the remainder of the term 
shall go to the child or children of the deceased: provided, 
that such half pay shall cease on the death of such child or 
children. And the money required for this purpose shall 
be paid out of the navy pension fund under the direction 
of the commissioners of that fund. 

[Approved, March 4, 1814.] 



Chapter 21. — Approved, March 9, 1814.— Yol. 3, p. 104. 

An Act authorizing the President of the United States to cause to be built, 
equipped, and employed, one or more floating batteries, for the defence of 
the waters of the United States. 

[$500,000 appropriated for building, equipping, &c., one or 
more floating batteries, &c.] 

(a) 13 Feb. 1813, chap. 22, ante, p. 183. 
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Chapter 58.— Approved, April 16, 1814.— Vol. 3, p. 124. 

An Act authorizing an augmentation of the marine corps, and for other 
purposes. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the TJnited States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause the marine corps, (a) in the service of 
the TJnited States, to be augmented, by the appointment and 
enlistment of not exceeding one major, fourteen captains, twelve 
first lieutenants, twenty second lieutenants, sixty-one sergeants, 
forty-two drums and fifes, and six hundred and ninety-six privates, 
who shall be respectively allowed the same pay, (6) bounty, cloth- 
ing, and rations, (c) and shall be employed {d) under the same 
rules and regulations, to which the said marine corps are, or shall 
be, entitled and subject. 

Sec. 2. (e) That the adjutant, paymaster, and quartermaster, of 
the marine corps, may be taken either from the line of captains or 
subalterns, and the said officers shall respectively receive thirty 
dollars per month, in addition to their pay in the line, in full, of 
all emoluments. 

Sec. 3. That the President of the TJnited States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to confer brevet (/) rank on such officers of 
the marine corps as shall distinguish themselves by gallant actions, 
or meritorious conduct, or who shall have served ten years (g) 
in any one grade: provided, that nothing herein contained, shall 
be so construed as to entitle, officers, so brevetted, to any addi- 
tional pay or emoluments, except (h) when commanding separate 

(a) Re-organized 3 Mar. 1817, chap. 65; and 30 June, 1S34, chap. 132; and 
see notes to chap. 64, 16 Apr. 1818. 

(6) The officers are paid as infantry, by 30 June, 1834, chap. 132, sec. 6 ; for the 
non-commissioned officers and privates' pay, see 2 Mar. 1838, chap. 68, sec. 1. 

(c) Pay and subsistence to be fixed by President, chap. 72, 11 July, 1798. 

(d) On shore, or in forts, by the 11 July, 1798, chap^ 72. The same language 
as in this act, sec. 1, is used by the 3 Mar. 1809, chap. 33, ante, p. 174. 

(e) How much this section is supplied by the 30 June, 1834, chap. 132, see. 6. 
(/) With consent of the Senate, by the 16 Apr. 1818, chap. 64. 

(g) These words vnitalics, of ten years' service, are repealed by the 30 June, 
1834, chap. 132, sec. 9. 

(h) The brevet officers of the marine corps have always been on the same 
footing with other officers of the military establishment as respects pay and 
emoluments, whatever may have been of a different practice ; Wayne, J., for 
the court. 3 How. 556, 563, TJnited States vs. Freeman. 

By the 1st section of the 16 Apr. 1818, chap. 64, pay and emoluments were 
attached to command, and not as they had been (by the 6 July, 1812, and the 
16 Apr. 1814) to the command of separate posts, Ac. 3 How. 566, 663, United 
States vs. Freeman. 

The 3d section of this act of 16 Apr. 1814, chap. 58, is a transcript of the 4th 
section of the act of 1812, except that It has in it the officers of the marine 
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stations or detachmeiits, when they shall be entitled to, and re- 
ceive, the same pay and emoluments, which officers of the same 
grades are now, or hereafter may be, allowed by law. 

Sec. 4. That it shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States, in the recess of the Senate, to appoint any of the officers 
authorized by this act ; which appointments shall be submitted to 
the Senate, at their next session, for their advice and consent. 

Sec. 5. That it shall be lawful for the President of the TJnited 
States, in the recess of the Senate, to appoint all or any of the 
officers of the navy authorized by existing laws ; which appoint- 
ments shall be submitted to the Senate, at their next session, for 
their advice and consent. 

l^Approved, April 16, 1814. J 



Chapter 59.— Approved, April 16, 1814.— Yol. 3, p. 125. 

An Act {a) authorizing the appointment of certain officers for the flotilla 

service. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to appoint four captains and twelve lieutenants, to be 
employed in the flotilla service of the United States, without rank 
in the navy, but with the same relative rank and authority in the 
flotilla service as officers of the same grade are entitled to in the 
navy of the United States. 

Sec. 2. That the said captains shall receive the pay and sub- 
sistence of a captain in the navy, commanding a ship of twenty 
and under thirty-two guns, and the lieutenants the same pay and 
subsistence as officers of the same rank are entitled to in the navy 
of the United States, and shall be governed by the rules and 
regulations provided for the government of the navy. 

[Sec. 3. The President may appoint any of the officers author- 
ized, &c., in the recess.] 

corps inBtead of officers of the army, and tlie words " stations or detachments " 
"were suhstituted for posts, districts, or detachments. 3 How. 656, 563, United 
States vs. Freeman. 

The marine corps is an addition to the military establishment of the United 
■States. 3 How. 556. 

A brevet field-officer of the marine corps is not entitled by law to brevgt pay 
and rations, by reason of his commanding a separate post or station, if the 
force under his command would not entitle a brevet field-oificer of infantry of 
,a similar grade, to brevet pay and rations. 3 How. 556, 665, 566, United States 
VB. Freeman. 

(a) Repealed 27 Feb. 1816, chap. &2,post. p. 203. 
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Chapter 65.— Approved, April 18, 1814.— Vol. 3, p. 127. 

An Act granting pensions to the officers and seamen serving on board the 
revenue cutters, in certain cases. 

That the officers and seamen of tlie revenue cutters of 
tlie United States, who liave been, or may be, wounded or 
disabled' in the discharge of their duty whilst co-operating 
with the navy, by order of the President of the United 
States, shall be entitled to be placed on the navy pension 
list, at the same rate of pension, and under the same regu- 
lations and restrictions, as are now provided by law for the 
officers and seamen of the navy. 



Chapter 70.— Approved, April 18, 1814.— Vol. 3, p. 130. 

An Act authorizing the purchase of vessels captured on Lake Erie. 

[Sec. 1. President authorized to purchase the British vessels 
captured on Lake Brie, by the American squadron, on 10th Sep- 
tember, 1813. $250,000 appropriated in payment therefor, to be 
distributed as prize money to the captors or their heirs.] 

[Sec. 3. |5,000 also appropriated to be paid to Captain Oliver 
H. Perry, in addition to Ms share of prize money, as commander 
of the ship Lawrence.] 



Chapter 78.— Approved, April 18, 1814.— Vol. 3, p. 133. 

An Act to provide for the collection and preservation of such flags, stand- 
ards, and colors, as shall have been, or may hereafter be, taken, by the 
land and naval forces of the United States, from their enemies. {a) 

Sec. 1. That the Secretaries of the War and Navy de- 
partments be, and they are hereby, directed to cause to be 
collected and transmitted to them, at the seat of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, all such flags, standards, and 
colors, as shall have been, or may hereafter be, taken by 
the army and navy of the United States, from their enemies. 

(a) See chap. 175, 3 Mar. 1855. 
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Sec. 2. That all the flags, standards, and colors, of the 
description aforesaid, which are now in the possession of 
the departments aforesaid, and such as may be hereafter 
transmitted to them, be, with all convenient despatch, de- 
livered to the President of the United States, for the pur- 
pose of being, under his direction, preserved and displayed, 
in such public place as he shall deem proper. 

[Sec. 3. $500 appropriated.] 

[Approved, April 18, 1814.] 



Chapteb 84.— Approved, April 18, 1814.— Yol. 3, p. 136. 

An Act concerning the pay of officers, seamen, and marines, in the navy of 
the United States. 

Sec. 1. That the pay and subsistence of the respective com- 
missioned and warrant officers, he as follows: a lieutenant, 
other than a master commandant, or lieutenant commanding a 
small vessel, forty dollars per month and three rations per day; 
a chaplain, forty dollars per month and two rations per day ; a 
a sailing master, forty dollars per month and two rations per 
day; a surgeon, fifty dollars per month and two rations per day; 
a surgeon's mate, thirty dollars per month and two rations per 
day; a purser, forty dollars per month and two rations per day; 
a hoatswain, twenty dollars per nfionth and two rations per 
day ; a gunner, twenty dollars per month and two rations per 
day; a sailmaJcer, twenty dollars per month and two rations 
per day; and that the pay to he allowed to the petty officers and 
midshipmen, (a) and the pay and bounty upon enlistment of 
the seamen, ordinary seamen, and marines, shall be fixed by 
the President of the United States : provided, that the whole 
sum to be given, for the whole pay aforesaid, and for the 
pay of officers, and that the amount of bounties upon enlist- 
ment of seamen and marines, shall not exceed, for any 
year, the amount which may, in such year, be appropriated 
for those purposes respectively. 

(a) All in italics supplied by 3 Mar. 1835, chap. 27. 
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Sec. 2. (a) That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to make an addition, not exceeding twenty-fire per cent., to the 
pay of the officers, petty officers, midshipmen, seamen, and ma- 
rines, engaged in any service, the hardships or disadvantages of 
which shall, in his judgment, render such an addition necessary. 

l^Approved, April 18, 1814.] 



Eesolution 2. — Approved, Jan'y 6, 1814. — Yol. 3, p. 141. 

Resolutions expressive of the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct of 
Captain Oliver H. Perry, the officers, seamen, marines, and infantry 
acting as such, on hoard of his squadron. 

That the thanks of Congress be, and the same are hereby, pre- 
sented to Captain Oliver Hazard Perry, and through him to the 
oflBcers, petty officers, seamen, marines, and infantry serving a« 
such, attached to the squadron under his command, for the deci- 
sive and glorious victory gained on lake Erie, on the tenth of 
September, in the year 1813, over a British squadron of superior 
force. 

That the President of the United States be requested to cause 
gold medals to be struck, emblematical of the action between the 
two squadrons, and to present them to Captain Perry and Captain 
Jesse D. Elliott, in such manner as will be most honorable to 
them ; and that the President be further requested to present a 
silver medal, with suitable emblems and devices, to each of the 
commissioned officers, either of the navy or army, serving on 
board, and a sword to each of the midshipmen and sailing-masters 
who so nobly distinguished themselves on that memorable day. 

That the President of the United States be requested to present 
a silver medal, with like emblems and devices, to the nearest male 
relative of Lieutenant John Brooks, of the marines, and a sword 
to the nearest male relatives of Midshipmen Henry Laub, and 
Thomas Claxton, jr., and to communicate to them the deep regret 
which Congress feel for the loss of those gallant men, whose names 
ought to live in the recollection and affection of a grateful country, 
and whose conduct ought to be regarded as an example to future 
generations. 

That three months' pay be allowed, exclusively of the common 
allowance, to all the petty officers, seamen, marines, and infantry 
serving as such, who so gloriously supported the honor of the 
American flag, under the orders of their gallant commander, 'on 
that signal occasion. 

(a) Repealed by 22 Feb. 1817, chap. 13. 
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Eesolution 3.— Approyed, Jan'y 6, 1814.— Yol. 3, p. 141. 

Resolution relative to the brilliant achievements of Lieutenants Burrows 

and McCall. 

That the President of the United States be requested to pre- 
sent to the nearest male relative of Lieutenant William Burrows, 
and to Lieutenant Edward R. McCall, of the brig Enterprize, a 
gold medal, with suitable emblems and deTices ; and a silver me- 
dal, with like emblems and devices, to each of the commissioned 
officers of the aforesaid vessel, in testimony of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of the gallantry and good conduct of the 
officers and crew in the conflict with the British sloop Boxer, on 
the fourth of September, in the year 1813. And the President is 
also requested to communicate to the nearest male relative of 
Lieutenant Burrows, the deep regret which Congress feel for the 
loss of that valuable officer, who died in the arms of victory, nobly 
contending for his country's rights and fame. 



Eesolution 4. — Approved, Jan'y 11, 1814. — Vol. 3, p. 142. 

Resolution relative to the brilliant achievement of Captain James Lawrence, 
in the capture of the British vessel of war, the Peacock. 

That the President of the United States be requested to present 
to the nearest male relative of Captain James Lawrence, a gold 
medal, and a silver medal to each of the commissioned officers who 
served under him in the sloop of war Hornet, in her conflict with 
the British vessel of war, the Peacock, in testimony of the high 
sense entertained by Congress of the gallantry and good conduct 
of the officers and crew in the capture of that vessel ; and the 
President is also requested to communicate to the nearest male 
relative of Captain Lawrence the sense which Congress entertains 
of the loss which the naval service of the United States has since 
sustained in the death of that distinguished officer. 



Eesolution 5.-;-Approved, Feb. 19, 1814. — Yol. 3, p. 142. 

Resolution directing a sword to be presented to the nearest male relation of 
Midshipman John Clark. 

That the President of the United States be requested to pre- 
sent a sword to the nearest male relation of Midshipman John 
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Clark, who was slain gallantly combating the enemy in the glorious 
battle gained on lake Brie, under the command of Captain Perry, 
and to communicate to him the deep regret which Congress feels 
for the loss of that. brave officer. 
\^Approved, February 19, 1814. j 



Chapter 3.— Approved, Nov'r 15, 1814.— Vol. 3, p. 144. 

An Act authorizing the President of the United States to cause to ie built, 
or purchased, the vessels therein described, (a) 

Sec. 1. That, in addition to the present naval establishment, the 
President of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
cause to be built, or purchased, manned, equipped, and officered, 
any number of vessels, not exceeding twenty, which, in his opinion, 
the public service may require, to carry not less than eight, nor 
more than sixteen, guns each. 

[Sec. 2. $600,000 appropriated for procuring and equipping 
the vessels.] 



Chapter 13.— Approved, Dec'r 15, 1814.— Vol. 3, p. 151. 

An Act directing the staff officers of the army to comply with the requisitions 
of naval and marine officers, in certain cases. 

Sec. 1. That it shall be tlie duty of the several officers of 
the staff of the army of the United States, to provide the 
officers, seamen, and marines, of the navy of the United 
States, when acting, or proceeding to act, on shore, in co- 
operation with the land troops, upon the requisition of the 
commanding naval or marine officer of any such detach- 
ment of seamen or marines, under orders to act as aforesaid, 
"with rations, also the officers and seamen with camp equip- 
age, according to the relative rank and station of each, 
and the military regulations in like cases, together with the 
necessary transportation, as well for the men as for their bag- 
gage, provisions, and cannon: provided, nevertheless, that the 

(a) Repealed, chap. 62, see. 5, Feb. 27, 1816, post. p. 204. 
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contract price of rations, wliicli may be furnished, shall be 
reimbursed out of the appropriations for the support of the 
navy. 

Sec. 2. That the respective quartermasters of the army 
shall, upon the requisition of the commanding naval of&cer 
of any such detachment of seamen or marines, furnish the 
said officer, and his necessary aids, with horses, accoutre- 
ments, and forage, during the time they may be employed 
in co-operating with the land troops as aforesaid. 

[Approved, December 15, 1814.] 



Chapter 35.— Approved, Feb'y 7, 1815.— Vol. 3, p. 202. 

An Act to alter and amend the several acts for establishing a navy 
department, hy adding thereto a board of commissioners, (a) 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to appoint three officers of the navy, whose rank shall not 
be below a post captain, who shall constitute a board of commis- 
sioners for the navy of the United States, and shall have power to 
adopt such rules and regulations for the government of their meet- 
ings as they may judge expedient : and the board, so constituted, 
shall be attached to the office of the Secretary of the Navy, and, 
under his superintendence, shall discharge all the ministerial duties 
of said office, relative to the procurement of naval stores and ma- 
terials, and the construction, armament, equipment, and employ- 
ment, of vessels of war, as well as all other matters connected with 
the naval establishment of the United States. And the said board 
shall appoint their own secretary, who shall receive, in compensa- 
tion for his services, a sum not exceeeing two thousand dollars per 
annum, who shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, subject 
at all times to the inspection of the President of the United States 
and the Secretary of the Navy. 

Sec. 2. That the said board of commissioners, by and with the 
consent of the Secretary of the Navy, be, and are hereby, author- 
ized to prepare such rules and regulations as shall be necessary for 
securing an uniformity in the several classes of vessels, and their 
equipments, and for repairing and refitting them, and for securing 
responsibility in the subordinate officers and agents ; which regu- 
lations, when approved by the President of the United States, 

(o) Repealed, see chap. 286, 31 Aug. 1842. 
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shall be respected and obeyed, until altered and revoked by the 
same authority ; and the said rules and regulations, thus prepared 
and approved, shall be laid before Congress at their next session. 
It shall also be the duty of said board, upon the requisition of the 
Secretary of the Navy, to furnish all the estimates of expenditure 
which the several branches of the service may require, and such 
other information and statements as he may deem necessary. 

Sec. 3. That the officer of the said board, holding the oldest 
commission, shall preside, and each commissioner shall be entitled 
to receive, in compensation for his services, three thousand five 
hundred dollars per annum, in lieu of wages, rations, and other 
emoluments, as naval officers ; and all letters and packets, to and 
from the said commissioners, which relate to their official duties, 
shall be free from postage. 

Seo. 4. That nothing in this act shall be construed to take from 
the Secretary of the Navy his control and direction of the naval 
forces of the United States, as now by law possessed. 

^Approved, February Y, 1815.] 



Chapter 62.— Approved, Feb'y 27, 1815.— Vol. 3, p. 217. 

An Act to repeal certain acts concerning the flotilla service, and for other 

purposes. 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the first day of April next, the act 
entitled " An act authorizing the President of the United States 
to cause to be built barges for the defence of the ports and harbors 
of the United States," passed the fifth day of July, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, (a) also an act entitled " An 
act authorizing the appointment of certain officers for the flotilla 
service," passed the sixteenth day of April, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fourteen, (6) shall be repealed and cease 
to be in force. 

Sec. 2. That the barges, and other vessels, composing the flo- 
tilla establishment, (they being first divested of their guns and 
military stores, which are to be carefully preserved,) shall be sold, 
or laid up, under the direction of the President of the United 
States, and the moneys arising therefrom paid into the treasury 
thereof. 

Sec. 3. That all the commissioned and warrant officers, and all 
the privates, who shall be discharged in consequence of the repeal 
of the acts aforesaid, shall be entitled to receive four months' pay, 
over and above what may be due to them, respectively, at the 
time of their discharge. 

(a) Chap. 6, ante, p. 191. (6) Chap. 59, ante, p. 196. 
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Sec. 4. That the President of the TTnited States be, and: he 
hereby is, authorized to cause all the armed vessels thereof on the 
lakes, except such as he may deem necessary to enforce the proper 
execution of the revenue laws, to be sold, or laid up, as he may 
judge most conducive to the public interest ; such vessels being 
first divested of their armament, tackle, and furniture, which are 
to be carefully preserved. 

Sec. 5. That the act entitled " An act authorizing the Presi- 
dent of the United States to cause to be built, or purchased, the 
vessels therein mentioned," passed the fifteenth day of November, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, (a) be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed ; and the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized to cause to be sold such of the vessels 
acquired under the said act as he may deem inexpedient to be re- 
tained in the public service ; and to cause the money arising there- 
from to be paid into the public treasury. 

Sec. 6. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, to cause to be sold, they being first divested of 
their guns and military stores, which are to be carefully preserved, 
such and so many of the gun-boats belonging to the United States 
as, in his judgment, may no longer be necessary to be retained for 
the public service ; and such of the warrant officers and privates, 
as may be discharged in consequence of such sale, shall be entitled 
to receive four months' pay, over and above what may be due to 
them at the time of their discharge. 

l^Approved, February 21, 1815.] 



Chaptek 64.— Approved, Feb'y 27, 1815.— Vol. 3, p. 219. 

An Act io repeal certain acts therein mentioned. 

That the act (b) entitled " An act to authorize the President of 
the United States to accept the services of State troops and of 
volunteers," and the act entitled " An act (c) to authorize the 
raising a corps of sea fencibles," be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 



Chapter 89.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1815.— Yol. 3, p. 229. 

An Act authorizing the purchase of the vessels captured on lake Ghamplain. 

That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to cause to be purchased, the British vessels which 

(o) Ch. 3, ante, p. 201. (6) Ch. 26, 27 Jan. 1815. (c) Ch. 27, 26 July, 1813. 
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were captured on lake Champlain, by the American squadron, on 
the eleventh day of September, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fourteen ; and the amount of the valuation of such captured ves- 
sels, when duly made and returned to the navy department, shall 
be distributed as prize money, among the captors or their heirs. 
l^Approved, March 3, 1815.] 



Chapter 90.— Approved, Maroli 3, 1815.— Vol. S, p. 230. 

An Act for the protection of the commerce of the United States against 
the Algerine cruisers. 

Whereas the Dey of Algiers, on the coast of Barbary, has 
commenced a predatory warfare against the United States — 

That it shall be lawful fully to equip, officer, man, and employ, 
such of the armed vessels of the United States as may be judged 
requisite by the President of the United States, for protecting 
effectually the commerce and seamen thereof on the Atlantic 
Ocean, the Mediterranean, and adjoining seas. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States to instruct the commanders of the respective public vessels 
aforesaid, to subdue, seize, and make prize of all vessels, goods 
and effects, of, or belonging to the Dey of Algiers, or to his sub- 
jects, and to bring or send the same into port, to be proceeded 
against and distributed according to law ; and, also, to cause to be 
done all such other acts of precaution or hostility, as the state of 
war will justify, and may in his opinion require. 

Sec. 3. That, on the application of the owners of private armed 
vessels of the United States, the President of the United States 
may grant them special commissions in the form which he shall 
direct under the seal of the United States ; and such private armed 
vessels, when so commissioned, shall have the like authority for 
subduing, seizing, taking, and bringing into port any Algerine 
vessel, goods, or effects, as the before-mentioned public armed 
vessels may by law have ; and shall therein be subject to the in- 
structions which may be given by the President of the United 
States for the regulation of their conduct ; and their commissions 
shall be revokable at his pleasure. Provided, That before any 
commission shall be granted as aforesaid, the owner or owners of 
the vessels of which the same may be requested, and the com- 
mander thereof for the time being shall give bond to the United 
States, with at least two responsible sureties, not interested in such 
vessel, in the penal sum of seven thousand dollars, or if such ves- 
sel be provided with more than one hundred and fifty men, in the 
penal sum of fourteen thousand dollars, with condition for observ- 
ing the treaties and laws of the United States, and'the instructions 
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which may be given as aforesaid, and also for satisfying all 
damages and injuries which shall be done contrary to the tenor 
thereof by such commissioned vessel, and for delivering up the 
commission when revoked by the President of the United States. 

Sec. 4. That any Algerine vessel, goods, or effects, which may 
be so captured and brought into port, by any private armed vessel 
of the United States, duly commissioned as aforesaid, may be 
adjudged good prize, and thereupon shall accrue to the owners, 
and officers, and men, of the capturing vessel, and shall be distri- 
buted according to the agreement which shall have been made 
between them, or, in failure of such agreement, according to the 
discretion [of] the court having cognizance of the capture. 

[Approved, March 3, 1815.] 



Eesolution 1. — Approved, Oct. 20, 1814. — Vol. 3, p. 245. 

Resolution expressive of the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct of 
Captain Thomas Maodonough, the officers, seamen, marines, and infantry 
serving as marines, on hoard the United States squadron on lake Cham- 
plain. 

That the thanks of Congress be, and the same are hereby, pre- 
sented to Captain Thomas Macdonough, and, through him, to the 
of&cers, petty officers, seamen, marines, and infantry serving as 
marines, attached to the squadron under his command, for the de- 
cisive and splendid victory gained on Lake Champlain, on the 
eleventh of September, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen, over a British squadron of superior force. 

That the President of the United States be requested to cause 
gold medals to be struck, emblematical of the action between the 
two squadrons, and to present them to Captain Macdonough and 
Captain Robert Henley, and also to Lieutenant Stephen Cassin, 
in such manner as may be most honorable to them ; and that the 
President be further requested to present a silver medal, with 
suitable emblems and devices, to each of the commissioned officers 
of the navy and army serving on board, and a sword to each of the 
midshipmen and sailing masters, who so nobly distinguished them- 
selves in that memorable conflict. 

That the President of the United States be requested to present 
a silver medal, with like emblems and devices, to the nearest male 
relative of Lieutenant Peter Gamble, and of Lieutenant John 
Stansbury, and to communicate to them the deep regret which 
Congress feel for the loss of those gallant men, whose names 
ought to live in the recollection and affection of a grateful country. 
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That three months' pay be allowed, exclusively of the common 
allowance, to all petty officers, seamen, marines, and infantry, 
serving as marines, who so gloriously supported the honor of the 
American flag on that memorable day. 

[Approved, October 20, 1814.] 



Eesolution 2.— Approved, Oct. 21, 1814.— Vol. 3, p. 246. 

Resolution expressive of the sense of Congress relative to the victory of the 
Peacock over the Epervier. 

That the President of the United States be requested to pre- 
sent to Captain Lewis Warrington, of the sloop of war Peacock, 
a gold medal, with suitable emblems and devices, and a silver 
medal, with like emblems and devices, to each of the commissioned 
officers, and a sword to each of the midshipmen, and to the sail- 
ing-master, of the said vessel, in testimony of the high sense enter- 
tained by Congress of the gallantry and good conduct of the 
officers and crew, in the action with the British brig Epervier, on 
the twenty-ninth day of April, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, in which action the decisive effect and great 
superiority of the American gunnery were so signally displayed. 



Eesolution 4. — Approved, JSTov'r 3, 1814. — Vol. 3, p. 246. 

Resolution expressive of the sense of Congress relative to the capture of the 
British sloop Reindeer, by the American sloop Wasp. 

That the President of the United States be requested to pre- 
sent to Captain Johnston Blakeley, of the sloop Wasp, a gold 
medal, with suitable devices, and a silver medal, with like devices, 
to each of the commissioned officers, and also a sword to each of 
the midshipmen, and the sailing-master of the aforesaid vessel, in 
testimony of the high sense entertained by Congress of the gal- 
lantry and good conduct of the officers and crew, in the action with 
the British sloop of war Reindeer, on the twenty-eighth of June, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen ; in which 
action determined bravery and cool intrepidity, in nineteen minutes 
obtained a decisive victory, by boarding. 
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Ebsolution 9.— Approved, Feb. 22, 1815.— Yol. 3, p. 249. 

Resolution expressive of the high sense entertained hy Congress of the gal- 
lantry and good conduct of Commodore D. T. Patterson, and Major D. 
CarmicTi, and of the officers, seamen, and marines^ under their command, 
in the defence of New Orleans. 

That Congress entertain a high sense of the valor and good 
conduct of Commodore D. T. Patterson, of the officers, petty 
officers, and seamen, attached to his command, for their prompt 
and efficient co-operation with General Jackson, in the late gallant 
and successful defence of the city of New Orleans, when assailed 
by a powerful British force. 

That Congress entertain a high sense of the valor and good 
conduct of Major Daniel Carmick, of the officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and marines, under his command, in the defence of 
the said city, on the late memorable occasion. 



Chaptbe 21.— Approved, Feb'y 28, 1816.— Vol. 3, p. 254. 

An Act rewarding the officers and crew of the sloop of war Hornet, for the 
capture and destruction of the British sloop of war Penguin. 

That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized, to have distributed, as prize money, to Captain James 
Biddle, of the sloop of war Hornet, his officers and crew, the sum 
of twenty-five thousand dollars, for the capture and destruction of 
the British sloop of war Penguin ; and that the sum of twenty-five 
thousand dollars, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated for the 
purpose aforesaid. 



Chapter 37.— Approved, April 2, 1816.— Vol. 6, p. 160. 

An Act placing certain persons on the list of navy pensioners. 

Seo. 1. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and required to place on the list of navy pensioners, 
.those persons who were wounded at Dartmoor prison, in England, 
in the month of April, 1815 ; also, the widows and children of 
such as were killed, or who died in consequence of wounds received 
there ; and that, in the allowance of pensions to the persons afore- 
said, the regulations established bytlaw, in relation to the placing 
persons on the lis^ of navy pensioners, be observed. 

Sec. 2. That this act shall be construed to take effect from the 
sixth day of April, in the year 1815. 
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Chapter 56.— Approved, April 16, 1816.— Vol. 3, p. 287. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled "An (a) act in relation to the navy 
pension fund." 

1. Proceeds of prize vessels sold, how paid over and distributed. 2. Marshals 
and clerks to settle prize accounts. 3. District attorneys to send state- 
ments of, to Secretary of the Navy. 4. Courts may enforce marshals and 
clerks to fulfil their duties. 5. Allowance to Accountant of the Navy. 7. 
Allowance to invalids may be increased. 

Sec. 1. That, in all cases of prizes, captured by tlie pub- 
lic armed sbips of tbe United States, wbich shall be sold 
under the order of the proper prize court, interlocutory or 
final decree, it shall be the duty of the marshal of the 
United States, making the sale, to pay the proceeds thereof 
into the registry (J) of the proper court, within thirty days 
after such sale shall be made and closed; and, immediately 
upon the payment into the registry of the proceeds as afore- 
said, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court to depo- 
site the same in some bank, to be designated by the judge 
or judges of the court, subject to the order and distribution 
of the court as in other cases; and when the said prizes 
shall have been duly condemned, it shall be the duty of the 
court to direct the share of such prizes, belonging to the 
United States, to be forthwith carried, in the account with 
such bank, to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 
States on account of the navy pension fund; and copies of 
the certificate of such deposite and credit shall be thereupon 
transmitted to the Treasurer of the United States and to the 
Secretary of the Navy, as soon as may be, by the clerk of 
such court ; and the share of such prizes belonging to the 
captors, deposited as aforesaid, shall be paid over (c) to the 
parties entitled, or to their authorized agent, or agents, 
upon the order of the proper court in term, or of the judge 
or judges of such court in vacation. 

(a) 26 Mar. 1804, chap. 48, ante, p. 151. 

(I) Into the treasury in 60 days, 3 Mar. 1849, chap. 103, sec. 8. 
(c) See how prize money is distributed, 23 Apr. 1800, chap. 33, sec 6, ante, 
p. 139, 

14 
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Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the marshals of the 
several districts of the United States, and of the clerks of 
the respective courts of the United States, to state and set- 
tle their respective accounts, in all cases of prizes captured 
as aforesaid, specifying therein all costs and charges taxed, 
claimed, and paid, by them, and to submit the same to the 
proper court having cognizance thereof, for examination 
and allowance, within sixty days after a final adjudication 
of such causes, unless a different time shall be assigned by 
such court; and thereupon, such courts in term, or any 
judge thereof in vacation, may proceed summarily to hear, 
examine, and allow, the same accounts; and, after such 
allowance, one copy of the same accounts shall be filed 
among the records of the court, and another copy shall be 
transmitted, by the clerk of the court, to the Secretary of 
the Navy, within thirty days after the allowance thereof. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be the duty of the district attorneys, 
of the respective districts of the United States, to transmit 
to the Secretary of the Navy a statement of all prizes cap- 
tured as aforesaid, which shall be libelled, condemned, or 
restored, at each term of the district and circuit courts, 
within their respective districts, as soon as may be, after the 
conclusion of each term, and to accompany such list with 
a schedule and invoice of the various articles composing 
the cargoes of such prizes. 

Sec. 4. That the respective courts of the United States, 
before whom a libel against any prizes captured as afore- 
said shall be pending, or by whom a decree of condemnation 
and distribution of such prizes shall have been awarded, 
shall have full power and authority, in the exercise of their 
admiralty ai^d maritime jurisdiction, to issue a monition, 
and other proper process, to compel the marshal and clerk 
to perform and obey the requisitions of this act ; and upon 
the complaint of the United States, or any person interested 
in the premises, summarily to hear and examine the same, 
and to make such award, order, and decree, therein, as to 
justice and law shall .appertain. And if the marshal or clerk 
shall wilfully refuse, or unreasonably neglect, to perform 
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and obey any of tlie requisitions of this act, the party so 
refusing, or neglecting, shall further forfeit and pay, to 
the United States, the sum of five hundred dollars for every 
such refusal or neglect. 

Sec. 5. That there shall be allowed, to the accountant of 
the Navy Department, (a) for his extra services in collect- 
ing, stating, and settling, the accounts of prize money, be- 
longing to the navy pension fund, the annual sum of three 
hundred dollars, to be paid quarter-yearly, out of the navy 
pension fund. 

[Sec. 6. Marshals to pay proceeds of prize vessels into 
court.] (6) 

Sec. 7. That, in cases where the allowance of the half 
monthly pay, which may now be granted, by law, to officers, 
seamen, and marines, disabled in the service of the United 
States, shall, in the opinion of the commissioners of the 
navy pension fund, (c) from the nature and extent of the 
disability, and the situation of the party disabled, be inad- 
equate to his necessary subsistence, the said commissioners, 
shall be, and hereby are, authorized, in their discretion,, to. 
increase such allowance to any sum not exceeding the full 
amount of the monthly pay to which the party so disabled, 
was by law entitled in the said service.. 

[^Approved, April 16, 1816. J 



Chapter 65.— Approved, April 20, 1816.— Vol. 3, p. 295.. 

An Act respecting the late officers and crew of the sloop of war Wasp. 

Whereas, there is reason to apprehend that the sloop of war 
Wasp, an armed ship of the United States, and lately commanded 
by Captain Johnston Blakeley, is lost : 

Sec. 1. That there be allowed and paid to the representatives 
of Captain Johnston Blakeley, and of each of the officers and 
crew aforesaid, as is hereinafter directed, twelve months' wages ; 
and that there be paid to the aforesaid representatives, and to the 
survivors of said officers and crew, if such there be, the sum of 

(a) This office abolished, 3 Mar. 1817, chap. 45, sec. 1. 
(J) Into the Treasury, by 3 Mar. 1849, chap. 103, sec. 8. 
(c) See chap. 194, July 10, 1832. 
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fifty thousand dollars, to be distributed as prize money for the 
capture and destruction, by said sloop of war, of the British armed 
vessels Reindeer and Avon. " , 

Sec. 2. That the distribution of said wages and compensation 
shall be as follows, viz : one-third to the vi^idow, and two-third 
parts to the children of the deceased ; and in case there be no 
child, the whole to the widow ; and if there be no widow, then to 
the child or children ; and if there be neither widow nor child, 
then to the parent or parents ; and if there be no parent, then to 
the brothers and sisters ; and if there be neither brother nor sister, 
then such share or shares not claimed as aforesaid, shall be and 
remain part of the navy pension fund ; and the sums aforesaid 
shall be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated : propided, that in all cases in which there shall be 
only one child, the widow shall have an equal share with the 
child. 

Sec. 3. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and required to appoint a prize agent, (a) whose duty 
it shall be to disburse the moneys aforesaid, or to refund any 
balance thereof, under such rules and regulations as the said Sec- 
retary may prescribe ; and that all moneys not claimed by virtue 
of this act within two years from the day when said sums shall be 
put at the disposal of the said prize agent, shall be deemed and 
held a part of the navy pension fund. 

[^Approved, April 20, 1816.] 



Chapter 79.— Approved, April 26, 1816.— Vol. 3, p. 301. 

An Act rewarding the officers and crew of the Constitution for the capture 
of the British sloop of war Levant. 

That the President of the TJnited States be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to have distributed as prize money, to Captain Charles 
Stewart, late of the frigate Constitution, his officers and crew, the 
sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, for the capture of the British 
sloop of war Levant ; and that the sum of twenty-five thousand 
dollars, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropria- 
ted, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated for the purpose 
aforesaid. 

(a) Office abolished, 3 Mar. 1849, chap. 103, see. 8. 
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Chapter 1.19.— Approved, April 27, 1816.— Vol. 3, p. 315. 

An Act providing for the distribution of one hundred thousand dollars 
among the captors of the Algerine vessels captured and restored to the Dey 
of Algiers. 

That the sum of one hundred thousand dollars be, and the same 
is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the trea- 
sury not otherwise appropriated, and distributed in the same pro- 
portions and under the same regulations as prize money is now by 
law directed to be distributed, among the captors of the Algerine 
vessels, captured by the American squadron, under the command 
of Commodore Decatur, and afterwards restored to the Dey of 
Algiers. 



Chapter 124.— Approved, April 27, 1816.— Vol. 6, p. 171. 

An Act for the relief of George T. Ross, Daniel T. Patterson, and the 
officers and men lately under their command. 

[$50,000, accruing to United States from forfeiture of vessels 
captured at Barrataria, relinquished to the captors. ] 

[By an act of 22 Feb. 181*7, chap. 14, the Secretaries of War 
and Navy authorized to draw this money, and appoint agents to 
disburse it, &c.] 



Chapter 138.— Approved, April 29, 1816.— Vol. 3, p. 321. 

An Act for the gradual increase of the navy of the United States. 

Sec. 1. (ffl) That, for the gradual increase of the navy of the 
United States, the sum of one million of dollars per annum, for 
eight years, is hereby appropriated, including the sum of two hun- 
dred thousand dollars per annum, for three years, or the unex- 
pended balance thereof, appropriated by an act approved on the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, enti- 
tled "An act (6) concerning the naval establishment." 

Seo. 2. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause to be built, nine ships, to rate not less 
than seventy-four guns each, and twelve ships, to rate not less than 

(a) This section repealed by act of 3 Mar. 1821, chap. 47, and $500,000 annu-. 
ally, for six years appropriated instead. 

(b) Chap. 82, vol. iii, p. 226. 



214 Fourteenth Congeess, First Session. 

forty-four guns each, including one seventy-four and three forty- 
four gun ships, authorized to be built by an act, bearing date on the 
second day of January, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, 
entitled "An act (a) to increase the navy of the United States ;" 
and, in carrying this act into effect, the President shall be, and he 
is hereby, authorized, as soon as the timber and other necessary 
materials are procured, and the timber properly seasoned, to cause 
the said ships to be built and equipped ; or if, in his judgment, it 
will more conduce to the public interest, he may cause the said 
ships to be framed and remain on the stocks, and kept in the best 
state of preservation, to be prepared for service in the shortest 
time practicable, when the public exigency may require them. (6) 

Sec. 3. That, for the defence of the ports and harbors of the 
United States, the President shall be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to cause to be procured the steam engines, and all the imperisha- 
ble materials necessary for building and equipping three steam 
batteries, on the most approved plan, and best calculated for the 
waters in which they are to act: and such materials shall be 
secured in the best manner, to ensure the completing such batteries 
in the shortest time practicable, when they, or either of them, in 
the opinion of the President, may be required for the public ser- 
vice ; and the President is further authorized to cause to be com- 
pleted, and kept in the best state of preservation, the block ship 
now on the stocks near New Orleans. 

Sec. 4. That the moneys appropriated by this act shall not be 
transferred to any other object of expenditure, nor shall any part 
thereof be carried to the fund denominated the "surplus fund." 

\_Approved, April 29, 1816.] 



Eesolution 3.— Approved, Feb. 22, 1816.— Vol. 3, p. 341. 

Resolution requesting the President to present medals to Captain Stewart 
and the officers of the frigate Constitution. 

That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
requested to present to Captain Charles Stewart, of the frigate 
Constitution, a gold medal, with suitable emblems and devices, and 
a silver medal, with suitable emblems and devices, to each commis- 
sioned officer of the said frigate, in testimony of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of the gallantry, good conduct, and ser- 
vices, of Captain Stewart, his officers and crew, in the capture of 
the British vessels of war, the Cyane and the Levant, after a brave 
and skilful combat. 

(a) Chap. S,ante, p. 179. 

(b) The President authorized, by act of 17 May, 1826, chap. 64, to suspend 
the building of one of the vessels authorized, by this act, and to cause the tim- 
ber for the same to be laid up and secured. 
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Eesolution 4.— Approved, Feb. 22, 1816.— Vol. 3, p. 341. 

Resolution requesting the President to present meddls to Captain James 
Middle, and the officers of the sloop of war Hornet. 

That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
requested to present to Captain James Biddle, of the sloop of war 
Hornet, a gold medal, with suitable emblems and devices, and a 
silver medal, with suitable emblems and devices, to each commis- 
sioned of&cer of the said sloop of war, in testimony of the high 
sense entertained by Congress, of the gallantry, good conduct, and 
services, of Captain Biddle, his oflacers and crew, in capturing the 
British sloop of war Penguin, after a brave and skilful combat. 



Eesolution 6.— Approved, April 27, 1816.— Vol. 3, p. 342. 

[This resolution directs the publication by the Secretary of 
State of the Official Register, known as the Blue Book; and the 
2d section requires the " Secretary of the Navy to subjoin to the 
list of the persons employed in his department, the names, force 
and condition of all the ships and vessels belonging to the United 
States, and when and where built."] 



Chapter 13.— Approved, Feb'y 22, 1817.— Vol. 3, p. 345. 

An Act to repeal the second section of an act, entitled "An act concern- 
ing the pay of officers, seamen, and marines, in the navy of the United 
States." 

That the second section of an act, entitled "An act (a) con- 
cerning the pay of the officers, seamen, and marines, in the Navy 
of the United States," passed the eighteenth of April, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 



Chaptee 22.— Approved, MarcL. 1, 1817.— Vol. 3, p. 347. 

An Act (J) making reservation of certain public lands to supply timber for 
navai purposes. 

Sec. 1. That tlie Secretary of the Navy be authorized, 
and it shall be his duty, under the direction of the President 

(a) Chap. 84, ante, p. 199. 

(J) The President to preserve, 3 Mar. 1827, chap. 94, sec. 3, and 23 Feb. 1822, 
cbap. 9- 
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of the United States, to cause sucli vacant and nnappropri- 
ated lands of the United States, as produce the lire oak and 
red cedar timbers, to be explored, and selection to be made, 
of such tracts or portions thereof, where the principal 
growth is of either of the said timbers, as, in his judgment, 
may be necessary to furnish for the navy a sufficient supply 
of the said timbers. The said Secretary shall have power 
to employ such agent, or agents, and surveyor, (a) as he raay 
deem, necessary for the aforesaid pur'pose, who shall report to 
him the tracts by them selected, with the boundaries ascer- 
tained, and accurately designated, by actual survey or water 
courses, which report shall be laid before the President, 
which he may approve or reject, in whole or in part ; and 
the tracts of lands, thus selected, with the approbation of 
the President, shall be reserved, unless otherwise (5) directed 
by law, from any future sale of the public lands, and be 
appropriated to the sole purpose of supplying timber for 
the navy of the United States: provided, that nothing in 
this section contained shall be construed to prejudice the 
rights of any person or persons claiming lands which may 
be reserved as aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. That, if any person, or persons, shall cut any tim- 
ber on the lands reserved as aforesaid, or shall remove, or 
be employed in removing, timber from the same, unless 
duly authorized so to do by order of a competent officer, 
and for the use of the navy of the United States ; or, if any 
person, or persons, shall cut any live oak or red cedar tim- 
ber on, or remove, (c) or be employed in removing from; any 
other public lands of the United States, with intent to dis- 
pose of the same for transportation to any port or place 
within the United States, or for exportation to any foreign 
country, such person, or persons, so offending, and being 
thereof duly convicted before any court having competent 
jurisdiction, shall pay a fine not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding six months. 

(a) SurveyorB only to perform this duty, by chap. 136, 1820. 
(J) For cedar lands, see 3 Mar. 1853, chap. 153. 
(c) And see 2 Mar. 1831, chap. 66. 
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Sec. 3. That, if the master, owner, or consignee, of any 
ship or vessel, shall knowingly take on board any timber 
cut on lands reserved as aforesaid, without proper authority, 
and for the use of the navy, or shall take on board any live 
oak or red cedar timber, cut on any other lands of the 
United States, with intent to transport the same to any port 
or place within the United States, or to export the same to 
any foreign country, the ship or vessel, on board of which 
the same shall be seized, shall, with her tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, be wholly forfeited. 

Sec. 4. That if any timber as aforesaid shall, contrary to 
the prohibitions of this act, be exported to any foreign 
country, the ship or vessel, in which the same shall have 
been exported, shall be liable to forfeiture, and the captain 
or master of such ship or vessel shall forfeit and pay a sum 
not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 5. That all penalties and forfeitures, incurred for 
taking on board, transporting, or exporting, timber, by force 
of this act, shall be sued for, recovered, and distributed, and 
accounted for, in the manner prescribed by the act, entitled 
" An act (a) to regulate the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage," and shall be mitigated, or remitted, in the 
manner prescribed by the act, entitled " An act (6) to pro- 
vide for mitigating, or remitting, the forfeitures, penalties, 
and disabilities, accruing in certain cases therein men- 
tioned." 

[Approved, March 1, 1811.] 

See 23 Feb. 1822, chap. 9. 



Chaptee 24.— Approved, March 1, 1817.— Yol. 3, p. 350. 

An Act supplementary to an act, entitled " An act concerning the naval 
establishment," 

Sec. 1. That every purser, now in the service, or who 
may hereafter be appointed, shall, instead of the bond re- 
quired by the act to which this is a supplement, enter into 

(«; Chap. 22, 1799, vol. i, p. 627. (6) Chap. 13, 1797, vol. i, p. 596. 
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bond, -witli two or more sufficient sureties, in the penalty of 
twenty-five thousand dollars, conditioned for the faithful 
discharge of all his duties as purser in the navy of the 
United States, which said sureties shall be approved by the 
judge, or attorney, of the United States for the district in 
which such purser shall reside. 

Sec. 2. That, from and after the first day of May next, no 
person shall act in the character of purser, who shall not 
enter into bond as aforesaid, excepting pursers on distant 
service, who shall not remain in service longer than two 
months after their return to the United States, unless they 
shall comply with the provisions of the first section of this 
act. 

^Approved, March 1, ISl^.J 

See ch. 47, sec. 6, 3 Mar. 1812; and ch. 206, 26 Aug. 1842. 



Chaptee 45.— Approved, March 3, 1817.— Vol. 3, p. 366. 

An Act to provide for the prompt settlement of puhlie accounts. 

2. All accounts to he settled in the treasury department, after 3d of March, 
1817. 4. Duty of the 4th auditor. 5. Further duties of the auditors. 6. 
Auditors to report to the secretary of the treasury. 9. Duty of the second 
comptroller. 10. First comptroller to superintend the recovery of all 
dehts. 11. Second section of the act of 3d of March, 1797, extended to the 
war and navy departments. 12. Auditors empowered to administer oaths. 
13. Secretary of the treasury to cause all accounts of public money to be 
settled within the year, except, &c. First comptroller to lay before Con- 
gress, annually, a list of officers failing to make settlement, &c. 14. The 
comptroller to distinguish between balances, Ac. Comptroller not required 
to include balances where debtors have been reported insolvent three suc- 
cessive years. 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the third day of March next, the 
offices of accountant and additional accountant o:f the department 
of war, (a) the office of accountant of the navy, and the office of 
superintendent (6) general of military supplies, be, and they are 
hereby, abolished. 

Sec. 2. That, from and after the said third day of March 
next, all claims and demands whatever, by the United 
States, or against them, and all accounts whatever, in which 

(a) Established by 16 July, 1798, chap. 85, ante, p. 103. 
(J>) Established 3 Mar. 1813, chap. 48, vol. ii, p. 816. 
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the United States are concerned, either as debtors or as 
creditors, shall be settled and adjusted in the treasury de- 
partment. 

[Sec. 3. Four auditors and one comptroller additional in the 
treasury department.] 

Sec. 4. And it shall be the duty of the fourth auditor to 
receive all accounts accruing in the navy department, or 
relative thereto ; and the second, third, and fourth auditors 
aforesaid, shall examine the accounts respectively, and 
certify the balance, and transmit the accounts, with the 
vouchers and certificate, to the second comptroller, for his 
decision thereon. 

Sec. 5. That it shall be the duty of the auditors, charged 
with the examination of the accounts of the war and navy 
departments, to keep all accounts of the receipts and expen- 
ditures of the public money, in regard to those departments, 
and of all debts due to the United States on moneys ad- 
vanced relative to those departments ; to receive from the 
second comptroller the accounts which shall have been 
finally adjusted, and to preserve such accounts, with their 
vouchers and certificates, and to record all warrants drawn 
by the secretaries of those departments, the examination of 
the accounts of which has been assigned to them by the 
preceding section. And it shall be the duty of the said 
auditors to make such reports on the business assigned to 
them, as the secretaries of the war and navy departments 
may deem necessary, and require, for the services of those 
departments. 

Sec. 6. That the said auditors shall, annually, on the first 
Monday in November, report to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, the application of the money appropriated for the 
military and naval departments for the preceding year, 
which shall be laid before Congress, by him, with the 
annual statement of the public expenditure. 

[Sec. T. (a) The treasurer to disburse all money ordered for the 
use of the war and navy departments, &c.] 

(a) This section repealed, 7 May, 1822, chap. 90. 
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[Sec. 8. This section has no reference to the business of the 
navy department.] 

Sec. 9. That it sliall be the duty of the second comptrol- 
ler to examine all accounts settled by the second, third, and 
fourth auditors, and certify the balances arising thereon to 
the secretary of the department in which the expenditure 
has been incurred ; to countersign all "warrants (a) drawn by 
the secretaries of the war and navy departments, which 
shall be warranted by law ; to report to the said secretaries 
the official forms to be issued in the different offices for dis- 
bursing tfle public money in those departments, and the 
manner and form of keeping and stating the accounts of the 
persons employed therein ; and it shall also be his duty to 
superintend the preservation of the public accounts, subject 
to his revision. 

Sec. 10. That it shall be the duty of the first comptroller 
to superintend the recovery of all debts to the United 
States ; to direct suits and legal proceedings, and to take 
all such measures, as may be authorized by the laws, to 
enforce prompt payment of all debts due to the United 
States. 

Sec. 11. That the provision contained in the second sec- 
tion of the act, passed the third March, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-seven, entitled " An (6) act to provide 
more effectually for the settlement of accounts between the 
United States and receivers of public money," which directs 
that, in every case where suits have been, or shall be insti- 
tuted, a transcript from the books and proceedings of the 
treasury, certified by the register, shall be admitted as 
evidence, be extended, in regard to the accounts of the war 
and navy departments, to the auditors respectively charged 
with the examination of those accounts, and that certificates, 
signed by them, shall be of the same effect as that directed 
to be signed by the register. 

Sec. 12. That the auditors of the public accounts shall be 
empowered to administer oaths, or affirmations, to witnesses, 

(a) Same by 1 May, 1822, chap. 90, sec. 3. 
(6) Chap. 20. 
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in any case in wliicli they may deem it necessary for the 
due examination of the accounts with which they shall be 
charged, (a) 

Sec. 13. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to cause all accounts of the expenditure of public 
money to be settled within the year, except where the dis- 
tance of the places, where such expenditure occurs, may be 
such as to make further time necessary; and, in respect to 
expenditures at such places, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the assent of the President, shall establish fixed pe'riods 
at which a settlement shall be required. And it shall be 
the duty of the first comptroller to lay before Congress, 
annually, during the first week of their session, a list of 
such officers as shall have failed in that year to make the 
settlement required by law. 

Sec. 14. That, in the annual statement of all accounts, on 
which balances appear to have been due more than three 
years, which the comptroller is now required by law to 
make, he shall hereafter distinguish those accounts, the 
balances appearing on which shall, in his opinion, be owing 
to difliculties of form, which he may think it equitable, 
shall be removed by an act of Congress ; and where the 
debtors, by whom such balances shall have been due more 
than three years, shall be insolvent, and have been reported 
to Congress for three successive years as insolvent, the 
comptroller shall not be required, in such case, to continue 
to include such balances in the statement above-mentioned. 

[Sec. 15. Salary of the second comptroller and auditors $3,000 
per annum.] 

[Sec. 16. Letters, &c., to and from the second comptroller and 
auditors, free.] 

^Approved, March 3, 1811.] 

(a) Swearing or afBrming falsely, touching the disbursement of public mo- 
ney, or in support of any claim against the United States, punishable as wilful 
perjury, by act of 1 Mar. 1823. 
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Chapter 55.— Approved, March 3, 1817.— Vol. 3, p. 369. 

An Act for the relief of the widows and orphans of the officers, seamen, and 
marines, who were lost in the United States' brig Epervier. 

That the widows, if any such there be, and in case there be no 
widow, the child or children, if there be no child, then to the 
parents or parent, and if there be no parent, then to the brothers 
and sisters, of the officers, seamen, and marines, who were in the 
service of the United States, and lost in the brig -Epervier, shall 
be entitled to, and receive, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, a sum equal to six months' pay, of their 
respective deceased relatives aforesaid, in addition to the pay due 
to the said deceased on the fourteenth day of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, to which day the arrears of pay due the 
deceased shall be allowed and paid by the accounting officers of 
the navy department. 



Chapter 60.— Approved, March 3, 1817.— Vol. 3, p. 373. 

An Act to amend and explain an "Act (a) giving pensions to the orphans and 
widoios of persons slain in the public or private armed vessels of the 
United States." (6) 

That if any officer, seaman, or marine, belonging to the navy 
of the United States, shall die, or shall have died, since the 
eighteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, in consequence of disease contracted, or 
casualties or injuries received, while in the line of his duty, and 
which shall be satisfactorily proved to the commissioners of the 
navy pension fund, leaving a widow, or, if no widow, a child or 
children, under sixteen years of age, such widow, or, if no widow, 
such child or children, shall be entitled to receive half the monthly 
pay to which the deceased was entitled at the time of his death, 
which allowance shall continue for the term of five years ; but, in 
case of the death or intermarriage of such widow, before the 
expiration of the said term of five years, the half pay, for the 
remainder of the term, shall go to the child or children of the de- 
ceased : provided, that such half pay shall cease on the death of 
such child or children. And the money required for this purpose 
shall be paid out of the navy pension fund, under the direction of 
the commissioners of that fund. 

(a) 4 Mar. 1814, chap. 20, ante, p. 193. 

(6) Repealed by act of 22 Jan. 1824 ; but rights under it are reserved. 
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Chapter 65.— Approved, March 3, 1817.— Vol. 3, p. 376. 

An Act to fix the peace establishment of the marine corps. 

Sec. 1. That the peace establishment of the marine corps shall 
consist of the following of&cers, non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates, viz : one lieutenant colonel commandant, nine 
captains, twenty-four first lieutenants, sixteen second lieutenants, 
one adjutant and inspector, one paymaster, and one quartermaster, 
to be taken from the said captains and lieutenants, seventy-three 
corporals, ibrty-two drums and fifes, and seven hundred and fifty 
privates. 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United States cause the pro- 
visions of this act to be carried into effect on the first day of April 
next, or as soon thereafter as circumstances will admit, and cause 
any supernumerary officers to be discharged from the service of 
the United States ; and to all persons so discharged, there shall 
be paid three months' additional pay. 

Sec. 3. That the President of the United States may, in the 
recess of -the Senate, appoint any of the officers authorized by this 
act, which appointments shall be submitted to the Senate, at their 
next session, for their advice and consent, (a) 



Ghaptek 96.— Approved, March 3, 1817.— Vol. 3, p. 390. 

An Act supplementary to an act, entitled "An act further to amend the 
several acts for the establishment and regulation of the Treasury, War, 
and Navy departments." 

That nothing contained in the act of the third of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and nine, entitled "An act further to 
amend the several acts for the establishment and regulation of the 
treasury, war, and navy departments," shall be construed to au- 
thorize the President of the United States to direct any sum 
appropriated to fortifications, arsenals, armories, custom-houses, 
docks, navy yards, or buildings of any sort, or to munitions of war, 
or to the pay of the army or navy, to be applied to any other 
object of public expenditure. (&) 

(a) See 16 Apr. 1814, chap. 58; chap. 132, 30 June, 1834, Slq. 
(6) See chap. 28, sec. 1, 3 Mar. 1809; chap. 2, see. 2, 16 Mar. 1818; and chap. 
52, 1 May, 1820. 
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Chapter 3-i.— Approved, April 4, 1818.— Vol. 3, p. 415. 

An Act to establish the flag of the XJnited States. 

Sec. 1. That from and after the fourth day of July next, 
the flag of the United States be thirteen horizontal stripes, 
alternate red and white ; the union be twenty stars, white 
in a blue field. 

Sec. 2. That, on the admission of every new State into 
the Union, one star be added to the union of the flag; and 
that such addition shall take effect on the fourth day of 
July then next succeeding such admission, (a) 



Chapter 58.— Approved, April 14, 1818.— Vol. 3, p. 425. 

An Act to repeal part of the act, entitled "An act to provide for surveying 
the coasts of the United States." 

Sec. 1. That so much of the third section of the act, passed the 
tenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and seven, 
entitled "An act (6) to provide for surveying the coasts of the 
United States," as authorizes the employment of other persons in 
the execution of said act, than the persons belonging to the army 
and navy, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, (c) 

Sec. 2. That all instruments and property of the United States, 
and all surveys, draughts, notes, charts, maps, and documents, in 
any wise belonging to the survey of the coasts, be deposited in 
such place as the President of the United States shall direct. 

See Apr. 14, 1818, chap. 58; and June 17, 1844, chap. 31. 



Chapter 65.— Approved, April 16, 1818.— Vol. 3, p. 427. 

An Act in addition to "An act giving pensions to the orphans and widows 
of persons slain in the public or private armed vessels of the United 
States." {d) 

Sec 1, That, in every case where a person has been put on the 
pension list, or granted a certificate of pension, by virtue of the 

(a) See chap. 1, 13 Jan. 1794, ante, p. 82. 

(6) Chap. 8, ante, p. 158. 

(c) Revived hy 10 July, 1832, chap. 132. 

(rf) Extended for the further term of five years, by act of 9 Apr. 1824. 
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first section of an act, passed the fourth day of March, in the year 
eighteen hundred and fourteen, entitled " An act (a) giving pen- 
sions to the orphans and widows of persons slain in the public or 
private armed vessels of the United States,'' the Secretary of the 
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized, at the expiration of the 
term of five years, for which any pension certificate shall have been 
granted as aforesaid, to allow the full monthly pension to which 
the rank of the deceased would have entitled him for the highest 
rate of disability, and that such pension shall Continue to such 
person for the further term of five years, (6) provided that such 
pension shall cease on the death of such widow, child, or children. 

Sec. 2. That if any officer, seaman, or marine, shall have died 
since the eighteenth day of June, in the year eighteen hundred and 
twelve, in consequence of an accident or casualty, which occurred 
while in the line of his duty on board a private armed vessel, 
leaving a widow, or, if no widow, a child or children under sixteen 
years of age, the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to place such widow, child, or children, on the pension 
list, and allow to such widow, child, or children, the same monthly 
pension as if the deceased had died by reason of wounds received 
in the line of his duty: provided, that all moneys paid by virtue 
of this act shall be paid out of the privateer pension fund, and no 
other. 

[Approved, April 16, 1818. J 



Chapter 88.— Approved, April 20, 1818.— Vol. 3, p. 447. 

An Act (c) in addition to the "Act for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States," and to repeal the acts therein m,entioned. 

1. Fine $2,000 and imprisonment for citizens \ecepting commissions within 
the United States, &,c., to serve foreign states. 2. For any person in the 
United States, enlisting others, &c., to serve a foreign state, &o. 3. Fit- 
ting out, or attempting to fit out. The vessel, &c., forfeited. Half to 
informer. 4. For citizens fitting out or arming, &c., or aiding. To be 

(a) Chapter 20, ante, p. 193. 

(6) Continued from time to time. 

(c) This act re-enacts the acts of 1794, chap. 50; 1797, chap. 68; and of 1817, 
chap. 58, with some addition, and by adding the words "colony, district or 
people." 7 Wheat. 489, the Gran Para. 

The object of the laws was to put an end to the slave trade, and to prevent 
the Introduction of slaves from foreign countries. 11 Peters, 73, United States 
vs. the ship Garonne ; United States vs. Skiddy. 

Slaves of Louisiana taken by their owners to France in 1835, and brought 
back with their own consent, is not a case within the acts. 11 Peters, 73, 
United States vs. Skiddy. 

15 
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tried where apprehended or first brought. 5. Augmenting in the United 
States the force of foreign armed vessels. 6. Setting on foot within the 
United States any military expedition against a friendly power. 7. Dis- 
trict courts to have cognizance of. 8. The President may employ the 
forces or the militia, for suppressing such expeditions. 9. May employ 
the forces, or the militia, to compel the departure of vessels. 10. Owners, 
Ac, of armed vessels sailing to give bond not to commit hostilities, &c. 
11. Collectors to detain vessels built for warlike purposes and about to 
depart, when probably they are intended against a friendly power. 12. 
5th June, 179i, chap. 60; 14th June, 1797, chap. 1; 24th April, 1800, chap. 
35 ; and 3d March, 1817, chap. 68, repealed. 13. Not to prevent the pun- 
ishment of treason, ic. 

Sec. 1. That if any citizen of tlie United States shall, 
within the territory or jurisdiction thereof, accept and ex- 
ercise a commission to serve a foreign prince, state, colony, 
district or people, in war, by land or by sea, against any 
prince, state, colony, district or people, with whom the 
United States are at peace, the person so offending shall be 
deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined 
not more than two thousand dollars, and shall be imprisoned 
not exceeding three years. 

Sec. 2. That if any person shall, within the territory or 
jurisdiction of the United States, enlist or enter himself, or 
hire or retain another person to enlist or enter himself, or 
to go beyond the limits or jurisdiction of the United States 
with intent to be enlisted or entered in the service of any 
foreign prince, state, colony, district or people, as a soldier, 
or as a marine or seaman, on board of any vessel of war, 
letter of marque, or privateer, every person so offending 
shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be 
fined not exceeding one thousand dollars, and be impri- 
soned not exceeding three years: provided, that this act 
shall not be construed to extend to any subject or citizen of 
any foreign prince, state, colony, district or people, who 
shall transiently be within the United State's, and shall on 
board of any vessel of war, letter of marque, or privateer, 
which, at the time of its arrival within the United States, 
was fitted and equipped as such, enlist or enter himself, or 
hire or retain another subject or citizen of the same foreign 
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prince, state, colony, district or people, (a) vrho is transiently 
within the United States, to enlist or enter himself to serve 
such foreign prince, state, colony, district or people, on 
board such vessel of war, letter of marque, or privateer, if 
the United States shall then be at peace with such foreign 
prince, state, colony, district or people. 

Sec. 3. That if any person shall, within the limits of the 
United States, fit out and arm, or attempt (6) to fit out and 
arm, or procure to be fitted out and armed, or shall know- 
ingly be concerned in the furnishing, fitting out, or (c) arm- 
ing of any ship or vessel with intent (c^ that such ship or 

(a) The intent must be a fixed one and not contingent, and formed within 
the United States, and before the vessel leaves the United States, i Peters, 
445, 446, United States vs. Quinoy. 3 Dal. 307, Moodie vs. the Alfred. 

The law does not prohibit the sailing of armed vessels belonging to our citi- 
zens, out of our ports, on bond, &c., that they will not be employed to commit 
hostilities against powers at peace with us. 6 Peters, 466, Johnson, J. 

The indictment charged the fitting out of the Bolivar with intent that she 
should be employed in the service of a foreign people, that is to say, in the 
service of the United Provinces of Eio de la Plata; held, that although the 
United Provinces were recognized by the United States, that the charge, under 
the inuendo, was sufficiently laid. 6 Peters, 445, 467, United States vs. Quincy. 

(b) An efibrt to fit out will satisfy the law. 6 Peters, 445, 464. 

The vessel was fitted out and repaired at Baltimore, and with some warlike 
munitions, on bond given, sailed for St. Thomas, where she was fully armed' 
and cruised under a Buenos Ayrean commission. This was held to be aoi 
attempt: 6 Peters, 445, United States vs. Quincy. 

(c) Either will constitute the oifence : 6 Peters, 445, 464, United States vs. 
Quincy. It is not necessary to charge the fitting and arming. 

The owner is liable under the act, if he authorized and superintended the 
fitting and arming without being personally present. 

It is not essential that the fitment should have been completed. It is not 
necessary that even equipment of a slave voyage should have been taken on 
board in the port of the United States. In this case, part of the equipment of 
the General Winder for a slaving voyage were shipped on another vessel for 
St. Thomas, and then transhipped to the General Winder. 

The particulars of the fitting out need not be set out in the indictment; they 
are minute acts, incapable of exact specification : 473, 475. 

The indictment should allege that the vessel was built, fitted, Ac., within 
the jurisdiction of the United States: 476, 477. And "with intent to employ 
the vessel" in the slave trade; and alleging that "the intent" was "that the 
vessel should be employed in the slave trade" was not sufficient, 476: 12 
Wheat. 460, United States vs. Gooding; and see notes to 20 Apr. 1818, chap. 
91, vol. iii, p. 460. 

(d) Although the arms and ammunition were cleared as cargo, and the men 
enlisted as for a mercantile voyage: 7 Wheat. 471, 486; the Gran Para. 
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vessel shall be employed in the service of any foreign 
prince or state, (a) or of any colony, district or people, to 
cruise or commit hostilities against the subjects, citizens or 
property of any foreign prince or state, or of any colony, 
district or people, (6) with whom the United States are at 
peace, or shall issue or deliver a commission within the 
territory or jurisdiction of the United States, for any ship 
or vessel, to the intent that she may be employed as afore 
said, every person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a 
high misdemeanor, and shall be fined not more than ten 
thousand dollars, and imprisoned not more than three 
years ; and every such ship or vessel, with her tackle, appa- 
rel and furniture, together with all materials, arms, ammu- 
nition and stores, which may have been procured for the 
building and equipment thereof, shall be forfeited ; one-half 
to the use of the informer, and the other half to the use of 
the United States. 

Sec. 4. That if any citizen or citizens of the United States 
shall, without the limits thereof, fit out and arm, or attempt 
to fit out and arm, or procure to be fitted out and armed, 
or shall knowingly aid or be concerned in the furnishing, 
fitting out, or arming, any private ship or vessel of war, or 
privateer, with intent that such ship or vessel shall be em- 
ployed to cruise, or commit hostilities, upon the citizens of 
the United States, or their property, or shall take the com- 
mand of, or enter on board of any such ship or vessel, for 
the intent aforesaid, or shall purchase any interest in any 
such ship or vessel, with a view to share in the profits 
thereof, such person, so offending, shall be deemed guilty 
of a high misdemeanor, and fined not more than ten thou- 
sand dollars, and imprisoned not more than ten years; and 
the trial for such offence, if committed without the limits of 
the United States, shall be in the district in which the 
offender shall be apprehended or first brought. 

Sec. 5. That if any person shall, within the territory or 
jurisdiction of the United States, increase or augment, or 

(a) That is, a government acknowledged by the United States : 6 Peters, 467. 
(6) Note 2, sec. 2. 
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procure to be increased or augmented, or shall knowingly 
be concerned in increasing or augmenting, the force of any 
sbip of war, cruiser, or other armed vessel, which, at the 
time of her arrival within the United States, was a ship of 
war, or cruiser, or armed vessel, in the service of any for- 
eign prince or state, or of any colony, district or people, or 
belonging to the subjects or citizens of any such prince or 
state, colony, district, or people, the same being at war with 
any foreign prince or state, or of any colony, district, or 
people, with whom the United States are at peace, by add- 
ing to the number of the guns of such vessel, or by chang- 
ing those on board of her for guns of a larger calibre, or by 
the addition thereto of any equipment solely applicable to 
war, every person so offending, shall be deemed guilty of a 
high misdemeanor, shall be fined not more than one thou- 
sand dollars, and be imprisoned not more than one year. 

Sec. 6. That if any person shall, within the territory or 
jurisdiction of the United States, begin or set on foot, or 
provide or prepare the means for, any military expedition 
or enterprise, to be carried on from thence against the ter- 
ritory or dominions of any foreign prince or state, or of any 
colony, district or people, with whom the United States 
are [at] peace, every person, so offending, shall be deemed 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined not ex- 
ceeding three thousand dollars, and imprisoned not more 
than three years. 

Sec. 7. That the district courts shall take cognizance of 
complaints, by whomsoever instituted, in cases of captures 
made within the waters of the United States, or within a 
marine league of the coasts or shores thereof. 

Sec. 8. That in every case in which a vessel shall be fit- 
ted out and armed, or attempted to be fitted out and armed, 
or in which the force of any vessel of war, cruiser, or other 
armed vessel, shall be increased or augmented, or in which 
any military expedition or enterprise shall be begun or set 
on foot, contrary to the provisions and prohibitions of this 
act; and in every case of the capture of a ship or vessel 
within the jurisdiction or protection of the United States as 
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before defined, and in every case in which any process issu- 
ing out of any court of the "United States shall be disobeyed 
or resisted by any person or persons having the custody of 
any vessel of war, cruiser, or other armed vessel of any 
foreign prince or state, or of any colony, district or people, 
or of any subjects or citizens of any foreign prince or state, 
or of any colony, district or people, in every such case it 
shall be lawful for the President of the United States, or 
such other person as he shall have empowered for that pur- 
pose, to employ such part of the land or naval forces of the 
United States, or of the militia thereof, for the purpose of 
taking possessionof and detaining any such ship or vessel, 
with her prize or prizes, if any, in order to the execution 
of the prohibitions and penalties of this act, and to the re- 
storing the prize or prizes in the cases in which restoration 
shall have been adjudged, and also for the purpose of pre- 
venting the carrying on of any such expedition or enter- 
prise from the territories or jurisdiction of the United States 
against the territories or dominions of any foreign prince 
or state, or of any colony, district or people, with whom the 
United States are at peace. 

Sec. 9. That it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States, or such person as he shall empower for that 
purpose, to employ such part of the land or naval forces of 
the United States, or of the militia thereof, as shall be 
'necessary to compel any foreign ship or vessel to depart the 
United States in all cases in which, by the laws of nations 
or the treaties of the United States, they ought not to re- 
main within the United States. 

Sec. 10. That the owners or consignees of every armed 
ship or vessel sailing out of the ports of the United States, 
belonging wholly or in part to citizens thereof, shall enter 
into bond to the United States, with sufBcient sureties, prior 
to clearing out the same, in double the amount of the value 
of the vessel and cargo on board, including her armament, 
that the said ship or vessel shall not be employed by such 
owners to cruise or commit hostilities against the subjects, 
citizens, or property of any foreign prince or state, or of 
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any colony, district or people, with whom the United States 
are at peace. 

Sec. 11. That the collectors of the customs be, and they 
are hereby, respectively, authorized and required to detain 
any vessel manifestly built for warlike purposes, and about 
to depart the United States, of which the cargo shall prin- 
cipally consist of arms and munitions of war, when the 
number of men shipped on board, or other circumstances, 
shall render it probable that such vessel is intended to be 
employed by the owner or owners to cruise or commit hos- 
tilities upon the subjects, citizens, or property, of any 
foreign prince or state, or of any colony, district or people, 
with whom the United States are at peace, until the decision 
of the President be had thereon, or until the owner or own- 
ers shall give such bond and security as is reqtiired of the 
owners of armed ships by the preceding section of this act. 

Sec. 12. That the act passed on the fifth day of June, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, entitled "An 
act in addition to the act for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States," continued in force, for a 
limited time, by the act of the second of March, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-seven, and perpetuated by 
the act passed on the twenty -fourth day of April, one thou- 
sand eight hundred, and the act, passed on the fourteenth 
day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, 
entitled "An act to prevent citizens of the United States 
from privateering against nations in amity with, or against 
the citizens of, the United States," and the act, passed the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and seven- 
teen, entitled "An act more effectually to preserve the 
neutral relations of the United States," be, and the same 
are hereby, severally repealed: provided, nevertheless, that 
persons having heretofore offended against any of the acts 
aforesaid, may be prosecuted, convicted, and punished as if 
the same were not repealed; and no forfeiture heretofore 
incurred by a violation of any of the acts aforesaid shall be 
effected by such repeal. 
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Sec. 13. That notlimg in the foregoing act shall be con- 
strued to prevent the prosecution or punishment of treason, 
or any piracy defined by the laws of the United States. 

^Approved, April 20, 1818.] 



Chapter 91.— Approved, April 20, 1818.— Vol. 3, p. 450. 

An Act in addition to "An act (a) to prohibit the introduction {importa- 
tion'] of slaves into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, from and after the first day of January, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and eight," and to repeal certain parts of the 
same. 

1. Negroes, <to., not to be brought into the United States -with intent to hold 
them as slaves. Vessels importing, forfeited. 2. No person to equip ves- 
sels for the slave trade in the United States. Vessels so equipped, forfeited, 
Ac. Half to the person suing. 3. Persons concerned subject to a fine of 
not more than $5,000, nor less than $1,000. Imprisonment, Ac. 4. For 
transporting persons not held to service, &c., by the laws of the United 
States, <Sfce. Vessel, Ac, forfeited. 6. Slaves so imported, to be disposed 
of as the State may prescribe, Ac. 6. Persons bringing in any negro, Ac, 
or holding, selling, such negro, Ac, as a slave, forfeit not more than 
$10,000, nor less than $1,000, and are subject to imprisonment. 7. Per- 
sons holding, buying, or selling, Ac, any negro, Ac, brought as a slave, 
Ac, forfeit $1,000. Forfeiture not to extend to the seller or purchaser of 
any negro, Ac, under the lawful regulations of a State, Ac. 8. Onus pro- 
band! on the defendant. In failure of proof, the defendant guilty. 9. 
Prosecutions at any time within five years. 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the passing of this act, it 
shall not be lawful to import or bring, in any manner what- 
soever, into the United States, or territories thereof, from 
any foreign kingdom, place or country, any negro, mulatto, 
or person of color, with intent to hold, sell, or dispose of, 
any such negro, mulatto, or person of color, as a slave, or 
to be held to service or labor; and any ship, vessel, or other 
water craft, employed in any importation as aforesaid, shall 
be liable to seizure, prosecution, and forfeiture, in any dis- 
trict in which it may be found ; one-half thereof to the use 
of the United States, and the other half to the use of him 
or them who shall prosecute the same to effect. 

(a) Chap. 22, 2 Mar. 1807, ante, p. 169. 
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Sec. 2. That no citizen or citizens of the United States, 
or any other person or persons, shall, after the passing of 
this act, as aforesaid, for himself, themselves, or any other 
person or persons, whatsoever, either as master, factor, or 
owner, build, fit, equip, load, or otherwise (a) prepare, any 
ship or vessel, in any port or place within {h) the United 
States, nor (c) cause any such ship or vessel to sail from any 
port or place whatsoever, within the jurisdiction of the 
same, for the purpose of procuring any negro, mulatto, or 
person of color, from anj^ foreign kingdom, place, or coun- 
try, to be transported to any port or place, whatsoever, {d) 
to be held, sold, or otherwise disposed of, as slaves, or to be 
held to service or labor ; and if any ship or vessel shall be 
so built, fitted out, equipped, laden, or otherwise prepared, 
for the purpose aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, her 
tackle, apparel, furniture, and lading, shall be forfeited, one 
moiety to the use of the United States, and the other to the 
use of the person or persons who shall sue for said forfeit- 
ure, and prosecute the same to effect; and such ship or 
vessel shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted, and con- 
demned, in any court of the United States having compe- 
tent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 3. That every person or persons so building, fitting 
out, equipping, loading, or otherwise preparing, or sending 
away, or causing any of the acts aforesaid to be done, with 
intent to employ such ship (e) or vessel in such trade or 

(o) It is not necessary in the indictment to specify the particulars of fitting 
out : 12 Wheat. 460, United States vs. Gooding. The fitting out need not be 
complete — enough to show the intention is sufBcient: 9 Wheat. 381. 

(6) The ship must be alleged to be fitted for such purpose within the juris- 
diction of the United States: 12 Wheat. 460. 

(fl) In a libel for forfeiture, laying the charge in the alternative, will not 
vitiate : 9 Wheat. 381. A libel charged that the vessel was fitted out at, &c., 
"or caused to be sailed" from, &c., held to be sufifioient: 9 Wheat. 381, Emily 
and Caroline. 

(d) Carrying such persons as freight is within the act, it is of no consequence 
whether the person charged has any interest in the negroes, Ac, or be imme- 
diately instrumental in their transportation : 9 Wheat. 391, 404, Merino. 

(e) The indictment should allege that the fitting, Ac, was with " the intent 
to employ." Laying the offence with the intent " that the said ship should be 
employed," is defective as showing a different motive : 12 Wheat. 400, 478, 
United States vs. Gooding. 
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business, after tlie passing of this act, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning thereof, or who shall, in any wise, be 
aiding or abetting (a) therein, shall, severally, on conviction 
thereof, by due course of law, forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding five thousand dollars, nor less than one thousand 
dollars ; one moiety to the use of the United States, and the 
other to the use of the person or persons who shall sue for 
such forfeiture and prosecute the same to effect; and shall, 
moreover, be imprisoned for a term not exceeding seven 
years, nor less than three years. 

Sec. 4. That, if any citizen or citizens of the United ' 
States, or other person or persons, resident within the juris- 
diction of the same, shall, from and after the passing of 
this act, take on board, receive, or transport, from any of 
the coasts or kingdoms of Africa, or from any other foreign 
kingdom, place, or country, or from sea, any negro, mu- 
latto, or person of color, not being an inhabitant, nor held 
to service by the laws of either of the States or territories 
of the United States, in any ship, vessel, boat, or other 
water craft, for the purpose of holding, selling, or otherwise 
disposing of, such person as a slave, or to be held to service 
or labor, or be aiding or abetting therein, every such person 
or persons, so offending, shall, on conviction, by due course 
of law, severally forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five 
thousand, nor less than one thousand, dollars, one moiety 
to the use of the United States, and the other to the use of 
the person or persons who shall sue for such forfeiture, and 
prosecute the same to effect; and, moreover, shall suffer 
imprisonment, for a term not exceeding seven years, nor 
less than three years ; and every ship or vessel, boat, or 
other water craft, on which such negro, mulatto, or person 
of color, shall have been taken on board, received, or trans- 
ported, as aforesaid, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the goods and effects which shall be found on board the same, 
or shall have been imported therein in the same voyage, 

(a) The doctrine of principal and accessory is not applicable under this sec- 
tion. The words aid and abet are not used as technical phrases, and there is 
no principal and accessory, all are participants : 12 Wheat. 460, &o. 
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Bhall be forfeited, one moiety to tlie use of the United 
States, and the other to the use of the person or persons 
who shall sue for, and prosecute the same to effect ; and 
every such ship or vessel shall be liable to be seized, prose- 
cuted, and condemned, in any court of the United States 
having competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 5. (a) That neither the importer or importers, nor 
any person or persons claiming from or under him or them, 
shall hold any right, interest, or title whatsoever, in or to 
any negro, mulatto, or person of color, nor to the service or 
labor thereof, who may be imported or brought into the 
United States, or the territories thereof, in violation of the 
provisions of this act, but the same shall remain subject to 
any regulations, not contravening said provisions, which 
the Legislatures of the several States or territories may at 
any time heretofore have made, or hereafter may make, for 
disposing of any such negro, mulatto, or person of color. 

Sec. 6. That if any person or persons whatsoever shall, 
from and after the passing of this act, bring within the 
jurisdiction of the United States, in any manner whatsoever, 
any negro, mulatto, or person of color, from any foreign 
kingdom, place, or country, or from sea, or shall hold, sell, 
or otherwise dispose of, any such negro, mulatto, or person 
of color, so brought in, as a slave, or to be held to service 
or labor, or be in any wise aiding or abetting therein, every 
person so offending, shall, on conviction thereof by due 
course of law, forfeit and pay for every such offence, a sum 
not exceeding ten thousand, nor less than one thousand, 
dollars, one moiety to the use of the United States, and the 
other to the use of the person or persons who shall sue for 
such forfeiture, and prosecute the same to effect ; and, more- 
over, shall suffer imprisonment, for a term not exceeding 
seven years, nor less than three years. 

Sec. 7. That if any person or persons whatsoever shall 
hold, purchase, sell, or otherwise dispose of, any negro, mu- 
latto, or person of color, for a slave, or to be held to service 

(a) And see chap. 113, 15 May, 1820. 



236 Fifteenth Congress, Fiest Session. 

or labor, -who shall have been imported or brought, in any 
way, from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, or from 
the dominions of any foreign state immediately adjoining 
to the United States, intp any port or place within the juris- 
diction of the United States, from and after the passing of 
this act, every person so offending, and every person aiding 
or abetting therein, shall severally forfeit and pay, for every 
negro, mulatto, or person of color, so held, purchased, sold, 
or disposed of, one thousand dollars, one moiety to the use 
of the United States, and the other to the use of the person 
or persons who may sue for such forfeiture, and prosecute 
the same to effect, and to stand committed until the said 
forfeiture be paid: provided, that the aforesaid forfeiture 
shall not extend to the seller or purchaser of any negro, 
mulatto, or person of color, who may be sold, or disposed 
of, in virtue of any regulations which have been heretofore, 
or shall hereafter be, lawfully made by any Legislature of 
any State or territory, in pursuance of this act and the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Sec. 8. That, in all prosecutions under this act, the de- 
fendant or defendants shall be holden to prove that the 
negro, mulatto, or person of color, which he or they shall 
be charged with having brought into the United States, or 
with purchasing, holding, selling, or otherwise disposing of, 
and which, according to the evidence in such case, the. said 
defendant or defendants shall have brought in aforesaid, or 
otherwise disposed of, was brought into the United States 
at least five years previous to the commencement of such 
prosecution, or was not brought in, holden, purchased, or 
otherwise disposed of, contrary to the provisions of this 
act ; and in failure thereof, the said defendant or defendants 
shall be adjudged guilty of the offence of which he or they 
may stand accused. 

Sec. 9. That any prosecution, information, or action, may 
be sustained, for any offence under this act, at any time 
within five years after such offence shall have been com- 
mitted, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 



15th Cong. 1st Sess. — 15th Cong. 2d Sess. 237 

Sec. 10. That the first six sections of the act to which this is in 
addition, shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed : provided, 
that all offences committed under the said sections of the act afore- 
said, before the passing of this act, shall be prosecuted and pun- 
ished, and any forfeitures, which have been incurred under the 
same, shall be recovered and distributed, as if this act had not 
been passed. 

[Approved, April 20, 1818.J 

May 10, 1800, ch. 51. Mar. 3, 1817, ch. 101. 

Mar. 2, 1807, ch. 22. May 15, 1820, ch. 113, &c., &c. 



Chaptee 15.— Approved, FeVj 4, 1«19.— Vol. 3, p. 480. 

An Act authorizing the distribution of a sum of money among the represen- 
tatives of Commodore Edward Preble, and the officers and crew of the 
brig Syren. 

That the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars is hereby 
appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated ; which sum shall be distributed by the Secretary of the 
Navy, as prize money, among the representatives of Commodore 
Edward Preble, deceased, and Captain Charles Stewart, the officers 
and crew of the brig of war Syren, or to the representatives of 
such as may be dead, on account of their proportion of the sum 
of five thousand dollars, the appraised value of the brig Transfer, 
captured by the said brig Syren, for a breach of the blockade of 
the port of Tripoli, in the year eighteen hundred and four, during 
the war carried on by the United States against that power ; the 
said brig Transfer having been taken into the service of the United 
States by Cpmmodore Edward Preble, commander of the block- 
ading squadron ; which brig was regularly condemned, as a good 
prize, by sentence of a court of admiralty. 



Chapter 60.— Approved, March 3, 1819.— Yol. 3, p. 502. 

An Act extending the term of half pay pensions to the widaws and children 
of certain officers, seamen, and marines, who died in the 2niblic service. 

That, in all cases where provision has been made by law, for 
five years' half pay to the widows and children of officers, seamen, 
and marines, who were killed in battle, or died of wounds received 
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in battle, or who died in the naval service (a) of the United States, 
during the late war, the said provision shall be continued for the 
additional term of five years, to commence at the end of the first 
term of five years, in each case, respectively, making the provision 
equal to ten years' half pay ; which shall be paid in the manner, 
and out of the fund, heretofore designated by law; and the said 
pensions shall also cease for the reasons mentioned in the said law. 
lApproved, March 3, 1819.] 



BY THE PEESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES OE AMEEICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, an arrangement was entered into, at the City of Washington, in 
the month of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen, between Richard Rush, Esquire, at that time acting as Secretary 
for the Department of State of the United States, for and in behalf of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States; and the right honorable Charles Bagot, his 
Britannic majesty's envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, for and 
in behalf of his Britannic majesty ; which arrangement is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit: 

" The naval force to be maintained upon the American lakes, by his majesty 
and the Government of the United States, shall henceforth be confined to the 
following vessels on each side ; that is — 

"On lake Ontario, to one vessel not exceeding one hundred tons burden, and 
armed with one eighteen pound cannon. 

" On the upper lakes, to two vessels, not exceeding like burden each, and 
armed with like force. 

" On the waters of lake Cham plain, to one vessel not exceeding like burden, 
and armed with like force. ' 

"All other armed vessels on these lakes shall be forthwith dismantled, and 
no other vessels of war shall be there built or armed. ' 

" If either party should hereafter be desirous of annulling this stipulation, 
and should give notice to that effect to the other party, it shall cease to be 
binding after the expiration of six months fi'om the date of such notice. 

"The naval force so to be limited shall be restricted to such services as will, 
in no respect, interfere with the proper duties of the armed vessels of the other 
party." 

And whereas, the Senate of the United States have approved of the said 
arrangement, and recommended that it should be carried into effect; the same 
having also received the sanction of his royal highness the Prince Regent, 
acting in the name and on the behalf of his Britannic majesty : 

Now, therefore, I, James Monroe, President of the United States, do, by this, 
my proclamation, make known and declare, that the arrangement aforesaid, 
and every stipulation thereof, has been duly entered into, concluded, and con- 
firmed, and is of full force and effect. 

Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, this twenty-eighth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and 
of^the independence of the United States the forty-second. 

£1/ the President: JAMES MONROE. 

John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State. 

(a) It was full pay to the seamen by 16 Apr. 1818, chap. 65. 
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Chapter 77.— Approved, March 3, 1819.— Vol. 3, p. 510. 

An Act to protect the commerce of the United States, and punish the crime 

of piracy, [a) 

1. Public vessels to be employed to protect merchant vessels. 2. Commanders 
to send in armed vessels attempting such aggression, &c. 3. Merchant 
vessels may defend themselves against other public armed vessels. 4. 
Piratical vessels to be condemned and sold. 5. Piracy punishable at 
common law. 6. Limitation of this act. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and 
hereby is, authorized and requested to employ so many of 
the public armed vessels, as, in his judgment, the service 
may require, with suitable instructions to the commanders 
thereof, in protecting the merchant vessels of the United 
States, and their crews, from piratical aggressions and 
depredations. 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United States be, and 
hereby is authorized to instruct the commanders of the 
public armed vessels of the United States to subdue, seize, 
take, and send into any port of the United States, any (5) 
armed vessel or boat, or any vessel or boat, the crew whereof 
shall be armed (c) and which shall have attempted or com- 
mitted any piratical aggression, search, restraint, depreda- 
tion, or seizure, upon any vessel of the United States, or of 
the citizens thereof, or upon any other vessel ; and also to 
retake any vessel of the United States, or its citizens, which 
may have been unlawfully captured upon the high seas. 

Sec. 3. That the commander and crew of any merchant 
vessel of the United States, owned wholly, or in part, by a 

(o) Till 1821, by 30 Mar. 1830, chap. 28. 

The 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th sections of this act, continued for the further term 
of two years, by act of 15 May, 1820, chap. 113; and the same sections con- 
tinued without limitation, by act of 30 Jan. 1823, chap. 1. The 5th section 
continued as to crimes committed, by act of 15 May, 1820, chap. 113. 

(J) The act extends to foreign vessels: 11 Wheat. 1-39 Arg., and to all 
armed vessels so offending : 2 How. 210, 231. And whether done for plunder 
or in a wanton abuse of power : 2 How. 210, 232. 

(c) See further 3 Mar. 1825, chap. 65, sec. 6 and 7 — not merely such by the 
law of nations, but such as pirates are in the habit of committing: 2 How. 
210. What is not piracy, see 11 Wheat. 1-39. 
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citizen thereof, may oppose and defend against any aggres- 
sion, search, restraint, depredation, or seizure, which shall 
be attempted upon such vessel, or upon any other vessel 
owned as aforesaid, by the commander or crew of any armed 
vessel whatsoever, not being a public armed vessel of some 
nation in amity with the United States ; and may subdue 
and capture the same; and may also retake any vessel, 
owned as aforesaid, which may have been captured by the 
commander or crew of any such armed vessel, and send the 
same into any port of the United States. 

Sec. 4. That whenever any vessel or boat, from which 
any piratical aggression, search, restraint, depredation, or 
seizure, shall have been first attempted or made, shall be 
captured and brought into any port of the United States, 
the same shall (a) and may be adjudged and condemned to 
their use, and that of the captors, after due process and 
trial, in any court having admiralty jurisdiction, and which 
shall be holden for the district into which such captured 
vessel shall be brought ; and the same court shall thereupon 
order a sale and distribution thereof accordingly, and at 
their discretion. 

Sec. 5. (6) That if any person or persons whatever shall, on 
the high seas, commit the crime of piracy, as defined by the law 
of nations, and such offender or offenders shall afterwards be 
brought into, or found in, the United States, every such offender 
or offenders shall, upon conviction thereof, before the circuit court 
of the United States for the district into which he or they may be 
brought, or in which he or they shall be found, be punished with 
death. 

Sec. 6. That this act shall be in force until the end of the 
next session of Congress. 

[Approved, March 3, 1819.J 

(a) It defines the crime of piracy as required by the Constitution, art. 1, sec. 
9; 6 Wheat. 163, United States vs. Smith; and 184, 187, United States vs. Fur- 
lonir — and whether the piratical conduct is within the co-operatiou of the 
owner or not. The vessel is the offender: 2 How. 210, 237. The cargo is not 
involved in the oonfisoation unless, perhaps, in case of great violence, or where 
the owner co-operates : 2 How. 210, 237, Arg. 

(b) Expired by 6th section. 
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Chapter 81.— Approved, March 3, 1819. — Vol. 3, p. 514 

An Act (a) regulating the payments to invalid pensioners. 

That, in all cases of application for the payment of pensions to 
invalids, under the several laws of Congress granting pensions to 
invalids, the affidavit of two surgeons or physicians, whose credi- 
bility, as such, shall be certified by the magistrate before whom 
the affidavit is made, stating the continuance of the disability for 
which the pension was originally granted, (describing it,) and the 
rate of such disability at the time of making the affidavit, shall 
accompany the application of the first payment which shall fall due 
after the fourth day of March next, and at the end of every two 
years thereafter ; and if, in a case of a continued disability, it shall 
be stated at a rate below that for vphich the pension was originally 
granted, the applicant shall only be paid at the rate stated in the 
affidavit : provided, that, where the pension shall have been origi- 
nally granted for a total disability, in consequence of the loss of a 
limb, or other cause which cannot, either in whole, or in part, be 
removed, the above affidavit shall not be necessary to entitle the 
applicant to payment : and provided, also, that this act shall not 
extend to the invalids of the revolution, who have been, or shall 
be, placed on the pension list, pursuant to an act of Congress, 
entitled "An act to provide for certain persons engaged in the 
land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary 
war," approved the eighteenth day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight. (6) 



Chapter 101.— Approved, March 3, 1819.— Vol. 3, p. 532, 

An Act in addition to the acts prohibiting the slave trade, (c) 

1. Armed vessels of the United States on our coasts and of Africa. Vessels 
transporting negroes, may be seized and brought into port. The proceeds 
of vessels, &c., to be divided between the United States and the captors. 
To be distributed as prizes. The negroes to be delivered to the marshal. 
A descriptive list to the President. Crews to be delivered to the civil 
authority. 2. The President to regulate the safe keeping, and removal 
out of the United States, of the negroes, &e., and may appoint agents on 
the coast of Africa to receive them, &c. 3. Bounty of $26 for every negro. 
Secretary of the treasury to cause the bounty to be paid. 4. District attor- 

(a) Repealed by chap. 236, 14 July, 1832. 

(6) So in the original. It should be eighteen. See chap. 19, 18 Mar. 1818. 

(c) See chap. 24, 2 Mar. 1807, and note. 

16 
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ney to prosecute by information. Upon the verdict the marshal to take 
the negroes. A bounty of $50 for every negro. 5. Vessels to be brought 
into port where they belong, if, &c. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized, whenever he shall deem it expe- 
dient, to cause any of the armed vessels of the United 
States to be employed to cruise on any of the coasts of the 
United States, or territories thereof, or of the coast of 
Africa, or elsewhere, where he may judge attempts may be 
made to carry on the slave trade by citizens or residents of 
the United States, in contravention of the acts of Congress 
prohibiting the same, and to instruct and direct the com- 
manders of all armed vessels of the United States, to seize, 
take, and bring into any port of the United States, all ships 
or vessels of the United States, wheresoever found, which 
may have taken on board, or which may be intended for 
the purpose of taking on board, or of transporting, or may 
have transported, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, in 
violation of any of the provisions of the act, (a) entitled 
"An act in addition to an act to prohibit the importation of 
slaves into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, from and after the first day of January, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, and to repeal certain parts of the same," or of any 
other act or acts (J) prohibiting the trafi&c in slaves, to be 
proceeded against according to law : and the proceeds of all 
ships and vessels, their tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the goods and effects on board of them, which shall be so 
seized, prosecuted, and condemned, shall be divided equally 
between the United States and the of&cers and men who 
shall seize, take, or bring, the same into port for condemna- 
tion, whether such seizure be made by an armed vessel of 
the United States, or revenue cutter thereof: and the same 
shall be distributed in like manner as is provided by law (c) 
for the distribution of prizes taken from an enemy. Provided, 

(a) 20 Apr. 1818, chap. 91. 

(b) 2 Mar. 1807, chap. 22, ante, p. 169. 

(c) Chap. 33, see. 6, 1800, and chap. 56, 1816. 
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that the officers and men, to be entitled to one-half of 
the proceeds aforesaid, shall safe keep every negro, mulatto, 
or person of color, found on board of any ship or vessel so 
seized, taken, or brought into port, for condemnation, and 
shall deliver every such negro, mulatto, or person of color; 
to the marshal of the district into which they are brought, 
if into a port of the United States, or, if elsewhere, to such 
person or persons as shall be lawfully appointed by the 
President of the United States, in the manner hereinafter 
directed, transmitting to the President of the United States-, 
as soon as may be after such delivery, a descriptive list of 
such negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, that he may 
give directions for the disposal of them. And 'provided^ 
further^ that the commanders of such commissioned vessels, 
do cause to be apprehended, and taken into custody, every 
person found on board of such vessel, so seized and taken; 
being of the officers or crew thereof, and him or them con- 
vey, as soon as conveniently may be, to the civil authority 
of the United States, to be proceeded against, in due course- 
of law, in some of the districts thereof. 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United States be, and' 
he is hereby, authorized to make such regulations and 
arrangements, as he may deem expedient, for the safe keep- 
ing, support, and removal, beyond the limits of the United 
States, of all such negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color,, 
as may be so delivered and brought within their jurisdic- 
tion : and to appoint a proper person or persons, residing 
upon the coast of Africa, as agent or agents for receiving 
the negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, delivered fromi 
on board vessels, seized in the prosecution of the slave 
trade, by commanders of the United States' armed vessels.. 

Sec. 3. That a bounty of twenty-five dollars be paid to 
the officers and crews of the commissioned vessels of the 
United States, or revenue cutters, for each and every negro, 
mulatto, or person of color, who shall have been, as herein- 
before provided, delivered to the marshal or agent duly 
appointed to receive them: and the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury is hereby authorized and required to pay, or cause to 
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be paid, to suoli officers and crews, or their agent, the afore- 
said bounty, for eacb person delivered as aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. That when any citizen, or other person, shall 
lodge information, with the attorney for the district of any 
state or territory, as the case may be, that any negro, mu- 
latto, or person of color, has been imported therein, contrary 
to the provisions of the acts in such case made and provided, 
it shall be the duty of the said attorney forthwith to com- 
mence a prosecution, by information; and process shall issue 
against the person charged with holding such negro, ne- 
groes, mulatto, mulattoes, person or persons of color, so 
alleged to be imported contrary to the provisions of the acts 
aforesaid: and if, upon the return of the process executed, 
it shall be ascertained, by the verdict of a jury, that such 
negro, negroes, mulatto, mulattoes, person or persons of 
color, have been brought in, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of the acts in such cases made and provided, then 
the court shall direct the marshal of the said district to take 
the said negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, into his 
custody, for safe keeping, subject to the orders of the Pre- 
sident of the United States ; and the informer or informers, 
who shall have lodged the information, shall be entitled to 
receive, over and above the portion of the penalties accru- 
ing to him or them, by the provisions of the acts in such 
case made and provided, a bounty of fifty dollars, for each 
and every negro, mulatto, or person of color, who shall 
have been delivered into the custody of the marshal; and 
the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
required to pay, or cause to be paid, the aforesaid bounty, 
upon the certificate of the clerk of the court for the district 
where the prosecution may have been had, with the seal of 
office thereto annexed, stating the number of negroes, mu- 
lattoes, or persons of color, so delivered. 

Sec. 5. That it shall be the duty of the commander of 
any armed vessel of the United States, whenever he shall 
make any capture under the provisions of this act, to bring 
the vessel and her cargo, for adjudication, in some of the 
ports of the State or territory to which such vessel, so 
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captured, shall belong, if lie can ascertain the same : if not, 
then to be sent into any convenient port of the United 

States. 

"Sec. 6. Repugnant acts, and parts of acts, repealed. J 

'Sec. 1. $100,000 appropriated to carry this law into effect.] 

[Approved, March 3, 1819.] 

See April 20, 1819, chap. 91 ; May 3, 1819, chap. 11 ; May 
15, 1820, chap. 118. 



Resolution 7. — Approved, March 3, 1819. — Vol. 3, p. 588. 

Resolution declaring the manner in which the vessels composing the navy of 
the United States shall he named. 

That all the ships of the navy of the United States, now 
building, or hereafter to be built, shall be named by the 
Secretary of the Navy, under the direction of the President 
of the United States, according to the following rule, to 
wit : those of the first class shall be called after the States 
of this Union ; those of the second class after the rivers ; 
and those of the third class after the principal cities and 
towns : taking care that no two vessels in the navy shall 
bear the same name, (a) 



Chaptee 52.— Approved, May 1, 1820.— Vol. 3, p. 567. 

An Act in addition to the several acts for the establishment and regulation 
of the Treasury, War, and Navy departments. 

\. Unexpended moneys to be carried to the surplus fund. Balance, after the 
object has been effected, to be repaid to the treasury. 2. Secretaries of 
war and navy, to lay before Congress, annually, a statement of appropria- 
tions. To estimate the probable demands, and balance to be deducted. 
Accounts annually rendered. Moneys in the treasury as agent of war 
and navy departments, for more than two years, &c., to be carried to the 
surplus fund. Unless a longer time is assigned. 4. Appropriations of 
one year not to be transferred to another expenditure in a different year, 
under act 3d March, 1809. 5. Act of 3d March, 1809, amended. Appro- 
priations for one branch may, by the President, be applied to another. 
6. No contraots to be made except under authority of a law, or an ade- 
quate appropriation; except contracts for subsistence, Ac. 1. No land 
to be purchased except under law. 

(a) For the naming of steamships, see sec. 5, chap. 153, 12 June, 1858. 
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Sec. 1. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to cause to be carried to the account of the sur- 
plus fund, any moneys, appropriated for the department of 
war, or of the navy, which may remain unexpended in the 
treasury, or in the hands of the Treasurer, as agent for 
those departments, whenever he shall be informed by the 
secretaries of those departments that the object for which 
the appropriation was made has been effected. And it shall 
be the duty of the secretaries of war and navy departments 
to cause any balance of moneys drawn out of the treasury, 
which shall remain unexpended, after the object for which 
the appropriation was made shall be effected, to be repaid 
to the treasury of the United States; and such moneys, 
when so repaid, shall be carried to the surplus fund. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the Secretaries of the 
war and navy departments, -to lay before Congress, on the 
first day of February, of eacli year, a statement of the ap- 
propriations of the preceding year, for their departments, 
respectively, showing the amount appropriated under each 
specific head of appropriation, the amount expended under 
eacli, and the balance remaining unexpended, either in the 
treasury, or in the Treasurer's hands, as agent of the war 
or navy departments, on the thirty -first December preced- 
ing : and it shall be further the duty of the secretaries 
aforesaid, to estimate the probable demands which may 
remain on each appropriation, and the balance shall be 
deducted from the estimates of their departments, respect- 
ively, for the service of the current year; and accounts 
shall also be annually rendered, in manner and form as 
aforesaid, exhibiting the sums expended out of the esti- 
mates aforesaid, and the balance, if any, which may remain 
on hand, together with such information, connected with 
the same, as shall be deemed proper. And whenever any 
moneys, appropriated to the department of war, or of the 
navy, shall remain unexpended in the hands of the Treas- 
urer, ,as agent of either of those departments, for more 
than two years after the expiration of the calendar year 
in which the act of appropriation shall have been passed, 
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or to which it refers, it shall be the duty of the secretary of 
such department to inform the Secretary of the Treasury of 
the fact, and the Secretary of the Treasury shall thereupon 
cause such moneys to be carried to the account of the sur- 
plus fund : provided, that when an act, making an appropri- 
ation, shall assign a longer duration for the completion of 
its object, no transfer of any unexpended balance, to the 
account of the surplus fund, shall be made, until the expi- 
ration of the time fixed in such act. 

[Sec. 3. relates entirely to the War Department.] 

Sec. 4. That nothing contained in the act of March third, 
one thousand eight hundred and nine, entitled "An act (a) 
further to amend the several acts for the establishment and 
regulation of the treasury, war, and navy departments," 
shall be so construed, as to allow any appropriations what- 
ever, for the service of one year, to be transferred to 
another branch of expenditure, in a different year, nor shall 
any appropriations be deemed subject to be transferred, 
under the provisions of the abovementioned act, after they 
shall have been placed in the hands of the Treasurer, as 
agent of the war or navy departments. 

Sec. 5. That the abovementioned act of the third of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and nine, shall be, and 
the same is hereby, so amended, that the President shall be 
authorized to direct a portion of the moneys appropriated 
for any one of the following branches of expenditure in the 
naval department, viz : for provisions, for medicine and 
hospital stores, for repairs of vessels, for clothing ; to be 
applied to any other of the abovementioned branches of 
expenditure in the same department ; and that no transfers 
of appropriation, from or to other branches of expenditure, 
shall be hereafter made. 

Sec. 6. That no contract shall hereafter be made by the 
Secretary of State, or of the treasury, or of the department 
of war, or of the navy, (5) except under a law authorizing 

(a) Chap. 28; and see 3 Mar. 1817, chap. 9B. 

(J) Contracts for the Navy are made under regulations to be presented by the 
Executive, chap. 206, 26 Aug. 1842. 
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the same, or -under an appropriation adequate to its fulfil- 
ment ; and excepting, also, contracts for the subsistence and 
clothing of the army or navy, and contracts by the quarter- 
master's department, which may be made by the secretaries 
of those departments. 

Sec. 7. That no (a) land shall be purchased on account of 
the United States, except under a law authorizing such 
purchase. 

[Sec. 8. Secretary of the Treasury to annex to annual estimates, 
a statement of appropriations for the service of the year by former 
acts, and of sums in the treasury.] 

lApproved, May 1, 1820.J 

See Mar. 3. 1809, eh. 28 ; and Mar. 3, 181'7, eh. 45. 



Chapter 102.— Approved, May 15, 1820.— Vol. 3, p. 582. 

An Act to limit the term of office of certain officers therein named, and for 
other purposes. 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the passing of this act, all 
navy agents, &c. appointed under the laws of the United 
States, shall be appointed for the term (5) of four years, but 
shall be removable from office at pleasure. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States, and he is hereby authorized, from time to 
time, as in his opinion the interest of the United States may 
require, to regulate and increase the sums for which the 
bonds required, or which may be required, by the laws of 
the United States, to be given by the said officers, and by 
all other officers employed in the disbursement of the public 
moneys, under the direction of the war or navy depart- 

(a) Unless taken as security for a debt due United States: 12 How. 99-107, 
Neilson vs. Lagow; and a conveyance of land to trustees to sell and pay off a 
debt due United States by the grantor, is not a purchase within the act by the 
United States. 

(6) The sureties of the officer are not bound beyond the four years; as to 
these, the terms are separate and distinct : 1 How. 258-9, United States vs. 
Eckford's executors. 
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ments, shall be given ; and all bonds, given in conformity 
with such regulations, shall be as valid and effectual, to all 
intents and purposes, as if given for the sums respectively 
mentioned in the laws requiring the same. 
lApproved, May 15, 1820.J 



Chapter 107.— Approved, May 15, 1820.— Vol. 3, p. 592. 

An Act providing for the hetter organization of the treasury department. 

3. Disbursing officers delinquent, liable to such process. 4. Persons aggrieved 
may prefer a bill of complaint to a district judge, &c. The judge may 
grant an injunction. On bond and security. Not to impair the lien. 
Damages, if application for the injunction was merely for delay. 5. In- 
junction, either in or out of court. 6. Persons aggrieved, may apply to a 
judge of the supreme court for relief. 9. This act not to impair any reme- 
dy under preceding laws. 

[Sec. 1. That it shall be the duty of such officer of the treasury 
department as the President of the United States shall, from time 
to time, designate for that purpose, as the agent (a) of the treas- 
ury, to direct and superintend all orders, suits, or proceedings, in 
law or equity, for the recovery of money, chattels, lands, tene- 
ments, hereditaments, in the name, and for the use, of the United 
States. ] 

[Sec. 2 relates to collectors, and other officers, who receive 
"the public money before it is paid into the treasury."] 

Sec. 3. That, from and after the thirtieth day of Septem- 
ber next, if any of&cer employed, or who has heretofore 
been employed, in the civil, military, or naval (6) depart- 
ments of the Government, to disburse the public money 
appropriated for the service of those departments, respect- 
ively, shall fail to render his accounts, or to pay over, in the 
manner, and in the times, required by law, or the regula- 
tions of the department to which he is accountable, any 
sum of money remaining in the hands of such of&cer, it 

(ffi) Solicitor of the Treasury, by 29 May, 1830. 

{b) This embraces pursers of the navy : 9 Peters, 19, n.; but not one charged 
as " late acting purser :" 9 Peters, 12, u. Sx parte, Randolph. 
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shall be the duty of the first or second comptroller of the 
treasury, as the case may be, who shall be charged with the 
revision of the accounts of such officer, to cause to be stated 
and certified, the account of such delinquent officer, to the 
agent of the treasury, who is hereby authorized and required 
immediately to proceed against such delinquent officer, in 
the manner directed in the preceding section, all the pro- 
visions of which are hereby declared to be applicable to 
every officer of the government charged with the disburse- 
ment of the public money, and to their sureties, in the same 
manner, and to the same extent, as if they had been de- 
scribed and enumerated in the said section: provided, never- 
theless, that the said agent of the treasury, with the appro- 
bation of the Secretary of the Treasury, in cases arising 
under this or the preceding section, may postpone, for a 
reasonable time, the institution of the proceedings required 
by this act, where, in his opinion, the public interest will 
sustain no injury by such postponement. 

Sec. 4. That if any person (a) should consider himself 
aggrieved by any warrant issued under this act, he may 
prefer a bill of complaint to any district judge of the United 
States, setting forth therein the nature and extent of the 
injury of which he complains; and thereupon the judge 
aforesaid may, if, in his opinion, the case requires it, grant 
an injunction to stay proceedings on such warrant alto- 
gether, or for so much thereof as the nature of the case re- 
quires ; but no injunction shall issue, till the party applying 
for the same shall give bond, and sufficient security, con- 
ditioned for the performance of such judgment as shall be 

(a) The person against whom the distress warrant issues, although he may 
be neither officer nor a debtor of the United States, is entitled to the redress 
pointed out in the 4th section : 9 Peters, 8, 31, United States TS. Nourse. After 
a settlement and balance against him, and a distress warrant, defendant ap- 
plied to a district judge, and filed a bill praying an injunction, and alleging 
that the money with which he was charged, was not received by him in his 
official capacity, the judge stayed the warrant, and on answer by United 
States decreed for complainant. The United States then sued defendant, who 
pleaded the decree in his favor, and it was held conclusive against the United 
States. 
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awarded against the complainant, in suci amount as the 
judge, granting the injunction, shall prescribe; nor shall 
the issuing of such injunction, in any manner, impair the 
lien produced by the issuing of such warrant. And the 
same proceedings shall be had on such injunction as in 
other cases, (a) except that no answer shall be necessary on 
the part of the United States ; and if, upon dissolving the 
injunction, it shall appear to the satisfaction of the judge who 
shall decide upon the same, that the application for the 
injunction was merely for delay, in addition to the lawful 
interest which shall be assessed on all sums which may be 
found due against the complainant, the said judge is hereby 
authorized to add such damages as that, with the lawful in- 
terest, it shall not exceed the rate of ten per centum per 
annum on the principal sum. 

Sec. 5. That such injunctions may be granted or dis- 
solyed by such judge, either in or out of court. 

Sec. 6. That if any person shall consider himself ag- 
grieved by the decision of such judge, either in refusing to 
issue the injunction, or, if granted, on its dissolution, it 
shall be competent for such person to lay (b) a copy of the 
proceedings had before the district j udge before a judge of 
the Supreme Court, to whom authority is hereby given, 
either to grant the injunction, or permit an appeal, as the 
case may be, if, in the opinion of such judge of the Supreme 
Court, the equity of the case requires it ; and thereupon the 
same proceedings shall be had upon such injunction in the 
circuit court, as are prescribed in the district, and subject 
to the same conditions, in all respects whatsoever. 

[Sec. T. Duty of United States attorneys in such cases.] 

(a) In such eases the judge proceeds according to the rules of Chancery: 11 
Peters, 162. It seems that the regular officers of government are the only 
persons who should be amenable to the warrant, and only for the sums re- 
ceived in that capacity : 9 Peters, 8 and note. But if the warrant is issued 
against one who is no officer, or no debtor, he is entitled to redress under the 
4th section : 9 Peters, 8, 31. 

(6) This is the only mode of redress — no appeal to a circuit court lies: 6 
Peters, 470, and 11 id. 162, United States vs. Cox. 
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[Sec. 8. Duty of the clerks of the district and circuit courts. 
Duty of the marshals of the several judicial districts of the United 
States. ] 

Sec. 9. That nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to take away, or impair, any right or remedy, which 
the United States now have, by law, for the recovery of 
taxes, debts, or demands. 

[Approved, May 15, 1820. J 



Chapter 108.— Approved, May 15, 1820.— Yol. 3, p. 590. 

An Act authorizing the building of a certain number of small vessels of war. 

That the President of the United States is hereby authorized 
to cause to be built, and equipped, any number of small vessels of 
war (not exceeding five) which, in his judgment, the public service 
may require ; the said vessels to be of a force not more than 
twelve guns each, according to the discretion of the President. 
And, for carrying this act into effect, the sum of sixty thousand 
dollars is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated, (a) 



[By chap. 110, May 15, 1820, vol. 3, p. 597, it was unlawful 
for any foreign armed vessels to enter any harbor belonging to the 
United States, except Portland, Boston, New London, New York, 
Philadelphia, Norfolk, Smith ville, N. C., Charleston and Mobile, 
unless forced in by distress, by the dangers of the sea or being pur- 
sued by an enemy, and unable to make any of the ports named 
above, in which cases the commanding officer shall immediately 
report his vessel to the collector of the district, stating the object 
or causes of his entering such harbor ; shall take such position 
therein as shall be assigned him by such collector, and shall con- 
form himself to such regulations as maybe signified to him by said 
collector, under the authority and direction of the President of the 
United States. The President to employ the land and naval forces 
to enforce this act, which was to continue from 1st July, 1820, for 
two years.] 

(a) Under this act, the schooners Alligator, Dolphin, Grampus, Porpoise, and 
Shark, were huilt. 
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Chapter 113.— Approved, May 15, 1820.— Yol. 3, p. 690. 

An Act to continue in force "An act to protect the commerce of the United 
States, and punish the crime of piracy," and also to make further pro- 
rision for punishing the crime of piracy. 

3. Eobbery on any vessel, or ship's company, or on the high seas, in a road- 
stead, Ac., to suffer death. In circuit court where brought or found. 
Piracy on shore. 4. On a foreign shore seizing negroes or mulattoes, with 
intent to make them slaves, or piracy. 5. Or detaining, or aiding to do- 
tain, negroes on board vessels, is piracy. 

Sec. 1. That the first, second, third, and fourth sections of an 
act, entitled " An act (a) to protect the commerce of the United 
States, and punish the crime of piracy," passed on the third day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, be, and the 
same are hereby, continued in force, from the passing of this act 
for the term of two years, and from thence to the end of the next 
session of Congress, and no longer. (6) 

[Sec. 2. The fifth section of the said act continued, as to crimes 
committed.] 

Sec. 3. (c) That if any person shall, upon the high seas, 
or in any open roadstead, or in any haven, basin, or bay, or 
in any river where the sea ebbs and flows, commit the crime 
of robbery, in or upon any ship or vessel, or upon any of 
the ship's company of any ship or vessel, or the lading 
thereof, such person shall be adjudged to be a pirate ; and 
being thereof convicted, before the circuit (c?) court of the 
United States, for the district into which he shall be brought, 
or in which he shall be found, shall suffer death. And if 
any person engaged in any piratical cruise or enterprise, or 
being of the crew or ship's company of any piratical ship 
or vessel, shall land from such ship or vessel, and, on shore, 
shall commit robbery, such person shall be adjudged a 
pirate ; and, on conviction thereof, before the circuit court 
of the United States for the district into which he shall be 
brought, or in which he shall be found, shall suffer death : 
provided, that nothing in this section contained shall be 

(a) Chap. 11. 

(b) Continued, without limitation, by act of 30 Jan. 1823, chap. 1. 

(c) See further as to piracy, chap. 65, sec. 6 and 7, 3 Mar. 1825. 

(d) Or district court, where no circuit court is holden, 3 Mar. 1823, chap. 72. 
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construed to deprive any particular State of its jurisdiction 
over such offences, when committed within the body of a 
county, or authorize the courts of the United States to try 
any such offenders, after conviction or acquittance, for the 
same offence, in a State court. 

Sec. 4. That if any citizen of the United States, being of 
the crew or ship's company of any foreign ship or vessel 
engaged in the slave trade, or any person whatever, being 
of the crew or ship's company of any ship or vessel, owned 
in the whole or part, or navigated for, or in behalf of, any 
citizen or citizens of the United States, shall land, from any 
such ship or vessel, and, on any foreign shore, seize any 
negro or mulatto, not held to service or labor by the laws 
of either of the States or territories of the United States, 
with intent to make such negro or mulatto a slave, or shall 
decoy, or forcibly bring or carry, or shall receive, such 
negro or mulatto, on board any such ship or vessel, with 
intent as aforesaid, such citizen or person shall be adjudged 
a pirate ; and, on conviction thereof, before the circuit court 
of the United States for the district wherein he may be 
brought or found, shall suffer death. 

Sec. 5. That if any citizen of the United States, being of 
the crew or ship's company of any foreign ship or vessel 
engaged in the slave trade, or any person whatever, being 
of the crew or ship's company of any ship or vessel, owned 
wholly or in part, or navigated for, or in behalf of, any 
citizen or citizens of the United States, shall forcibly con- 
fine or detain, or aid or abet in forcibly confining or de- 
taining, on board such ship or vessel, any negro or mulatto 
not held to service by the laws of either of the States or 
territories of the United States, with intent to make such 
negro or mulatto a slave, or shall, on board any such ship 
or vessel, offer or attempt to sell, as a slave, any negro or 
mulatto not held to service as aforesaid, or shall, on the 
high seas, or any where on tide water, transfer or deliver 
over, to any other ship or vessel, any negro or mulatto, not 
held to service as aforesaid, with intent to make such negro 
or mulatto a slave, or shall land, or deliver on shore, from 
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on board any such sMp or vessel, any sucIl negro or mu- 
latto, with intent to make sale of, or having previously 
sold, such negro or mulatto, as a slave, such citizen or per- 
son shall be adjudged a pirate ; and, on conviction thereof, 
before the circuit court of the United States for the district 
wherein he shall be brought or found, shall suffer death. 
[Approved, May 15, 1820.J 



Chapter 132.— Approved, May 15, 1820.— Vol. 3, p. 606. 

An Act to amend the act, entitled "An act to amend the act authorizing the 
employment of an additional naval force " 

That the second section of the act, entitled "An act autlioriz- 
ing the employment of an additional naval force," passed on the 
thirty-first day of January, eighteen hundred and nine, (a) be, and 
the same is hereby, amended, so far as to authorize the enlistment 
of able seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys, during the continu- 
ance of the service or cruise for which they shall be enlisted ; not, 
however, to exceed the period of three years. 



Chapter 136.— Approved, May 15, 1820.— Vol. 3, p. 607. 

An Act to am,end "An act making reservation of certain jmhlic lands for 
naval purposes," passed first March, one thousand eight hundred and 



That so much of the first section of the act of Congress, 
passed on the first day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and seventeen, (6) entitled "An act making reservation of cer- 
tain public lands for naval purposes," as empowers the Secretary 
of the Navy to appoint an agent or agents and surveyor, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed ; and the duties and services required 
by said section be performed, in future, by such surveyors of public 
lands as may be designated by the President of the IJnited States. 

(a) Chap. 11, ante, p. 170. (6) Chap. 22. 
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Chapter 31.— Approved, Marcli 2, 1821.— Vol. 3, p. 622. 

An Act for the relief of the family of the late Oliver Hazard Perry, Esq. [a) 

From and after the 23d August, 1819, the following sums be, 
and the same hereby are, settled, by way of annuity, payable, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, half yearly, 
at the Treasury of the United States, or at the loan ofSce at Provi- 
dence, at the option of the annuitants, on the widow and children 
of the late 0. H. Perry, of the United States navy ; that is to say : 
On Elizabeth Perry, dowager of the aforesaid 0. H. Perry, 
$400 during her natural life : provided, that the said annuity shall 
cease and determine on the determination of her widowhood : 
On Christopher Grant Perry, his eldest son, $150 : 
On Oliver Hazard Perry, his second son, $150: and 
On Christopher Raymond Perry, his third son, $150 : 
until the said Christopher Grant, Oliver Hazard, and Christopher 
Raymond, shall arrive at full age of twenty-one years respectively : 
And on Margaret Perry, only daughter, and youngest child, of 
the said 0. H. Perry, deceased, the sum of $150, until she shall 
arrive at the age of twenty-one years aforesaid. In case the said 
Margaret shall have contracted any marriage on or before she 
shall reach the age of twenty-one years, aforesaid, then the said 
pension or annuity shall cease and determine on the day whereon 
the said marriage shall have been contracted, as aforesaid : and in 
case the said Margaret shall not have contracted any marriage on 
that day, or prior thereto, then the said pension or allowance shall 
continue to be paid until the marriage or natural demise of the 
said Margaret. In case any of the said children of the said 0. 
H. Perry, deceased, shall die under lawful age as aforesaid, then, 
and in that case, the pension or annuity granted by this act, shall, 
in such case, cease and determine, in respect to such child so 
deceasing. 



Chapter 47.— Approved, March 3, 1821.— Vol. 3, p. 642. 

An Act to amend the act, entitled "An act for the gradual increase of the 
navy of the United States." 

Seo. 1. That the first section of the act, entitled " An act for 
the gradual increase of the navy of the United States," (6) ap- 
proved April twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and sixteen, shall be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed. 

(a) This is obviously a private act, but its peculiarity caused its insertion in 
this place. 

(b) Chap. 138. 
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Sec. 2. That, instead of the appropriation therein contained, 
there shall be, and is hereby, appropriated, the sum of five hundred 
thousand dollars per annum, for six years, from the year eighteen 
hundred and twenty-one, inclusive, to be applied to carry into 
effect the purposes of the said act. 

\_Approued, March 3, 1821.] 



Chapter 9.— Approved, Feb'y 23, 1822.— Vol. 3, p. 651. 

An Act for the preservation of the timier of the United States in Florida. 

That the President of the United States be, and hereby is, 
authorized to employ so much of the land and naval forces of the 
United States as may be necessary effectually to prevent the fell- 
ing, cutting down, or other destruction of, the timber of the United 
States in Florida ; and also to prevent the transportation or car- 
rying away any such timber as may be already felled or cut down ; 
and to take such other and further measures as may be deemed 
advisable for the preservation of the timber of the United States 
in Florida. 



Chapter 26.— Approved, April 17, 1822.— Vol. 3, p. 662. 

An Act to remit the duties on a sword im-ported to ie presented to Captain 
Thomas Macdonough, of the United States navy. 

That the duties which have accrued, or which may accrue, to 
the United States, upon the importation of a sword, to be pre- 
sented to Captain Thomas Macdonough, of the United States navy, 
in behalf of the petty officers, seamen, and marines, who served on 
board the frigate Guerriere, when she was lately under his com- 
mand in the Mediterranean, which sword is represented to be, or 
lately to have been, in the custody of the collector of the district 
of New York, be, and the said duties are hereby remitted. 



Chapter 90.— Approved, May 7, 1822.— Vol. 3, p. 

An Act further to amend the several acts relative to the Treasury, War, 
and Navy departments. 

3. All moneys for the war and navy departments, to be drawn by note of the 
secretary of the treasury, upon requisitions of the secretaries of war and 
navy, &c. 

17 
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Sec. 1. That the second section of the act, entitled " An act (a) 
making alterations in the treasury and war departments," passed 
the eighth day of May, seventeen hundred and ninety-two ; the 
second section of the act, entitled " An act (6) to alter and amend 
the several acts for the establishment and regulation of the trea- 
sury, war, and navy departments," passed the sixteenth day of 
July, seventeen hundred and ninety-eight ; and the seventh section 
of the act, entitled " An act (c) to provide for the prompt settle- 
ment of public accounts," passed the third day of March, eighteen 
hundred and seventeen, be, and hereby are, repealed, from and 
after the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and twenty-two. 

[Sec. 2. All moneys which may remain in the hands of the 
treasurer as agent of the war and navy departments, shall be re- 
paid into the treasury.] 

Sec. 3. That all moneys appropriated for the use of the 
war and navy departments shall, from and after the day and 
year last aforesaid, be drawn from the treasury, by warrants 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, upon the requisitions of 
the secretaries of those departments, respectively, counter- 
signed by the second comptroller of the treasury, and regis- 
tered by the proper auditor. 

Sec. 4. That so much of the said act of the third day of March, 
eighteen hundred and seventeen, {d) as is repugnant to the forego- 
ing provisions, be, and is hereby, repealed, from and after the 
thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and twenty-two. 

[Approved, May 1, 1822.] 



Chapter 1.— Approved, Dec'r 20, 1822.— Vol. 3, p. 720. 

An Act authorizmg an additional naval force for the suppression of piracy. 

Sec 1. That the President of the United States be, and he 
hereby is, authorized to purchase or construct a sufficient number 
of vessels, in addition to those now employed, of snch burthen and 
construction as he may deem necessary, and to fit, equip, and man 
the same for immediate service, for the purpose of repressing 
piracy, and of affording eifectual protection to the citizens and 
commerce of the United States in the Gulf of Mexico, and the 
seas and territories adjacent. 

[Sec 2. One hundred and sixty thousand dollars appropriated.] 

(o) Chap. 37. (b) Chap. 85. (c) Chap. 45. (d) Chap. 45. 
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Chapter 7.— Approved, January 30, 1823.— Vol. 3, p. 721. 

An Act in addition to "An act to continue in force 'An act to protect the 
commerce of the United States, and punish the crime of piracy, and, also, 
to m,ake further provision for punishing the crime of piracy." 

That tlie first, second, third, and fourtli sections of an act, 
entitled "An act (a) to protect the commerce of the United 
States, and punish the crime of piracy," passed on the third 
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and nineteen, be, and the same are hereby, con- 
tinued in force, in all respects, as fully as if the said sec- 
tions had been enacted without limitation, in the said act, 
or in the act to which this is an addition, and which was 
passed on the fifteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty. 



Chapter 9. — Approved, January 31, 1823. — Vol. 3, p. 723. 

An Act concerning the disbursement of public money. 

1. No advance of public money, except to officers employed on distant sta- 
tions. 2. Officers or agents of the United States to account quarter-yearly. 
3. Officers or agents offending to be reported to the President, and dis- 
missed ; but may be continued if he shall account satisfactorily. 4. No 
security to government, to be impaired by dismissal. 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the passing of this act, no 
advance of public money shall be made in any case what- 
ever ; but in all cases of contracts for the performance of 
any service, or the delivery of articles of any description, 
for the use of the United States, payment shall not [exeed]' 
exceed the value of the service rendered, or of the articles 
delivered previously to such payment: provided, that it 
shall be lawful, under the special direction (h) of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to make such advances to the 

(ffi) Chap. 11, ante, p. 239, and see chap. 113, ante, p. 253. 

(b) The President is not expected to be the administrative officer of the de- 
partments, and his general orders to the bureaus to advance funds to the dis- 
bursing ofBoers anthorizes such payments: 1 How. 290, Williams vs. United 
States. 
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disbiirsmg officers of the Government, as may be necessary 
to the faithful and prompt discharge of their respective 
duties, and to the fuMlment of the public engagements: 
and provided, also, that the President of the United States 
may direct such advances, as he may deem necessary and 
proper, to such persons in the military and naval service as 
may be employed on distant stations, where the discharge 
of the pay and emoluments, to which they may be entitled, 
cannot be regularly effected. 

Sec. 2. That every officer or agent of the United States, 
who shall receive public money which he is not authorized 
to retain, as salary, pay, or emolument, shall render his 
accounts, quarter -yearly, to the proper accounting officers 
of the treasury, with the vouchers necessary to the correct 
and prompt settlement thereof, within three months, at least, 
after the expiration of each successive quarter, if resident 
within the United States ; and within six months if resident 
in a foreign country : provided, that nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to restrain the secretaries of any of the 
departments from requiring such returns from any officer or 
agent, subject to the control of such secretaries, as the pub- 
lic interest may require. 

Sec. 3. That every officer or agent of the United States, 
who shall offend against the provisions of the preceding 
sections, shall, by the officer charged with the direction of 
the department to which such offending officer is responsi- 
ble, be promptly reported to the President of the United 
States, and dismissed from the public service: provided, that 
in all cases where any officer, in default as aforesaid, shall 
account to the satisfaction of the President for such default, 
he may be continued in office, any thing in the foregoing 
provision to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 4. That no security given to, or obligation entered 
into with, the Government, shall be in any wise impaired, 
by the dismissing any officer, or from failure of the Presi- 
dent to dismiss any officer, coming under the provisions of 
this act. 

[Approved, January 31, 1823.J 
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Chapter 37.— Approved, Marcli 1, 1823.— Vol. 3, p. 770. 

An Act in addition to the act, entitled ''An act for the prompt settlement of 
public accounts," and for the punishment of the crime of perjury. 

Sec. 3. That if any person shall swear or (a) affirm false- 
ly, touching the expenditure of public money, or in sup- 
port of any claim against the United States, he or she shall, 
upon conviction thereof, suffer as for wilful and corrupt 
perjury. 

Chapter 72— Approved, March 3, 1823.— Vol. 3, p. 789. 

An Act respecting the punishment of piracy. 

That, from and after the passage of this act, the district 
courts of the United States, in districts where no circuit 
courts are holden, shall have cognizance of all cases arising 
under an act of Congress, approved May fifteenth, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty, entitled "An act (&) to con- 
tinue in force an act to protect the commerce of the United 
States, and punish the crime of piracy ; and, also, to make 
further provision for punishing the crime of piracy," and 
shall have the same power and jurisdiction therein, as the 
circuit courts of the United States, under the same act. 



Eesolution 2. — Approved, March 3, 1828. — Vol. 3, p. 789. 

Resolution to direct the withholdiny of the compensation of certain prise 

agents. 

That, from and after the first day of July next ensuing, no prize 
agent, (c) who has not accounted for the prize moneys with which 

(a) This includes all cases of false swearing, and required by the treasury- 
department in the expenditure of public money, or in support of any claims 
against the United States : 9 Peters, 238, 256, United States vs. Bailey. A false 
oath before a justice of the peace, authorized by regulation of the treasury de- 
partment, to take oaths as evidence at the department in support of a claim 
against United States, is perjury: 9 Peters, 238, 257. It is not necessary to 
allege that the intent was felonious. Ibid. 

(5) Chap. 113, ante, p. 263. 

(c) Office abolished, 3 Mar. 1849, chap. 103, sec. 8. 
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he has heretofore been entrusted for the benefit of the officers and 
crews of any public armed vessel or vessels of the United States, 
shall receive from the treasury of the United States any salary or 
compensation to which he may be entitled, until he shall have ac- 
counted for, or repaid into the treasury, all sums so entrusted to 
him for disbursement. 

lApproved, March 3, 1823.] 



Chaptee 15. — Approved, January 22, 1824. — Vol. 4, p. 4. 

An Act further extending the terin of half pay pensions to the widows and 
children of officers, seamen, and marines, who died in the public ser- 
vice, (a) 

[Sec. 1. The term of half-pay pensions to the widows, &c., of 
officers, &c., extended for 5 years more.] 

[Sec. 2. Acts of 3 March, 1811, chap. 60 ; and of 3 March, 
1819, conditionally repealed.] 



Chapter 34.— Approyed, April 9, 1824.— Vol. 4, p. 18. 

An Act extending the term of pensions granted to persons disabled, and to 
the ividows and orphans of those who have been slain, or who have died, 
in consequence of wounds or casualties, received while in the line of their 
duty, on board the private armed ships of the United States, during the 
late war. (6) 

[Acts of 4th March, 1814, chap. 20, and of 16 April, 1818, 
chap. 65, continued for 5 years on certain conditions.] 



Chapter 47. — Approved, May 4, 1824.— Vol. 4, p. 23. 

An Act rewarding the officers and crews of two gigs, or small boats, under 
the command of Lieutenant Francis H. Ch-egory, of the United States 
navy. 

[The President of the United States authorized to have distri- 
buted, as prize money, to Lieutenant Francis H. Gregory, of the 

(a) These pension acts are continued by 28 June, 1832; 30 June, 1S34; 3 
Mar. 1816; 3 Mar. 1847; and by act of 11 Aug. 1848, both to widows and 
orphans. 

(6) Extended 6 years more by 23 May, 1828, chap. 72. 
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United States navy, and the officers and crews of two gigs, or 
smaH boats, under his command, or to their legal representatives, 
the sum of $3,000, for the capture and destruction of a British 
gun-boat called the Black Snake, in the river St. Lawrence, on 
19th June, 1814. $3,000 appropriated for the purpose aforesaid.] 
\_Approved, May 4, 1824.] 



Chapter 166.— Approved, May 26, 1824.— Vol. 4, p. 48. 

An Act authorizing an examination and survey of the harbor of Charleston, 
in South Carolina, of Si. Mary's, in Georgia, and of the coast of Florida, 
and for other purposes. 

[The Secretary of the Navy authorized to cause to be made an 
examination and survey of the harbors of Charleston, in South 
Carolina, and St. Mary's, in Georgia, in reference to the expedi- 
ency of establishing U navy yard at either of those places, for the 
building and repairing sloops of war and other vessels of an infe- 
rior class ; and, also, to cause to be made and perfected an exami- 
nation and survey of the harbor of Pensacola, and the coast of 
Florida, in order to ascertain the expediency of establishing a 
naval depot at Pensacola, or at such place in the vicinity of it, as 
may be most advantageous to the United States ; and the sum of 
five thousand dollars appropriated for the purposes aforesaid.] 



Chapter 190.— Approved, May 26, 1824.— Vol. 4, p. 71. 

An Act to revive and extend the term of certain pensions ivhicJ\have 
expired by limitation. 

[Certain pensions revived and continued, subject to the condi- 
tions of the act of 9th April, 1824, chap. 34.] 



Resolution 1. — Approved, Feb. 4, 1824. — Vol. 4, p. 78. 

A Resolution in relation to an iiiiended visit of the Marquis de La Fayette 
to the United States. 

The Marquis de La Fayette having expressed his intention to 
visit this country ; 
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That the President be requested to communicate to him the 
assurances of grateful and affectionate attachment still cherished 
for him by the government and people of the United States ; 

That whenever the President shall be informed of the time when 
the Marquis may be ready to embark, [that] a national ship, with 
suitable accommodations, be employed to bring him to the United 
States. 

[Approved, February 4, 1824.J 



Chapter 65. — ^Approved, Marcli 3, 1825. — Yol. 4, p. 115. 

An Act more effectually to provide for the pumshm.en,t of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes. 

1. Any person within any fort, who shall maliciously burn any dwelling house, 
to suffer death. 2. Setting fire to any arsenal, to be fined and imprisoned. 
3. Offences in said places, to be dealt with according to the laws of the 
state. 4. Murder on the high seas, punishable with death. 6. Offences 
on board any ship of a citizen within the jurisdiction of any foreign state, 
cognizable, Ac. by the proper court of the United States, unless tried abroad. 
6. Attacking any ship or vessel with an intent to plunder. 7. Of any per- 
son who shall attempt to kill, rob, &e. 8. Eeceiving stolen goods. 9. To 
plunder, steal, or destroy any money, goods, Ac. belonging to any ship or 
vessel, Ac. in distress. 10. Masters, Ac. of ships who shall force any offi- 
cer, ka. on shore to leave him behind in any foreign port or place. 11. Set- 
ting on fire any ship of the United States afloat, or within the admiralty 
jurisdiction of the United States. Court martial may punish. 12. Ex- 
tortion, punishment of. 18. Forgery of letters of attorney, to receive 
pension or prize money, or wages. Punishment therefor. 22. On the 
high seas, Ac. using a dangerous weapon with an intent to kill, &c. 23. 
Conspiracy, &c. to destroy a ship to injure underwriters, Ac. Punishment. 
25. Acts inconsistent repealed. Proviso. 26. This act not to deprive state 
courts of their jurisdiction. 

Sec. 1. That if any person or persons, within any fort, 
dock yard, navy yard, arsenal, armory, or magazine, the 
site whereof is ceded to, and under the jurisdiction of the 
United States, or on the site of any light-house, or other 
needful building belonging to the United States, the site 
whereof is ceded to them, and under their jurisdiction, as 
aforesaid, shall wilfully and maliciously, burn any dwelling 
house, or mansion, house or any store, barn, stable, or other 
building, parcel of any dwelling or mansion house, every 
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person, so oftending, his or her counsellors, aiders, and abet- 
tors, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall, on convic- 
tion thereof, suffer death. 

Sec. 2. That if any person or persons, in any of the 
places aforesaid, shall, wilfully and maliciously, set fire to, 
or burn, any arsenal, armory, magazine, rope-walk, ship- 
house, warehouse, block-house, or barrack, or any store- 
house, barn, or stable, not parcel of a dwelling house, or 
any other building not mentioned in the first section of this 
act, or any ship or vessel, built or building, or begun to be 
built, or repairing, or any light-house, or beacon, or any 
timber, cables, rigging, or other materials for building, re- 
pairing, or fitting out, ships, or vessels, or any pile of wood, 
boards, or other lumber, or any military, naval, or victual- 
ling stores, arms, or other munitions of war, every person 
so offending, his or her counsellors, aiders, and abettors, 
shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall, on conviction 
thereof, be punished by fine, not exceeding five thousand 
dollars, and by imprisonment and confinement to hard labor, 
not exceeding ten years, according to the aggravation of 
the offence. 

Sec. 3. That if any offence shall be committed in any of 
the places aforesaid, the punishment of which offence is not 
specially provided for by any law of the United States, such 
offence shall, upon a conviction in any court of the United 
States having cognizance thereof, be liable to, and receive, 
the same punishment as the laws (a) of the State in which 
such fort, dock yard, navy yard, arsenal, armory, or magazine, 
or other place, ceded as aforesaid, is situated, provide for 
the like offence, when committed within the body of any 
county of such State. 

Sec. 4. That if any person or persons, upon the high 
seas, or in any arm of the sea, or in any river, haven, creek, 
basin, or bay, within the admiralty and maritime jurisdic- 
tion of the United States, and out of the jurisdiction of any 
particular State, shall commit the crime of wilful murder, 

(a) lu force at the time of this enactment: 6 Peters, 142, United States vs. 
Paul. 
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or rape, or shall, wilfully and maliciously, strike, stab, 
wound, poison, or slioot at, any other person, of which 
striking, stabbing, wounding, poisoning, or shooting, such 
person shall afterwards die, upon land, within or without 
the United States, every person so oflEending, his or her 
counsellors, aiders, or abettors, shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and shall, upon conviction thoreof, suffer death. 

Sec. 5. That if any offence shall be committed on board 
of any ship or vessel, belonging to any citizen or citizens 
of the United States, while lying in a port or place within 
the jurisdiction of any foreign state or sovereign, by any 
person belonging to the company of said ship, or any pas- 
senger, on any other person belonging to the company of 
said ship, or any other passenger, the same offence shall be 
cognizable and punishable by the proper circuit court of 
the United States, in the same way and manner, and under 
the same circumstances, as if said offence had been com- 
mitted on board of such ship or vessel on the high seas, and 
without the jurisdiction of such foreign sovereign or state : 
provided, always, that if such offender shall be tried for such 
offence, and acquitted or convicted thereof, in any compe- 
tent court of such foreign state or sovereign, he shall not be 
subject to another trial in any court of the United States. 

Sec. 6. (a) That if any person or persons, upon the high 
seas, or in any arm of the sea, or in any river, haven, creek, 
basin, or bay, within the admiralty and maritime jurisdic- 
tion of the United States, and out of the jurisdiction of any 
particular State, shall, by surprise, or by open force or vio- 
lence, maliciously attack, or set upon, any ship or vessel 
belonging in whole or part to the United States, or to any 
citizen or citizens thereof, or to any other person whatso- 
ever, with an intent unlawfully to plunder the same ship 
or vessel, or to despoil any owner or owners thereof of any 
moneys, goods, or merchandize, laden on board thereof, 
every person so offending, his or her counsellors, aiders, or 
abettors, shall be deemed guilty of felony ; and shall, on 
conviction thereof, be punished by fine, not exceeding five 

(a) See further of the punishment of piracy, 15 May, 1820, chap. 113, sec. 3. 
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thousand dollars, and by imprisonment and confinement to 
hard labor, not exceeding ten years, ' according to tlie ag- 
gravation of the offence. 

Sec. 7. That if any person or persons, upon the high seas, 
or in any other of the places aforesaid, with intent to kill, 
rob, steal, commit a rape, or to do or perpetrate any other 
felony, shall break or enter any ship or vessel, boat or raft ; 
or if any person or persons shall, wilfully and maliciously, 
cut, spoil, or destroy, any cordage, cable, buoys, buoy-rope, 
headfast, or other fast, fixed to any anchor or moorings, 
belonging to any ship, vessel, boat, or raft ; every person so 
offending, his or her coiansellors, aiders, and abettors, shall 
be deemed guilty of felony, and shall, on conviction thereof, 
be punished by fine, not exceeding one thousand dollars, 
and by imprisonment and confinement to hard labor, not 
exceeding five years, according to the aggravation of the 
offence. 

Sec. 8. That if any person or persons, upon the high seas, 
or in any of the places aforesaid, shall buy, receive, or con- 
ceal, or aid in concealing, any money, goods, bank notes, or 
other efl'eots and things which may be the subject of lar- 
ceny, which have been feloniously taken or stolen, from any 
other person, knowing the same to have been taken or 
stolen, every person, so offending, shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and may be prosecuted therefor, although 
the principal offender chargeable, or charged, with the lar- 
ceny, shall not have been prosecuted or convicted thereof; 
and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by fine, not 
exceeding one thou.sand dollars, and imprisonment and con- 
finement to hard labor, not exceeding three years, according 
to the aggravation of the offence. 

Sec. 9. (a) That if any person or persons shall plunder, 
steal, or destroy, any money, goods, merchandize, or other 
effects, from or belonging to any ship or vessel, or boat, or 
raft, which shall be in distress, or which shall be wrecked, 
lost, stranded, or cast away, upon the sea, or upon any reef, 

(a) This section is within the constitutional powers of Congress to regulate 
commerce: 12 Peters, 72, 78, United States vs. Coombs. 
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shoal, bank, or rocks, of the sea, (a) or in any other place 
within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the 
United States; or if any person or persons shall wilfully 
obstruct the escape of any person endeavoring to save his 
or her life from such ship or vessel, boat or raft, or the 
wreck thereof, or, if any person or persons shall hold out, 
or show, any false light, or lights, or extinguish any true 
light, with intention to bring any ship or vessel, boat or 
raft, being or sailing upon the sea, into danger or distress, 
or shipwreck ; every person so offending, his or her coun- 
sellors, aiders, and abettors, shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by fine, 
not exceeding five thousand dollars, and imprisonment and 
confinement to hard labor, not exceeding ten years, accord- 
ing to the aggravation of the offence. 

Sec. 10. That if any master or commander of any ship or 
vessel, belonging in whole, or in part, to any citizen or 
citizens of the United States, shall, during his being abroad, 
maliciously, and without justifiable cause, force any ofScer, 
or mariner, of such ship or vessel, on shore, or leave him 
behind, in any foreign port or place, or refuse to bring 
home again all such of the of&cers and mariners, of such 
ship or vessel, whom he carried out with him, as are in a 
condition to return, and willing to return, when he shall be 
ready to proceed in his homeward voyage, every master or 
commander, so offending, shall, on conviction thereof, be 
punished by fine, not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by 
imprisonment, not exceeding six months, according to the 
aggravation of the offence. 

Sec. 11. That if any person or persons shall, wilfully and 
maliciously, set on fire, or burn, or otherwise destroy, or 
cause to be set on fire, or burnt, or otherwise destroyed, or 
aid, procure, abet, or assist in setting on fire, or burning, or 
otherwise destroying, any ship or vessel of war of the 
United States, afloat on the high seas, or in any arm of the 
sea, or in any river, haven, creek, basin, or bay, within the 

(a) Though the goods from a castaway ship were stolen ahove high water 
marls: 12 Peters, 72, United States vs. Coombs. 
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admiralty jurisdiction of the United States, and out of tlie 
jurisdiction of any particular State, every person so offend- 
ing shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall, on convic- 
tion thereof, suffer death: provided^ that nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to take away or impair the 
right of any court martial to punish any offence, which, by 
the law of the United States, may be punishable by such 
court. 

Sec. 12. That if any officer of the United States shall be 
guilty of extortion, under or by color of his office, every 
person so offending, shall, on conviction thereof, be pun- 
ished by fine, not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by 
imprisonment, not exceeding one year, according to the 
aggravation of the offence. 

[Sections 13, 14, 15, 16 and lY are omitted, as they do not 
relate to the navy.] 

Sec. 18. That if any person or persons shall falsely make, 

forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, 

forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 

making, forging, or counterfeiting, any paper, writing, or 

instrument, in imitation of, or purporting to be, any letter 

of attorney, or other authority or instrument to * * * * * 

receive any pension, prize money, wages, or other debt or 

sum of money due, or to become due, from the United 

States; or shall forge or counterfeit, or ca,use or procure 

to be forged or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in 

forging or counterfeiting, the name or names of any of the 

holders or proprietors of any such * * * * * pension, prize 

money, wages, or other debt or sum of money as aforesaid, 

in or to any such pretended letter of attorney, authority, or 

instrument ; or shall, knowingly and fraudulently, demand, 

or endeavor to have or obtain, such ***** pension, 

prize money, wages, or other debt or sum of money, or any 

part thereof, to be received or paid, by virtue of any such 

false, forged, or counterfeited letter of attorney, authority, 

or instrument ; or shall, falsely and deceitfully, personate 

any true or real proprietor or holder of such ***** 

pension, prize money, wages, or other debt or sum of 
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money, as aforesaid, and thereby transferring, or endeavor- 
ing to transfer, * * * * * or receiving, or endeavoring to 
receive, the money of such true or lawful holder or pro- 
prietor thereof, or the money of such person or persons, 
really and truly entitled to receive such * * * pension, 
prize money, wages, or other debt, or sum of money, as 
aforesaid, as if such offender were the true and lawful 
owner thereof, and entitled thereto ; every person, so offend- 
ing, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall, on convic- 
tion thereof, be punished by fine, not exceeding five thou- 
sand dollars, and by imprisonment and confinement to hard 
labor, not exceeding ten years, according to the aggravation 
of the offence. 

[Sections 19, 20 and 21 relate to counterfeiting coin.] 
Sec. 22. That if any person or persons, upon the high 
seas, or in any arm of the sea, or in any river, haven, creek, 
basin, or bay, within the admiralty jurisdiction of the 
United States, and out of the jurisdiction of any particnlar 
State, on board any vessel belonging in whole, or in part, 
to the United States, or any citizen or citizens thereof, shall, 
with a dangerous weapon, or with intent to kill, rob, steal, 
or to commit a mayhem, or rape, or to perpetrate any other 
felony, commit an assault, on another, such person shall, on 
conviction thereof, be punished by fine, not exceeding three 
thousand dollars, and by imprisonment and confinement to 
hard labor, not exceeding three years, according to the 
aggravation of the offence. 

Sec. 23. That if any person or persons shall, on the high 
seas, or within the United States, wilfully and corruptly 
conspire, combine, and confederate, with any other person 
or persons, snch other person or persons being either within 
or without the United States, to cast ' away, burn, or other- 
wise destroy, any ship or vessel, or to procure the same to 
be done, with intent to injure any person, or body politic, 
that hath underwritten, or shall thereafterwards underwrite, 
any policy of insurance thereon, or on goods on board 
thereof, or with intent to injure any person, or body poli- 
tic, that hath lent or advanced, or thereafter shall lend or 
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advance, any money on such vessel, on bottomry or respon- 
dentia, or shall, within the United States, build or fit out, 
or aid in building or fitting out, any ship or vessel, with 
intent that the same shall be cast away, burnt, or destroyed, 
for the purpose or with the design aforesaid, every person, 
so offending, shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty 
of felony, and shall be punished by fine, not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars, and by imprisonment and confinement to 
hard labor, not exceeding ten years. 

[Sec. 24. Not naval. J 

Sec. 25. That all (a) acts, and parts of acts, inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act, shall be, and the same are 
hereby, repealed : provided, nevertheless, that all such acts, 
and parts of actSj.*shall be and remain in full force for the 
punishment of all offences committed before the passing of 
this act. 

Sec. 26. That nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to deprive the courts of the individual States, of juris- 
diction, under the laws of the several States, over offences 
made punishable by this act. 

^Approved, March 3, 1825. J 



Chapter 95.— Approved, March 3, 1825.— Yol. 4, p. 127. 

An Act authorizing the establishment of a navy yard and depot, on the coast 
of Florida, in the GkiXf of Mexico. 

[The President authorized to select and purchase a site for a 
navy yard and depot, on the coast of Florida, in the Gulf of Mexi- 
co, and to erect such buildings, and make such improvements there- 
on, as he may judge necessary for the accommodation and supply 
of the United States' vessels of war in that quarter ; one hundred 
thousand dollars appropriated, for effecting that object.] 

(a) As 2 Apr. 1792, chap. 16, and 21 Mar. 1806, chap. 49. See 30 Apr. 1?90, 
chap. 9; 30 Jan. 1799, chap. 1; 24 Apr. 1800, chap. 35. 
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Chapter 101.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1825.— Vol. 4, p. 131. 

An Act to authorize the building of ten sloops of war, and for other purposes. 

[Sec. 1. The President authorized to cause to be built, in addi- 
tion to the present naval force of the United States, a number of 
sloops of war, not exceeding ten, to carry not less than twenty 
guns each, of such description and weight of metal as the Presi- 
dent may direct ; and five hundred thousand dollars appropriated, 
for the aforesaid purpose.] 

[Sec. 2. The President authorized to cause to be sold, at such 
time, and in such manner, as he shall judge best for the public 
interest, the whole, or a part, of the vessels which were purchased 
under the authority of the act, entitled "An act (a) authorizing an 
additional naval force for the suppression of piracy ;" also, the 
whole of the public vessels upon lakes Erie, Ontario, and Cham- 
plain, except the ships of the line New OrljAs and Chippewa, 
now on the stocks, under cover, at Sackett's i^rbor.] 

[Sec. 3. The proceeds of such sales applied, under the direction 
of the President, to the repairs and building of sloops of war, 
which have been, or may be, authorized to be built.] 



Chapter 64.— Approved, May 17, 1826.— Vol. 4, p. 168. 

An Act supplementary to "An act for the gradual increase of the navy of 
the United States." (&) 

[The President authorized to cause the building of one of the 
ships, authorized by the act for the gradual increase of the navy 
of the United States, to be suspended, and the timber for the same 
to be laid up and secured. And if, in his opinion, the same can 
be done on advantageous terms to the United States, to cause to 
be purchased, (c) for the United States, a ship of not less than 
the smallest class authorized to be built by the said act ; and for 
carrying such purchase into efifect, the amount for which the pur- 
chase may be paid out of the appropriation heretofore made for 
the gradual increase of the navy of the United States. ] 

(a) Chap. 1, 20 Dec. 1822. 

(b) Chap. 138, 29 Apr. 1816, ante, p. 213. 

(c) Under the authority of this act, the frigate Hudson was bought. 
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Eesolution 2.— Approved, May 13, 1826. — Yol. 4, p. 195. 

Resolution expressive of the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct of 
Lieutenant Duncan, of the United States Navy. 

[The provisions of the joint resolutions of Congress, passed 
Oct. 20, 1814, entitled "Resolutions expressive of the sense of 
Congress of the gallant conduct of Captain Thomas Macdonough, 
the officers, seamen, and marines, and infantry serving as marines, 
on board of the United States squadron on lake Champlain," to 
be so construed and extended as to include the name of Silas 
Duncan, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, in testi- 
mony of the sense w^hich is entertained by both Houses of Con- 
fress, of the distinguished gallantry and good conduct of the said 
lieutenant Duncan, in an action with the enemy's forces, on the 
6th September, 1814, en the same lake.] 



%. 



Eesolution 5. — Approved, May 22^ 1826. — Yol. 4, p. 195. 

Itesolution directing surveys and estimates for dry doclcs. 

[The President to cause an examination and accurate survey to 
be made, by a skilful engineer, of a site for a dry dock, at the 
navy yard at Portsmouth, New Hampshire ; Charlestown, Massa- 
chusetts ; Brooklyn, New York; and Gosport, Virginia; and 
that such engineer be required to state the dimensions necessary 
for such docks, the advantages of each of the above named places 
for such establishment, the objections that apply to either, with a 
detailed estimate of the expense of a suitable site, and of con- 
structing a dock at each of said places ; and that the President be 
requested to communicate the same to Congress in the first week 
of the next session.] 



Chapter 94.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1827.— Yol. 4, p. 242. 

An Act for the gradual improvement of the navy of the United States. 

Sec. 1. That, for the gradual improvement of the navy of the 
United States, the sum of five hundred thousand dollars per 
annum, for six years, is hereby appropriated, to be applied as in 
this act prescribed, and as may, hereafter, be directed by law. 

[Sec. 2. The President authorized to cause to be procured, 
ship timber, suitable for the construction of vessels of the various 
classes now recognized in the navy of the United States ; and, 
also, the timber proper for the construction of steam batteries ; 

18 
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and to take the proper measures for having the said timber duly 
seasoned and preserved, so as to be fit for immediate use.] 

[Sec. 3. The President authorized to take the proper measures 
to preserve the live oak timber growing on the lands of the United 
States, and he is also authorized to reserve from sale such lands, 
belonging to the United States, as may be found to contain live 
oak, or other timber, in sufficient quantity to render the same 
valuable for naval purposes.] 

[Sec. 4. The President authorized to cause to be constructed 
tvro dry docks, on the most approved plan, for the use of the navy 
of the United States, the one of said docks (a) to be erected at some 
point to the south, and the other to the north, of the Potomac river. ] 

[Sec. 5. The President authorized to cause the necessary ex- 
aminations and inquiries to be made, to ascertain the practicability 
and expediency of erecting a marine railvray for the repair of 
sloops of vrar, and other vessels of an inferior class, at Pensacola, 
and, if it shall appear, from such inquiry and examination, that 
such railway would be useful to the navy of thfe''*tJnited States, and 
can be constructed at a reasonable expense, that he cause the same 
to be constructed on the most approved plan.] 

[Sec. 6. The President authorized to cause the navy yards of 
the United States to be thoroughly examined, and plans to be 
prepared, and sanctioned by the President, for the improvement of 
the same, and the preservation of the public property therein; 
from which plans, no deviation shall hereafter be made but by his 
special order.] 

Sec. 1. That the money appropriated by this act shall not be 
transferred to any other object of expenditure, nor shall any part 
thereof be carried to the fund denominated the surplus fuijd ; and 
annual reports shall be submitted to Congress of the expenditures 
under this act, and the measures taken to carry the same into effect. 

^Approved, March 3, 182t.] 



Kesolution 1.— Approved, Jan. 24, 1827.— Vol. 4, p. 245. 

Resolution directing the Secretary of the Navy to apply to the Oovernment 
of Pennsylvania for jurisdiction over certain lands at the navy yard, 
Philadelphia. 

[The Secretary of the Navy directed to request the Government 
of the State of Pennsylvania to cede to the United States, juris- 
diction over such lands as are owned by the United States, and 
improved for public purposes, at the navy yard, near Phila- 
delphia.] (6) 

(a) See res. 5, 22 May, 1858. 

(6) Juriadiction ceded by act of legislature of Pennsylvania, 20 Mar. 1827. 
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Chaptee 2.— Approved, January 25, 1828.— Vol. 4, p. 246. 

An Act to prevent defalcations on the part of the disbursing agents of the 
Government, and for other purposes, (a) 

That no money hereafter appropriated shall be paid to 
any person, for his compensation, who is in arrears to the 
United States, until such person shall have accounted for, 
and paid intO' the treasury, all sums for which he may be 
liable : provided, that nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to extend to balances arising solely from the depre- 
ciation of treasury notes received by such person, to be ex- 
pended in the public service ; but in all cases where the 
pay or salary of any person is withheld, in pursuance of 
this act, it shall be the duty of the accounting officers, if 
demanded by the party, his agent or attorney, to report, 
forthwith, to the agent of the treasury department, the bal- 
ance due ; and it shall be the duty of the said agent, within 
sixty days thereafter, to order suit to be commenced against 
such delinquent and his sureties. 



Chaptee 72.— Approved, May 23, 1828.— Yol. 4, p.. 288i. 

An Act to provide for extending the term of certain pensions, chargeable on' 
the navy and privateer pension fund.. 

[Certain five year half pay pensions continued for five years, 
more.] (6) 

[Pensions granted by chap. 20, March 4, 1814, and chap.. 65, 
April 16, 1818, arising from captures and salvage by private- 
armed vessels, continued for 5 years more.] 



Chaptee 104.— Approved, May 24, 1828.— Vol. 4^ p. 304.. 

An Act to increase the pay of lieutenants in the navy, (c) 

That, from and after the passing of this act, all lieutenants in, 
the navy of the United States shall, in addition to the pay and 
emoluments now allowed them by law, each receive ten dbllars pec- 
month, and one ration per day. 

(a) Not to authorize the withholding of the pension of any one entitled: 
thereto, by 20 May, 1836, chap. 77, post. p. 300. 
(6) 5 years more, by 19 June, 1834, chap. 65. 
(c; Eepealed by 2d see. of chap. 27, 3 Mar. 1835. 
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Chapter 121.— Approved, May 24, 1828.— Vol. 4, p. 313, 

An Act for the better organization of the medicril departinent of the navy of 
the United States, [a) 

1. 'So appointment of assistant surgeon, unless examined by a board of naval 
Burgeons. 2. President may designate "surgeons of the fleet." 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the passing of this act, no 
person shall receive the appointment of assistant surgeon in 
the navy of the United States, unless he shall have been 
examined and approved by a board of naval surgeons, who 
shall be designated for that purpose by the Secretary of the 
Navy Department ; and no person shall receive the appoint- 
ment of surgeon in the navy of the United States until he 
shall have served as an assistant surgeon at least two years, 
on board a public vessel of the United States, at sea, and 
unless, also, he shall have been examined and approved by 
a board of surgeons constituted as aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United States may desig- 
nate and appoint, to every fleet or squadron, an experienced 
and intelligent surgeon, then in the naval service of the 
United States, to be denominated "surgeon of the fleet," 
who shall be surgeon of the flag ship, and who in addition 
to his duties as such, shall examine and approve all requisi- 
tions for medical and hospital stores for the fleet, and inspect 
their quality ; and who shall, in difGicult cases, consult with 
the surgeons of the several ships, and make records of the 
character and treatment of diseases, to be transmitted to the 
navy department ; and who, in addition to the compensa- 
tion allowed to surgeons at sea, shall be allowed double 
rations while acting as surgeon of the fleet as aforesaid. (J) 

Sec. 3. That assistant surgeons, who shall have been commis- 
sioned less than five years, shall each receive thirty dollars a month, 
and two rations a day ; after five years' service, they shall be en- 
titled to an examination by a board of naval surgeons, constituted 

(a) The 4th and 5th sections of this act, and that part of the 3d which re- 
lates to pay, repealed by act of 3 Mar. 1835, chap. 27, "to regulate the pay of 
the navy." 

(5) See 3 Mar. 1835, chap. 27; and see explanatory act, 21 Jan. 1829, chap. 7. 
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as aforesaid, and having been approved and passed by such board, 
they shall each receive an addition of five dollars a month, and 
one ration a day ; and, after ten years' service, a further addition 
of five dollars a month, and one ration a day. 

Sec. 4. That every surgeon who shall have received his appoint- 
ment, as is hereinbefore provided for, shall receive fifty dollars a 
month, and tvfo rations a day ; after five years' service, he shall be 
entitled to receive fifty-five dollars a month and an additional 
ration a day ; and after ten years' service, he shall receive sixty 
dollars a month and an additional ration a day ; and, after twenty 
years' service, he shall receive seventy dollars a month and the 
rations as last aforesaid. 

Sec. 5. That every assistant surgeon (after having faithfully 
served two years) shall, while in actual service at sea, in addition 
to the usual compensation Allowed him by law, receive double 
rations, and five dollars a month ; and every surgeon in the navy, 
while in actual service at sea, shall also, in addition to his usual 
compensation, receive double rations, and ten dollars a month. 

lApproved, May 24, 1828.] 



Chapter 7. — Approved, January 21, 1829.— Yol. 4, p. 330. 

An Act to amend an act, entitled "An act for the better organization of the 
medical department of the navy,'' approved %ith May, 1828. {a) 

That every surgeon, who was in the navy at the time of the 
passage of the act for the better organization of the medical 
department of the navy, approved twenty-fourth May, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-eight, shall be entitled to the 
additional pay and rations (according to length of service) pro- 
vided for by the fourth section of that act, notwithstanding such 
surgeons may not have been examined, or received their appoint- 
ments in the manner prescribed by the first section thereof. (6) 



Chapter 80.— Approved, April 24, 1880.— Vol. 6, p. 414. 

An Act for the relief of the widows and orphans of the officers, seamen, and 
marines, of the sloop of war Hornet. 

That the widows, if any such there be, and in case there be no 
widow, the child or children; and if there be no child, then the 
parent or parents ; and if there be no parent, then the brothers 

(o) Chap. 27, ante. See notes to chap. 121, 2i May, 1828. 
(6) Repealed by see. 2, of chap. 21, 3 Mar. 1836. 
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and sisters of the officers, seamen, and marines, who were in the 
service of the United States, and lost in the United States' sloop 
of war Hornet, shall be entitled to, and receive, out of any money 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, a sum equal to six 
months' pay of their respective deceased relatives, aforesaid, in 
addition to the pay due to the said deceased, on the tenth day of 
September last, up to which day the arrears of pay due the de- 
ceased shall be allowed and paid by the accounting officers of the 
navy department. 

]^Approved, April 24, 1830. J 



Ebsolution 6.— Approved, May 29, 1830.— Yol. 4, p. 430. 

Resolution in relation to the compensation of officers of the marine corps. 

That the pay, subsistence, emoluments and allowances, received 
by the officers of the marine corps, previous to the first of April, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, be, and the same is hereby, 
directed to be continued to them from that date up to the twenty- 
eight of February, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one. (a) 



Chapter 15.— Approved, Feb'y 8, 1831.— Yol. 4, p. 436. 

An Act to authorize the construction of three schooners for the naval service 
of the United States. 

[The President of the United States authorized to cause to be 
built, equipped, and employed in the naval service of the United 
States, three schooners, (6) not exceeding twelve guns each ; and 
$87,360 appropriated, for the purpose of carrying the foregoing 
provisions into effect.] 



Chapter 57.— Approved, Marcli 2, 1831.— Yol. 4, p. 462. 

An Act making appropriations for naval service for the year 1831. (c) 

[For rebuilding and removing the monument, erected in the 
navy yard at Washington, by the officers of the American navy, 
to the memory of those who fell in battle in the Tripolitan war, 
a sum not exceeding twenty-one hundred dollars, to be expended 
under the orders of the Secretary of the Navy.] 

(a) Continued by res. 2, 25 May, 1832; and see 30 June, 1834. 
(6) The vessels built under the authority of this act, are the Enterprise, 
Boxer, and Experiment. 

(c) See 13 Mar. 1808, chap. 34; and 14 July, 1832, chap. 222. 



TWEKTY-FlEST OONGEESS, SECOND SESSION. 279 

Chaptee 66.— Approved, Marcli 2, 1831.— Vol. 4, p. 472. 

An Act to provide for the punishment of offences committed in cutting, 
destroying, or removing live oak, and other timber or trees, reserved for 
naval purposes. 

1. Persons cutting, or destroying live oak, &c.; or removing the same, to pay 
a fine triple the value. 2. Vessels taking away timber, to be forfeited ; 
Captain to be fined. 3. Penalties, how to be sued for. Mitigation of pen- 
alty. 

Sec. 1. Tliat if any person or persons shall cut, or cause 
or procure to be cut, or aid, assist, or be employed in cut- 
ting, or shall "wantonly destroy, or cause or procure to be 
wantonly destroyed, or aid, assist, or be employed in wan- 
tonly destroying, (a) any live oak or red cedar tree or trees, 
or otber timber, standing, growing, or being, on any lands 
of the United States, wliicb, in pursuance of any law passed, 
or hereafter to be passed, shall have been reserved or pur- 
chased for the use of the United States, for supplying or 
furnishing therefrom timber for the navy of the United 
States ; or if any person or persons shall remove, or cause 
or procure to be removed, or aid, or assist, or be employed 
in removing, from any such lands which shall have been 
reserved or purchased as aforesaid, any live oak or red cedar 
tree or trees, or other timber, unless duly authorized so to do 
by order, in writing, of a competent ofiS.oer, and for the use 
of the navy of the United States ; or if any person or per- 
sons shall cut, or cause or procure to be cut, or aid, or assist, 
or be employed in cutting, any live oak or red cedar tree 
or trees, or other timber on, (6) or shall remove, or cause or 
procure to be removed, or aid, or assist, or be employed in 
removing, any live oak or red cedar trees, or other timber, 
from any other lands of the United States acquired, or here- 
after to be acquired, with intent to export, dispose of, use, 
or employ, the same in any manner whatsoever, other than 
for the use of the navy of the United States ; every such 

(a) And President to prevent by force, 23 Feb, 1822, chap. 9. 
(6) Whether reserved for naval purposes or not : 9 How. 351, 355, United 
States vs. .Briggs. 
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person or persons so offending, on conviction (a) thereof be- 
fore any court having competent jurisdiction, shall, for every 
such offence, pay a fine not less than triple the value of the 
tree or trees, or timber so cut, destroyed, or removed, and 
shall be imprisoned not exceeding twelve months. 

Sec. 2. That if the master, owner, or consignee, of any ship 
or vessel (6) shall, knowingly, take on board any timber 
cut on lands which shall have been reserved or purchased 
as aforesaid, without proper authority, and for the use of 
the navy of the United States ■ or shall take on board any 
live oak or red cedar timber cut on any other lands of the 
United States, with intent to transport the same to any port 
or place within the United States, or to export the same to 
any foreign country, the ship or vessel on board of which 
the same sha,ll be taken, transported, or seized, shall, with 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, be wholly forfeited to the 
United States ; and the captain or master of such ship or 
vessel, wherein the same shall have been exported to any 
foreign country against the provisions of this act, shall for- 
feit and pay to the United States a sum not exceeding one 
thousand dollars. 

Sec. 3. That all penalties and (e) forfeitures incurred under 
the provisions of this act shall be sued for, recovered, and 
distributed, and accounted for, under the directions of the 
Secretary of the Navy, and shall be paid over, one-half to 
the informer or informers, if any, or captors, where seized, 
and the other half to the commissioners of the navy pen- 
sion fund, for the use of the said fund ; and the commis- 
sioners of the said fund are hereby authorized to mitigate, 
in whole, or in part, and on such terms and conditions as 
they shall deem proper, and order, in writing, any fine, 
penalty, or forfeiture, incurred under this act. 

[Approved, March 2, 1831.] 

(a) Trespass also lies at the suit of the tTnited States: 11 How. 209) Cottons 
vs. United States. 

(6) Collectors to ascertain the fact before granting a clearance, 2 Mar. 1833, 
chap. 67. 

(c) It is the duty of officers of customs and land office to prosecute, 2 Mar. 
1833, chap. 67. See chap. 77, 3 Mar. 18i3. 
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Chapter 80.— Approved, May 19, 1832.— Yol. 4, p. 516. 

An act authorizing the revision and extension of the rules and regulations 
of the naval service. 

[The President of the TJaited States authorized to constitute a 
board of naval officers, to be composed of the naval commis- 
sioners and two post captains, to meet at the seat of Grovernment, 
whose duty it shall be, with the aid and assistance of the Attorney- 
General, carefully to revise and enlarge the rules and regulations 
governing the naval service, with the view to adapt them to the 
present and future exigencies of this important arm of national 
defence, whiofe rules and regulations, when approved by him and 
sanctioned by Congress, shall have the force of law, and stand in 
lieu of all others heretofore enacted.] (a) 



Chapter 151.— Approved, June 28, 1832.— Vol. 4, p. 550. 

An Act further to extend the pension [s] heretofore granted io the widows 
of 'persons killed, or viho died in the naval service. 

[Seo. 1. Certain five year half pay pensions to widows, &c., 
continued for five years more. J (&) 

[Sec. 2. The provisions of this act extended to the widows 
of all those who may have died by reason of wounds received 
during the war. ] 



Chapter 154.— Approved, July 8, 1832.— Vol. 4, p. 558. 

An Act to authorize the President of the United Stales to direct transfers 
of appropriation in the naval service, under certain circumstances, (c) 

That, upon the application of the Secretary of the Navy, the 
President of the United States shall have authority, whenever, in 
his opinion, the unforeseen contingencies of the public service may 
require it, to direct that a part of the money appropriated for a 
particular branch of the naval service be applied to another branch 
of the said service ; in which case, a special account of the moneys 

(a) See 1 Feb. 1815, chap. 35, sec. 2; and chap. Ill, see. 7, 3 Mar. 1857. 

(b) Extended five years more, by 30 June, 1834, chap. 134, (to cease on naar- 
riage or death of widow;) and 3 Mar. 1845, chap. 41; and by 3 Mar. 1847, 
chap. 49, sec. 2. 

(c) Renewed, without limitation, 30 June, 1834. 
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thus transferred, and of their application, shall be laid before Con- 
gress before its adjournment, if then in session, and during the 
first week of the next ensuing session, if such transfer be made in 
the recess of Congress. 

This act shall continue in force until the close of the next ses- 
sion of Congress, and no longer. 

lApproved, July 3, 1832.] 



Chaptek 187.— Approved, July 10, 1832.— Vol. 4, p. 569. 

An Act to provide for paying certain arrearages for survey smade by naval 
officers, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 3. That, from and after tlie passage of tHs act, tlie 
commander of the navy yard at tlie city of Washington, 
shall cease to act as navy agent ; and that portion of the act 
of the (a) twenty-seventh of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and four, which made it his duty so to do, shall be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed, and a separate and per- 
manent agent shall be appointed as in other cases, in the 
same manner, entitled to the same compensation, and under 
the same responsibilities, and to be governed by the same 
laws and regulations which now are, or may hereafter be,' 
adopted for other navy agents ; and it shall be his duty to 
act as agent not only for the navy yard in this city, but for 
the navy department, under the direction of the Secretary 
thereof, in the payment of such accounts and claims as the 
said Secretary may direct. 



Chaptee 190.— Approved, July 10, 1882.— Vol. 4, p. 570. 

An Act authorizing the construction of naval hospitals at the navy yards at 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, Brooklyn, New York, and Pensacola. 

[Sec. 1. The Secretary of the Navy, under the direction of the 
President of the United States, to cause to be constructed, for the 
use of the navy of the TJnited States, proper hospitals at or near 
each of the following places, to wit : the navy yard at Charlestown, 

(a) Chap. 63, ante, p. 163. 



TwENTY-FiEST Congress, Second Session. 283 

Massachusetts, the navy yard, Brooklyn, New York, and the navy 
yard, Pensacola.] 

[Sec. 2. Appropriations: Charlestown, twenty-six thousand 
dollars ; Brooklyn, twenty thousand dollars ; and Pensacola, thirty 
thousand dollars.] 

[Approved, July 10, 1832.J 



Chapter 191.— Approved, July 10, 1832.— Vol. 4, p. 570. 

An Act to carry into effect the act to provide for a survey of the coast of the 

United States. 

[Sec. 1. For carrying into effect the act, entitled "An act to 
provide for surveying the coasts of the United States," approved 
on the tenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
seven, (a) there shall be, and hereby is, appropriated, a sum not 
exceeding twenty thousand dollars ; and the said act is hereby 
revived, and shall be deemed to provide for the survey of the 
coasts of Florida, in the same manner as if the same had been 
named therein,] 

[Sec. 2. The President authorized, in and about the exe- 
cution of the said act, to use all maps, charts, books, 
instruments, and apparatus, which now, or hereafter may, 
belong to the United States, and employ all persons in the 
land and naval service of the United States, and such astro- 
nomers and other persons as he shall deem proper: pro- 
vided, that nothing in this act, or the act hereby revived, 
shall be construed to authorize the construction or main- 
tenance of a permanent astronomical observatory.] 



Chapter 192.— Approved, July 10, 1832.— Vol. 4, p. 571. 

An Act to provide iron tanks for the use of the navy of the United States. 

[For the purchase of iron tanks for the use of vessels of war of 
the United States in commission, $131, Y95.] 

(a) Chap. 8. 
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Chapter 194.— Approved, July 10, 1832.— Vol. 4, p. 572. 

An Act for the regulation of the navy and privateer pension and navy 
hospital funds. 

_ [Seo. 1. Commissioners (a) of the navy pension and navy hos- 
pital funds, to close accounts and to pay the Treasurer of the 
Navy. The Secretary of the Navy be, arid he is hereby, consti- 
tuted the trustee of said funds ; and as such, it shall be his duty 
to receive applications for pensions, and to grant the same accord- 
ing to the terms of the acts of Congress in such case made and 
provided, and to direct and control the expenditures out of the 
navy hospital fund.] 

[Sec. 2. Moneys invested in the bank stock of the Bank of the 
United States ; and the Secretary of the Treasury to sell the stock 
of the United States in said bank.] 

Sec. 3. That the Secretary of the Navy (5) be, and he is 
hereby authorized and required to cause books to be opened, 
and regular accounts to be kept, showing the condition of 
the navy and privateer pension funds, the receipts and ex- 
penditures thereof, the names of the pensioners, and the 
dates and amount of their respective pensions, with a state- 
ment of the act or acts of Congress under which the same 
may be granted ; and that he shall annually report to Con- 
gress an abstract, showing the condition of these funds in 
all these particulars, and the receipts and expenditures dur- 
ing the year ; and cause a similar account of the receipts 
and expenditures of the navy hospital fund to be kept and 
reported to Congress, annually, in like manner, and at the 
same time, with the reports upon the pension funds. 

[Sec. 4. The Secretary of the Navy (c) to appoint a clerk, &c. J 
Sec. 5. That all the povrers conferred, and duties imposed by 
laws novir in force, on the commissioners of the navy and privateer 
pension and navy hospital funds be, and they are hereby, transfer- 
red to the Secretary of the Navy, {d) and all acts, and parts of 
acts, contrary to the provisions of this act, be, and they are here- 
by, repealed. 

(a) Conetituted by chap. 36, seo. 1, 7 Feb. 1815. 
(6) Now Secretary of the Interior, by 3 Mar. 18'19, seo. 6. 
(c) This section supplied by aot 3 Mar. 1853, ohap. 97, classifying the clerks. 
{d) Secretary of the Interior since 3 Mar. 1849, seo. 6. 

By chap. 102, 24 May, 1828, vol. iv, p. 304, $46,217 14 transferred to this 
fund; and $125,000 more by chap. 43, 2 Mar. 1829, vol. iv, p. 360. 
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'Chaptek 222.— Approved, July 14, 1832.— Yol. 4, p, 580. 

An Act to provide for completing the removal and erection of the naval 

monument. 

[For renewing the inscriptions, and giving uniformity of color 
to the naval monument, its ornaments and statues, recently removed 
from the Washington navy yard to the Capitol square, a sum not 
exceeding two hundred dollars.] (a) 



Chapteb 223.— Approved, Jixly 14, 1882.— Vol. 4, p. 580. 

An Act concerning certain officers of the 7narine corps, (ft) 

[The President authorized to cause to be allowed and paid to 
such officers of the marine corps, as have heretofore received the 
brevet rank of majors in said corps, the amount of pay and emolu- 
ments to which they would have been entitled as commandants of 
separate stations, if said brevet rank had been recognized by the 
navy department : provided, that no officer shall receive, under 
this act, more than the difference between the pay and emoluments 
actually received by them, and those to which their said brevet 
rank would have entitled them as aforesaid.] 



Chapter 236.— Approved, July 14, 1832.— Vol. 4, p. 599. 

An Act for the relief of the invalid pensioners of the United States. 

That an act, entitled "An act (c) regulating the payments to 
invalid pensioners," approved the third day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and nineteen, be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed. 

Eesolution 1.— Approved, Feb'y 10, 1832.— Vol. 4, p. 605. 

Resolution empowering the Secretary of the Navy to settle certain contracts, 
and to relinquish certain forfeitures. 

That the Secretary of the Navy be empowered to relinquish 
and pay all forfeitures on contracts made by the board of navy 

(a) See 13 Mar. 1808, chap. 3i; and 2 Mar. 1831, chap. 57. 
(h) See note to 30 June, 18.34, chap. 132. 
( c) Chap. 81, 3 Mar. 1819. 
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commissioners, (a) when said forfeitures have arisen by the exten- 
sion of the contracts, or where the contracts have been completed 
by the approbation of the board of navy commissioners, without 
any injury to the public service ; and the Secretary of the Navy 
is empowered to fulfil all outstanding contracts where the time for 
their performance has been extended, or where the completion of 
said contracts has been prevented hj unavoidable accident, and 
the public service has sustained no injury. 



Eesolution 3.— Approved, May 25, 1832.— Yol. 4, p. 605 

Resolution {b) respecting the pay of the marines. 

That the pay, subsistence, emoluments, and allowances of offi- 
cers, non-commissioned officers, (c) musicians, and privates of the 
United States marine corps, shall be the same as they were pre- 
viously (d) to the first of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-nine, and shall so continue until they shall be altered (e) 
by law. 



Chaptee 39.— Approved, Feb. 20, 1833.— Vol. 4, p. 614. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the year 1833. 

[Seo. 4. For carrying into effect the act for the suppression of 
the slave trade, including the support in the United States and for 
a term not exceeding six months after their arrival in Africa, of 
all persons removed from the United States under the said act, the 
sum of five thousand dollars appropriated.] 

Sec. 5. That there be paid to Master Commandant John D. 
Sloat, of the United States navy, one thousand three hundred and 

(a) Abolished 31 Aug. 1842, chap. 286. 

(6) In the case of the United States vs. Freeman, 3 How. 566, Wayne, J., 
said that this resolution "respecting the pay and emoluments of the marine 
corps" was repealed by the 5th section of 30 June, 1834, but it may be ques- 
tionable if the repeal covers the emoluments, and subsistence, and allowance, 
to the non-commissioned officers and men; the question before the court being 
as to the emoluments of defendant, who w?s a commissioned officer. 

(c) The officers, as to pay, emoluments, Ac, are put upon the same footing 
as those of the infantry, by 30 June, 1834, chap. 132, seo. 5. 

(d) If, under 18 Apr. 1814, chap. 84, as "President may fix," see 11 July, 
1798, chap. 72, and note. 

(e) See now for the pay of non-commissioned officers and privates, 2 Mar. 
1833, chap. 68, seo. 1, and note. 



Twenty- Second Congress, Second Session. 287 

sixty dollars, being the amount of his account exhibited to the 
navy department, for expenses incurred for entertaining on the St. 
Louis, under his command. General Bolivar and several officers, 
at Guayaquil, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
nine, and General La Feunte, President of Peru, and Major Gene- 
ral Miller, of the Peruvian army, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-one. 

[^Approved, February 20, 1833.] 



Chapter 54.— Approved, March 2, 1833.— Yol. 4, p. 625. 

An Act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government for the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-thref. 

[To satisfy a claim presented by his Majesty the King of Swe- 
den, on account of injuries sustained bj subjects of the said 
Government in the island of St. Bartholomews, by an illegal act 
of the commanding officer of the United States sloop of war Erie, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, five 
thousand six hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixty-six cents.] 



Chapter 67.— Approved, March 2, 1833.— Vol. 4, p. 646. 

An Act in addition to the act for the gradual improvement of the navy of 
the United States. 

[Sec. 1. For the gradual improvement of the navy of the United 
States, five hundred thousand dollars, appropriated annually, for 
six years, from and after the third day of March, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-three, when the present appropriation expires.] 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and empowered to cause the abovementioned 
appropriation to be applied, as directed and prescribed by the 
act (a) of the third of March, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, 
to which this is in addition, the provisions whereof are hereby con- 
tinued in force for the term abovementioned, and to be applied, 
also, to the purchase of other necessary materials, as well as tim- 
ber, suitable for the construction of vessels of war. 

Sec. 3. (6) That, in addition to the provisions now (c) in force 

(a) Chap. 94. 

(6) See 3 Mar. 1843, chap. 71, abolishing the live oak reservations; by chap. 
13, 19 Mar. 1828, vol. iv, p. 256, $10,000 appropriated for live oak. 

(c) See 3 Mar. 1827, chap. 94, and 2 Mar. 1831, chap. 66 ; see 1 Mar. 1817, 
chap. 22; 15 May, 1820, chap. 136; 23 Feb. 1822, chap. 9; and 2 Mar. 1831, 
chap. 66. 
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on the subject of the live oak growing on the public lands, it shall 
be the duty of all collectors of the customs within the territory of 
Florida, and the States of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, 
before allowing a clearance to any vessel laden, in whole or in part, 
with live oak timber, to ascertain satisfactorily that such timber 
was cut from private lands, or, if from public ones, by consent of 
the navy department. And it is hereby ma-de the duty of all ofii- 
cers of the customs, and of the land officers within said territory 
and States, to cause prosecution to be seasonably instituted against 
all persons known to be guilty of depredations on, or injuries to, 
the live oak growing on the public lands. 
[Approved, March 2, 1833.] 



Chapter 68.— Approved, Marcli 2, 1833.— Vol. 4, p. 647. 

An Act to improve the condition of the non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates of the army and marine corps of the United States, and to prevent 
desertion. 

[Sec. 1. That all enlistments in the marine corps shall be for 
four years, (a) and that the monthly pay (&) of the non-commis- 
sioned officers and soldiers in said corps shall be as follows, viz : 
to each sergeant major and quartermaster sergeant, seventeen dol- 
lars ; to the drum major, fife majqr, the orderly sergeants of posts, 
and first sergeants of guards at sea, sixteen dollars each ; to all 
other sergeants, thirteen dollars ; to each corporal, nine dollars ; 
to each musician, eight dollars ; and to each private, seven dol- 
lars.] (c) 



Chapter 131.— Approved, Marcli 2, 1838.— Vol. 6, p. 549. 

An Act for the relief of the xoidows and orphans of the officers and seamen 
, who were lost in the United States schoon&i; tlie Sylph. 

That the widows, if any such there be, and in case there be no 
widow, the child or children, and if there be no child, then the 
parents or parent, and if there be no parent, then the brothers and 
sisters, of the officers and seamen who were in the service of the 
United States, and lost in the schooner Sylph, shall be entitled to, 
and receive, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 

(a) See chap. 132, sec. 3, 30 June, liM,post. p. 290. 

(*) See 11 July, 1798, chap. 12, sec. 2 ; and 26 May, 1832, res. 3. 

(c) See act 30 June, 1834, chap. 132, note 5. 
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appropriated, a sum equal to six months' pay of their respective 
deceased relatives aforesaid, in addition to the pay due to the said 
deceased on the fifteenth day of August, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty one, to which day the arrears of pay due the 
deceased shall be allowed and paid by the accounting officers of 
the navy department. 

lApproved, March 2, 1833.J 



Chapter 55. — Approved, June 19, 1834. — Vol. 4, p. 679, 

An Act further to extend the term of certain pensions chargeable on the 
privateer pension fund, 

[Pensions granted by acts of 4 March, 1814, eh. 20 ; and 16 
April, 1878, ch. 65, &c., continued for five years more.] 



Chapter 100.— Approved, June 28, 1834.— Vol. 4, p. 701, 

An Act to enable the President to make an arrangement with the Govern- 
ment of France in relation to certain French seamen killed or wounded 
at Toulon, and their families. 

Whereas, certain French seamen were unfortunately killed, and 
others wounded, by firing a salute from the American frigate 
United States, in the harbor of Toulon, on the first day of May 
last, and whereas it is proper to manifest the sensibility, with 
which the disastrous accidemt is viewed by the Government of the 
United States, therefore, 

[Sec, 1. The President authorized and empowered to enter into 
an arrangement with the Government of France for the payment 
of an annual sum of twice the amount receivable by the navy 
pensioners of the same or a similar class to the wounded who 
survive, and to such relatives of those who were unhappily killed 
as aforesaid, as the President maf deem it expedient to include in 
this provision, which said sum shall be paid on the earliest day 
practicable after the proposed arrangement shall be concluded, 
and on ttoe same day in each year thereafter during the respective 
lives of the persons to whom granted.] 

[Seo. 2. A sum of money sufficient to enable the President to 
carry the aforesaid arrangement into effect be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated.] 

19 
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Chapteb 132.— Approved, June 30, 1834.— Vol. 4, p. 712. 

An Act for the better organization of the United States "marine corps." (a) 

I. Of what the corps shall consist. 2. To be subject to the laws for the gov- 
ernment of the navy. Except when on service with the army. 3. En- 
listments to be for 4 years, and marines exempt from arrest for debt. 4. 
Eank of officers as in the army. Proviso. 6. Pay and emoluments. 6. Staff. 
7. Existing commissions not vacated. 8. President to prescribe regula- 
tions. 9. Parts of former acts repealed. Brevet rank. Proviso. 10. All 
acts inconsistent with this act repealed. 

Sec. 1. That, from and after tlie passage of tHs act, the 
marine corps shall consist (6) of the following of&cers, non- 
commissioned of&cers, musicians and privates, viz : one 
colonel commandant, one lieutenant colonel, four majors, 
thirteen captains, twenty first lieutenants, twenty second 
lieutenants, one adjutant and inspector, one paymaster, one 
quartermaster, one assistant quartermaster, one sergeant 
major, one quartermaster sergeant, one drum major, one fife 
major, eighty sergeants, eighty corporals, thirty drummers, 
thirty fifers, and one thousand privates. 

Sec. 2. That the said corps shall, at all times, be subject 
to, and under the laws and regulations which are, or may 
hereafter be, established for the better government of the 
navy, except when detached for service with the army by 
order of the President of the United States. 

Sec. 3. That the of&cers, non-commissioned ofiicers, musi- 
cians, and privates, shall take the oath prescribed by law, 
and that all enlistments shall be for the term of four years, 
during which period marines, so enlisted, shall be, and are 
hereby, exempt from all personal arrest for debt or contract. 

Seo. 4. That the of&cers of the marine corps shall be, in 
relation to rank, on the same footing as officers of similar 
grades in the army : provided, that no officer of the marine 
corps shall exercise command over any navy yard or vessel 
of the United States. 

Sec. 5. (c) That the officers of the marine corps shall be 

(a) See notes to act 11 July, 1?98, vol. i, p. 594. 

(6) For additions, during Mexican war, see 2 Mar. 1847, chap. 40. 

(c) See note to res. 3, 25 May, 1832, as to its repeal by this section. 
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entitled to, and receive, tlie same pay, emoluments, and 
allowances, as are now, or may hereafter be, allowed (a) to 
officers of similar grades in tlie infantry of tlie army, except 
tlie adjutant and inspector, who shall be entitled to the same 
pay, emoluments and allowances, as are received by the pay- 
master of said corps ; and the non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, shall be entitled to the same pay, (b) 
rations, clothing, and (c) allowances, as they now receive. 

Sec. 6. That the staff (cQ of said corps shall be taken from 
the captains or subalterns of the corps. 

Sec. 7. That the commissions of the officers now in the 
marine corps shall not be vacated by this act, and that the 
President of the United States may, during the recess of 
the Senate, first by promotions according to rank, and then 
by selections, appoint the officers hereby authorized, which 
appointments shall be submitted to the Senate, at their next 
session, for their advice and consent. 

Sec. 8. That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized' 
to prescribe such military regulations for the discipline of 
the marine corps, as he may, in his judgment, deem expe^ 
dient. 

Sec. 9. That so much of the fourth section of an. act, 
passed the sixth day of July, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, entitled "An act (e) making fur- 
ther provision for the army of the United States, and for 
other purposes," or of any other act as authorizes the Presi- 
dent to confer brevet rank on such officers of the army, or 
of the marine corps, as shall have served ten years in any 
one grade, shall be, and the same hereby is, repealed ; and 
so much of the second section of an act passed the sixteenth 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, entitled 



(a) See 2d. section 16 Apr. 1814, chap. 58, as to the $30 extra to the staff; and 
for increase in pay and price of rations, see chap. 55, 17 Feb. 1857, vol. 11, p. 163 

(b) See for pay, 2 Mar. 1833, chap. 68, sec. 1, but not 2 Mar. 1827; and for 
increase of pay, see chap. 247, sec. 1, 4 Aug. 1854, vol. x, p. 575. 

(c) As fixed by the President by 11 July, 1798, chap. 72, sec. 2 ; and by res. 
3, 25 May, 1832, pay regulated 2 Mar. 1833, chap. 68, and see 4 Aug. 1854, 
chap. 247. 

(d) To be separated from the line of said corps and pay of, 2 Mar. 1847. 

(e) Chap. 137. 
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"An act (a) regulating tlie pay and emoluments of brevet 
officers," as may be applicable to the clause herein above 
repealed, shall be, and the same hereby is, also repealed : 
provided, nothing herein shall affect any right already 
acquired by ten years' expired service to brevet rank. 

Sec. 10. That all acts or parts of acts inconsistent with 
the provisions of this act be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 

[_Approved, June 30, 1834. J 

The following are the acts herein referred to in the ninth section : 

An Act making further provision for the army of the United States, and for 
other purposes. (Chapter 137. — Approved, July 6, 1812.) 

Sec. 4. That the President is hereby authorized to confer brevet rank on 
such officers of the army as shall distinguish themselves by gallant actions or 
meritorious conduct, or who shall have served ten years in any one grade : 
provided, that nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to entitle offi- 
cers so brevetted to any additional pay or emoluments, except when com- 
manding separate posts, districts, or detachments, when they shall be entitled 
to, and receive, the same pay and emoluments to which officers of the same 
grades are now, or hereafter may be, allowed by law. 



An Act regulating the pay and emoluments of brevet officers. (Chapter 64 — Ap- 
proved, April 16, 1818.) 

Sec. 1. That the officers of the army, who have brevet commissions, shall 
be entitled to, and receive, the pay and emoluments of their brevet rank when 
on duty, and having a command according to their brevet rant, and at no 
other time. 

Sec. 2. That no brevet commission shall hereafter be conferred but by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. 



Chaptee 134.— Approved, June 30, 1834.— Vol. 4, p. 714. 

An Act concerning navy pensions, and the navy pension fund. 

[Sec. 1. The act of the twenty-eighth of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty- two, eh. 151, continued for five years.] 

[Sec. 2. The cost of the stock of the Bank of Columbia, to be 
reimbursed to the navy pension fund.] 

(a) Chap. 64 above. 
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Chaptee 142.— Approved, June 30, 1834.— Vol. 4, p. 718. 

An Act making certain allowances, and granting certain arrearages, to the 
captains and subalterns of the United States corps of marines. 

[Sec. 1. The Secretary of the Nary authorized to extend the 
benefits of the act of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-seven, (a) to the captains and subalterns of the corps of 
the United States marines under similar cases. ] 

[Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Navy authorized to cause to be 
settled, by the proper accounting officers of the department, all 
arrearages of pay and allowances which shall be found due the 
said captains and subalterns of the United States corps of marines 
from the period at which the act of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-seven, above referred to, went into operation, 
up to the passage of this act.] 



Chapter 152.— Approved, June 30, 1834.— Yol. 4, p. 724. 

An Act authorizing the purchase of live oak frames for a frigate and sloop 
of war, and for other naval purposes. 

[Sec. 1. The Secretary of the Navy authorized to direct the 
procurement, in the usual mode, of live oak frames for a frigate 
to be called the Paul Jones, and for a sloop of war to be called 
the Levant; and fifty thousand dollars appropriated for that 
purpose.] 

[Sec. 5. Forty thousand dollars appropriated for the building 
of a naval store ship.] 

[Sec. 6. Seventy thousand dollars appropriated for the build- 
ing of two small vessels of war, to be rigged as brigs or schooners, 
at the discretion of the navy department.] (&) 

(a) An Act giving further compensation to the captains and subalterns of the army of 
the United States, in certain cases. (Chapter 42. — Approved, March 2, 1827.) 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the passing of this act, each captain and sub- 
altern in the army shall be allowed one additional ration. 

Sec. 2. That every oflBcer in the actual command of a company in the army 
of the United States, shall be entitled to receive ten dollars per month addi- 
tional pay, as compensation for his duties and responsibilities, with respect to 
the clothing, arms and accoutrements of the company, whilst he shall be in 
the actual command thereof: provided. That no subaltern officer who shall be 
in the performance of any staff duty, for which he receives an extra compen- 
sation, shall be entitled to the additional ration herein provided for. 

(6) Brigs Dolphin and Porpoise built under authority of this section. 
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Chapter 158.— Approved, June 80, 1834.— Vol. 4, p. 728. 

An Act to provide for rebuilding the frigate Congress. 

[One hundred and eighty thousand dollars appropriated to 
rebuild the frigate Congress ; and no part of said sum shall be 
carried to the surplus fund, notwithstanding any general provision 
in any other act to the contrary. ] 



Chapter 160.— Approved, June 30, 1834.— Vol. 4, p. 728. 

An Act authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to make experiments for the 
safety of the steam engine. 

[Seo. 1. The Secretary of the Navy authorized and empovrered 
to examine and test the steam engine, devised by Benjamin Phillips, 
of Philadelphia, and to [employ] said Phillips, and such other per- 
sons as he may deem proper, to make the experiment. 

Sec. 2. That a discretionary power be vested in the Secretary 
of the Navy to examine and test such other improvements in the 
same line as may hereafter be presented, and for that purpose to 
employ such person or persons as he may deem proper ; and that 
he report to Congress, as soon as may be, the result of any experi- 
ment made in pursuance of this act. 

[Sec. 3. Five thousand dollars appropriated and placed at the 
disposal of the Secretary of the Navy.] 



Chapter 171.— Approved, June 30, 1834.— Vol. 4, p. 742. 

An Act to authorize the President of the United States to direct transfers of 
appropriations in the naval service, under certain circumstances, (a) 

That, upon the application of the Secretary of the Navy, the 
President of the United States shall have authority, whenever, in 
his opinion, the contingencies of the public service may require it, 
at any period between the close of the year, and the passage of 
the new naval appropriation bills, to direct, that a part of the 
money appropriated for a particular branch of the naval service 
the former year, to be applied to another branch of the said ser- 
vice ; in which case a special account of the moneys thus trans- 
ferred, and of their application, shall be laid before Congress 
previous to its adjournment. 

(a) See sec. 1, chap. 28, 3 Mar. 1809; chap. 96, 3 Mar. 1817; chap. 52, sec. 
i, 1 May, 1820; chap. 94, 3 Mar. 1827; chap. 154, 3 July, 1832; chap. 171, 30 
June, 1834; chap. 3, 23 Feb. 1844; chap. 61, seo. 3, 20 July, 1840; chap. 286, 
31 Aug., 1842; sec. 11, repealing all the former, chap. 176; seo. 5, 10 Aug., 
1846; chap. 48, 3 Mar. 1847; chap. 121, sec. 9, 3 Aug. 1848, and chap. 109, sec. 
2, 31 Aug. 1852. 



Twenty- Thied Congress, Second Session. 295 
Chapter 27.— Approved, March 3, 1835.— Vol. 4, p. 755. 

An Act to regulate the pay of the navy of the United States. 

1. Rank of assistant surgeons under certain circumstances. Ration to officers 
on sea service. 2. No allowance for drawing bills, &c. 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the passage of this act, the 
annual pay of the officers (a) of the navy of the United 
States shall be as follows : 

The Senior Captain. 

At all times when in service, four thousand five hundred 
dollars, 

"When on leave of absence, or waiting orders, three thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

All other CaptaiTis. 

When in command of squadrons on foreign stations, four 
thousand dollars. 

"When on other duty, three thousand five hundred dollars. 
"When off duty, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Commanders, or Masters Commandant. 

When attached to vessels for sea service, two thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

When attached to navy yards, or on other duty, two thou- 
sand one hundred dollars. 

When on leave of absence, or waiting orders, one thou- 
sand eight hundred dollars. 

Lieutenants. 

Commanding, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 
On other duty, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
Waitiiig orders, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

Assistant Surgeons. 
Waiting orders, six hundred and fifty dollars. 

(a) See 26 Aug. 1842, chap. 206, sec 3, as to pursers. 
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At sea, nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

After passing and found qualified for promotion to sur- 
geon, eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

At sea, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

When stationed at navy yards, hospitals, rendezvous, and 
receiving ships, nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

After being passed and stationed as ahove, one thousand 
one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Surgeons. 

For the first five years after the date of his commission, 
one thousand dollars. 

For the second five years, one thousand two hundred 
dollars. 

For the third five years, one thousand four hundred 
dollars. 

For the fourth five years, one thousand six hundred dol- 
lars. 

After he shall have heen commissioned as a surgeon twenty 
years and upwards, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

All surgeons of the navy under orders for duty, at navy 
yards, receiving vessels, rendezvous, or naval hospitals, 
shall have an increase of one-fourth of the foregoing amount 
of their respective annual pay, from the date of their accept- 
ance of such orders. 

All surgeons of the navy ordered to any of the ships or 
vessels of the United States, commissioned for sea service, 
shall have an increase of one-third of the foregoing amount 
of their respective annual pay, from the date of their ac- 
ceptance of such orders. 

All surgeons of the navy, ordered as fleet surgeons, shall 
have an increase of one-half of their respective annual pay, 
from the date of their acceptance of such orders. 

ChaplaiTis. 

"When attached to vessels for sea service, or at navy yards, 
one thousand two hundred dollars. 
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When on leave of absence, or -waiting orders, eight hun- 
dred dollars. 

Professor of Mathematics. 

When attached to vessels for sea service, or in a yard, one 
thousand two hundred dollars. 

Secretaries. 

To commanders of sqiiadrons, when commanding in chief, 
one thousand dollars. 

To commanders of squadrons, when not commanding in 
chief, nine hundred dollars. 

Sailingmasters. 

Of a ship of the line, for sea service, one thousand one 
hundred dollars. 

When on other duty, one thousand dollars. 

When on leave of absence, or waiting orders, seven hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

Second Masters. 

When attached to vessels for sea service, seven hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

When on other duty, five hundred dollars. 

When on leave of absence, or waiting orders, four hun- 
dred dollars. 

Passed Midshipmen. 

On duty, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 
Waiting orders, six hundred dollars. 

Warranted Masters' Mates. 

When attached to vessels for sea service, or at navy 
yards, four hundred and fifty dollars. 

When on leave of absence, or waiting orders, three hun- 
dred dollars. 
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Midshipmen, (a) 

"When attaclied to vessels for sea service, four hundred 
dollars. 

When on other duty, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

When on leave of absence, or "waiting orders, three hun- 
dred dollars. 

Clerks. 

Of a yard, nine hundred dollars. 

First clerk to a commandant of a navy yard, nine hun- 
dred dollars. 

Second clerk to a commandant of a navy yard, seven 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

To commanders of squadrons, captains of fleets, and com- 
manders of vessels, five hundred dollars. 

(&) Boatswains, Gunners, Sailmahers, Carpenters. 

Of a ship of the line, for sea service, seven hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

Of a frigate for sea service, six hundred dollars. 

When on other duty, five hundred dollars. 

When on leave of absence, or waiting orders, three hun- 
dred and sixty dollars. 

(c) Officers temporarily performing the duties hehnging to 
those of a higher grade, shall receive the compensation allowed 
to such higher grade, while actuoilly so employed. 

(d) No officer shall he put on furlough hut at his own request, 
and all officers so furloughed shall receive one half only of 
the pay to which they would have been entitled if on leave 
of absence. 

(a) Thenumber of midshipmen to receive pay, limited by 3 Mar. 1845, chap. 
77, see. 4; and see 3 Aug. 1848, cliap. 11, sec. 16, 

(6) The pay of these warrant oiBoers afterwards increased by 26 Aug. 1842, 
chap. 206, sec. 11; and by 5 Aug. 1854, chap. 268, sec. 5. 

(o) This clause in italics, and 26 Aug. 1842, to same effect, repealed by 17 
June, 1844, chap. 107, sec. 3; and see 28 Feb. 1845, chap. 26, vol. v, p. 729, re- 
quiring appeal not to take effect till announced on board; and see 10 Aug. 
1846, chap. 176; and 3 Aug. 1848, chap. 121. 

(cJ) This part in italics as to furlough, repealed 3 Mar. 1846, chap. 77, sec. 6. 



Twenty- Third Oongeess, Second Session. 299 

If any assistant surgeon shall have been absent from the 
United States, on duty, at the time others of his date were 
examined, he shall, if not rejected at a subsequent exami- 
nation, be entitled to the same rank with them; and if, 
from any cause, his relative rank cannot be assigned to him, 
he will retain his original position on the register. 

One ration per day, only, shall be allowed to all officers 
when attached to vessels for sea service. 

Sec. 2. That no allowance shall hereafter be made to any 
officer, in the naval service of the United States, for draw- 
ing bills, for receiving or disbursing money, or transacting 
any business for the Government of the United States, nor 
shall he be allowed servants, or pay for servants, or clothing 
or rations for them, or pay for the same, nor shall any al- 
lowance be made to him for rent of quarters, or to pay 
rent for furniture, or for lights or fuel, or transporting bag- 
gage. It is hereby expressly declared that the yearly al- 
lowance (a) provided in this act is all the pay, compensation 
and allowance, that shall be received under any circum- 
stances whatever, by any such officer or person, except for 
travelling expenses when under orders, for which ten cents 
per mile shall be allowed. 

[Approved, March 3, 1835.] 



Ohaptee 47. — Approved, March 3, 1835. — Vol. 4, p. 779. 

An Act authorizing the construction of a dry dock for the naval service. 

[The Secretary pf the Navy, under the direction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, authorized to purchase a site, should it 
be deemed most advisable, and to cause a dry dock for the naval 
service to be constructed, upon the most approved plan, in the 
harbor of New York or its adjacent waters ; and toward defraying 
the expenses thereof, one hundred thousand dollars appropriated.] 

(a) This repeals 25 Feb. 1799, chap. 10, sec. 2, as to pay and rations ; and 21 
Apr. 1806, chap. 35, sec. 3, as to half pay when not under orders; and 24 May 
1828, chap. l04, as to the $10 additional pay and rations to lieutenants; and 
24 May, 1828, chap. 121, and 21 Jan. 1829, chap. 1, as to pay of surgeons and 
assistants; and sec. 2 of 18 Apr. 1814, chap. 84, ante, p. 198. 
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Chaptee 59.— Approved, May 9, 1836.— Yol. 5, p. 25. 

An Act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
Government for the year 1836. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duties of the Secretaries of 
State, of the Treasury, of the War and Navy Departments, 
&c., to lay before Congress, in lieu of the statement now 
required by law, during the first week in each annual ses- 
sion of Congress, a statement of the expenditure made by 
them respectively from the contingent funds of their re- 
spective departments and ofiices; said statements to be 
abstracts of the accounts, with the names of all persons to 
whom payments have been made, and the amount paid to 
each. 



Chapter 61.— Approved, May 14, 1836.— Vol. 5, p. 27. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the year 1836. 

[Sec. 2. The President authorized to send out a surveying and 
exploring expedition to the Pacific ocean and the south seas, and 
to employ a sloop of war, and to purchase or provide such other 
smaller vessels as may be necessary and proper to render the said 
expedition efficient and useful, and one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars appropriated; and in addition thereto, if necessary, the 
President authorized to use other means in the control of the navy 
department, not exceeding one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
for the objects required.] 



Chapter 77.— Approved, May 20, 1836.— Vol. 5, p. 31. 

An Act explanatory of the act entitled "An act to prevent defalcations on the 
part of disbursing agents of the Government, and for other purposes." 

That the act entitled "An act (a) to prevent defalcations 
on the part of the disbursing agents of the Government, and 
for other purposes," approved the twenty-fifth of January, 

(a) Chap. 2, ante, p. 275. 
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eighteen hundred and twenty-eight, shall not be construed 
to authorize the pension of any pensioner of the United 
States to be withheld. 
[Approved, May 20, 1836. j 



Chapter 21.— Approved, March 2, 1837.— Yol. 5, p. 153. 

An Act to provide for the enlistment of hoys for the naval service, and to ex- 
tend the term of the enlistment of seamen. 

1. Boys may be enlisted. Other persons may be enlisted for five years. So 
much of act 15th May, 1820, as is inconsistent with this act, repealed. 2. 
Any person whose time expires while on foreign service, to be sent to 
United States, Ac. 3. Persons detained to be subject to laws, &o., of navy. 
Those who re-enlist to receive additional pay. 

Sec. 1. That it shall be lawful to enlist (a) boys for the 
navy, with the consent of their parents or guardians, not 
being under thirteen nor over eighteen years of age, to 
serve until they shall arrive at the age of twenty-one years; 
and it shall be lawful to enlist other persons for the navy, 
to serve for a period not exceeding five years, unless sooner 
discharged by direction of the President of the United 
States ; and so much of (h) an act entitled "An act (c) to 
amend the act entitled 'An act to amend the act authoriz- 
ing the employment of an additional {d) naval force,' " ap- 
approved fifteenth May, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty, as is inconsistent with the provisions of this act, 
shall be, and is hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 2. That when the time of service of any person 
enlisted for the navy (e) shall expire, while he is on board 
any of the public vessels of the United States employed on 
foreign service, it shall be the duty of the commanding 
of&cer of the fleet, squadron, or vessel in which such per- 
son may be, to send him to the United States in some public 

(a) Boys may be enlisted in the marine corps, see sec. 3. chap. 153, 12 June, 
185S. 

(6) 'Tis all so. 

(c) 31 Jan. 1809, chap. 11, ante, p. 170. 

(d) Chap. 132, ante, p. 255. 

(e) 2d and 3d sections extend to marines by 3 Mar. 1845, chap. 77, sec. 9. 
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or other vessel, unless his detention shall be essential to 
the public interests, in which case the said officer may detain 
him until the vessel in which he shall be serving shall re- 
turn to (a) the United States ; and it shall be the duty of 
said officer, immediately to make report to the navy depart- 
ment of such detention, and the causes thereof. 

Sec. 3. That such persons (&) as may be detained after 
the expiration of their enlistment, under the next preced- 
ing section of this act, shall be subject, in all respects to 
the laws and regulations for the government of the navy, 
until their return to the United States, and all such persons 
as shall be so detained, and all such as shall voluntarily re- 
enlist to serve until the return of the vessel in which they 
shall be serving, and their regular discharge therefrom in 
the United States, shall, while so detained, and while so 
serving under their re-enlistment, receive an addition of one- 
fourth to their former pay. 

[Approved, Marc7i2, 183T.J 



Chapter 80. — Approved, March 3, 1837. — Yol. 5, p. 155. 

Aji Act making app}'npriations for the naval service, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven. 

Sec. 5. That, under the laws providing for the gradual 
improvement of the navy, the President be authorized to 
cause articles of a durable character to be purchased for the 
armament and equipment, as well as for the building of 
vessels. 



Chapter 32.— Approved, March 3, 1837.— Vol. 5, p. 163. 

An Act to change the titles of certain officers in the navy, (c) 

That, from and after the passage of this act, all "masters 

(a) At a port cf the United States, and until discharged by the Secretary of 
the Navy, and not over 30 days detention from arrival, by 20 Feb. 1845, chap. 
17, sec. 1. 

(6) Construed to include marines, by 9 sec. act 3 Mar. 1845, ch. 77. 

(c) See sec. 5, chap. 12, 16 Jan. 1867, for title of captains. 
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commandant" in the navy shall be taken to be, and shall be 
called "commanders," and all "sailingmasters" shall be taken 
to be, and shall be called "masters : " but such change of 
title shall not impair or in any way affect the rank, pay, or 
priyileges, of any master commandant or sailingmaster now 
in the service ; and should they receive new commissions 
or warrants, they shall respectively take rank from the date 
of their present cominissions. 
lApproved, March 3, 1831.] 



Chapter 38.— Approved, March 3, 1837.— Vol. 5, p. 180. 

An Act for the more equitable administration of the navy pension fund, (a) 

Seo. 1. That if any officer, seaman, or marine have died, or may 
hereafter die, in the naval service, leaving a widow, and, if no 
widow, a child or children, such widow, and if no widow, such 
child or children, shall be entitled to receive half the monthly pay 
to which the deceased would have been entitled, under the acts 
regulating the pay of the navy, in force on the first day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, to commence from the 
time of the death of such officer, seaman, or marine ; but in case 
of the death or intermarriage of such widow, the half-pay shall go 
to the child or children of such deceased officer, seaman, or ma- 
rine : provided, that the half-pay granted to the child or children 
shall cease on their death, or on their attaining the age of twenty- 
one years. 

Sec. 2. That the pensions which may have been granted, or 
which may hereafter be granted, to officers, seamen, and marines, 
in the naval service, disabled by wounds or injuries received while 
in the line of their duty, shall be considered to commence from the 
time of their being so disabled, and that the amount of pension to 
which said officers, seamen, and marines, may be entitled, shall be 
regulated according to the pay of the navy as it existed on the 
first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five. 

Sec. 3. That all acts, and parts of acts, which may be incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act, be, and the same are here- 
by, repealed, so far as they may relate hereto. (6) 

(a) Repealed 23 Aug. 1842, chap. 189, sec. 2. 

(b) See 16 Aug. 1841, chap. 8, and 10 July, 1832, chap. 194. 



304 Twenty-Fifth Congress, 2d & 3d Sessions, 



Chapter 1.— Approved, December 22, 1837.— Vol. 5, p. 208. 

An Act to authorize the President of the United States to cause the public 
vessels to cruise upon the coast in the winter season, and to relieve distressed 
navigators. 

That the President of tlie United States be, and hereby 
is, authorized to cause any suitable number of public 
vessels, adapted to the purpose, to cruise upon the coast, in 
the severe portion of the season, when the public service 
will allow of it, and to afford such aid to distressed naviga- 
tors as their circumstances and necessities may require ; and 
such public vessels shall go to sea prepared fully to render 
such assistance. 



Chapter 82.— Approved, March 3, 1839.— Vol. 5, p. 339. 

An Act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
Government, for the year 1839. 

Sec. 3. That no of&cer in any branch of the public ser- 
vice, or any other persons, whose pay or emoluments is or 
are fixed by law and regulations, shall receive any extra 
allowance or compensation, in any form whatever, for the 
disbursement of public money, in the performance of any 
other service, unless the said extra allowance or compensa- 
tion be authorized by law; nor shall any executive of&cer, 
other than the heads of departments, apply more than thirty 
dollars annually, out of the contingent funds under his con- 
trol, to pay for newspapers, pamphlets, periodicals, or other 
books or prints not necessary for the business of his office, (a) 

(a) This proviso destroys all claims of officers for extra compensation; ia 
general in its terms, and leaves no discretion to any officer or tribunal to allow 
extra pay. Collectors have no right to compensation for paying drafts drawn 
by the treasury department ; 10 Howard, 109, 141 ; and see 23 Aug. 1842, chap. 
183, sec. 2 ; and sec. 12, chap. 208, 26 Aug. 1842. 
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Chapter 89.— Approved, March 8, 1839.— Vol. 5, p. 855. 

An Act giving to the President of the United States additional powers for 
the defence of the United States, in certain cases, against invasion, and 
for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. That the President of the United States be, and he 
hereby is, authorized to resist any attempt on the j)art of Great 
Britain to enforce, by arms, her claim to exclusive jurisdiction over 
that part of the State of Maine which is in dispute between the 
United States and Great Britain ; and, for that purpose, to employ 
the naval and military forces of the United States, and such por- 
tions of the militia as he may deem it advisable to call into service. 

Seo. 4. That, in the event of either of the contingencies pro- 
vided for in this act, [an attempt on the part of Great Britain to 
enforce her claim ; or, actual invasion of the territory of the 
United States,] the President of the United shall be authorized to 
complete the public armed vessels now authorized by law, and to 
equip, man, and employ, in actual service, all the naval force of the 
United States, and to build, purchase, or charter, arm, equip, and 
man, such vessels and steamboats on the northern lakes and rivers, 
whose waters communicate with the United States and Great Bri- 
tain, as he shall deem necessary to protect the United States from 
invasion from that quarter. 

Sec. 9. That the several provisions of this act shall be in force 
until the end of sixty days after the meeting of the first session of 
the next Congress, and no longer. 



Chapter 95.— Approved, Marcli 8, 1839.— Vol. 5, p. 864. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-nine. 

Seo. 2. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Navy, 
under the direction of the President, to make preparations for, 
and to commence the construction of three steam vessels of war, 
on such models as shall be most approved, according to the best 
advices they can obtain, or to complete the construction of one 
such vessel of war, upon a model so approved, as in the opinion of 
the President shall be best for the public interest, and most con- 
formable to the demands of the public service ; and that, to ena- 
ble the department to carry into effect this requirement, a part of 
the sum already appropriated for the gradual improvement of the 
navy, equal to the sum of three hundred and thirty thousand dol- 
lars, shall be, and is hereby, directed to be subject to the disposi- 
tion of the department for this object, in case that amount can be 

20 
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diverted from that appropriation without a violation of existing 
contracts, and if that cannot be done consistently, with the rights 
of contractors and the public interests, then so much of the said 
sum of three hundred and thirty thousand dollars as can be so 
diverted to this object, from the appropriation refen-ed to, shall 
be subject to the disposition of the Secretary of the Navy for this 
purpose, and the residue of the said sum of three hundred and 
thirty thousand dollars shall be, and the same is hereby, appropri- 
ated, and shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not other- 
wise appropriated : and the said sum of three hundred and thirty 
thousand dollars, to be expended in the manner in this section 
prescribed, shall be in addition to any materials now on hand, ap- 
plicable to the construction of the said steam vessels of war. 
[Approved, March 3, 1839.] 



Chapter 4. — Approved, March 4, 1840. — Yol. 5, p. 369. 

An Act to continue the office of commissioner of pensions, (a) and to transfer 
the pension business, heretofore transacted, in the navy department, to 
that office. 

[Sec. 1. The office of commissioner of pensions continued until 
the fourth day of March, eighteen hundred and forty- three.] 

Sec. 2. That a commissioner of pensions shall be appointed by 
the President of the TJnited States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate ; and that he shall execute, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy, (6) 
such duties in relation to the various pension laws as may be pre- 
scribed by the President. 

Sec. 8. That the said commissioner shall receive an annual 
salary of two thousand five hundred dollars, (c) and shall have 
the privilege of sending and receiving letters and packages by 
mail free of postage. 

Sec. 4. That the pension business, heretofore transacted in the 
navy department, shall be transferred to the ofBce of the commis- 
sioner of pensions, and that the clerk now employed in that busi- 
ness be also transferred to that office. 

(a) Established by 3 Mar. 1835; continued 3 Mar. 1837, 4 Mar. 1840, 20 Jan. 
1843, 14 Jan. 1846, 19 Jan. 1849, indefinitely. 
(6) Now Secretary Interior, by 3 Mar. 1849. 
(c) $3,000 by 12 Aug. 1848, chap. 166. 
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Chapter 39.— Approved, June 19, 1840.— Vol. 5, p. 385. 

An Act making provisions for the payment of pensions to the executors or adminis- 
trators of deceased pensioners in certain cases. 

Sec. 1. That in case any male pensioner sliall die, leaving 
cMldren, but no widow, the amount of pension due to sucli 
pensioner at the time of his death shall be paid to the 
executor or administrator on the estate of such pensioner, 
for the sole and exclusive benefit of the children, to be by 
him distributed among them in equal shares, and the same 
shall not be considered as a part of the assets of said estate, 
nor liable to be applied to the payment of the debts of said 
estate in any case whatever. 

Sec. 2. That in case any pensioner who is a widow shall 
die, leaving children, the amount of pension due at the time 
of her death shall be paid to the executor or administrator 
for the benefit of her children, as directed in the foregoing 
section. 

Sec. 3. That in case of the death of any pensioner, whether 
male or female, leaving children, the amount of pension 
may be paid to any one or each of them, as they may pre- 
fer, without the intervention of an administrator. 



Chapter 51.— Approved, July 20, 1840.— YoL 5,, p. 400. 

An Actmaking appropriations for the naval service for theyear one thousand 
eight hundred and forty. 

4. Statements to be made annually of the amounts expended for wages of 
mechanics, Ac. 5. Provisions, materials, Ac. may be used for a different 
appropriation from that under which they were purchased. 

Sec. 4. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Navy to cause to be laid before Congress, annually, as soon 
after the beginning of each year as practicable, a statement 
of the amounts expended during the preceding fiscal year 
for wages of mechanics and laborers employed in building, 
repairing, or equipping, vessels of the navy, or in receiving 
and securing stores and materials for those purposes ; and for 
the purchase of materials and stores for the same purposes ; 
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a statement of the cost or estimated value of the stores on 
h^nd, under this appropriation, in the navy yards at the com- 
mencement of the next preceding fiscal year; the cost or esti- 
mated value of articles received and expended during the 
year ; and the cost, or estimated value, of the articles belong- 
ing to this appropriation which may be on hand in the navy 
yards at the close of the next preceding fiscal year. 

Sec. 5. That -whenever, in the opinion of the Secretary of 
the Navy, it shall be conducive to the public interest to use 
any article of provisions, materials, or other stores, for a 
different appropriation from that under which they may 
have been purchased for the naval service, it shall be law- 
ful for him to authorize such use, and it shall be his duty to 
certify to the Secretary of the Treasury the value or cost 
of the article thus used ; and the Secretary of the Treasury 
is hereby authorized and required to cause the proper offi- 
cers of the treasury to transfer the amount of such cost or 
value upon the books of the treasury, 'from the appropria- 
tion for which the articles may have been used, to the ap- 
propiation from which they may have been or may be 
taken, so that the actual expenditure under each may be 
accurately shown. 

[Sec. "I. Fortheimmediatesurvey of the coast from Apalachicola 
bay, to the mouth of the Mississippi river, for the ascertainment of 
the practicability of establishing a navy yard and naval station which 
shall best subserve the protection of the commerce of the Gulf of 
Mexico, the sum of ten thousand dollars, to be expended under 
the direction of the commissioners of the navy board.] 

Sec. 8. That whenever the President of the United States shall 
have authorized the transfer of any moneys from any head of the na- 
val appropriations to other heads of naval appropriations, as author- 
ized by the act of Congress, approved thirtieth June, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-four, (a) it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, immediately after the naval appropriations for the year 
shall have been made, to cause all such transfers to be repaid, by 
re-transfers on the books of the treasury, so as to preserve for each 
appropriation the amount which were granted by Congress. (6) 

[Approved, July 20, 1840.] 

(a) Chap. 171. 

(6) Repealed 31 Aug. 1S42, chap. 286, sec. 11 ; and see seo. 9, chap. 121, 3 
Aug. 184S, and 31 Aug. 1852, chap. 109, seo. 2. 
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Chapter 4. — Approved, August 1, 1841. — Vol. 5, p. 438. 

An Act making appropriation for the pay, subsistence, ^c, of u, home 

squadron. 

[For the pay and. subsistence, increase and repairs, medicines 
and. contingent expenses, of two frigates, two sloops, two small 
vessels, and two armed steamers, to be employed as a home 
squadron, the sum of $'789,310.] 



Chapter 8. — Approved, August 16, 1841. — Vol. 5, p. 440. 

An Act to provide for the payment of Navy pensions. 

Sec. 1. [One hundred and thirty-nine thousand six hun- 
dred and sixty-six dollars and six cents appropriated, for 
the payment of pensions and half-pay chargeable on the 
navy pension fund :] Provided, that all widows or children 
of all naval officers, seamen, or marines, now deceased, and 
entitled to receive or make proof of their pensions under 
the act of the third of March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
seven (a) shall receive the same until the close of the next 
session of Congress; but no widows or children of any 
naval officer, seaman, or marine, who may hereafter die, 
shall be entitled to any pension by virtue only of any pro- 
vision in the said act. 

Sec. 2. That no officer, seaman, or -marine, entitled to a 
pension from the navy pension fund, who receives pay 
from the public treasury, shall receive more from the said 
fund than is sufficient to make the whole amount received 
from both the above named sources equal to the pay fixed 
by law for the grade to which the officer, seaman, or marine 
may belong, as an officer in the services in which he may 
be engaged during the year, so that no officer shall receive 
pay at the same time, both as a pensioner and an officer in 
service. 

(a) Chap. 38, vol. v, p. 180, repealed 23 Aug. 1842, chap. 189, sec. 2. 
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Chapter 21.— Approved, Sept'r 11, 1841.— Vol. 5, p. 461. 

An Act making an appropriation for the purchase of naval ordnance and 
ordnance stores, and for other purposes. 

[Sec. 1. Six hundred thousand dollars appropriated for the 
purpose of purchasing ordnance and ordnance stores for the use of 
the navy of the United States. J 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized to 
apply a part of the sum herein and hereby appropriated, not ex- 
ceeding fifty thousand dollars, to the purpose of making experi- 
ments to test the value of improvements in ordnance, in the con- 
struction of steamers, and other vessels of war, and in other 
matters connected with the naval service and the national defence ; 
and also to the purpose of defraying any charges left unpaid on 
account of experiments of the like character heretofore made by 
authority of law. 

Eesolution 5. — Approved, Sept'r 11, 1841. — Vol. 5, p. 467. 

A Resolution in relation to the purchase of domestic water-rotted hemp for 
the use of the United States navy. 

Sec. 1. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he hereby is, 
directed to purchase domestic water-rotted hemp for the use of the 
United States navy, so far as the same shall be found of suitable 
quality, and can be used beneficially to the service, having regard to 
the cost, strength, and durability of the article ; and for that pur- 
pose shall cause purchases of such hemp to be made in the hemp 
growing regions of the Union, (a) 

Sec. 2. That this joint resolution shall be and remain in force 
for the period of seven years from the passing thereof. 



Eesolution 6. — Approved, Sept'r 11, 1841. — Vol. 5, p. 468. 

Joint Resolution making it the duty of the Attorney General to examine into the 
titles of the lands or sites for the purpose of erecting thereon armories, and other 
public works and buildings, and for other purposes. 

1. Attorney general to make the examination and report to the President. 2. 
Title papers to be furnished to the attorney general. 3. Public money not 
to be expended on any site or land hereafter purchased, until, Ac. 4. Dis- 
trict attorneys to furnish assistance. 5. Secretaries of the executive de- 
partments to procure additional evidence; when. 6. Secretaries of the 
executive departments to apply to the State Legislatures for jurisdiction 
over said lands, <&c. 

(a) See res. 2, 18 Feb. 1843. 
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Sec. 1. That it shall be the duty of the attorney general of 
the United States to examine into the titles of all the lands or 
sites "which have been purchased by the United States for 
the purpose of erecting thereon armories, arsenals, forts, 
fortifications, navy-yards, custom-houses, light-houses, or 
other public buildings of any kind whatever, and report his 
opinion as to- the validity of the title in each case to the 
President of the United States. 

2. That it shall be the duty of all the ofi&cers of the 
United States, having any of the title papers to the prop- 
erty aforesaid in their possession, to furnish them forthwith 
to the attorney general, to aid him in the investigation 
aforesaid. 

3. (a) That no public money shall be expended upon any 
site or land hereafter to be purchased by the United States 
for the purposes aforesaid, until the written opinion of the 
attorney general shall be had in favor of the validity of the 
title, and also the consent of the Legislature of the State in 
which the land or site may be, shall be given to said pur- 
chaser. 

4. That it shall be the duty of the district attorneys of 
the United States, upon the application of the attorney 
general, to furnish any assistance or information in their 
power in relation to the titles of the public property afore- 
said lying within their respective districts. 

5. That it shall be the duty of the Secretaries of the 
Executive departments, upon the application of the attor- 
ney general, to procure any additional evidence of title 
which he may deem necessary, and which may not be in 
the possession of the officers of Government; the expense 
of procuring which to be paid out of the appropriations 
made for the contingencies of the departments respectively. 

6. That it shall be the duty of the Secretaries of the Exe- 
cutive departments, respectively, under whose direction any 
lands for the purposes aforesaid may have been purchased, 
and over which the United States do not possess jurisdiction, 

{(t) Temporarily suspended in the ease of Memphis, by 13 Feb. 1845, res. 3. 



312 27th Congress, 1st and 2d Sessions. 

to apply to the legislatures of the States in ■whicli the 
the lands are situated for a cession of jurisdiction ; and, in 
case of refusal, to report the same to Congress at the com- 
mencement of the next session thereafter. 
[^Approved, September 11, 1841. J 



Chaptek 22— Approved, April 14, 1842.— Vol. 5, p. 472. 

An Act authorizing the construction of a war steamer for harbor defence. 

[Sec. 1. The Secretary of the Navy authorized to enter into con- 
tract with Robert L. Stevens for the construction of a war steamer, 
shot and shell proof, to be built principally of iron, upon the plan 
of the said Stevens : Provided, the whole cost, including the hull, 
armament, engines, boilers, and equipment, in all respects complete 
for service, shall not exceed the average cost of the steamers Mis- 
souri and Mississippi.] 

[Sec. 2. $250,000 appropriated.] 



Chapter 121. — Approved, August 4, 1842. — Vol. 5, p. 500. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two. 

[extracts.] 

Provided, (a) That, till otherwise ordered by Congress, the offi- 
cers of the navy shall not be increased beyond the number in the 
respective grades that were in the service on the first day of Janu- 
ary, eighteen hundred and forty-two, nor shall there be any further 
appointment of midshipmen until the number in the service be 
reduced to the number that were in service (6) on the first day of 
January, eighteen hundred and forty-one, beyond which they shall 
not be increased until the further order of Congress. 

Provided, That no part of this, or any former appropriation 
to that object, shall be applied to the construction of a dry dock 
at Brooklyn, except in payment for materials previously contracted 
for and yet to be delivered, until a suitable place shall be selected 
in the harbor of New York, and the title to the land obtained, 
and a plan and estimate of the cost made, under the direction of 

{a) Not to apply to toatswains, gunners, carpenters and aailmakers, 3 Mar. 
1847, chap. 48, sec. 1. 
(5) Modified by 3 Aug. 1848, so as to extend to 464 midshipmen. 
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the Secretary of the Navy, and approved by him and the Presi- 
dent : And provided, also, That the Secretary of the Navy may, 
in his discretion, apply the sum of one hundred thousand dollars 
of the amount hereby appropriated, and any balance of former 
appropriations for the construction of a dry dock at Brooklyn, 
Nevr York, to the construction of a floating dock at the same 
place ; and if any part of this appropriation shall be expended 
upon the construction of a floating dock, as hereby authorized, 
the construction of the dry dock shall be suspended until the 
further order of Congress. 

^Approved, August 4, 1842. j 



Chapter 183.— Approved, Aug. 23, 1842.— Vol. 5, p. 508. 

An Act making appropriations for the support of the army, and of the military 
academy for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-two. 

Sec. 2. That no officer in any brancli of the public ser- 
vice, or (a) any other person whose salary, pay, or emolu- 
ments, is or are fixed by law or regulations, shall receive 
any additional pay, extra allowance, or compensation, in 
any form whatever, for the disbursement (h) of public 
money, or any other service or duty whatsoever, unless the 
same shall be authorized by law, and the appropriation 
therefor explicitly set forth that is for such additional pay, 
extra allowance, or compensation. 



Chaptee 189.— Approved, Aug. 23, 1842.— Vol. 5, p. 519. 

An Act making an appropriation to supply the deficiency in the navy pension fund. 

[Sec. 1 Eighty-four thousand nine hundred and fifty-one dollars 
appropriated, to supply any deficiency which may exist in the navy 
pension fund, for the payment of the semi-annual navy pensions 
which will be due on the first day of July, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two.] 

(a) See 26 Aug. 1842, chap. 202, sec. 12; and chap. 14, sec. 20, 11 Jan. 1812; 
and chap. 82, sec. 3, 3 Mar. 1839. 

(b) Or for performing the duties of another of the same department, by 26 
Aug. 1842, chap. 202, sec. 12. 
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Seo. 2. That the act entitled "An act to provide for the more 
equitable administration of the navy pension fund," approved 
March third, eighteen hundred and thirty seven, (a) be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed, from and after the first day of July, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two ; and all pensions to officers and 
seamen in the naval service shall be regulated according to the 
pay of the navy as it existed on the first day of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-five. 

Sec. 3. That so much of an act entitled "An act directing the 
transfer of money remaining unclaimed by certain pensioners, and 
authorizing the payment of the same at the Treasury of the United 
States," approved April sixth, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, (&) as requires pensions that may have remained unclaimed 
in the hands of pension agents for eight months to be returned to 
the Treasury, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, and that the 
time within which such pensions shall be returned to the Treasury, 
be, and the same is hereby, extended to fourteen months, subject 
to all the other restrictions and provisions contained in the said act. 

^Approved, August 23, 1842.] 



Chapter 202.— Approved, Aug. 26, 1842.— Vol. 5, p. 525. 

An Act legalizing and making appropriations for such necessary objects as have 
been usually included in the general appropriation bills, without authority of 
law, and to fix and provide for certain incidental expenses of the departments and 
offices of the Government, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 11. (c) That it sliall be tlie duties of tlie Secretaries 
of State, of tlie Treasury, War, and Navy, &c., to report to" 
Congress, at tlie beginning of each year, the names of the 
clerks and other persons that have been employed, respec- 
tively, during the preceding year or any part thereof, in 
their respective departments and offices, together with the 
time that such clerk or other person was actually employed, 
and the sums paid to each ; and also whether they have been 
usefully employed ; whether the services of any of them can 
be dispensed with without detriment to the public service; 
and whether the removal of any individuals and the ap- 
pointment of others in their stead, is required for the better 
dispatch of business; and no greater allowance shall be 

(a) Chap. 38. (J) Chap. 56, vol. v, p. 226. 

(c) This supplies chap. 41, seo. 5, 21 Apr. 1806, and chap. 87, sec. 9, 20 Apr. 
1818. 
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made to any sucli clerk or other person tlian is or may be 
authorized by law, except to ■watchnien and messengers for 
any labor or service required of them beyond the particular 
duties of their respective stations, rendered at such times 
as does not interfere "with the performance of their regular 
duties. 

Sec. 12. That no allowance or compensation shall be 
made to any clerk or other officer, by reason of the dis- 
charge of duties which belong to any other clerk or officer 
in the same or any other department; and no allowance or 
compensation shall be made for any extra services what- 
ever, which any clerk or other officer may be required to 
perform, (a) 

Sec. 14. That it shall be the duty of the several heads of 
departments in communicating estimates of expenditures 
and appropriations to Congress, and to any of the commit- 
tees thereof, to specify as nearly as may be convenient, the 
sources from which such estimates are derived, and the 
calculations upon which they are founded; and, in so doing, 
to discriminate between such estimates as are conjectural in 
their character, and such as are framed upon actual infor- 
mation and application from disbursing officers; and in 
communicating the several estimates, reference shall be 
given to the laws and treaties by which they are author- 
ized, the date thereof, and the volume, page and section on 
which the necessary provisions are contained. 

Sec. 23. That in case the sum appropriated for any ob- 
ject shall be found more than sufficient to meet the expenses 
thereby contemplated, the surplus may be applied, under 
the direction of the head of the proper department, to 
supply the deficiency of any other item in the same de- 
partment or office: Provided, That the expenditure for 
newspapers and periodicals shall not exceed the amount 
specifically appropriated to that object by this act. 

Sec. 25. That it shall not at any time hereafter, be lawful 
for any accounting or disbursing officer of the government 

(a) See also chap. 82, sec. 3, 3 Max. 1839; and chap. 183, 23 Aug. 1842, 
sec. 2. Sec. 17 of this act relates to contracts for stationery, &a. 
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to allow or pay any account or charge whatever, growing 
out of, or in any way connected with, any commission or 
inquiry, except courts martial or courts of inquiry in the 
military or naval service of the United States, until special 
appropriation shall have been made by law to pay such 
accounts and charges. 

\^Approved, August 26, 1842.] 



Chaptee 204.— Approved, Aug. 26, 1842.— Yol. 5, p. 534. 

An Act to provide for publishing an account of the discoveries made by the 
Exploring Expedition, under the command of Lieutenant Wilkes, of the 
United States navy. 

Sec. 1. That there shall be published, under the supervision and 
direction of the Joint Committee on the Library, "an account of the 
discoveries (a) made by the exploring expedition, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Wilkes, of the United States navy;" which 
account shall be prepared with illustrations, and published in a 
form similar to the voyage of the Astrolabe, lately published by 
the government of France. 

[Sec 2. Arrangement for publishing 100 copies of the "ac- 
count."] 

[Sec. 3. Objects of natural history, &c. to be deposited and 
arranged in the upper room of the Patent Office, (6) under the 
care of such person as may be appointed by the Joint Committee 
on the Library.] 



Chaptee 206.— Approved, Aug. 26, 1842.— Yol. 5, p. 535. 

An Act to regulate the pay of pursers and other officers of the navy. 

1. All supplies for the navy to be made with the public money, under regula- 
tions to be prescribed by the Executive. Regulations. 2. Executive to 
provide regulations for the purchase of r.tores, Ac. 3. Pay of pursers. 
Attached to vessels in commission. At navy yards. At naval stations. 
In receiving ships. At other places, and on leave. Yearly pay allowed 
by this act to be all their compensation and allowance, except, Ac. 4. 
Bonds heretofore given not affected by this act. Secretary of the Navy 
may demand new bonds. Pursers neglecting or refusing to give the same 

(a) For their distribution, see res. 6, 20 Feb. 1845, Ac. 
(6) Now deposited in the Smithsonian buildings. 



Twenty-Seventh Congeess, Second Session. 317 

to be dismissed. 6. Rules, &c., to be laid before Congress. 6. Advances 
or loans of money, &a., unlawful. 7. Act to go into eiJect, when. 8. Pur- 
sers at certain stations, Ac, allowed a clerk or assistant. Clerk's compen- 
sation. His privileges. Pursers and clerks allowed one ration, when. 
9. Pursers' stores on board ships in commission to be taken by Govern- 
ment. 10. Acts inconsistent with this act repealed. 

Sec 1. That all purchases of clothing, groceries, stores, 
and supplies of every description for the use of the navy, 
as well for vessels in commission as for yards and stations, 
shall be made with, and out of, the public moneys appro- 
priated for the support of the navy, under such directions 
and regulations as may be made by the Executive for that 
purpose; and it shall not be lawful for pursers, or other 
officers or persons holding commission or employment in 
the naval service, to procure stores, or any other articles or 
supplies for, and dispose thereof to the ofiicers or to the 
crew, during the period of their enlistment, on or for their 
own account or benefit; nor shall any profit or per centage 
upon stores or supplies be charged to, or received from, 
persons in the naval service, other than those which are 
hereinafter prescribed. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the Executive to pro- 
vide such rules and regulations for the purchase, preserva- 
tion, and disposition of all articles, stores, and supplies for 
persons in the navy, as may be necessary for the safe and 
economical administration of that branch of the public 
service. 

Sec. 3. That in lieu of the pay, rations, allowances, and 
other emoluments authorized by the (a) existing laws and 
regulations, the annual pay of pursers shall be as follows, 
viz : when attached to vessels in commission for sea service, 
they shall receive — 

For ships of the line $3,500 

For frigates or razees 3,000 

For sloops of war and steamers of first class . 2,000 

For brigs, and schooners, and steamers, less than 

first class 1,500 

{aj 18 Apr. 1814, chap. 84, sec. 1. 
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On duty at navy yards (a) at Boston, Hew York, 

Norfolk, and Pensacola $2,500 

At Portsmouth, Philadelphia, and Washington (5) 2,000 
At naval stations within the United States . . 1,500 
And in receiving ships at Boston, New York, and 

Norfolk 2,500 

And at other places 1,500 

On leave, or waiting orders, the same pay as surgeons. 

And it is hereby expressly declared, that the yearly pay 
provided in this act is all the pay, compensation, and 
allowance that shall be received, under any circumstances, 
by pursers, except one ration each per day, when attached 
to vessels for sea service, and except also for travelling ex- 
penses when under orders, for which ten cents per mile 
shall be allowed. 

Sec. 4. That nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to affect the bonds which have heretofore been given 
by pursers in the navy, but the same shall remain in full 
force and effect as if this law had not been passed ; and the 
Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized and required 
to demand and receive from them, or any of them, new 
bonds, with suQicient sureties, in all cases in which he may 
consider the same necessary and expedient ; and in case 
any purser shall neglect or refuse to give such new bond, 
it shall be the duty of the Executive to dismiss him forth- 
with from the service. 

Sec. 5. That the rules and regulations which shall be 
made in conformity with the provisions of this act, shall be 
laid before Congress at their next session. 

Sec. 6. That it shall not be lawful for a purser in the 
navy to advance or loan any sum or sums of money, public 
or private, or any article or commodity whatever, or any 
credit, to any officer in the naval service, under any pre- 
tence whatever. 

Sec. 7. That the provisions of this act shall go into effect, 
within the United States, from the date of its passage ; and 

(a) But one person at a navy yard to receive pay, 3 Mar. 1845, chap. 77, sec. 
8; and for pay of purser in California, see 3 Mar. 1863, chap. 102. 

(b) See chap. 198, 3 Mar. 1866. 
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in vessels abroad at the beginning of tlie quarter after its 
official receipt. 

Sec. 8. That pursers attached to, and doing duty in, navy 
yards at Boston, New York, and Norfolk, and' sea-going 
vessels" of a larger class than sloops of war, shall be author- 
ized to appoint a clerk or assistant, to be approved by the 
commanding officer of such yard or vessel ; and the yearly 
compensation of such clerk shall be as follows, viz : 
In a frigate, or navy yard at Boston, New York, and 

Norfolk, $500 

In a ship of the line, 700 

Said assistant or clerk shall have the privileges which are 
allowed to the clerk pf the commanding ofiicer ; and each 
purser and clerk, while attached to vessels in commission, 
shall receive one ration per day. 

Sec. 9. That all stores of pursers on board ships in com- 
mission, shall be taken by the government at a fair valua- 
tion, under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy. 

Sec. 10. That all acts or parts of acts which may be con- 
trary to, or inconsistent with, the provisions of this act, shall 
be, and are hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 11. (a) That, from and after the passage of this act, the an- 
nual pay of the forward warrant officers of the navy of the United 
States shall be as follows : 

For boatswains, gunners, carpenters, and sailmakers — 
When on duty on board ships of the line, and in the three 

navy yards at Boston, New York, and Norfolk (&) . $800 

On other duty . t-OO 

When on leave of absence, or awaiting orders, the said 

officers shall receive ....... 500 

for the first ten years, and after $600. 

Sec. 12. (c) That whenever an officer shall perform the duty of 
a higher grade, by order of the Secretary of the Navy, or the 
commander of a ieet or squadron, or ship acting singly on foreign 
service, such officer shall be entitled to receive the pay of such 
higher grade during the time he performs the duty in that grade, 
and no longer ; and no allowance shall be made for performing 
such service hereafter, unless so ordered. 

^Approved, August 26, 1842.] 

(a) For pay of these officers, see 3 Mar. 1835, chap. 27, sec. 1. 
(6) And Pensacola, by 3 Aug. 1848, chap. 121. 

(c) Repealed 17 June, 1844, chap. 107, sec. 3; and see 26 Feb. 1845, chap. 
26; see also chap. 176, 10 Aug. 1846, and chap. 121, 3 Aug. 1848, sec. 6. 
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Chapter 228.— Approved, Aug. 29, 1842.— Vol. 5, p. 537. 

An Act to provide an insane hospital for the District of Oolumbia. (a) 

[Sec. 1. The Commissioner of the Public Buildings required, 
under the direction of the President of the United States, to cause 
such alterations to be made in the old jail as will adapt it for the 
reception and accommodation of the insane of the District of 
Columbia, &c.J 

[Sec. 2. The President to appoint a board of inspectors, &c. j 

[Sec. 6. $10,000 appropriated.] 



Chapter 267.— Approved, Aug. 29, 1842.— Vol. 5, p. 546. 

An Act to establish and recjulale the navy ration. 

]. Component parts of the ration. 2. Fresh meat may he substituted for 
salted, and vegetahles for other articles. 3. Bread, &c., may be substituted 
for biscuit. Articles allowed to bo substituted for each other in certain 
cases. Proviso; value the same. 4. In case of necessity, daily allowance 
may be diminished. Payment to be made for the diminution. Com- 
mander to report the necessity, &c. 5. Spirits not allowed to persons 
under twenty one. Others may relinquish spirits. Value to be paid in 
money. 6. Act to take effect, when. Acts inconsistent herewith repealed. 

Sec 1. That tlie navy ration (&) shall consist of the fol- 
lowing daily allowance of provisions for each person: 

One pound of salted pork, with half a pint of peas or 
beans ; or one pound of salted beef, with half a pound of 
flour, and a quarter of a pound of raisins, dried apples, or 
other dried fruits ; or one pound of salt beef, with half a 
pound of rice, two ounces of butter, and two ounces of 
cheese, together with fourteen ounces of biscuit, one quar- 
ter of an ounce of tea, or one ounce of coffee, or one oun6e 
of cocoa; two ounces of sugar, and one gill of spirits: and 
of a weekly allowance of half a pound of pickles or cran- 
berries, half a pint of molasses and half a pint of vinegar. 

Sec. 2. That fresh meat may be substituted for salt beef 
or pork, and vegetables or sour crout for the other articles 

(a) This institution is now under the management of the "National Medical 
College" as an Infirmary. See chap. 199, 3 Mar. 1855. 
{V) This supplies 3 Mar. 1801, chap. 20, sec. 3, ante, p. 145. 
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usually issued witli the salted meats, allowing one and a 
quarter pounds of fresli meat for one pound of salted beef 
or pork, and regulating the quantity of vegetables or sour 
crout, so as to equal the value of those articles for -which 
they may be substituted. 

Sec. 3. That, should it be necessary to vary the above 
described daily allowance, it shall be lawful to substitute 
one pound of soft bread, or one pound of flour, or half a 
pound of rice, for fourteen ounces of biscuit; half a pint of 
wine for a gill of spirits; half a pound of rice for half a 
pint of beans or peas ; half a pint of beans or peas for half 
a pound of rice. 

"When it may be deemed expedient by the President of 
the United States, Secretary of the Navy, commander of a 
fleet or squadron, or of a single ship when not acting under 
the authority of another officer on foreign service, the 
articles of butter, cheese, raisins, dried apples, or other 
dried fruits, pickles, and molasses, may be substituted for 
each other and for spirits : Provided^ The article substituted 
shall not exceed in value the article for which it may be 
issued, according to the scale of prices which is or may be 
established for the same. 

Sec. 4. That, in cases of necessity, the daily allowance of 
provisions may be diminished or varied by the discretion 
of the senior of&cer present in command, but payment shall 
be made to the persons whose allowance shall be thus 
diminished, according to the scale of prices which is or may 
be established for the same ; but a commander who shall 
thus make a diminution or variation, shall report to his 
commanding officer, or to the Navy Department, the neces- 
sity for the same, and give to the purser written orders, 
specifying particularly the diminution or reduction which 
is to be made. 

Sec. 5. That no commissioned officer or midshipman, or 
any person under twenty-one years of age, shall be allowed 
to draw the spirit part of the daily ration ; (a) and all other 

(a) See 3 Mar. 1847, 3 Aug. 1848, 3 Mar. 1851, and 21 Aug. 1852. 

21 
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persons shall be permitted to relinquish that part of their 
ration, under such restrictions as the President of the United 
States may authorize; and to every person who, by this 
section, is prohibited from drawing, or who may relinquish, 
the spirit part of his ration, there shall be paid, in lieu 
thereof, the value of the same in money, according to the 
prices which are or may be established for the same. 

Sec. 6. That the provisions of this act shall go into eifect 
in the United States on the first day of the succeeding 
quarter after it becomes a law, and in vessels abroad on the 
first day of the succeeding quarter after its official receipt ; 
and any acts and parts of acts which may be contrary to, 
or inconsistent with, the provisions of this act, shall be, 
and are hereby, repealed. 

[^Approved, August 29, 1842.] 



Chaptee 268.— Approved, Aug. 29, 1842.— Vol. 5, p. 547. 

An Act authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to contract for the purchase, for the 
United States, the right to use Babbit's anti-attrition metal, (a) 

[Secretary of the Navy authorized to contract for the purchase, 
from the proprietor of the patented interest therein, for the United 
States, the right to use Babbit's anti-attrition metal in the con- 
struction of machinery and other work, subject to the ratification 
of Congress.] 



Chapter 276.— Approved, Aug. 31, 1842.— Yol. 5, p. 576. 

An Act concerning Professors of Mathematics in the navy of the United States. 

That professors of mathematics in the navy of the United 
States shall be entitled to live and mess with the lieutenants 
of sea-going and receiving vessels, and shall receive such 
rations (b) as lieutenants of the same ship or station shall 
receive. 

(a) $20,000 appropriated by chap. 100, 3 Mar. 1843. 
(J) For ration, see 29 Aug. 1842, chap. 267, ante, p. 320. 
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Chapter 277.— Approved, Aug, 31, 1842.— Vol. 5, p. 576. 

An Act to authorize the construction of a depot for charts and instruments of the 
navy of the United States. 

Sec. 1. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to contract for the building of a suitable house for a 
depot of charts and instruments of the navy of the United States, 
on a plan not exceeding in cost the sum of twenty-five thousand 
dollars. 

[Sec. 2. $10,000 appropriated.] 

Sec. 3. That the said establishment may be located on any por- 
tion of the public land in the District of Columbia which the 
President of the United States may deem suited to the purpose. 



Chapter 279.— Approved, Aug. 31, 1842.— Yol. 5, p. 577. 

An Act to regulate the appointment and pay of engineers in the nfivy of the 
United States. 

1. Engineers to be appointedl)y the Secretary of the Navy. Number allowed. 
Pay in service, &c. 2. Fireman and coal heavers authorized. 3. Pay of 
engineers waiting orders. 4. Engineer in chief to be appointed. 5. Uni- 
form for engineers, and rules for their government, to be prescribed. En- 
gineers subject to laws and regulations of the navy. 6. Engineers, how 
appointed. 7. Depots of coal authorized. 

Sec. 1. Tliat the Secretary of tlie Navy (a) shall appoint 
the requisite number of chief engineers and assistant engi- 
neers, not to exceed one chief engineer, two first assistant,, 
two second assistant, and three third assistant engineers for 
each steam ship of war, for the naval service of the United 
States, who shall be paid, when in actual service, as follows : 

To the chief engineer (6) fifteen hundred dollars per annum 
and one ration per day ; to the first assistant engineer, nine 
hundred dollars per annum and one ration per day ; to the 
second assistant engineer, seven hundred dollars per annum 
and one ration per day ; to the third assistant engineer, five 
hundred dollars per annum and one ration per day; the 

(a) Now by the President and Senate, and Secretary to appoint six assistant 
engineers, by 3 Mar. 1845, chap. 77, sec. 7. 

(S) How does the 3 Mar. 1845, chap. 77, sec. 7, affect this as to pay and 
rations? 
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chief engineer shall be entitled to mess in the ward room 
of ships of war, and in all cases of prize money he shall 
share as a lieutenant ; the first assistant engineer shall share 
as a lieutenant of marines ; the second assistant engineer 
shall share as a midshipman ; the third assistant engineer 
shall share as the forward officers ; but neither the chief nor 
the assistant engineers shall hold any other rank than as 
engineers. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Navy shall be author- 
ized to enlist and employ the requisite number of firemen, 
who shall receive, each, thirty dollars per month and one {a) 
ration per day ; and the requisite number of coal heavers, 
who shall receive, each, eighteen dollars per month and one 
ration per day ; and the said firemen and coal heavers shall, 
in all cases of prize money, share as seamen. 

Sec. 3. That the said chief engineer and assistant engi- 
neers, when waiting orders, shall be paid as follows : to the 
chief engineer, twelve hundred dollars per annum ; to the 
first assistant engineer, seven hundred dollars per annum ; 
to the second assistant engineer, five hundred dollars per 
annum ; to the third assistant engineer, three hundred and 
fifty dollars per annum. 

Sec. 4. That the Secretary of the Navy shall appoint a 
skilful and scientific engineer in chief, who shall receive for 
his services the sum of three thousand dollars per annum, 
and shall perform such duties as the Secretary of the Navy (i) 
shall require of him touching that branch of the service. 

Sec. 5. That the Secretary of the Navy shall be author- 
ized to prescribe a uniform for the said chief engineers and 
assistant engineers, and to make all necessary rules and 
regulations for the proper arrangement and government of 
the corps of engineers and assistant engineers, not incon- 
sistent with the constitution and laws of the United States. 
The said engineers and assistant engineers shall be, in all 
respects, subject to the laws, rules, and regulations of the 

(o) Now to be paid as petty officers, seamen, Ac, 3 Mar. 1847, chap. 48, sec. 
3; and see chap. 106, sec. 6, 3 Mar. 1849. 
(b) See sec. 7 of act 3 Mar. 1846, chap. 77. 
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naval service, in like manner witli other officers of tlie 
service.. 

Sec. 6. That the said chief engineers shall be appointed 
by commission, and (a) the assistant engineers shall be ap- 
pointed by warrant from the Secretary of the Navy, in such 
form as he may prescribe. 

Sec. 7. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to establish, at such places as he may 
deem necessary, suitable depots of coal, or other fuel, for 
the supply of steam ships of war. 

\^Approved, August 31, 1842.] 



Chapter 286.— Approved, Aug. 31, 1842.— Vol. 5, p. 579. 

An Act to reorganize the Navy Department of the United States. 

1. Act of 7th February, 1815, repealed. 2. Bureaus to be attached to the navy 
department. 3. Chiefs of the bureaus to be appointed, how. 5. Duties to 
be distributed among the bureaus. To be performed under authority of 
the Secretary of the Navy, &c. t. Franking privilege. 8. Papers of the 
navy commissioners' oiEee to be distributed. Stationery to be provided — 
$3,600 appropriated therefor. 10. Officers, not above the grade of lieuten- 
ants, may, with their consent, be appointed to the clerkships. 11. Au- 
thority to transfer money from one appropriation to another, so far as 
relates to the navy department, repealed. 

Sec. 1. That the act, (6) approved February seventh, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen, entitled "An act to alter and 
amend the several acts for establishing a Navy Department, 
by adding thereto a board of commissioners," be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be attached to the Navy Depart- 
ment the following bureaus, to wit : 

1. A bureau of Navy Yards and Docks. 

2. A bureau of Construction, Equipment, and Eepair. 

3. A bureau of Provisions and Clothing. 

4. A bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography. 

5. A bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 

(ffi) See note a on p. 323. (6) Chap. 35, ante, p. 202. 
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Sec. 3. That tlie President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint, 
from the captains in the naval service, a chief for each of 
the bureaus of navy yards and docks, and of ordnance and 
hydrography, who shall each receive a salary of three 
thousand five hundred dollars per annum, in lieu of all 
other compensation whatever in the naval service; and 
shall, (a) in like manner, appoint a chief of the bureau of 
construction, equipment, and repairs, who shall be a skilful 
naval constructor; and shall also appoint a chief of the 
bureau of provisions and clothing, who shall each receive 
for his services three thousand dollars per annum; and 
shall, in like manner, appoint, from the surgeons of the 
navy, a chief of the bureau of medicine and surgery, who 
shall receive for his services two thousand five hundred 
dollars per annum. 

[Sec. 4. Provided clerks in war department, now classified by- 
act 3 March, 1853, eh. 9T.] 

Sec. 5. That the Secretary of the Navy shall assign and 
distribute among the said bureaus such of the duties of the 
Navy Department as he shall judge to be expedient and 
proper ; and all the duties of the said bureaus shall be per- 
formed under the authority of the Secretary of the Navy, 
and their orders shall be considered as emanating from him, 
and shall have full force and effect as such. 

[Sec. 6. Each bureau a messenger.] 

Sec. 7. That the chief of each bureau hereby established, 
-shall be authorized to frank all communications from his 
bureau ; and all communications to his bureau, on the busi- 
ness thereof, shall be free of postage. 

Sec. 8. That the books, records, and papers, now belong- 
ing to the of&ce of the Navy Commissioners, shall be dis- 
tributed among the bureaus, according to the nature of 
their duties respectively; and the Secretary of the Navy is 
hereby authorized to provide for each bureau such books 
of record and accounts, and such stationery, as may be 
found necessary; for which purpose the sum of three 

(o) See ehap. 97, 3 Mar. 1853. 
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thousand five hundred dollars is hereby appropriated, pay- 
able out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

[Sec. 9. Appropriation to carry this law into effect.] 

Sec. 10. That the Secretary of the Navy shall, if the 
same can be done without detriment to the public service, 
appoint, with their consent, officers of the navy, not above 
the grade of lieutenants, to perform the duties of any clerk- 
ship created by this act, (except as herein otherwise pro- 
vided,) who shall receive each for their services not more 
than nine hundred dollars per annum, including their 
regular pay and rations; but the appointment of any of&cer 
in the navy to any of the offices or clerkships in this act, 
shall in no manner whatever interfere with his grade in the 
service. 

Sec. 11. (a) That all acts or (J) parts of acts authorizing 
the President of the United States, or the Secretary of the 
proper department, under his direction, to transfer any por- 
tion of the moneys appropriated for a particular branch 
of expenditure in that department, fo be applied to another 
branch of expenditure in the same department, be, and are 
hereby, so far as relates to the department of the navy, 
repealed. 

\^Approved, August 31, 1842. J 



Eesolution 12.— Approved, Aug. 31, 1842. — Vol. 5, p. 584. 

Joint Resolution authorizing experiments to be made for the purpose of testing 
Samuel Colt's Submarine baitery, and for other purposes, (c) 

[Sec. 1. The Secretary of the Navy instructed to render Mr. 
Samuel Colt facilities to test his submarine battery, &c., and report 
at the next session of Congress, the expenses and result of these 
experiments.] 

[Seo. 2. The Secretary of the Navy authorized to make such 
experimental trial of the several inventions of Thomas M. Easton, 
Ethan Campbell, Aaron Quinby, or either of them, or of other 
persons, to prevent the explosion of steam boilers, &c.] 

(a) Same provision, 31 Aug. 1862, chap. 109, sec. 2. 

(J) 3 Mar. 1809, chap. 28, sec. 1. See notes vol. ii, p. 699. 

(c) See chap. 94, 3 Mar. 1843, seo. 5, post. p. 331. 
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Chapter 83.— Approved, March 3, 1843.— Yol. 5, p. 61T. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the half calendar year 
beginning the \st dug of January and ending the 30th day of June, 1843; and 
for the fiscal year beginning the 1st day of July, 1843, and ending the 30th day 
of June, 1844. 

[extkacts.] 

And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to cause an 
examination to be made of the expediency, practicability, and 
probable expense of constructing a dry dock in the harbor of New 
York upon the plan of using, as an elevating power, the water of 
the Croton aqueduct, and of sufScient capacity to rebuild or re- 
pair a seventy-four gun-ship, and to cause an examination of any 
other plan or plans of a dry dock or floating dock in said harbor, 
deemed worthy by the Secretary to be reported upon, and to re- 
port the result of such examination, with his opinion thereon, to 
the next session of Congress. And all further expenditures under 
the appropriations heretofore made for the dry dock in said harbor 
shall be suspended until the first day of January next ; and the 
sum of $100,000 shall be, and the same hereby is, appropriated 
for the construction of a floating dry dock at Pensacola, of capa- 
city sufficient for the repair of frigates of the smaller class, and upon 
such plan as the Secretary of the Navy shall approve. 

Provided, That all provisions and clothing, hemp, and other 
materials of every name and nature, (a), for the use of the navy, 
and the transportation thereof, when time will permit, shall here- 
after be furnished by contract by the lowest bidder, as follows : 
the Secretary of the Navy shall advertise once a week for at least 
four weeks, (6) in one or more of the principal papers published in 
the place where such articles are to be furnished, for sealed pro- 
posals (c) for furnishing such articles, or the whole of any particu- 
lar class of articles, specifying in such advertisement the amount, 
quantity, and description of each kind (d) of articles to be fur- 
nished ; and all such proposals shall be kept sealed until the day 
specified in such advertisement for apening the same, when they 
shall be opened by or under the direction of the officer making 

(a) Except tobacco, 3 Aug. 1S-I8, chap. 121, sec. 71; aud butter and cheese, 
and things contraband of war, by 3 Mar. 1847, chap. 48, sec. 2, and not to 
apply to ordnance, gunpowder, medicines, Ac, by 3d sec. of chap. 77, 3 Mar. 
1845 ; and proposals to be accompanied by a written guarantee, 10 Aug. 1846, 
chap. 167. 

(6) Not less than 5 days, by 28 Sept. 1850, chap. 80, sec. 1. 

(c) Accompanied by guarantee, 10 Aug. 1846, chap. 176, sec. 6. 

(d) Only the classes of the materials to be stated, 5 Aug. 1854, chap. 268, 
sec. 1. 
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such advertisement, in the presence of at least two persons ; and 
the person offering to famish any class of such articles, and giving 
satisfactory security for the performance thereof, under a forfeiture 
not exceeding twice the contract price in case of failure, shall re- 
ceive a contract for furnishing the same : and in case the lowest 
bidder shall fail to enter into such contract and give such security 
within a reasonable time, to be fixed in such advertisement, then 
the contract shall be given to the next lowest bidder, who shall 
enter into such contract and give such security ; and that all such 
bids or proposals shall be preserved and recorded, and reported 
to Congress at the commencement of every regular session ; and 
the same shall contain a true and faithful abstract of all offers 
made, embracing as well those which are rejected as those which 
are accepted ; the said abstract shall embrace the names of the 
party or parties offering, the terms proposed, the sums demanded, 
and the length of time the agreement is to continue. And, in case 
of a failure to supply the articles, or to perform the work, by the 
person entering into such contract, he and his sureties shall be 
liable for the forfeiture specified in such contract, as liquidated 
damages, to be sued for in the name of the United States, in any 
court having jurisdiction thereof 
[Approved, March 3, 1843.] 



Chapter 89.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1843.— Vol. 5, p. 623. 

An Jet to provide for carrying into effect the treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain, concluded at Washington on the ninth day of August, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-two. 

Sec. 6. That it shall be the duty of the President of the United 
States, in execution of the provisions of the eighth article of said 
treaty, (a) to apply so much of the naval appropriations as may 
be necessary therefor, to the preparation, equipment, and main- 
tenance of the naval force therein stipulated to be employed on 
the coast of Africa by the United States. 

(a) Extract of a treaty between the United States and Great Britain, of 9th 
August, 1842, for the final suppression of the African slave trade, &c., &c. 
(Vol. 8, page 572.) 

And whereas, by the treaty concluded at Ghent, on the 24:th day of Decem- 
ber, 1814, between the United States and His Britannic Majesty, an article 
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Chapter 93.— Approved, March 3, 1848.— Vol. 5, p. 626. 

An Act authorizing an examination and survey of the harbor of Memphis, in 

Tennessee, (a) 

[The Secretary of the Navy to cause to be made an examina- 
tion and survey of the harbor of Memphis, in Tennessee, In 
reference to the expediency of establishing a naval depot and 
yard for the building and repairing steam-ships and other vessels 
of war at that place, and that he report to Congress the result of 
such examination and survey.] 

was agreed to and inserted, of the following tenor, viz: "Art. 10. Whereas, 
the traffic in slaves is irreconcilable with the principles of humanity and 
justice : and whereas, both His Majesty and the United States are desirous of 
continuing their efforts to promote its entire abolition, it is hereby agreed that 
both the contracting parties shall use their best endeavors to accomplish so 
desirable an object:" and whereas, notwithstanding the laws which have at 
various times been passed by the two Governments, and the efforts made to 
suppress it, that criminal traffic is still prosecuted and carried on : and whereas, 
the United States of America and Her Majesty the Queen of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, are determined that, so far as may be in 
their power, it shall be effectually, abolished. » » » » 

Article VIII. — The parties mutually stipulate that each shall prepare, 
equip, and maintain in service, on the coast of Africa, a, sufficient and ade- 
quate squadron, or naval force of vessels, of suitable numbers and descriptions, 
to carry in all not less than eighty guns, to enforce, separately and respectively, 
the laws, rights, and obligations, of each of the two countries, for the suppres- 
sion of the slave trade, the said squadrons to be independent of each other, 
but the two Governments stipulating, nevertheless, to give such orders to the 
officers commanding their respective forces, as shall enable them most effectu- 
ally to act in concert and cooperation, upon mutual consultation, as exigencies 
may arise, for the attainment of the true object of this article; copies of all 
such orders to be communicated by each Government to the other respectively. 

Article IX. — Whereas, notwithstanding all efforts which may bo made on 
the coast of Africa, for suppressing the slave trade, the facilities for carrying 
on that traffic and avoiding the vigilance of cruisers, by the fraudulent use of 
flags, and other means, are so great, and the temptations for pursuing it, while 
a market can be found for slaves, so strong, as that the desired result may be 
long delayed, unless all markets be shut against the purchase of African 
negroes, the parties to this treaty agree that they will unite in all becoming 
representations and remonstrances, with any and all powers within whose 
dominions such markets are allowed to exist, and that they will urge upon all 
such powers the propriety and duty of closing such markets effectually, at 
once and forever. 

Article XI. — The eighth article of this treaty shall be in force for five years 
from the date of the exchange of the ratifications, and afterwards until one or 
the other party shall signify a wish to terminate it. 

{a) See chap. 52, 15 June, 1844, and res. 3, 13 Feb. 1845. 
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Chapter 94.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1843.— Vol. 5, p. 626. 

An Act to 'modify tlie act entitled "An act to provide for the better security of tfie 
lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam," 
approved July 7, 1838. 

Sec. 5. That in execution of the authority vested in him by the 
second section of the joint resolution, (a) "authorizing experiments 
to be made for the purpose of testing Samuel Colt's sub-marine 
battery, and for other purposes," approved August 31, 1842, the 
Secretary of the Navy shall appoint a board of examiners, con- 
sisting of three persons, of thorough knowledge as to the structure 
and use of the steam engine, whose duty it shall be to make ex- 
perimental trials of such inventions and plans designed to prevent 
the explosion of steam boilers and collapsing of flues, as they may 
deem worthy of examination, and report the result of their experi- 
ments, with an expression of their opinion as to the relative merits 
and efficacy of such inventions and plans ; which report the Sec- 
retary shall cause to be laid before Congress at its next session. 
It shall also be the duty of said examiners to examine and report 
the relative strength of copper and iron boilers of equal thickness, 
and what amount of steam to the square inch, when sound, is 
capable of working with safety ; and whether hydrostatic pres- 
sure, or what other plan, is best for testing the strength of boilers 
under the inspection laws ; and what limitations as to the force or 
pressure of steam to the square inch, in proportion to the ascer- 
tained capacity of a boiler to resist, it would be proper to establish 
by law for the more certain prevention of explosions. 



Chapter 100.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1843.— Vol. 5, p. 630. 

An Act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending the SOth day of June, 1844. 

[extracts.] 

And the accounting officers of the Treasury are hereby author- 
ized and directed, in the settlement of the accounts of the officers 
attached to the late surveying and exploring expedition to the 
Pacific ocean and the South seas, who were employed in the scien- 
tific duties, to allow and credit them with extra pay, equal to that 
allowed to the officers engaged in the service of the coast survey. 

For survey of the coast of the United States : Provided, 
That this and all other appropriations hereafter to be made 

(a) No. 12, ante, p. 327. 
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for this work, shall, until otherwise provided by law, be 
expended in accordance with a plan of re-organizing the 
mode of executing the survey, to be submitted to the Pres- 
ident of the United States by a board of officers, which 
shall be organized by him, to consist of the present super- 
intendent, his two principal assistants, and the two naval 
officers now in charge of the hydrographical parties, and 
four from among the principal officers of the corps of topo- 
graphical engineers; none of whom shall receive any 
additional compensation whatever for this service, and who 
shall sit as soon as organized. And the President of the 
United States shall adopt and carry into effect the plan of 
said board, as agreed upon by a majority of its members ; 
and the plan of said board shall cause to be employed as 
many officers of the army (a) and navy of the United States 
as will be compatible with the successful prosecution of 
the work ; the officers of the navy to be employed on the 
hydrographical parts, and the officers of the army on the 
topographical parts of the work ; and no officer of the army 
or navy shall hereafter receive any extra pay, out of this or 
any future appropriations for surveys. 
[Approved, March 3, 1843.] 



Eesolution 2.— Approved, Peb'y 18, 1843.— Vol. 5, p. 648. 

Joint Hesolution to establish agencies for water-rotted hemp. 

That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to establish an agency in the State of Kentucky, and an 
agency in the State of Missouri, for the inspection, test, and pur- 
chase of water-rotted hemp for the use of the American navy : 
Provided, That domestic hemp shall not cost more than foreign 
hemp of the same quality in the seaport towns of the United States. 

(a) See chap. 106, 17 June, \%ii, post. p. 336. 
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Chapter 3.— Approved, Feb'y 23, 1844.— Vol. 5, p. 651. 

An Act to authorize the President of the United States to direct transfers of ap- 
propriation in the naval service, under certain circumstances. 

That upon the application of tlie Secretary of the Navy, 
the President of the United States shall have authority to direct 
the transfer (a) from unexpended balances of appropriations 
for the Naval Service, of the sum of two hundred thousand dol- 
lars, or so much thereof as the public service may require during 
the present fiscal year to the appropriation fo» "the increase, re- 
pairs, armament, and equipment of the Navy, and wear and tear 
of vessels in commission." But no part of said sum shall be 
transferred from any unexpended balance which may be necessary 
for the purposes for which the appropriation was originally made-, 
nor from any unexpended balances of appropriations for the re- 
spective Navy Yards and Docks. Nor shall the transfer be made 
from any head or object of appropriation which may require 
another appropriation at any future time to supply the deficiency 
created by said transfer. 



Chapter 14.— Approved, April 22, 1844.— Vol. 5, p. 656. 

An Act Tnaking an appropriation of certain -moneys in the Treasury for the naval 

service. 

[The sum of $116,922 19, being the amount of proceeds of sales 
of certain condemned naval stores, appropriated, for the increase, 
repair, armament and equipment of the navy, and wear and tear of 
vessels in commission.] 



Chapter 15.— Approved, April 30, 1844.— Vol. 5, p. 656. 

An Act making appropriations for the payment of revolutionary and other pen- 
sioners of the United States, for the fiscal year ending on the thirtieth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-five. 

Provided, that no (6) pension shall be hereafter granted to 
a widow for the same time that her husband received one. 
And provided also, that no person in the army, navy, or 
marine corps, shall be allowed to draw both a pension as 

(a) See chap. 109, sec. 2, 31 Aug. 1852. 

(b) Unless her application was filed, Ac, 23 Jan. 1845, res. 1. 
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an invalid and the pay of his rank or station in the service, 
unless the alleged disability for which the pension was 
granted be such as to have occasioned his employment in a 
lower grade, or in some civil branch of the service. 
[^Approved, April 30, 1844. J 



Chapter 37.— Approved, June 3, 1844.— Yol. 5, p. 660. 

An Act directing a disposition of the maps and charts of the su/rvey of the coast. 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to dispose of the maps and charts of the survey of the 
coast of the United States, at such prices and under such regula- 
tions as may from time to time be fixed by the said Secretary; and 
that a number of copies of each sheet, not to exceed three hundred, 
be presented to such foreign governments, and departments of our 
own government, and hterary and scientific associations, as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may direct. 



Chaptee 52. — Approved, June 15, 1844. — Vol. 5, p. 665. 

An Act to establish a navy yard and depot at or adjacent to the city of Memphis, 
on the Mississippi river, in the State of Tennessee, (a) 

[The President authorized to select and purchase a site for 
a navy yard and depot at the city of Memphis, in the State of 
Tennessee, and to erect such buildings and make such improve- 
ments thereon as may be necessary for the construction and repair, 
and for the accommodation and supply, of vessels of war of the 
United States ; and also to purchase any water rights which may 
be required to propel the machinery appertaining to said navy 
yard, or which may be useful in the operations of said navy yard ; 
and to receive any donations of lands, water rights, or rights of 
way, which the authorities of the city of Memphis, or any other 
body corporate, or any person or persons, may deem proper to 
make or grant to the Government of the United States. One 
hundred thousand dollars appropriated.] 

(a) See 3 Mar. 1843, chap. 93 ; 13 Feb. 1845, and 10 Aug. 1846. 
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Chapter 53.— Approved, June 15, 1844.— "Vol. 5, p, 665. 

An Act for the relief of the widows and orphans of the officers, seamen and 
marines of the United States schooner Grampus, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. That for the purpose of fixing the time at which shall (a) 
commence the pensions, under the existing laws, of the widows of 
the officers, seamen, and marines, who were lost in the United 
States schooner Grampus, as well as the time to which the pay of 
said of&cers, seamen, and marines, shall be allowed, the twentieth 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, shall 
be deemed and taken to be the day on which the said schooner 
Grampus foundered at sea ; and that, for the like purposes, the 
first day of May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, shall 
be deemed and taken to be the day on which the United States 
schooner Sea Gull was lost in like manner. 

Sec. 2. That if any of the said officers, seamen, or marines, 
shall have left no widow, or having left a widow she shall have 
died before the passage of this act, and there shall be living at the 
date of the passage of this act, a child or children of said of&cers, 
seamen, or marines, under sixteen years of age, such child or chil- 
dren shall be entitled to the same pension to which the widow, had 
there been one as aforesaid, would have been entitled, for the like 
period of five years ; but in case of the death or intermarriage of 
the widow before the expiration of the said term of five years, the 
said pension for the remainder of the said term, shall go to the 
child or children of the said deceased officer, seaman, or marine : 
Provided, That such pension shall cease upon the death of such 
child or children. 

[Sec. 3. Purser J. S. Thacher's accounts to be settled.] 



Chapter 5'9. — Approved, June 15, 1844.— Yol. 5, p. 667. 

An Act to test the utility of the sub-marine telescope. 

[The Secretary of the Navy authorized and directed to institute 
such experiments, under the superintendence of competent and 
trustworthy persons, as will fully test the utility of the sub-marine 
telescope, invented by Mrs. Sarah P. Mather, and ascertain its 
value, if any, to the public service ; and the expenses of which 
shall be paid out of any moneys in the treasury: Provided, That 
said expenses shall not exceed the sum of two thousand dollars.] 



[$100,000 appropriated, by chapter 64, June 15, 1844, vol. 5, 
p. 669, for an iron steamer, (the Alleghany,) to be built at Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania, on the plan of Lieut. Hunter.] 

(a) $10,000 appropriated to pay widows and orplians under tliis act, by- 
chap. 58, vol. 5, p. 667. 
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Chapter 105. — Approved, June 17, 1844. — Vol. 5, p. 681. 

An Act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and 
forty-five, and for other purposes. 

[Sec. 1. For survey of the coast : Provided^ That officers 
■of the army and navy shall, as far as practicable, be em- 
ployed in the work, whenever and in the manner required 
by the Department having charge thereof.] 

Sec. 2. That whenever, hereafter, (a) in submitting to 
Congress the annual estimates from the several Executive 
departments of the Government, it shall be found that the 
usual items of such estimates vary materially in amount 
from the appropriation ordinarily asked for the object named, 
and especially from the appropriation granted for the same 
objects for the year next preceding, and whenever new 
items not theretofore usual shall be introduced into such 
estimates for any year, the estimates shall be accompanied 
by minute and full explanations from the head of the ap- 
propriate department, of all such variations and new items, 
setting forth the reasons and grounds upon which the 
amounts are required, and the different items added : and 
whenever any, such estimate, whether annual or special, shall 
ask an appropriation for any new specific expenditure, such 
as the construction of a fort, the erection of a custom-house, 
or other public building, or the construction of- any other 
public work requiring a plan before the building or work 
can be properly completed, every such estimate shall be ac- 
companied by a full plan and detailed estimates of the cost 
of the whole work ; and all subsequent estimates for every 
such work shall give the original estimated cost, the aggre- 
gate amount theretofore appropriated for the same, and the 
amount actually expended thereupon, as well as the amount 
asked for the current year for which such estimates shall be 
made ; and whenever any such subsequent estimate shall 
ask for an appropriation for any such work beyond the 
original estimate of the cost, the full reasons for the excess, 
and the extent of the anticipated excess, shall be also stated. 

(o) See further for estimate's, 3 Mar. 1856, chap. 175, sec. 8. 
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Chapter 107.— Approved, June 17, 1844.— Yol. 5, p. 699. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending the 
thirteenth day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-five. 

Sec. 1. For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers and 
seamen, &c. Provided, That the whole number of petty officers, sea- 
men, ordinary seamen, landsmen, and boys, in the naval service, shall 
not exceed seven thousand five hundred at any one time during 
the fiscal year for which this appropriation is made. And pro- 
vided, further, That no portion of the said sum be applied to the 
pay of any officers of any grade of the navy beyond the number 
allowed by law, in the respective grades, on the first day of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and forty-two. And provided, further, 
That all persons who may have been appointed as master's mates 
since the fourth day of August, eighteen hundred and forty-two, 
and who were not, at the time of their appointment, all seamen of 
the first class, shall be forthwith discharged, except such as shall 
"have actually gone to sea, and those at sea shall be discharged and 
sent back in the first national ship returning to the United States, 
and paid to the period of their return, and in case no opportunity 
for returning shall be presented before the expiration of the cruise 
of the ship to which they are attached, then they shall be dis- 
charged on the return of such ship, and paid to that time. 

And it is hereby directed, that the Secretary of the Navy 
shall order a competent commissioned or warrant officer of 
the navy, to take charge of the naval stores for foreign 
squadrons, in the place (a) of naval storekeepers, at each of 
the foreign ports where said stores may be deposited, and 
where a storekeeper is necessary: Provided, That said ofificers 
shall be required to give a bond in such amount as may be 
fixed by the Secretary of the Navy, for the faithful per- 
formance of his duty: And provided^ also, That the annual 
compensation for all his services, except travelling, shall 
.not exceed fifteen hundred dollars. 

Sec. 2. And no further purchases of foreign hemp shall 
be made for the navy of the United States, except so far as 
a supply of American hemp of proper quality and at as 
cheap a price cannot be obtained. 

Sec. 3. That so much of the first section of the act entitled 
"An act (6) to regulate the pay of the Navy," approved the third 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, and the 

(a) Unless when suitable naval officers cannot be had, or interest may other- 
wise require, 3 Mar. 1847, see. 3, chap. 48. 
(6; Chap. 27, ante, p. 296. 
22 
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twelfth section of an act entitled "An act (a) to regulate the pay 
of pursers and other officers of the Navy, passed August twenty- 
sixth, eighteen hundred and forty-two, as provides that officers 
temporarily performing the duties belonging to those of a higher 
grade shall receive the compensation allowed to such higher grade, 
while actually so employed, be and the same are hereby repealed. (6) 

Sec. 4. That no person shall be employed or continued 
abroad, to receive and pay money for the nse of the naval 
service on foreign stations whether under contract or other- 
wise, or to perform the duties usually performed by navy 
agents, who has not been or shall not be appointed by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Sec. 5. That the Secretary of the Navy be empowered to re- 
linquish and pay all reservations of the ten per centum upon de- 
liveries made under all contracts with the Navy Department where 
these reservations have arisen and the contracts been afterwards 
extended, or where the contracts have been completed after the 
time of delivery by and with the consent of the Department, or 
in all cases where the contracts have been dissolved by the like 
consent, or been put an end to, or an extension thereof been pre- 
vented by operation of law, when no injury has been sustained by 
the public service : Provided, That this section shall not extend 
or apply to any case where the reservations shall have been made 
on contracts which have been expired more than five years before 
the first day of January last. 

\_A'pproved, June 17, 1844.J 



Eesolution 18. — Approved, June 17, 1844. — Vol. 5, p. 720. 

Joint Resolution tendering the thanks of Congress to the British authorities at 
Gibraltar, and the commander, officers, and crew of her Brittannie Majesty's 
ship Malabar. 

That the President of the United States be requested to com- 
municate to the British Government, in such manner as he may 
deem proper, the high sense entertained by Congress of the gen- 
erous zeal displayed by the British authorities at Gibraltar, and 
the commander, officers and crew of her Brittanic Majesty's ship 
Malabar, in endeavoring to save from destruction the American 
steam frigate Missouri, and in preserving the lives of her officers 
and crew, as well as of the kindness and hospitality which charac- 
terized their treatment of the ship's company of that vessel, after 
her unfortunate destruction by fire. 

(a) Chap. 206 ; and see chap. 176, 10 Aug. 1846, sec. 7, and 3 Aug. ISdS, chap. 
121, sec. 6. 

(6) But not until information is received of the repeal on board the vessel, 
26 Feb. 1S45, chap. 26, post. p. 340. 
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Chapter 15.— Approved, Feb'y 20, 1845.— Vol. 5, p. 724. 

An Act restricting the grant of pensions in certain cases. 

That from and after the passage of this act, a pension, 
shall not be granted to any widow for or during any part 
or portion of the time her husband may have received one, 
whose declaration therefor shall not have been made on or 
before (a) the 30th day of April, 1844, and shall not have 
been received at the Pension Of&ce on or before the 23d, 
day of January, 1845. 



Chapter 17.— Approved, Feb'y 20, 1845.— Vol. 5, p. 725.. 

An Act to amend the act, entitled "An act to provide for the enlistment of boys 
for the naval service, and to extend the term of enlistment of seamen." 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the passage of this act, the' 
provisions of the second and third sections of the act en- 
titled "An act to provide for the enlistment of boys for the 
naval service, and to extend the term of the enlistment of 
seamen," approved March second, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-seven, (5) which authorize and provide for 
the detention of any person enlisted for the navy, after the 
expiration of the enlistment, until the return of such person 
to the United States, shall be understood and construed to 
authorize and provide for the detention of such person 
until the arrival of the vessel in which he shall be so de- 
tained at a port of the United States and until he shall have 
received his regular discharge by order of the Secretary of 
the Navy: Provided, That such detention shall not exceed 
the term of thirty days from the time of the arrival of the 
said vessel in a port of the United States. 

Seq. 2. That the comanding officer of any vessel, squad- 
ron or fleet of the navy of the United States, when upon 

(a) Unless filed on or before 23 Jan. 1845. See res. No. 1, 23 Jan. 1845, vol. 
V, p. 796. 

(6) Chap. 21, ante, p. 301. 
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the high seas or in any foreign port where there is no resi- 
dent consul of the United States, shall be, and is hereby, 
authorized and empowered to exercise all the powers of a 
consul (a) in relation to mariners of the United States. 
^Approved, February 20, 1845.J 



Chapter 26.— Approved, Febr'y 26, 1845.— Vol. 5, p. 729. 

An Act to amend the act, entitled "An Act snaking appropriations for the naval 
service for the fiscal i/ear ending the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-five." 

That the third section of the act entitled "An act making 
appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending 
the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-five," (6) approved June seventeen, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-four, shall not be understood or construed to 
apply to the claim of an officer employed on a foreign station who 
would be entitled, under the provisions of previous acts of Con- 
gress, to receive the pay of a higher grade, while temporarily 
performing the duties of such higher grade, until information of 
the passage of the said act shall have been received on board of 
the vessel to which such officer was or is attached. 



Chapter 41. — Approved, March 3, 1845. — Vol. 5, p. 731. 

An Act renewing certain naval pensions for the term of five years. 

That (c) the pensions for the period of five years, which have 
been heretofore granted out -of the naval pension fund to the 
widows of officers, seamen, and marines, who have been killed or 
died by reason of a wound received in the line of their duty, or 
who have died by reason of disease contracted, or of a casualty 
by drowning or otherwise, -or of iajury received while in the line 
of their duty, and which pensions have ceased in consequence of 
the expiration of the period for which they were originally granted, 
or for which they were subsequently renewed, shall be continued 
for another period of five years, (d) to such of the said widows 

(a) See 14 Apr. 1792, chap. 24; 28 Feb. 1S03, chap. 9; 3 Mar. 1817, chap. 6, 
and 20 July, 1840, chap. 48. 

(i) Chap. 107, ante, p. 337. 

(c) Five year pensions continued by sec. 1, chap. 134, 30 June, 1834, ex- 
tended for five years more. 

(,d) And for five years more, by 3 Mar. 1847, chap. 49, sec. 2. 
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as remain unmarried ; to commence from the day on which such 
pensions, respectively, terminated ; and to be paid out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated : Provided, 
That every pension hereby renewed shall cease on the death or 
intermarriage of the widow to whom the same is hereby granted. 
\^Approved, March 3, 1845.] 



Chapter 71. — Approved, Marcli 3, 18i5. — Vol. 5, p. 752. 

An Act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending 30tt Jane, 1846, and for other purposes. 

Seo. 4. (ffl) That from and after the passage of this act, no ac- 
counts which have been adjusted by the accounting officers of the 
Treasury, shall be re-opened without authority of law, nor shall 
the accounting officers of the Treasury act upon any account which 
shall not be presented within six years from the date when the 
claim first existed, unless the person having the claim was an 
infant, Innatic, or feme covert, and then within six years after the 
removal of the disability — Pi^ovided, That this section shall not 
apply to cases where special acts have passed, or shall pass, for 
the relief of individuals. 



Chapter 77.— Approved, March 3, 1845— Vol. 5, p. 790. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the year ending the thirtieth 
June, eighteen hundred and forty-six. (b) 

2. Naval constructors. 3. Ordnance, gunpowder, medicines, and supplies pur- 
chased out of United States for vessels on foreign stations, not required to 
be furnished by contract. 4. Pay of passed midshipmen. 5. Appoint- 
ment of midshipmen. C. Furloughs. 7. Appointment of engineers of the 
navy. 8. Pay of pursers at navy yards. 9. Second and third sections 
act 2d March, 1837, extended to marines. 12. Publication for proposals, 
Ac, by the Executive Department. 

Sec. 1. For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers, and 
seamen : Provided, That the whole number of petty officers, sea- 
men, ordinary seamen, landsmen, and boys, in the naval service, 

(a) Not to apply to pensions, by 7 May, 1846, chap. 13, sec. 2, and repealed 
by seo. 6, chap. 175, 10 Aug. 1846, ^osi. p. 347. 

(6) By this act $5,000 appropriated to test inventions for preventing explo- 
sions in steam boilers. 
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shall not exceed seven thousand five hundred at any one time dur- 
ing the fiscal year for which this appropriation is made. 

Sec. 2. That naval constructors may be required to per- 
form duty at any navy yard or other station ; and, when so 
ordered, shall be entitled to the same allowance for travel 
which is made to officers of the navy. 

Sec. 3. That so much of the proviso to the act (a) of third 
March, eighteen hundred and forty-three, entitled "An act 
making appropriations for the naval service for the half- 
calendar year, beginning the first of January, and ending 
the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and forty -three, 
and for the fiscal year beginning the first of July, eighteen 
hundred and forty -three, and ending the thirtieth day of 
June, eighteen hundred and forty-four," as requires that 
provisions, and all other materials of every name and nature, 
for the use of the navy, to be furnished by contract, with 
the lowest bidder, after advertisement, shall be, and the same 
is hereby, so far modified that it shall not apply to ordnance, 
gunpowder, medicines, or the supplies which it may be 
necessary to purchase out of the United States, for vessels 
on foreign stations. 

Sec. 4. (b) That no more than one hundred and eighty 
passed midshipmen, and those senior in rank, shall at the 
same time receive the pay fixed by law for that class of 
officers. 

Sec. 5. That midshipmen shall hereafter be appointed 
from each State and Territory with reference and in pro- 
portion, as near as may be, (c) to the number of represen- 
•tatlves and delegates to Congress; and that, until such a 
■proportion dhal'l 'have been established, all future appoint- 
ments shall be made from such States and Territories as have 
;not their relative proportion of midshipmen on the navy 
list, whenever there are suitable applicants from such States 
or Territories, and provided further, that in all cases of 

(a) Chap. 83. 

(6) Suspended till after examination of the class of 1842, by 3 Aug. 1848, 
chap. 121,'Beo. 16. 

(c) And as equally as possible among the Congressional Districts, by 3 Aug. 
1848, chap. 121, sec. 14. 
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appointment, tlie individual selected shall be an actual resi- 
dent of tlie State from wliicli tlie appointment purports to 
be made, and that the District of Columbia be considered as 
a Territory in this behalf. 

Sec. 6. That so much of the act entitled an act (a) to regu- 
late the pay of the navy of the United States, approved 
March third, one thousand eight hundred and thirty -five, as 
provides, that no officer shall be put on furlough but at his 
own request, be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 7. That in lieu of the mode heretofore provided by 
law, (b) the engineer-in-chief, and chief engineers of the 
navy shall be appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

Sec. 8. That no more than one Purser doing duty at any 
navy yard shall at the same time be entitled to the pay fixed 
by law (c) for that service. 

Sec. 9. That the term "persons," mentioned in the second 
and third sections of an act passed March second, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-seven, {d) entitled "An act to 
provide for the enlistment of boys for the naval service, and 
to extend the term of enlistment of seamen," shall be con- 
strued to include marines. 

Sec. 12. That in all cases where proposals for any con- 
tract or contracts, to be made by any of the Executive De- 
partments or Bureaus, and in all cases where notices of any 
description, issuing from the same, are now required by law 
to be advertised, the same shall be advertised by publica- 
tion in the two newspapers, in the city of Washington, hav- 
ing the largest permanent subscription, and at the discretion 
of the Executive in any third paper that may be published 
in said city : Provided, That the charges for such publica- 
tions shall not be higher than such as are paid by individuals 
for advertising in said papers : And provided also, That the 
same publications shall be made in each of said papers 
equally, as to frequency. 

\^Approved, March 3, 1845. J 

(«) Chap. 27, ante, p. 298. 

(6) By the Secretary of the Navy, see 31 Aug. 1842, chap. 279, sec. 1. 
<c) By 26 Aug. 1842, chap. 206, sec. 3. 
d) Chap. 21, seetiotia 2 and 3, ante, p. 301. 
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Eesolution 3. — Approved, Feb. 13, 1845. — Vol. 5, p. 796. 

A Resolution to suspend a part of the third section of the joint resolution of the 
eleventh of Septemler, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, relating to 
armories. 

That so much of the third section of the joint resolution of the 
eleventh of September, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
one, (a) as requires the consent of the State before the expendi- 
ture of any public money, upon any site or land purchased by the 
United States, for the purpose o-f armories, arsenals, posts, forti- 
fications, navy yards, custom houses, light-houses, or other public 
buildings of any kind, be, and the same is hereby, suspended, so 
far as the same is applicable to the naval depot at Memphis, in the 
State of Tennessee, until after the adjournment of the first session 
of the legislature of said State which may be held after the passage 
of this resolution. 



Eesolution 5.— Approved, Feb. 20, 1845.— Vol. 5, p. 797. 

A Resolution for distributing the worlc on the Exploring Expedition. (5) 

Sec. 1. That as each part- of the work now in course of publi- 
cation on " The Exploring Expedition" shall be completed, fifty- 
eight copies of the same shall be delivered to the Secretary of 
State, to be distributed as follows, that is to say: To each of 
these United States, one copy; to the Government of Erance, two 
copies ; Great Britain, two copies ; Russia, two copies ; and one 
copy each to Sweden, Denmark, Prussia, Austria, Bavaria, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Portugal, Spain, Sardinia, Greece, Tus- 
cany, the Ecclesiastical States, the Two Sicilies, Turkey, China, 
Mexico, New Granada, Venezuela, Chili, Peru, the Argentine 
Republic, Brazil, Texas, and the Sandwich Islands ; and one copy 
to the naval Lyceum in Brooklyn, New York. 

Sec. 2. That one copy of said work be given to Charles Wilkes, 
esquire, the commander of said expedition, one copy to William 
L. Hudson, esquire, and one to Cadwallader Riugold, esquire, 
commandants of vessels in said expedition. 

Sec. 3. That two copies of said work be placed in the Library 
of Congress, and that the residue of said work shall be delivered 
to the Librarian, to be by him preserved for future distribution. 

(a) No. 6. 

(6) 1 copy to Florida and to each new State, see 15 July, 1846 ; 7 copies for 
Committee on Library, 30 June, 184-S; copies to Eussia and Ecuador, 2 Mar. 
1849 ; to Oregon and Minnesota, and to other territories as soon as organiaied. 
See 20 Feb. 1850. 
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[By resolution 8, March 1, 1845, vol. 5, p. 191, Texas was an- 
nexed to the United States on condition that "all public ediiices, 
fortifications, barracks, ports, harbors, navy and navy yards, docks, 
magazines, arms, armaments, and all other property and means 
pertaining to the public defence," shall be ceded to the United 
States; and see resolution No. 1,. Dec. 29, 1845, vol. 9, p. 108.] 



Chapter 11. — Approved, March 30, 1846. — Vol. 9, p. 5. 

An Act to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to contract for the purchase of 
American water-rotted Hemp for the use of the Navy. 

[Secretary of the Navy to enter into contract, fo^a period not 
exceeding three years, for the purchase of American water-rotted 
hemp for the use of the navy.] 

See 11 Sept. 1841; 17 June, 1844; 30 Mar. 1846; 9 May, 
1848 ; 28 Sept. 1850, chap. 80 ; 3 Mar. 1851, chap. 34. 



Chaptee 16.— Approved, May 30, 1846.— Vol. 9, p. 10. 

An Act providing for the prosecution of the existing war between the United States 
and the EepvMic of Mexico. 

[Seo. 8. The President authorized forthwith to complete all the 
public armed vessels now authorized by law, and to purchase or 
charter, arm, equip and man such merchant vessels and steamboats 
as upon examination may be found fit or easily converted into 
armed vessels fit for the public service, and in such number as he 
may deem necessary for the protection of the seaboard, lake coast, 
and the general defence of the country.] 



Chapter 66.— Approved, July 29, 1846.— Vol. 9, p. 41. 

An Act in relation to the payment of claiTns. 

That whenever a claim on the United States aforesaid 
shall hereafter have been allowed by a resolution or (a) act of 
Congress, and thereby directed to be paid, the money shall 
not, nor shall any part thereof be paid to any person or 
persons other than the claimant or claimants, his or their 

(a) Applied to all claims by 26 Feb. 1863, cbap. 81, seo. 7. 
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executor or executors, administrator or administrators, un- 
less sucii person or persons shall produce to tlie proper dis- 
bursing officer a warrant of attorney, executed by such, 
claimant or claimants, executor or executors, administrator 
or administrators, after the enactment of the resolution or 
act allowing the claim ; and every such warrant of attorney 
shall refer to such resolution or act, and expressly recite 
the amount allowed thereby, and shall be attested by two 
competent witnesses and be acknowledged by the person or 
persons executing it, before an officer having authority to 
take the acknowledgment of deeds, who shall certify such 
acknowledgment; and it shall appear by such certificate 
that such officer, at the time of the making of such ac- 
knowledgment, read and fully explained such warrant of 
attorney to the person or persons acknowledging the same. 
[Approved, July 29, 1846. J 



Chapter 100. — Approved, August 8, 1846. — Vol. 9, p. 75. 

An Act to provide for the distribution of the edition of tlie laws and treaties of 
the United States, published by Little & Brown, under the provisions of the 
resolution of Congress, approved March third, eighteen hundred and forty-five, 
and for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. One copy to the library of each navy yard in the Union ; 
one to the naval lyceum at Brooklyn, New York ; one to the naval 
school at Annapolis, Maryland ; one to the naval institute at 
Charlestown, Massachusetts ; and one copy to the military aca- 
demy at West Point. 

And the residue of said thousand copies shall remain at 
the future disposal of Congress; Provided, That the copies 
of the laws thus distributed to public officers shall be held 
for the use of their respective offices, and as the property 
of the government; and that, in case of the death, resigna- 
tion, or dismission from office, of either of said officers, or 
whenever their terms of office shall expire, the said copies 
of the laws shall be delivered up to their successors in said 
offices ; and a printed copy of this proviso shall be inserted 
into each of the volumes thus distributed. 
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Seo. 2. And "whereas, said edition of tlie said laws and 
treaties of the United States has been carefully collated 
and compared with the original rolls in the archives of the 
government, under the inspection and supervision of the 
Attorney-General of the United States, as duly certified by 
that officer: therefore, that said edition of the laws and 
treaties of the United States, published by Little & Brown, 
is hereby declared to be competent evidence of the several 
public and private acts of Congress, and of the several 
treaties therein contained, in all the courts of law and 
equity and of maritime jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals 
and public offices of the United States, and of the several 
States, without any further proof or authentication thereof. 

\_Approved, August 8, 1846.] 



Chapter 169. — Approved, August 8, 1846.— Vol. 9, p. 82. 

An Act to enable the Secretary of the Navy to purchase the right of using Mis^s 
patent manger-stopper. 

[Secretary of the Navy authorized to purchase of Mrs. Ann 
Mix, widow of M. P. Mix, late master commandant in the navy, 
the unlimited power to use a machine called a "manger-stopper," 
in all ships of war or other vessels belonging to the TJnited 
States: Provided, An assignment thereof can be obtained at a 
cost not exceeding three thousand dollars, which sum is hereby 
appropriated. ] 



Chapter 175. — Approved, August 10, 1846.— Vol. 9, p. 97. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the year ending on SOth 

June, 1847. 

Sec. 5. That the fourth section of the act, entitled "An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
government for the year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen 
hundred and forty-six, and for other purposes, (a) passed third 
March, eighteen hundred and forty-five, be, and the same is here- 
by, repealed. 

(a) Chap. 71, ante, p. 341. 
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Chapter 176.— Approved, August 10, 1846.— Vol. 9, p. 97. 

An Act making appropriationf! for the naval service for the year ending 
30ih June, 1847. 

6. Proposals for naval supplies to be accompanied by a written guaranty. — 
On failure of bidders to give bond, the Secretary shall contract with some 
other person, and charge the difference to the original contractor. 

Sec. 1. Passed midsliipmen performing the duties of master 
under the authority of the Secretary of the Navy, to receive 
the compensation allowed to such higher grade, while actu- 
ally so employed, {a) 

At Philadelphia. — For pay of clerk to the yard, clerk to 
to the commandant, porter, seven thousand seven hundred 
dollars : Provided, That, when the duties of the clerk to the 
yard and clerk to the commandant are performed by the 
same person, he shall not receive a greater compensation 
than twelve hundred dollars per annum. 

* * Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and 
he is hereby, authorized, when in his opinion the public 
interest will permit it, to discontinue any of the civil offices 
and employments herein provided for at the navy yards, or 
to discharge the keepers of magazines and to require their 
duties to be performed by gunners. 

Marine Corps. — Provided, That no payment shall hereafter 
be made to the colonel, or any other officer of said corps, (i) 
by virtue of a commission of brigadier-general by brevet. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Navy, 
on the conclusion of the existing war with Mexico, to reduce the 
number of petty officers, seamen, ordinary seamen, landsmen and 
boys, herein provided for, to seven thousand five hundred. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be the duty of- the Secretary of the Navy, 
in the expenditure of the appropriations made for the navy yard 
at Memphis, to confine the same to the construction of a rope- 
walk, (c) 

Sec. 5. That, upon application of the Secretary of the Navy, 
the President of the United States shall have authority, when in 

(a) See chap. 206, 2C Aug. 1S12; 11 June, 1844, chap. 107, sec. 3 and note, 
and sec. 6, chap. 121, 3 Aug. 1848, Ac. 

(b) Marine corps. 

(c) See 3 Mar. 1843, 15 Jane, 1844, and 15 Feb. 1845. 
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his opinion the exigencies of the service require it, to direct that 
a part of the money appropriated for a particular branch of the 
naval service be applied to another branch of the said service ; in 
which case, a special account of the moneys thus transferred, and 
of their application, shall be laid before Congress before its ad- 
journment, if in session, or during the firstweekof the next ensuing 
session, if such transfer be made in the recess of Congress : Pro- 
vided, That nothing contained in this act shall be construed to 
authorize the President of the United States to direct any sum ap- 
propriated for improvements at navy yards to be applied to any 
other object of public expenditure, or to authorize any sum to be 
transferred from any unexpended balance which may be necessary 
for the purposes for which the appropriation was originally made, 
or from any head or object of appropriation which may require 
another appropriation at any future time to supply the deficiency 
occasioned by such transfer : Provided also, That this section shall 
apply to the appropriations for the fiscal year ending June thirty, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, and to no other. 

Sec. 6. That, from and after the passage of this act, every 
proposal for naval supplies invited by the Secretary of the 
Navy, under the proviso (a) to the general appropriation 
bill for the navy, approved March third, eighteen hundred 
and forty-three, shall be accompanied by a written guaranty, 
signed by one or more responsible persons, to the effect that 
he or they undertake that the bidder or bidders will, if his 
or their bid be accepted, enter into an obligation in such 
time as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Navy, 
with good and sufficient sureties, to furnish the supplies 
proposed. No proposal shall be considered, unless accom- 
panied by such guaranty. If, after the acceptance of a pro- 
posal, and a notification thereof to the bidder or bidders, he 
or they shall fail to enter into an obligation within the time 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Navy, with good and 
sufficient sureties for furnishing the supplies, then the Secre- 
tary of the Navy shall proceed to contract with some other 
person or persons for furnishing the said supplies ; and shall 
forthwith cause the difference between the amount contained 
in the proposal so guarantied and the amount for which he 
may have contracted for furnishing the said supplies, for the 
whole period of the proposal, to be charged up against said 

(a) Chap. 83. See res. 8, 27 Mar. 1854. 
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bidder or bidders, and his or their guarantor or guarantors ; 
and the same may be immediately recovered by the United 
States, for the nse of the navy department, in an action of 
debt against either or all of said persons. 
[^Approved, August 10, 1846. J 



Eesolution 10. — Approved, July 15, 1846. — Vol. 9, p. 111. 

A Resolution supplementary to the Resolution of February twentieth, eighteen 
hundred and forty-Jive, for distributing the Works of the Ewploring Expedition. 

That of the thirty-seven copies of the narrative and sci- 
entific works of the exploring expedition, deposited, and to 
be deposited, in the library of Congress, one copy shall be 
presented to the State of Florida ; and whenever any new 
State shall be admitted into the Union, one copy of said 
works shall be presented to such State, (a) 



Chapter 40.— Approved, March 2, 1847.— Vol. 9, p. 154. 

An Aet for the increase of the marine corps of the United States. 

1. Additional officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, au- 
thorized. 2. Officers, how to be appointed. 3. Provisions of act June 
30th, 1834, chapter 132, made applicable to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this act, the 
United States marine corps, as now organized, (IS) shall con- 
sist of four additional captains, four first lieutenants, four 
second lieutenants, twenty -five sergeants, twenty-five corpo- 
rals, twenty-five drummers, twenty-five fifers, and additional 
privates. 

Sec. 2. That the of&cers, thus provided for, shall be ap- 
pointed, first by promotion according to rank in the marine 
corps, and then by selection, and that their nomination shall 
be submitted to the Senate for their advice and consent. 

(a) See res. 6, 20 Feb. 1850, giving a copy of the work to each of the Terri- 
tories of Oregon and Minnesota, in anticipation of their becoming each a state, 
ante, p. 344. 

(6) By 30th June, 1834, chap. 132. 
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Sec. 3. That the provisions of an act, passed the thirtieth 
of June, eighteen hundred and thirty -four, entitled "An act 
(a) for the better organization of the United States marine 
corps," be, and the same are hereby, made applicable, in all 
respects, to the provisions of this act : Provided^ however, 
that, notwithstanding anything in said act to the contrary, 
the staff of the marine corps be, and the same is hereby, 
separated from the line of said corps, the officers of the 
former to receive the same pay and emoluments they now 
receive by law, and to hold the same assimulated rank, to 
wit: quartermasters, paymasters, and adjutants, and inspec- 
tors, the rank of major, and assistant quartermaster the rank 
of captain. 

Sec. 4. The President, at the termination of the Mexican war, 
shall reduce the marine corps to a number, both in men and offi- 
cers, not exceeding the number (h) now in service. 



Chaptee 48.— Approved, March 3, 1847.— Yol. 9, p. 169. 

An Act making appropriaiions for the Naval Service for the year ending the 
thirtieth June, one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight. 

1. Proceeds of sale of stores and clothing. Transfers of appropriation foi 
clothing. 1st sec. of act of 4 Aug. 1842, not to apply to boatswains, gun- 
ners, Ac. 2. Butter, cheese, Ac, for navy need not go to the lowest bidder. 
3. Storekeepers for foreign squadrons. Pay. Bonds. 4. Pay of firemen 
and coal heavers. 6. On loss or capture, pursers to be credited, Ac. 

Sec. 1. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to appoint a pyrotechnist for the service of the navy, 
at an annual salary of fifteen hundred dollars, which sum is hereby 
appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, as full compensation for the services of said pyro- 
technist. 

And there shall be allowed, instead of the sum now allowed by 
law, three cents per day in lieu of the spirit rations in the navy, to 
be paid monthly to such persons as may elect to receive the same, 
who shall actually draw their rations in kind, (c) 

(a) Chap. 132, 30 June, 1834. 

(6) By 30 June, 1834, chap. 132. They are restored by 3 Mar. 1849, chap. 
108, sec. 1. 

(c) Increased to 4 ets. by chap. 121, 3 Aug. 1848, sec. 5. See 29 Aug. 1842, 
ch. 267, sec. 5; 3 Mar. 1861, chap. 34; 31 Aug. 1852, chap. 109, sec. 1. 
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[Dry docks, with basin and railways, authorized at Kittery, 
Philadelphia, and Pensacola. ] (a) 

That from and after the passage of this act, all moneys 
derived from the sale of all stores and other articles belong- 
ing to the navy, shall revert to that appropriation from 
which such stores and other articles were originally pur- 
chased ; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby au- 
thorized and directed to refund to the appropriation for 
" clothing for the navy," the proceeds of all sales of con- 
demned navy clothing which have been paid into the trea- 
sury of the United States subsequent to the first day of 
August, eighteen hundred and forty-four, as shall appear 
from the accounts of the Bureau of Provisions and Cloth- 
ing, and the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury ; and it shall 
not be lawful hereafter to make transfers from the clothing 
fund, or the head of the appropriation for " clothing for the 
navy," to any other head of appropriation, except in the 
adjustment of the accounts of disbursing o£B.cers, at the 
office of the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury. 

That the first section of the act of fourth of August, 
eighteen hundred and forty -two, entitled "An act (6) making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-two," shall not be construed 
as applying to the appointment of boatswains, gunners, 
carpenters, and sailmakers. 

Sec. 2. That so much of the proviso of the act(c) of 
third of March, eighteen hundred and forty-three, entitled 
" An Act making appropriations for the naval service for 
the half calendar year beginning the first of January and 
ending the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and 
forty-four," as requires that provisions and all other mate- 
rials of every name and nature, for the use of the navy, be 
furnished by contract with the lowest bidder, after adver- 
tisement, shall be and the same is hereby so far modified, 
that it shall not apply to butter or cheese destined for the 

(a) See chap. 121, sec. 3, 1848. 
(5) Chap. 121. 
(c) Chap. 83. 
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use of our navy, are things contraband of war. And it skall 
be lawful tbat contracts for those articles for the use of the 
navy be made, as heretofore, for periods longer than one year, 
if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, economy 
and the quality of the ration will be promoted thereby. 

Sec. 3. That the act of June seventeen, eighteen hundred 
and forty-four, entitled' "An Act (a) making appropriations 
for the naval service for the fiscal year ending the thirtieth 
day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-five," which directs 
" that the Secretary of the Navy shall order a competent 
commissioned or warrant officer of the navy to take charge 
of the naval stores for foreign squadrons, in place of naval 
storekeepers, at each of the foreign ports where said stores 
may be deposited, and where a storekeeper is necessary," 
be, and the same is hereby, so far modified as to authorize 
the selection and appointment of citizens other than naval 
officers to be storekeepers on foreign stations, when suit- 
able naval officers cannot be ordered on such service, or 
when, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, the 
public interest will be promoted thereby. Persons so 
selected and appointed to receive the same compensation as 
now allowed, and to enter into bond with security, as is 
required by law of officers of the navy performing said 
service. 

Sec. 4. That the pay of firemen and coal heavers em- 
ployed in the naval service, shall hereafter be fixed by the 
President of the United States, in the same manner as is 
now provided by law for the pay (6) of other petty officers, 
and of seamen, ordinary seamen, aiad marines: and so much 
of the act of Congress, approved August thirty-first, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, entitled "An act (c) to regulate the 
appointment and pay of engineers in the navy, of the United 
States," as fixes the pay of firemeaa and coal heavers, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed. 

(a) Chap. lOr. 

(6) See as to forward warrant officerB, 26 Aug. 1842, -chap, 206, eec. 11, and 3 
Mar. 1835, chap. 27, sec. 1. 
(c) Chap. 279, sec. 2. 

23 
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[Sec. 5. $28,200 herein appropriated for "pay of the navy," 
&c., applied to repairs of Fort Severn, Md., and for the purchase 
of twelve acres of land for use of the naval school at Annapolis.] 

Sec. 6. That in every case of tlie loss or capture of a 
vessel belonging to the navy of the United States, the ac- 
counting officers of the treasury, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Navy, shall be, and they are hereby, au- 
thorized, in the settlement of the accounts of the purser of 
such vessel, to credit him with such portion of the amount 
of the provisions, clothing, small stores, and money, with 
which he stands charged on the books of the Fourth Audi- 
tor of the Treasury, as they shall be satisfied was inevitably 
lost, by such capture, or loss of a public vessel ; and such 
purser shall be fully exonerated by such credit, from all 
liability on account of the provisions, clothing, small stores, 
and money, so proved to have been captured or lost. 

[Sec. t. $10,000 appropriated for experiment with U. Brown's 
shot-proof ship.] 

[Approved, March 3, 1841.] 



Chapter 49.— Approved, March 3, 1847.— Vol. 9, p. 174. 

A?i Act maliiTig appropriations for the payment of navy pensions for the year end- 
ing thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and forty-eight. 

Sec. 2. That the provisions of the act of eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-five, chapter forty-one, entitled "An act re- 
newing certain naval pensions for the term of five years," 
be, and the same are hereby, extended to all pensions of 
similar kind which have expired since the passage of said 
act; and the pensions which were renewed by the said act 
for the term of five years, and which may expire before the 
next session of Congress, shall be and hereby are, renewed 
and continued for another term of five years to the persons 
entitled thereto, in the same manner and subject to the same 
conditions as are in said act contained, and to commence 
from the time they may severally expire, and to be paid out 
of any money in tjie treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
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For t]ie payment of pensions under the privateer pension 
fund, as pledged by the government by act of Congress of 
June twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred and twelve, three thou- 
sand dollars. 

[Approved, March 3, 1841.] 



Chapter 51.— Approved, March 3, 1847. — Vol. 9, p. 175. 

An Act to provide for the punishment of l?iracy in certain cases. 

That any subject or citizen of any foreign State, who 
shall be found and taken on the sea, making war upon the 
United States, or cruising against the vessels and property 
thereof, or of the citizens of the same, contrary to the pro- 
visions of any treaty existing between the United States and 
the State of which such person is a citizen or subject, when 
by such treaty such acts of such persons are declared to be 
piracy, may be arraigned, tried, convicted, and punished 
before any circuit court of the United States for the district 
into which such person may be brought, or shall be found, 
in the same manner as other persons charged with piracy 
may be arraigned, tired, convicted, and punished in said 
courts. 

See May 15, 1820; Dee. 20, 1822; Mar. 3, 1823. 



Chapter 62.— Approved, March 3, 1847.— Vol. 9, p. 187. 

An Act providing for the building and equipment of four naval Steamships. 

[Sec. 1. Four first class steamships to be built and equipped. 
$1,000,000 appropriated.] 

[Sec. 2. Secretary of Navy to accept the proposals of E. K. 
Collins & Co. for transportation of mail between New York and 
Liverpool.] 

[Seo. 3. Steamships — how to be constructed, &c. Each steam- 
ship shall receive on board four passed midshipmen and a mail 
agent. ] 

[Sec. 4. (a) Secretary of Navy to contract with A. G. Sloo.for 

(fi) See 3 Aug. 1848, chap. 121, sec. 1. 
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transportation of mail between New York and New Orleans, &c. 
From Havana to Chagres. What description of steamships shall 
be employed, and how commanded. Bach of said steamers to 
receive on board four passed midshipmen and a mail agent. Pro- 
viso. Compensation. Security to be given.] 

[Sec. 5. Secretary of Navy to contract for transportation of 
mail from Panama to Oregon.] 

[Sec. 6. Secretary to provide in the contracts that the Navy 
Department shall have control over said steamships.] 

lApproved, MarchS, 184'7.] 



Eesolution 10. — Approved, Marcli 3, 1847. — Vol. 9, p. 207. 

A Resolution authorizing the employment of the United States ships Mace- 
donian and Jamestown in transporting provisions fo7- the famishing poor 
of Ireland and Scotland. 

[The Secretary of the Navy authorized to place at the disposal 
of Captain George C. De Kay, of New Jersey, the United States 
ship Macedonian, for the purpose of transporting to the famishing 
poor of Ireland and Scotland such contributions as may be made 
for their relief ; and to place at the disposal of Captain Robert B. 
Forbes, of Boston, the IJnited States sloop-of-war the Jamestown, 
for the like purpose ; or, if the Secretary shall be of opinion that 
the public interest will be better subserved thereby, he is authorized 
to despatch said vessels upon the service aforesaid as public ships.] 



Eesolution 11. — Approved, Marcli 3, 1847. — Yol. 9, p. 208. 

A Joint Resolution relative to the preparation and presentation of medals to 
certain French, British and Spanish officers. 

[The President to cause suitable gold and silver medals to be 
prepared and presented to the officers and men belonging or 
attached to the French, British and Spanish ships of war in the 
harbor of Yera Cruz, who so gallantly and at the imminent peril 
of their lives aided in rescuing from a watery grave many of the 
oflScers and crew of the United States brig Somers.] 
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Chapter 22.— Approved, March 21, 1848.— Yol. 9, p. 214. 

An Act for the Relief of the Heirs of John Paul Jones. 

Sec. 1. That the accounts of the late Commodore John Paul 
Jones with the United States be referred to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to adjust and pay, out of any money or stock of the 
United States in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, upon 
the principles of justice and equity, according to acts in similar 
cases and applicable thereto. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby instructed 
to pay to the legal representatives of the said John Paul Jones, 
and the officers, seamen, and marines of the squadron under his 
command, being citizens of the United States, or their represent- 
atives, out of any moneys or stock of the United States in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated, their respective proportions 
of the value, as estimated by Benjamin Franklin, of three prizes 
captured by the squadron under the command of the said Jones, 
and delivered up to Great Britain by Denmark, in seventeen hun- 
dred and seventy-nine ; to be apportioned on the basis of the dis- 
tribution of a settlement made with the captors for prizes captured 
by the said squadron, and received from the court of Prance, and 
confirmed by Congress in seventeen hundred and eighty-seven; 
deducting, however, from the share of Captain Peter Landais the 
sum received by him or his legal representatives under an act of 
Congress, approved the twenty-eighth of March, eighteen hundred 
and six : (a) Provided, That, in ascertaining the amount due the 
heirs of said Paul Jones, if any, no interest shall be allowed on 
such claim. 



Chapter 72.— Approved, June 26, 1848.— Vol. 9, p. 240. 

An Act to amend the act entitled "An act for the regulation of seamen on 
hoard the public and private vessels of the United States," passed the third 
of March, eighteen hundred and thirteen." (6) 

[The last clause of the twelfth section of the act hereby 
amended, consisting of the following words, to wit, "without being 
at any time during the said five years out of the territory of the 
United States," repealed. ] 

(a) Chap. 18. 

(J) Chap. 42. This relates to the naturalization of foreigners. 
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Chapter 79.— Approved, June 29, 1848.— Vol. 9, p. 242. 

An Act to amend the act (a) to provide for the transportation of the mail 
betioeen the United States and foreign countries, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 5. That it shall not be lawful for any contractor for 
transporting the mail to any foreign country, (b) to assign or 
transfer his contracts ; and all such assignments or transfers 
shall be null and void. Provided, That assignments and 
transfers which have been made and accepted by the Post 
Master General or the Secretary of the Navy before the 
passage of this act, shall not be affected by this section. 



Chapter 121.— Approved, Aug. 3, 1848.— Vol. 9, p. 266. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the year eliding 
the thirtieth June, one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine. 

1. Superintendent of naval observatory at Washington. 5. Commutation for 
spirit ration increased. 6, Pay allowed to masters and passed midship- 
men acting as masters, when performing the duties of lieutenants. 7. Pay 
of surgeons in the navy. 12. Professors of mathematics in the navy not 
to exceed twelve. Their duties and pay. 13. Insane persons in the naval 
service to be placed in such lunatic hospitals as the Secretary of the Navy 
may direct. 14. Midshipmen increased. How appointed. 16. Annual pay 
of boatswains, gunners, carpenters, and sail-makers, at Pensacola, estab- 
lished. 

Sec. 1. For the pay of the superintendent of the Naval 
Observatory at Washington city, who shall be a captain, 
commander, or lieutenant in the navy, three thousand dol- 
lars, which shall be the salary per annum of said superin- 
tendent. And the provision in the act entitled " An act (c) 
making appropriations for the naval service for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-eight," which is in these words, viz: "including 
three thousand dollars for pay of the superintendent, who 
shall be either a captain, commander, or lieutenant in the 

(a) Chap. 69, 1845. 

(5) See for such contracts 15 June, 1844, res. 14. 

(c) 3 Mar. 1847, chap. 48, sec. 1, ante, p. 352. 
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navy, (a) shall be construed to apply to tlie superintendent 
of said Naval Observatory, and shall take effect from and 
after the passage of that act. 

And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to expend five 
thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, in causing 
the observations to be made whicli have been recently recommended 
to him by the American Philosophical Society and the Academy 
of Arts and Sciences. 

[The Secretary of the Navy to purchase, at his discretion, a 
sufficient quantity of flour and corn meal prepared and dried by 
the process and machinery invented by J. R. Stafford, of Ohio, to 
be sent to different naval stations, and to ascertain what advantage 
there may be in introducing the use of the same for the navy.] 

[Transportation of the United States mail in steamships by act 
of 184'r, chap. 62. Secretary of the Navy may make advances to 
contractors. When compensation on the contract from Panama to 
Astoria shall commence. Proviso for additional places of stopping. ] 

For "meteorological observations," to be conducted under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Navy, two thousand dollars, (b) 

[For a naval depot at New Orleans, $20,000.] 

Sec. 3. That in execution of the act approved March 3, 1847, 
chap. 48, vol. 9, page 110, the Secretary of the Navy is hereby 
directed forthwith to enter into contract with Samuel D. Daken 
and Rutherford Moody for the complete construction, within a 
reasonable time from the date of the contract, of a sectional float- 
ing dry dock basin and railways at the navy yard at Philadelphia, 
according to the plan and specifications submitted by them to the 
Navy Department ; and also to enter into a contract with John S. 
Grilbert and Zeno Secor for the complete construction, within a 
reasonable time from the date of the contract, of a balance floating 
dry dock, basin and railways at the navy yard at Pensaeola, accord- 
ing to the plan and specifications submitted by them to tlie Navy 
Department; and also to enter into a contract with one or the 
other of the respective parties above named, for the complete con- 
struction, within a reasonable time from the date of the contract, 
at the navy yard at Kittery, of a floating dry-dock, basin, and 
railways, upon either of the above named plans that the said Sec- 
retary may prefer as best adapted to said yard ; the said works at 
each yard to be of the largest dimensions proposed in said plans 
and specifications : Provided, That in each case such contract can 
be made at prices that shall not exceed by more than ten per cent, 
the prices which have been submitted by either of the said pro- 
prietors to the Navy Department for a floating dry dock on either 

(a) Dunlop's note 2 on p. 1175 is erroneous. 

(5) This was the authority for the employment of Professor Espy, but see 
vol. xi, p. 31S, chap. 153, sec. 1, requiring the employment of a meteorologist 
to cease on 30 June, 1859. 
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of said plans, and for the basins and railways, of the dimensions 
aforesaid, at any of the said navy yards : And provided further, 
That the said Secretary shall also, by further contract with said 
parties, enlarge the dimensions of said works at each yard to a 
capacity sufficient for docking war steamers of the largest class, at 
least three hundred and fifty feet in length, if the dimensions above 
mentioned should not be found adequate for that purpose. 

[Sec 4. Four hundred thousand dollars appropriated towards 
said works, which, with the unexpended appropriations made by 
said act of March third, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, for 
floating dry-docks at the three navy yards aforesaid, to be applied 
towards the payments to be provided for in the said contracts, and 
be equally divided between the said contraets for the said works 
at the three navy yards aforesaid.] 

Sec. 5. That hereafter the amount of money commutation 
allowed by law, in lieu of the spirit ration, shall be increased 
to four cents, (a) 

Sec. 6. That when any master in the navy, or passed 
midshipman, (b) holding an acting appointment as master 
from the Secretary of the Navy, has performed, or shall 
hereafter perform, the duty of a lieutenant, under an order 
of the commander of the vessel to which he w^s or shall 
be at the time attached, to supply a deficiency in the estab- 
lished complement of lieutenants of said vessels, whether 
belonging to a squadron or on separate service, which order 
shall have been subsequently approved by the Secretai-y of 
the Navy, [he] shall be allowed the pay of a master for the 
period or periods during which he shall have performed 
such duty. 

Sec. 7. That in calculating for the pay of surgeons in the 
navy, hereafter, the time upon the graduated scale of pay 
shall be reckoned from their original 'entry into the service. 

Sec. 8. That the Secretaiy of the Navy be, and he is hereby^ 
directed to report to Congress, at the commencement of the next 
session, the number of persons in the naval service flogged in each 
of the years eighteen hundred and forty-six and eighteen hundred 
and forty-seven, specifying the name of the ship, the offence, the 
sentence, and the number of lashes inflicted, (c) and it shall be his 
duty to make a similar report for each year thereafter. 

(a) Was 3 cts. by act 3 Mar. 1847, chap. 43, ante, p. 352. 
(&) See chap. 206, 26 Aug. 1842 ; 17 June, 1844, and note to sec. 3, and chap. 
176, 10 Aug. 1846, sec. 1. 
(c) Flogging abolished by chap. 80, 28 Sept. 1850. 
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Sec. 9. That, on the application of the Secretary of the Navy, 
the President of the United States be authorized, when, in his 
opinion, the contingencies of the public service may require it, to 
transfer any portion of the sum of one million five hundred thou- 
sand dollars of unexpended balances of former appropriations, 
mentioned in the first section of this act, from one head of appro- 
priation to any other head of the appropriations made for the 
naval service; and in all cases of such transfer, a special account 
of the moneys transferred, and their application, shall be laid 
before Congress at each session, previous to its adjournment. 

[Sec. 10. (a) Proceeds of postage from several United States 
mail steamers to be paid into the treasury.] 

Sec. 11. That so much of the proviso of the act of third of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, entitled "An 
act making appropriations for the naval service for the half calen- 
dar year beginning the first of January, and ending the thirtieth 
of June, one thousand eight hundred and forty-four," (6) &c., as 
requires that materials of every name and nature for the use of the 
navy be furnished by contract vpith the lowest bidder, be, and the 
same is hereby, so far modified, that it shall be lawful for the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, hereafter, to enter into contract for tobacco, 
from time to time, as the service requires, for a period not exceed- 
ing four years ; and in making such contracts, he shall not be 
restricted to the lowest bidder, unless in his opinion, economy and 
the best interests of the service will be thereby promoted. 

Sec. 12. That the namber of professors of mathematics 
in the navy shall not exceed twelve ; that they shall be 
appointed and commissioned by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
and shall perform such duties as may be assigned them by 
order of the Secretary of the Navy, at the Naval School, 
the Observatory, and on board ships- of-war, in instructing 
the midshipmen of the navy, or otherwise. That when on 
duty, the pay of a professor of mathematics shall be at the 
rate of fifteen hundred dollars per annum, with a ration ; 
and when on leave of absence or waiting orders, the pay 
shall be at the rate of eight hundred dollars per annum. 

Sec. 13. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause persons in the naval service or 
marine corps, who shall become insane while in the service, 
to be placed in such lunatic hospital as in his opinion will 
be most convenient and best calculated to promise a restora- 

(a) See 3 Mar. 1847, chap. 63, sections 6 and 1, vol. ix, p. 200. 

(b) Chap. 83. 
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tion of reason ; and that in addition to the pay which may 
from time to time be due to such person, he may, from the 
annual appropriation for the naval service, under the head 
of contingent enumerated, pay any deficiency of a reason- 
able expense ; provided, that in each case it does not exceed 
one hundred dollars per annum, (a) 

Sec. 14. That the proviso of the act (6) of August fourth, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, limiting the number of 
oificers of the navy of the grade of midshipmen to the 
number that were in service on the first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and forty-one, be, and is hereby, so modi- 
fied as to authorize the appointment of ofBicers of that grade, 
to the number of four hundred and sixty -four: Provided, 
That the appointments shall be made according to the direc- 
tions of the fifth section of the act approved March third, 
eighteen hundred and forty -five, entitled " An act (c) making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year ending 
thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and forty-six ;" and in ap- 
pointing from each State, hereafter, its proportion of officers 
of that grade, the appointments shall be apportioned, as 
nearly as practicable, equally among the several congres- 
sional districts therein. 

Sec. 15. That from and after the passage of this act, the 
annual pay of boatswains, gunners, carpenters, and sail- 
makers at the navy yard at Pensacola shall be the same as 
now allowed by law to the forward warrant officers at the 
navy yards at Boston, New York, and Norfolk, {d) 

Sec. 16. That the restriction established by the fourth section 
of the act approved March third, eighteen hundred and forty-five, 
(e) whereby no more than one hundred and eighty passed midship- 
men, and those senior in rank, shall at the same time receive the 
pay fixed by lavr for that class of officers, be suspended in its opera- 
tion from the passage of this act, until the class of eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-one and eighteen hundred and forty-two shall have 
been examined, and the relative rank established among those who 
shall pass their examination. 

[^Approved, August 3, 1848. J 

(a) See chap. 199, 3 Mar. 1855. {d) See 26 Aug. 1842, chap. 206, ante, p. 316. 
(h) Chap. 121, ante, p. 312. (e) Chap. 77. 

(c) Chap. 77. 
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Chapter 155.— Approved, Aug. 11, 1848.— Vol. 9, p. 282. 

An Act renewing certain naval pensions, and extending the benefits of exist- 
ing laws, res2]ecting naval pensions, to engineers, firemen, and coal-heavera 
in the navy, and to their widows. 

1. Kaval pensions of widows^and orphans renewed. Pensions paid as long as 
such widows are widows. On death or marriage of widows, to be paid to 
children until sixteen. Proviso. 2. Pensions extended to engineers, 
firemen, and coal-heavers of navy and their widows and children. Rates 
of. ' Unless the disability was before 31 Aug. 1842. 3. Amount of not 
over the half-pay. 

Sec. 1. That all those widows and sucli child or children 
as are now receiving a pension under any of the laws of 
Congress passed prior (a) to the first of August, eighteen 
hundred and forty-one (excepting the law{b) passed the 
third of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven), and 
those widows and children who have received pensions at 
any time within five years prior to the passage of this act, 
may and shall continue to receive the same amount as they 
have received under any special act, from the time such 
special act expired : Provided, Such act ceased on or after 
the first day of September, eighteen hundred and forty-five, 
or may hereafter terminate. And all such pensions as are 
now in force, and such as are renewed by this act, shall 
be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, so long as the said widows shall live as 
widows ; and in case of the death, before or after the pas- 
sage of this act, of the widows, to the orphan child or chil- 
dren of the deceased parties, until they respectively arrive 
at the age of sixteen years ; and to the child or children of 
said widows in case of marriage by said widows, until said 
child or children shall respectively arrive at the age of six- 
teen years; and that the act((;) approved thirtieth April, 
eighteen hundred and forty-four, shall not be so construed 

(a) The 26 June, 1812, chap. 107; the 20 Jan. 1813, chap. 10; the 13 Feb. 
1813, chap. 22, and the 4 Mar. 1814, chap. 20. 
(6) Chap. 42. 
(c) Chap. 15. 
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as to exclude officers, seamen, or marines from their pen- 
sions wlien disabled for sea service: Provided, That the 
whole amount received hy the pensioner, including pay for 
his service and pension, shall not exceed his lowest duty 
pay. That the orphan child or children of the deceased 
parties shall have a pension in case the widow has died 
after drawing a five years' pension, to commence at the 
time when the widow dies, and to continue until the child 
or children shall respectively reach the age of sixteen 
years ; and that any casualty by which an ofiicer, seaman, 
or marine has lost or may lose his life while in the line of 
his duty, shall be considered sufficient to entitle the widow, 
child or children to all the benefits of this act. 

Sec. 2. That engineers, firemen, and coal-heavers in the 
navy shall be entitled to pensions in the same manner as 
officers, seamen, and marines ; and the widows of engi- 
neers, coal-heavers, and firemen in the same manner as the 
widows of officers, seamen, and marines: Provided, That 
the pension of a chief engineer shall be the same as that of 
a lieutenant in the navy ; and a pension of the widow of a 
chief engineer the same as that of the widow of a lieutenant 
in the navy; the pension of a first assistant engineer the 
same as that of a lieutenant of marines ; and the pension of 
the widow of a first assistant engineer the same as that of 
the widow of a lieutenant of marines; the pension of a 
second or third assistant engineer the same as that of a for- 
ward officer ; and the pension of the widow of a second or 
third assistant engineer the same as that of the widow of a 
forward ofiicer ; the pension of a fireman or coal-heaver the 
same as that of a seaman ; the pension of the widow of a 
fireman or coal-heaver the same as that of the widow of a 
seaman: And provided further. That an engineer, fireman, or 
coal-heaver shall not be entitled to any pension by reason 
of a disability incurred prior to the thirty -first of August, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, nor shall the widow of an 
engineer, fireman, or coal-heaver be entitled to any pension 
by reason of the death of her husband, if his death was 
prior to the said date. 
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Sec. 3. That the amount of pension in every case arising 
under this law [is] not to exceed the half-pay of the deceased 
ofSrce, seaman, or marine, as it existed in January, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-five, or such rate of pension as is 
allowed by this act. 

[Approved, August 11, 1848. J 



Chapter 166.— Approved, Aug. 11, 1848.— Vol. 9, p. 284 

An Act vialdng appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year ending 30 June, 1849, and for other purposes. 

Provided, That when a captain in the navy shall be the 
chief of the bureau, (a) he shall receive the same pay to 
which he would be entitled if upon other duty. 

Provided, That when a vacancy shall occur, a purser of 
the navy of the United States, of not less than ten years' 
standing, shall be assigned to duty as head of said bureau, (b) 
receiving for his services no compensation except his highest 
service pay as a purser. 

For payment of expenses of frigate Macedonian whilst employed 
under a resolution of Congress in carrying provisions to Ireland, 
such sum (not exceeding sixteen thousand dollars) as the account- 
ing of&cers of the treasury charged with settling the accounts of 
the navy, under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, may 
find to have been actually paid by the commander, making no 
allowance for his pay, which he declines to receive, and deducting 
from the whole amount paid by him the earnings of the ship. 



Chapter 176.— Approved, Aug. 14, 1848.— Vol. 9, p. 321. 

An Act making appropriations for light houses, light boats, iuoys, S;c., and 
providing for the erection and establishment of the same. 

Sec. 2. That if the Fifth Auditor shall report, in any of the 
cases herein provided for, (c) that preliminary surveys are necessary 

(a) Of Construction. 

(b) Of provisions and clothing. 

(c) See 1st section of this act, vol. ix, p. 321. These three sections are word 
for word, like sections 2, 3 and 4 of chap. 105, 3 Mar. 1S49, vol. ix, p. 382, ex- 
cept a provision in section 2, as follows : "When the expenditure is to be made 
under the direction of the bureau of Topographical Engineers, the Secretary 
of War shall appoint one or more officers of the corps of Topographical Engi- 
neers possessing the requisite skill and experience to perform the like service. 



366 Thirtieth Congress, First Session. 

to determine the site of a proposed lighthouse or lightboat, or to 
ascertain more fully what the public exigency demands, the Secre- 
tary of the Navy shall thereupon appoint one or more officers of 
the navy, possessing the requisite skill and experience, to perform 
the required service. 

Sec. 3. That any officer so appointed shall forthwith enter upon 
the discharge of the duty, and, after fully ascertaining the facts, 
shall report, first, whether the proposed facility to navigation is 
the most suitable for the exigency which exists ; and, second, 
where it should be placed if the interest of commerce demand it ; 
third, if the thing proposed be not the most suitable, whether it 
is expedient to make any other kind of improvement ; fourth, 
whether the proposed light has any connection with other lights, 
and if so, whether it cannot be so located as to subserve, both the 
general and local wants of trade and navigation ; and, fifth, 
whether there be any, and, if any, what other facts of importance 
touching the subject. 

Sec. 4, That all such reports shall, as speedily as may be, be 
laid before the Secretary of the Treasury, and if such as to author- 
ize the work without further legislation, he shall forthwith proceed 
with it ; otherwise, such report shall be laid before Congress at the 
next ensuing session ; but in all cases where the Fifth Auditor does 
not report such preliminary examination as expedient, the pro- 
visions of this act shall, without delay, be carried into execution. 

\_Approved, August 14, 1848.] 



Chapter 179.— Approved, Aug. 14, 1848.— Vol. 9, p. 331. 

An Act for the relief of the widows and orphans of the officers, seamen, 
and marines, of the brig of loar Som.ers. 

Whereas, the IJnited States brig of war Somers was foundered 
at sea, in the offing of the harbor of Vera Cruz, while engaged, 
under very hazardous circumstances, in the prosecution of hostili- 
ties against an enemy of this republic : Therefore, 

That the widows, if any such there be, and in case there be no 
widow, the child or children, and if there be no child, then the 
parent or parents, and if there are no parents, to the brothers and 
sisters who were minors and under the age of eighteen years at the 
time of said loss of the officers, seamen, and marines who were in 
the service of the United States, and lost in the United States 
brig of war Somers, shall be entitled to, and receive, out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, a sum equal to 
twelve months' pay of their respective deceased relations aforesaid, 
in addition to the pay due to the said deceased at the date of the 
loss of said vessel. 
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Resolution 6.— Approved, May 9, 1848.— Yol. 9, p. 334. 

A Resolution respectine/ contracts for hemp for the use of the American 

Navy. 

That the Secretary of the Navy be and he is hereby author- 
ized, if in his opinion it will be advantageous to the public in- 
terest, to make contracts for any term not exceeding five years, 
for the purchase of American water-rotted hemp for the use of 
the United States Navy ; provided, the same can be had of equal 
quality with the best foreign hemp, and at a price not exceeding 
the average price of such hemp for the last five years ; the inspec- 
tion and delivery to be at the place of purchase. 



Eesolution 22.— Approved, Aug. 7, 1848.— Vol. 9, p. 339. 

Joint Resolution of thanks to the officers, sailors and marines of the United 

States Navy. 

That the thanks of Congress are due and are hereby tendered to 
the officers, sailors and marines of the navy of the United States, 
for the zeal and ability with which their duty during the late war 
with Mexico, and especially their efficient co-operation with the 
army of the United States in the capture of Vera Cruz and the 
Castle of San Juan de Ulloa, was performed. 

That the President of the United States be requested to cause 
the foregoing resolution to be communicated to the officers, sailors 
and marines of the navy of the United States in such terms as he 
may deem best calculated to give effect to the object thereof. 



Eesolution 24.— Approved, Aug. 10, 1848.— Vol. 9, p. 840. 

Joint Resolution concerning certain portions of the marine and ordnance 

corps. 

1. That the officers, non-commissioned officers, privates, 
and musicians of the marine' corps, who have served, with 
the army, in the war with Mexico : and also the artificers 
and laborers of the ordnance corps serving in said war, be 
placed, in all respects, as to bounty land and other (a) remu- 
neration, in addition to ordinary pay, on a footing with the 

(a) By 5 July, 1838, chap. 162, and 2 Mar. 1837, chap. 21. 
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officers, non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians 
of the army: Provided, That this remuneration shall be in 
lieu of prize money and all other extra allowances. 

2. That the non-commissioned officers of the marine corps 
shall be entitled to the same bounty for re-enlistment as is 
now (a) or may hereafter be received by the non-commis- 
sioned officers of the army. 

\_Approved, August 10, 1848.J 



Chapter 37. — Approved, February 1, 1849. — Yol. 9, p. 344. 

An Act for the relief of theforviard officers of the late Exploring 
Expedition. 

Sec. 1. That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury 
Department be authorized and directed, in the settlements of the 
accounts of the forward officers of the late Exploring Expedition, 
under the command of Charles Wilkes, Esquire, to allow them the 
extra pay of two hundred and fifty dollars per annum, credited to 
said officers on the pay rolls rendered on the arrival of said expedi- 
tion in the United States, agreeably to the direction of said com- 
mander. 

Sec. 2. That the accounting officers of the Treasury be, and 
they are hereby, authorized and directed, in the settlement of the 
accounts of Lieutenant Cadwallader Ringgold, late commanding 
the United States brig Porpoise, attached to the Exploring Expe- 
dition, to allow and credit him in the extra pay for scientific duties, 
at the rate of one thousand dollars per annum, and upon the prin- 
ciple applied to the accounts of Lieutenant W. L. Hudson, then 
commanding the United States sloop Peacock, attached to said 
expedition. 



Chapter 61.— Approved, February 22, 1849.— Vol. 9, p. 346. 

An Act for authenticating certain records. 

Sec. 3. That all books, papers, documents, and records in 
the War, Navy, Treasury, and Post Office Departments, and 
the Attorney-General's office, may be copied and certified 

(a) See 11 Feb. 1847, chap. 8, sec. 9. 
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under (a) seal in tlie same manner as those in the State Depart- 
ment may now by law be, and with the same force and effect, 
and the said Attorney-General shall cause a seal to be made 
and provided for his office, with such device as the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall approve. 
[Approved, February 22, 1849.] 



Chapter 103.— Approved, March 3, 1849.— Vol. 9, p. 874. 

An Act making appropriations for the navnl service for the year ending the 
thirtieth if June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty. 

1. Proviso as to preparation of the Nautical Almanac. Nautical books may 
be sold at cost. Marines substituted for landsmen. 4. Pay of purser in 
California.. But one at the same station. 6. Retention from pay of ma- 
rines extended. 6. Pay of engineers of the navy. 8. Prize money to be 
deposited in the treasury. How distributed. No prize agents. 

Sec. 1. For the survey of the reefs, shoals, keys, and coasts of 
South Florida by the Superintendent of the " Coast Survey," and 
for which the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized to pro- 
vide the requisite officers, vessels, and crews to said " Coast Sur- 
vey," the sum of thirty thousand dollars. 

Provided., {b) That a competent officer of the navy, not 
below the grade of lieutenant, be charged with the duty 
of preparing the Nautical Almanac for publication, and 
that the Secretary of the ISTavy may, when, in his opinion, 
the interests of navigation would be promoted thereby,, 
cause any nautical works that may, from time to time, be 
published by the hydrographical office, to be sold at cost, 
and the proceeds arising therefrom to be placed in the trea- 
sury of the United States. 

For the construction at the national observatory of a magnetic 
clock, under the superintendence of Dr. Locke, and to pay him 
for the free use by the United States of his invention of said clock, 
and of all improvements that he may make thereto, ten thousand 
dollars. 

For the purchase of the right to use A. D. Bishop's patent 
portable boom derrick for all government purposes, ten thousand 
dollars : Provided, The said Bishop shall, within fifteen days 

(a) See 15 Sept. 1789, chap. 14, sec. 5. 

(6) See chap. 268, 5 Aug. 1854, sec. 1, and chap. Ill, 3 Mar. 1867. 

24 
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from the passage of this act, notify the Secretary of the Navy, in 
writing, of his acceptance of said sum in fall compensation for 
said patent right, and all improvements which he may, hereafter, 
make upon the same ; and shall furnish fall working plans and 
explanations for the construction of said boom derrick. 

For testing the capacity and usefulness of the electro-magnetic 
power as a mechanical agent for the purposes of navigation and 
locomotion, and the probable cost of using the same according to 
the invention of Professor Page, the sum of twenty thousand dol- 
lars, to be expended under the supervision of the Secretary of the 
Navy in making a practicable experiment of said invention ac- 
cording to the plan to be proposed and conducted by Professor 
Page. 

Marine Corps. — Provided, That the President of the United 
States may substitute marines for landsmen in the navy, as 
far as he may deem it expedient to promote the efficiency 
of the service. 

And that the officers of the marine corps affected by the 4th 
section of the act of Congress approved March 2, 184*?, entitled 
"An Act (a) for the increase of the Marine Corps of the United 
States," shall be provided for in the same manner that the officers 
of the old army, who received appointments in the additional regi- 
ments raised for the war with Mexico, were under the 4th section 
of the act of Congress, approved July nineteen, eighteen hundred 
and forty-eight, entitled "An Act (6) supplementary to an act en- 
titled 'An Act providing for the prosecution of the existing war 
between the United States and the republic of Mexico, and for 
other purposes.' " 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to detail 
three suitable vessels of the navy in testing new routes and per- 
fecting the discoveries made by Lieutenant Maury in the course of 
his investigations of the winds and currents of the ocean ; and to 
cause the vessels of the navy to cooperate in procuring materials 
for such investigations, in so far as said cooperation may not be 
incompatible with the public interests : Provided, That the same 
can be accomplished without any additional expense. 

[Sec. 3. Secretary of War to transfer vessels to Navy Depart- 
ment. ] 

Sec. 4. That in lieu of the pay allowed by law, a purser, 
when, by order of the Secretary of the Navy, attached to 
and doing duty at the naval station of California, shall 
receive the same pay as if attached to a frigate in commis- 
sion for sea service : Provided, That not more than one 

(o) Chap. iO, post. p. 350. (J) Chap. 104. 
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purser shall, at tlie same time, be attached to the said 
station on general or special duty. 

Sec. 5. That the retention of one dollar per month from 
the pay of the musicians and privates of the Marine Corps, 
directed by the act (a) of second March, eighteen himdred 
and thirty-three, be extended, as in the case of the musi- 
cians and privates of the army, to the whole term of their 
enlistment. 

Sec. 6. (6) That the engineers in the navy shall hereafter 
receive the following pay, viz : 

Chief Engineers on duty, first five years, fifteen hundred 
dollars. 

Chief Engineers on duty, after five years, two thousand 
dollars. 

Chief Engineers on leave, first five years, twelve hundred 
dollars. 

Chief Engineers on leave, after five years, fourteen hun- 
dred dollars. 

First assistant Engineers on duty, one thousand dollars. 

First Assistant Engineers on leave, eight hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

Second Assistant Engineers on duty, eight hundred dol- 
lars. 

Second Assistant Engineers on leave, six hundred dollars. 

Third Assistant Engineers on duty, six hundred dollars. 

Third Assistant Engineers on leave, four hundred dollars. 

[Sec. 1. Mail contract with E. K. Collins postponed till 1st 
July, 1850. J 

Sec. 8. (c) That from and after the passage of this act, all 
prize money, arising from captures made by the vessels of 
the navy of the United States, received by the marshal who 
shall make sale of such prizes, shall, within sixty days after 
such sale, deposit the net proceeds, after paying all charges, 
as now provided by law, into the treasury of the United 
States; and all money now in the hands of prize agents 

(a) Chap. 68, ante, p. 288. 

(6) See chap. 279, 31 Aug. 1842, ante, p. 323. Dunlop's note to this section 
is incorrect. 

(c) See, on this subject, the 16 Apr. 1816, chap. 66, ante, p. 209. 
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shall also be deposited in the treasury, to be distributed as 
now provided by law ; such part thereof as may belong to 
the officers and crews of the vessels of the navy shall be 
paid to them under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Navy, and the law authorizing the appointment of prize 
agents is hereby repealed. 
[Approved, March 3, 1849. J 



■ Chapter 126.— Approved, March 3, 1849.— Vol. 9, p. 412. 

An Act to provide for the settlement of the accounts of public officers mid 
others who may have received moneys arising from military contributions 
or otherwise, in Mexico, (a) 

Sec. 6. That were pursers of the navy, acting under the instruc- 
tions of the commanding naval officers, have made disbursements 
for hostile operations against the enemy on land, and which opera- 
tions have been approved by the government, such purser shall, 
under the direction of the President of the United States, be 
credited for the amounts thus necessarily disbursed. 



Eesolution 17. — Approved, March 3, 1849. — Vol. 9, p. 419. 

Joint Eesolution for the relief of pursers in the nary, as to expenditures 
m,ade in pursuance of orders during the war with Mexico, and for other 
purposes. 

1. That the accounting officers of the treasury are authorized 
and directed to credit pursers of the navy with payments madeiDy 
them for carrying on hostilities against Mexico, during the late 
war with that republic, whether the expenditures were made on 
land or water; Provided, That said payment shall have been 
made under orders of the naval officer in command, and approved 
by the Secretary of the Navy: And provided. That satisfactory 
vouchers are produced to establish such payments. 

2. That (6) every disbursement of public moneys, or disposal 
of public stores, made by order of any commanding officer of the 
navy, which shall be objected to by the accounting officers of the 

(a) By sec. 7, of chap. 110, 31 Aug. 1852, these provisions were extended to 
officers, and other persons, who were engaged in the collection of military con- 
tributions, as collectors, in any part of Mexico or California, during the war 
with Mexico, and see (private acts) chap. 16, 13 Jan. 1853, and chap. 11-1, 16 
Aug. 1856. 

(b) And Bee 3 Mar. 1849, chap. 126, sec. 6, above. 
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treasury in the settlement of the accounts of any disbursing officer 
shall, nevertheless, be allowed to such disbursing officer, and the 
commanding officer, by whose order such disbursement or disposal 
was made, shall be held accountable for the same : Provided, That 
satisfactory evidence of such order, and of the payment of public 
moneys or disposal of public stores, under the same, shall be 
produced. 

{^Approved, March 3, 1849.] 



Resolution 19. — Approved, March. 3, 1849. — Vol. 9, p. 420, 

Joint Resolution Jor the purchase of copies of the General Navy Register 

•and Lams. 

That that the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to purchase 
and pay, out of the contingent fund of his department, for a suffi- 
cient number of copies of Mechlin & Winder's General Navy 
Register and Laws, to supply one copy to each commissioned 
officer now in the na^al service ; and that the work be distributed 
to such officers: Provided, hoivever, That the cost shall not 
exceed three dollars per copy. 



Chapter 80.— Approved, Sept'r 28, 1850.— Vol. 9, p. 513. 

An Act making appropriatinns for the naval service, for the year ending 
the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. 

1. Abolition of flogging in the navy and mercliant service. Appointment of 
midshipmen. Proviso. Amerieaa ISTautical Almanac. Proviso as to the 
meridian. Secretary, of the navy in making contrfucts and purchases, to 
give the preference to productions of the United States. Fuel. Pay of 
superintendent of naval school. 

Sec. 1. Provided, That so much of the "act making appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the half calendar year beginning the 
first day of January, and ending the thirtieth day of June, eighteen 
hundred and forty-three, and for the fiscal year beginning the first day 
of July, eighteen hundred and forty-three, and ending the thirtieth 
day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-four, approved the third 
March, eighteen hundred and forty-thre«, (a) as requires the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to advertise once a week, for at least four weeks, 
for proposals for the transportation of supplies for the use of the 
navy, be, and the same hereby is, repealed, 

And that hereafter such advertisements shall be made for 
a period of not less than five days. 

(a) Chap. 63, ante, p. 328. 
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For the purchase of American water-rotted hemp, to be bought 
by the Secretary of the Navy in open marliet: Provided, That 
that the price of the American hemp shall not exceed the average 
price of the foreign article, for the last five years, {a) 

And that the Secretary of the Navy be authorized to examine 
into the merits of the various condensers for supplying the boilers 
of marine engines with fresh water, and that he report to this 
House, at its next session, the result of said examination, together 
with his opinion as to the value of the best of said condensers to 
the government of the United States, and that the sum of five 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to carry 
into effect this provision. 

Provided, That flogging in tlie navy, and on board vessels 
of commerce, be, and the same is hereby, abolished from 
and after the passage of this act. 

And that no midshipman in the navy shall be appointed 
from any congressional district, having at the time of ap- 
pointment more than two officers of that grade in the navy 
from such district : and whenever an appointment shall be 
made from, any State, the person so appointed shall be an 
actual resident of the congressional district from which the 
appointment purports to be made : And provided, further, 
that such congressional district of any State, as may not 
have any midshipmen in the navy at the time an appoint- 
ment may be made from said State, shall be entitled to at- 
least one appointment before any other shall be made from- 
any district of the State having one or more ofBcers of that 
grade in the navy. 

For preparing for publication the American Nautical 
Almanac : Provided, That hereafter the meridian of the 
observatory at "Washington shall be adopted and used as the 
American meridian for all astronomical purposes, and that 
the meridian of Greenwich shall be adopted for all nautical 
purposes. 

And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, in 
making contracts and purchasing of articles for naval 
purposes, to give the preference, all other things (including 
price and quality) being equal, to articles of the growth, 

(a) See 3 Mar. 1851, chap. U. 

This act appropriates $100,000 for a floating dry dock on the Pacific coast. 
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production, and manufacture of the United States ; and that 
in the article of fuel for the navy, or naval stations and 
yards, the Secretary of the Navy shall have power to dis- 
criminate and purchase, in such manner as he may deem 
proper, that kind of fuel which is best adapted to the pur- 
pose for which it is to be used. 

And the pay of the superintendent of the naval school at 
Annapolis shall be at the rate allowed to an officer of his 
rank, when in service at sea. 

[Sec. 2. Secretary of the Navy to employ such part of the naval 
force as may be necessary, to remove the wreck of the steam-frigate 
Missouri lying in the harbor of Gibraltar.] (a) 

[Sec. 3. Secretary of the Navy to submit the demands of the 
claimants for salvage on the United States vessel Waterwitch, to 
arbitration. ] 

lApproved, September 28, 1850.] 



[By chapter 90, approved September 30, 1850, vol. 9, p. 
542, it is, &c. Provided, however, That hereafter the proper 
accounting ofScers of the treasury, or other pay officers of 
the United States, shall in no case allow any pay to one 
individual the salaries of two different offices, on account of 
having performed the duties thereof at the same time. But 
this prohibition shall not extend to the superintendents of 
the executive buildings.] 



Eesolution 7. — Approved, May 2, 1850. — Vol. 9, p. 561. 

Joint Resolution authorizing the President of the United States to aceept 
and attach to the nam/ two vessels, offered iy Henry Grinnell, Esq. , of 
New York, to be sent to the Arctic Seas in search of Sir John Franklin 
and his companions. 

1. That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to receive from Henry Grinnell, of the city of New York, 
the two vessels prepared by him for an expedition in search of Sir 
John Franklin and his companions ; and to detail from the navy 
such commissioned and warrant oflcers, and so many seamen as 

(a) $6,000 appropriated for this purpose, by 6 sec. chap. 34, 3 Mar. 1851, 
vol. X, p. 626. 
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may be necessary, for said expedition, and who may be willing to 
engage therein. The said officers and men shall be furnished with 
suitable rations, at the discretion of the President, for a period not 
exceeding three years, and shall have the use of such necessary 
instruments as are now on hand, and can be spared from the navy, 
to be accounted for or returned by the officers who shall receive 
the same. 

2. That the vessels, officers, and men, shall be in all respects 
under the laws and regulations of the navy of the United States 
until their return, when the said vessels shall be delivered to the 
said Henry Grinnell: Provided, That the United States shall not 
be liable to any claim for compensation, in case of the loss, damage, 
or deterioration of the said vessels, or either of them, from any 
cause or manner whatever, nor be liable to any demand for the use 
or risk of the said vessels, or either of them. 

[^Approved, May 2, 1850. J 



[By chapter 32, approved March 3, 1851, vol. 9, p. 599, the 
plates and engravings, which were made at the expense of the 
United States, were to be delivered to the Smithsonian Institution, 
to enable that institution to publish a new edition of Wilkes' 
Narrative.] 



Chapter 34.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1851.— Vol. 10, p. 621. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the year ending the 
thirtieth June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two. 

1. Commutation of rations. Who entitled to rations. Stoppage of rations of 
those sick. Hemp, purchase of. 3. Examination of assistant engineers. 

■Sec. 1. Provided^ That no commutation of rations shall be 
allowed except to officers and their attendants, and for the spirit 
part of the ration, {a) and no person not actually attaclied to, 
and doing duty on board a sea-going or receiving vessel, and 
the petty officers, seamen, and ordinary seamen attaclied to 
the ordinary of the navy yards, shall be allowed a ration. 
And provided further, That no rations stopped for the sick 

(a) Words in italics repealed 31 Aug. 1S52, chap. 109. The commutation 
price of the navy ration was originally 28, then 20 cts., in 1814 it was made 25 
cts., in 1835 it was reduced to 20 cts., in 1856 it was again fixed at 25 cts.; these 
changes being made in each case by regulation of the Department, there being 
no statute on the subject. 



Thirty-Fiest Congress, Second Session. 377 

on board vessels shall be credited to tlie hospital fund, but 
shall remain and be accounted for by the purser as part of 
the provisions of the vessels, and that the rations of officers 
and others of the navy, sent to hospitals on shore, shall be 
credited to the hospital fund at the cost only thereof; and 
the chief of the bureau of provisions and clothing, with the 
approbation of the Secretary of the Navy, shall prescribe 
all such regulations in relation to stopping such rations as 
will ensure a faithful accountability for the rations stopped 
for the sick on board vessels, and to ensure due credit to 
the hospital fund for the rations at cost of those sent to the 
hospitals on shore; the said regulations to go into effect on 
the first day of the succeeding month after their official 
receipt at yards, stations, and on board vessels. 

Provided^ That the Secretary of the JSTavy shall hereafter 
purchase for the use of the navy, in open market, if to be 
procured, American hemp of a quality equal to the best 
foreign article, (a) 

And the superintendent of the naval astronomical expedi- 
tion in Chili, directed by the act of the third of August, 
eighteen hundred and forty-eight, (6) shall receive the same 
amount of salary as is allowed to the superintendent of the 
naval observatory at Washington city, while he has been 
or may be in charge of that expedition : Provided, That the 
pay and emoluments of said officer shall not exceed for any 
one year the sum of three thousand dollars. 

[Transportation of mail to Liverpool, and to Oregon, and to 
Havana, and to New Orleans. Payments to be made only for ser- 
vice performed. Advances to be refunded. E,e-arrangement of 
times of sailing, (c) Semi-monthly mail between Charleston, Sa- 
vannah, and Havana. Service from Panama to Oregon and 
California. Proviso. Route from Atlantic to Pacific may be 
changed. Mails between Chagres and Panama.] 

[Sec. 2. In time of peace, the Colhns line may be under con- 
trol of owners.] 

Sec. 3. That if any assistant engineer shall have been 
absent from the United States on duty at the time others of 

(a) See chap. 80, 28 Sept. 1850, ante, p. 373, ic. 

(6) Chap. 121. 

(c) See ehap. 66, 21 July, 1852, for increase of trips, &a.,post. p. 378. 
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his date were examined, lie shall, if not rejected at a subse- 
quent examination, be entitled to the same rank "witb them; 
and if, from any cause, his relative rank cannot be assigned 
to him, he shall retain his original position on the register, (a) 
^Approved, March 3, 1851.] 



Chaptee 66.— Approved, July 21, 1852.— Vol. 10, p. 15. 

An Act to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the 
fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-two. 

[Sec. 1. For increasing malls between New York and I/lver- 
pool, In the Collins line of steamers, to twenty-six trips per annum, 
&c. Provided, That Congress may terminate the arrangement 
upon giving six months' notice.} (6) 

Provided, That no officer of the United States, who is in 
attendance upon any court of tHe United States, in the dis- 
charge of the duties of said office, shall receive any pay or 
compensation for his attendance as a witness on behalf of 
the government at the same time that he receives compen- 
sation as such officer. 

For establishing a depot of coal for naval purposes at Key 
West, in the State of Florida, twenty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 4. (c) That no estimate or appropriation of money, in 
any bill making appropriations, shall authorize the payment of any 
Increased pay, allowance, or compensation. In any form whatever 
beyond the amount prescribed by law, in any case, unless there 
shall first be a specific direction for such extra payment, designating 
the officers to whom §uch extra payments shall be made. 



Chapter 108.— Approved, Aug. 31, 1852.— Vol. 10, p. 76. 

An Act mailing appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-three, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 10. That where any moneys shall have remained 

(a) See the 4th section of this act, vol. x, p. 625, for cases in point. 
(6; Notice ordered, see sec. 1, chap. 160, 18 Aug. 1856, vol. xi, p. 102. 
(c) This section repealed by 14:th section, chap. 108, 31 Aug. 1862. 
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unexpended upon any appropriations by law, other than for 
tlie payment of interest on the funded debt, or the payment 
of interest and reimbursement according to contract of any 
loan or loans made on account of the United States, as like- 
wise moneys appropriated for a purpose in respect to which 
a larger duration is specially assigned by law, for more than 
two years, after the expiration of the fiscal year in which 
the act shall have been passed, all and any such appropria- 
tions shall be deemed to have ceased and been determined, 
and the moneys so unexpended shall be immediately there- 
after carried, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to the account on the books of the Treasury 
denominated the "surplus fund," to remain like other un- 
appropriated moneys in the Treasury, and it shall not be 
lawful, for any cause or pretence whatsoever, to transfer, 
withdraw, apply, or use for any purpose whatever, any 
moneys carried as aforesaid to the surplus fund without 
further and specific appropriations by law. 

[Seo. 14. Sec. 4 of chap. 66, ante, p. 3T8, repealed.] 
Sec. 18. That no person hereafter, who holds or shall 
hold, any office under the Government of the United States, 
whose salary or annual compensation shall amount to the 
sum of two thousand five hundred dollars, shall receive 
compensation for discharging the duties of any other office. 
l^Approved, August 31, 1852.] 



Chapter 109.— Approved, Aug. 31, 1852.— Vol. 10, p. 100. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service, for the year ending the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three. 

Sec. 1. Provided, _ That from and after the first of July, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, the salary of the Secretary 
of the Naval Academy at Annapolis shall be twelve hundred 
and fifty dollars per annum. 

[Extra pay to persons in the naval service on the coasts of 
Mexico and California, and to those engaged in the search for Sir 
John Franklin.] 
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And the pay [of] chaplains in the navy shall be one 
thousand dollars on leave, or waiting orders, and fifteen 
hundred dollars while on duty, (a) 

And the navy agent at Memphis, for the time during 
which he has performed or may perform the duties of 
purser, in addition to his own, shall be allowed and paid 
the annual salary of a purser on duty at navy yards of the 
second class, which shall not be in addition to' his commis- 
sions, but in lieu thereof; and the salary of the assistant to 
purser for the navy yard at Kittery, Maine, who also dis- 
charges the duties of clerk and steward, shall be seven 
hundred and fifty dollars; and the pay of the "first clerk 
to the commandant" at the navy yards at Norfolk, New 
York, and Boston, shall be at the rate of one thousand 
dollars per annum; and that the "second clerk to the com- 
mandant" at the same yards, shall be at the rate of eight 
hundred dollars per annum from and after the passage of 
this act. 

It being provided, that so much of the act approved March 
third, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, entitled "an act making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year ending the thir- 
tieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty two," (6) as 
provides, that "no commutation of rations shall be allowed, except 
to officers and their attendants, and for the spirit part of the 
ration," be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

For a scientific investigation and experiments upon the character 
of alimentary substances used as subsistence in the navy, and means 
to prevent their deterioration, two thousand five hundred dollars, 
to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy. 

And the Secretary of the navy be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and required to have completed with the least possible delay, the 
war steamer contracted for with Robert L. Stevens, in pursuance of 
an, act of Congress, approved April fourteenth, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two ; (c) and the balance of the appropriation 
heretofore made, which has been carried to the credit of the surplus 
fund, shall be used for that purpose. And the Secretary of the 
Navy may, if he deem it proper, cause to be applied, as soon as 
practicable, to one or more of the steam vessels belonging to the 
United States, any steam condenser which may be found best 
calculated for the purpose, for furnishing fresh water to marine 
boilers and for the use of the crew.s. 

(b) See 3 Mar. 1835, chap. 27, sec. 1, ante, p. 296. 

(b) Chap. 34, ante, p. 376. 

(c) Chap. 22, ante, p. 312. 
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And hereafter no appointment of midsliipnian, acting 
midshipman, or pnpil, at any naval school in the navy, shall 
be made, unless recommended by the member of Congress 
representing the district in which (a) the applicant resides, 
in the same manner that cadets at West Point are now 
appointed; and that the Secretary of the Navy is hereby 
required to report to Congress, at its second session, the 
number and names of appointments to the naval school 
which have been made, and the district and State whence 
each one comes, and the number of vacancies then existing 
at said school, with the Congressional district which may be 
entitled to supply them; and a statement of the order in 
which the remainder of the Congressional districts shall be 
entitled to supply all future and accruing vacancies, so far 
as it may be determined by existing law, or by circumstances. 

Sec. 2. That all acts or parts of acts authorizing the President 
of the United States, or the secretary of the proper department 
under his direction, to transfer any portion of the moneys appro- 
priated for a particular branch of expenditure in that department, 
to be applied to another branch of expenditure in the same depart- 
ment, be, and are hereby, so far as relates to the Navy Department, 
repealed. (6) 

[Surveys of Behring Straits, North Pacific, and the China 
seas.] (c) 

[Sec. 3. Secretary of the Navy to select a site for a navy yard 
and naval depot in the bay of San Francisco, in California, the 
same to be surveyed and a plat thereof to be recorded in proper 
form ; the said Secretary to establish a navy yard and naval depot 
on the site, and erect a foundry, machine shop, blacksmith's shop, 
boiler shop, engine house, pattern shop, carpenter shop, and store 
house, one hundred thousand dollars appropriated.] 

[Sec. 4. Secretary of the Navy to appoint some suitable naval 
of&cer or engineer to receive and superintend the construction of 
the floating dry-dock in California.] 

Sec. 5. That the percentage added by law to the pay of the 
clerks employed in the Executive and Legislative Departments of 
Washington be, and is hereby, allowed to the clerks employed at 
the navy yard and marine barracks in the city of Washington, (d) 

(a) By 29 Apr. 1812, and 1 May, 1843. 

(6) Thia repeals all existing laws authorizing the transfer of moneys from 
one appropriation to another, in the Navy Department. 

(c) See chap. 122, 16 Aug. 1856; chap. Ill, 3 Mar. 1857, and chap. 156, 12 
June, 1863. 

{d) See sec. 2, 22 Apr. 1854, chap. 52, (per centage 20 per cent,) and sec. 2, 
13 Aug. 1852, chap. 108, and chap. 268, 1854, and chap. 153, 1858, sec. 2. 
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Chaptee 112.— Approved, Aug. 31, 1852.— Vol. 10, p. 112. 

An Act making ajipropriations for light-houses, light-boats, iuoys, S^c, and 
providing for the erection and establishment of the same, and for other 
purposes. 

10. Meetings of the Board. 14. Preparation of plans, estimates, Ac. Bids, 
how acted on. 16. Materials, how contracted for. "Works, how to be exe- 
cuted. 16. Board to furnish estimates of expenses, to be laid before Con- 
gress. 17. Ko additional salary to be paid. Members of the Board not to 
be interested. 

Sec. 8. That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
required to appoint, immediately after the passage of this act, two 
officers of the navy, of high rank, one officer of the corps of en- 
gineers of the army, one officer of the corps of topographical 
engineers of the army, and two civilians of high scientific attain- 
ments, whose services may be at the disposal of the President ; 
and an officer of the navy and an officer of engineers of the army, 
as secretaries, who shall constitute the Light-house Board of the 
United States, and shall have power to adopt such rules and regu- 
lations for the government of their meetings, as they may judge 
expedient ; and the board so constituted shall be attached to the 
office of the Secretary of the Treasury, and under his superintend- 
ence (a) shall discharge all the administrative duties of said office 
relating to the construction, illumination, inspection, and superin- 
tendence of light-houses, light-vessels, beacons, buoys, sea-marks, 
and their appendages, and embracing the security of foundations 
of works already existing, procuring illuminating and other appa- 
ratus, supplies, and materials of all kinds for building and for 
rebuilding when necessary, and keeping in good repair, the light- 
houses, light-vessels, beacons, and buoys of the United States. 

Sec. 9. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall be ex-officio 
President of the Light-house Board of the United States, and the 
said board, at their first meeting, shall proceed to ballot for one of 
their members as chairman, and the member who shall receive the 
majority of ballots of the whole board, shall be declared by the 
President to be chairman of the Light-house Board, who shall, in 
the absence of the president of the board, preside over their meet- 
ings, and do and perform such acts as may be required by the rules 
of the board. 

Sec. 10. That tlie Light-liouse Board shall meet four 
times in each year for the transaction of general and special- 
business, each meeting to commence on the first Monday in 
March, June, September, and December, and that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to convene the 

[a) See chap. 71, sec. 1, 3 Mar. 1845, as to 5th Auditor. 
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Light-lioiise Board whenever, in his judgment, the exi- 
gencies of the service may require it. 

[Sec. 11. Certain clerks, arcMyes, &c., to be transferred to sucli 
Board.] 

Sec. 12. That it shall be the duty of the Light-house Board, 
immediately after being organized, to arrange the Atlantic, Gulf, 
Pacific, and Lake Coasts of the United States into light-house 
districts, not exceeding twelve in number ; and the President is 
hereby authorized and required to direct, that an officer of the 
army or navy be assigned to each district as a light-house inspec- 
tor, subject to and under the orders of the Light-house Board, 
who shall receive for such service the same pay and emoluments 
that he would be entitled to by law for the performance of duty in 
the regular line of his profession, and no other, except the legal 
allowance per mile, when travelling under orders connected with 
his duties. 

[Sec. 13. Rules and regulations to be established and dis- 
tributed. J 

Sec. 14. That it shall be the duty of the Light-house 
Board to cause to be prepared by the engineer secretary of 
the board, or by such officer of engineers of the army as 
may be detailed (a) for that service, all plans, drawings, 
specifications, and estimates of cost, of all illuminating and 
other apparatus, and of construction and repair of towers, 
buildings, &c., connected with the Light-house Establish- 
ment, and no bid or contract shall be accepted or entered 
into, except u.pon the decision of the board, at a regular or 
special meeting, and through their properly authorized 
officers. 

Sec. 15. That hereafter all materials for the construction 
and repair of light-houses, light-vessels, beacons, buoys, 
&c., &c., shall be procured by public contracts, under such 
regulations as the board may from time to time adopt, sub- 
ject to the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
all works, of construction, renovation, and repair shall be 
made by the orders of the board, under the immediate 
superintendence of their engineer secretary, or of such 
engineer of the army as may be detailed for that service. 

Sec. 16. That it shall be the duty of the Light-house 
Board to furnish upon the requisition of the Secretary of 

(a) By the President, 3 Mar. 1851, chap. 37, see. 9. 
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the Treasury, all the estimates of expense which the several 
branches of the light-house service may require, and such 
other information as may be required, to be laid before 
Congress at the commencement of each session. 

Sec. 1Y. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act, are hereby repealed, and all acts and parts 
of acts, relating to the Light-house Establishment of the United 
States, not inconsistent with the provisions of this act, and neces- 
sary to enable the Light-house Board, under the superintendence 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to perform all duties (a) relating 
to the management, construction, illumination, inspection, and 
superintendence of hght-houses, light-vessels, beacons, buoys, sea- 
marks, and their accessories, including the procuring and testing 
of apparatus, supplies, and materials of all kinds for illuminating, 
building, and rebuilding when necessary, maintaining and keeping 
in good repair the light-houses, light-vessels, beacons, buoys, and 
sea-marks of the United States, and the second and third sections 
of the act (&) making appropriations for light-houses, light-vessels, 
buoys, &c. , approved March third, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, 
are hereby declared to be in full force, and shall have the same 
effect as though this act had not passed. 

Provided, That no additional salary shall be allowed to 
any civil, military, or naval officer who shall be employed 
on the Light-house Board, or who may be in any manner 
attached to the light-house service of the United States 
under this act : And provided further] That it shall not be 
lawful for any member of the Light-house Board, inspector, 
light-keeper, or other person in any manner connected with 
the light-house service, to be engaged either directly or 
indirectly in any contract for labor, materials, or supplies 
for the light-house service, nor to possess either as principal 
or agent any pecuniary interest in any patent, plan, or 
mode of construction or illumination, or in any article of 
supply for the light-house service of the United States. 

[Approved, August 31, 1852.] 

(a) See chap. 69, see. 4, 23 May, 1828, vol. iv, p. 284. 
(i) Chap. 37, vol. x, p. 627. 
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[By section 5 of chapter 96, approved March 3, 1853, vol. 10, 
page 181, officers appointed to assist the Superintendent of the 
Naval Astronomical Expedition in Chili, allowed an increased com- 
pensation in a ratable proportion, according to pay and rank, at 
the time of departure from the United States, to the allowance 
made to the said superintendent by the act of March third, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-one.] (a) 



Chapter 97.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1853.— Vol. 10, p. 189. 

An Act'inaking appropriations for the civil and diplom.atic expenses of 
government for theyear eliding 30<A JuiM, 1854. 

Sec. 1. Provided, That the Chief of the Bureau (5) be a 
'' skillful naval constructor," as required by the act approved 
August thirty-first, eighteen hundred and forty-two, (c) 
instead of a captain in the navy. 

[Sec. 4. Salary of the Secretary of the Navy made $8,000 
per annum.] 



Chapter 102.— Approved, March 3, 1853.— Vol. 10, p. 220. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the year ending 
SOth June, 1854. 

Sec. 1. Provided, That the salary of the assistant ob- 
server or astronomer at the National Observatory shall be 
$2,000, and the salary of the principal clerk at said obser- 
vatory shall be $1,200; and the pay of a purser when 
attached to and doing duty at the naval station in California 
shall be $4,000 per annum, and he shall be allowed a clerk 
at a compensation not exceeding $2,000 per annum. 

[Navy and marine corps serving on coast of Mexico and Cali- 
fornia — up to 28th September, 1850 — to have same extra pay as 
was allowed to tiie army serving in California: and chapters 78, 
1850, and 110, 1852, section 3, extended to naval store-keepers on 
Pacific coast.] 

[Lieutenants Herndon (d) and Gibbon to be paid for explorations 

(a) Chap. U 

(6) Of construction, equipment, and repairs. 

(c) Chap. 286, ante, p. 326. 

(d) Erroneously spelled "Flemdon" in vol. x, p. 220. 

25 
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of the Amazon the same as the superintendent of the expedition to 
Chili, by chapter 34, 1851.] 

And the first and second clerks to tlie commandants of 
tlie principal navy yards, viz : Boston, New York, Wash- 
ington, Norfolk, and Pensacola, shall receive the same pay 
that the lowest classes of clerks in the bureaus of the Navy 
Department now receive respectively ; and each " clerk of 
the yard" in said navy yards shall receive the same com- 
pensation as is herein provided for the first clerks to the 
commandants. 

Sec. 2. That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury be 
and they are hereby directed to credit the medical officers of the 
navy, who, by order of the department, served with a detachment 
of marines in Mexico during the late war with that Republic, in 
addition to the pay to which they are entitled as medical ofBcers of 
the navy, respectively, the same allowance for rations and forage, 
in proportion to the time they so served, as are allowed to officers 
of the army of similar standing. 

lApproved, March 3, 1853.] 



Chapter 104.— Approved, March 3, 1853.— Vol. 10, p. 227. 

An Act making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of 
the Indian department, Sfc. for the year ending June 30, 1854. 

Sec. 4. That if any ofiEicer who is or may hereafter be 
charged with the payment of any of the appropriations 
made by this or any other act of Congress, shall pay to any 
clerk or other employee of the United States, a sum less 
than that provided by law, and require such employee to 
receipt or give a voucher for an amount greater than that 
actually paid to and received by him, such officer thus act- 
ing shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement, shall be fined 
in a sum double the amount so withheld from any employee 
of government, and shall be imprisoned for the term of two 
years, and may be prosecuted and punished in any court of 
the United States having jurisdiction for the trial of such 
offences in the district where such offence shall be committed. 
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[The first section of cliap. 24, approved March SY, 1 854, vol. 
10, p. 269, provided, that there be paid to Lieutenant Francis 
Key Murray, and to any other officer or seaman of the United 
States navy, who vi^as on board the steamship San Francisco, 
under orders, on the occasion of her disaster at sea, a sum equal 
in amount to his pay and allowances for eight months.] 



Chapter 32.— Approved, April 6, 1854.— Vol. 10, p. 273. 

An Act to authorize the construction of six first class steam frigates, and 
for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to cause to be constructed for the United States navy, 
at as early a day as practicable, consistently with a due regard for 
economy and efficiency, six first class steam frigates, to be provided 
with screw propellers, and properly armed and equipped for ser- 
vice ; said vessels and machinery to be built by contract, or in the 
government navy yards, as the Secretary of the Navy may think 
most advisable for the public interest. 

[Sec. 2. For this purpose, and for altering, completing, and 
launching the frigates Santee, at Kittery, and Sabine, at New York, 
the sum of three millions of dollars appropriated. ] 



Chapter 268.— Approved, Aug. 5, 1854.— Vol. 10, p. 583. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the year ending the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty five. 

Sec. 1. For preparing for publication the American Nau- 
tical Almanac : Provided, That any (a) naval officer who may 
be charged with the preparation, superintendence, or publi- 
cation, of the Nautical Almanac, shall receive no compen- 
sation for such duty beyond what he would receive while 
on duty at sea. 

Sec. 2. " That the provisions, contained in the act of the twenty- 
second April, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, (&) adding a per 
centage to the pay of the clerks employed at the navy yard," in 
Washington city, be construed so as to include the clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the navy agent for said yard, and the mes- 
senger in the commandant's office. 

(a) See chap. Ill, see. 3, 3 Mar. 1857, and chap. 103, 3 Mar. 1849. 
(J) Chap. 52, vol. x, p. 276. 
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Sec. 3. That all the grounds and appurtenances thereunto 
belonging, known as the Memphis navy yard, in Shelby county, 
Tennessee, be, and the same is hereby, ceded to the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the city of Memphis, for the use and benefit of said 
city, and that the Secretary of the Navy order the commandant of 
said navy yard at Memphis, to surrender to the Mayor of Memphis 
said property: Provided, That the accounting oiScers of the trea- 
sury, in settling the accounts of the late navy agent at Memphis, 
shall not deduct the sum of two thousand nine hundred and sixty- 
four dollars and fifty-nine cents, already received by him, and 
passed to his credit on the books of the Treasury Department, 
from his salary as acting purser, provided for by an act making 
appropriations for the naval service of the country for the for the 
year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-three. 

Sec. 4. That the two " General orders " of the Secretary of the 
Navy, dated August thirty-one, eighteen hundred and forty-six, (a) 
and May twenty-seven, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, (b) upon 
relative rank, shall have the force and effect of law. 

Sec. 5. That the pay (c) of the boatswains, gunners, carpenters, 
and sailmakers of the navy, shall be as follows : 

On leave, or waiting orders, per annum, six hundred dollars ; 
shore duty, seven hundred dollars; sea service, nine hundred dol- 
lars. An addition of two per centum upon the foregoing rates for 
every year's sea service, and an addition upon sea pay of ten per 
centum when serving in ships with four hundred men, and twenty 
per centum, when serving in ships with nine hundred men. 

\_Approved, August 5, 1854.] 

(a) Genekal Order. — Surgeons of the fleet, and surgeons of more than 
twelve years, will rank with commanders; 

Surgeons of less than twelve years, with lieutenants j 

Passed assistant surgeons, next after lieutenants ; 

Assistant surgeons, not passed, next after masters; 

Commanding and executive officers, of whatever grade, when on duty, will 
take precedence over all medical officers. 

This order confers no authority to exercise military command, and no addi- 
tional right to quarters. GEORGE BANCROFT. 

Navy Depaetme.nt, August 31, 1846. 

(6) Gexeral Order. — Pursers of more than twelve years, will rank with 
commanders ; 

Pursers of less than twelve years, with lieutenants ; 

Pursers will rank with surgeons, according to date of commission; 

Commanding nnd executive officers, of whatever grade, when on duty, will 
take precedence of all puisers. 

This order confers no authority to exercise military command, and no addi- 
tional right to quarters. J. Y. MASON. 

Na^y Depaut.mknt, May 27, 1847. 

(c) See chap. 11)8, see. 5, 3 Mar. 1855; chap. Ill, sec. 4, 3 Mar. 1857; chap. 
27, 3 Mar. 1835; and chap. 206, see. 11, 26 Aug. 1842. 
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Eesolution 8.— Approved, Mar. 27, 185-1.— Vol. 10, p. 592. 

Joint Resolution relative to bidx for provisions, clothing, and small stores 
for the use of the navy. 

That all bids (a) for supplies of provisions, clothing, and 
small stores for tlie use of the navy may be rejected, at the 
option of the department, if made by one who is not known 
as a manufacturer of, or regular dealer in, the article pro- 
posed to be furnished ; which fact, or the reverse, must be 
distinctly stated in the bids offered ; that the bids of all 
persons who may have failed to comply with the conditions 
of any contracts they may have pi'eviously entered into 
with the United States, shall, at the option of the depart- 
ment, be rejected ; that if more than one bid be offered for 
the supply of an article on account of any one party either 
in his own name, or in the name of his partner, clerk, or 
any other person, the whole of such bids shall be rejected 
at the option of the department — and that copartners of any 
firm shall not be received as sureties for each other — and 
that whenever it may be deemed necessary for the interest 
of the government and the health of the crews of the 
United States vessels, to procure particular brands of flour, 
which are known to keep best on distant stations, the 
Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, with the approbation 
of the Secretary of the Navy be, and hereby is, authorized 
to procure the same on the best terms, in market overt. 



Kesolution" 14.— Approved, June 29, 1854.— Vol. 10, p. 106. 

A Resolution giving the consent of Congress to the acceptance hy Lieutenant 
M. F. Maury, of the Navy, of a gold medal from His Majesty the King 
of Sweden, [b) 

[Lieutenant M. P. Maury, of the United States Navy, author- 
ized to accept a gold medal recently presented to him by His 
Majesty the King of Sweden.] 

(a) See alfio 10 Aug. 1846, chap. 176, sec. 6, ante, p. 348. 

(6) This is erroneously printed among the private acts in the "Statutes." 
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Eesolution 24. — Approved, Aug. 4, 1854.— Vol. 10, p. 595. 

A Joint Resolution directing the presentation of a medal to Commander 
Duncan N. Ingraham,. 

[The President of the United States to cause to be made a 
medal, with suitable devices, and presented to Commander Duncan 
N. Ingraham, of the navy of the United States, as a testimonial 
of the high sense entertained by Congress of his gallant and judi- 
cious conduct on the second of July, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
three, in extending protection to Martin Koszta, by rescuing him 
from illegal seizure and imprisonment on board the Austrian war- 
brig Hussar.] 



Chapter 127.— Approved, Feb. 28, 1855.— Vol. 10, p. 616. 

An Act to promote the efficiency of the navy, [a) 

Sec. 1. That soon as practicable after the passage of this act, 
the President of the United States shall cause a board of naval 
officers to be assembled, to consist of five captains, five command- 
ers, and five lieutenants, which board, under such regulations as 
the Secretary of the Navy may prescribe, shall make a careful 
examination into the efficiency of the officers of the grades here- 
inafter mentioned, and shall report to the Secretary of the Navy 
the names and rank of all officers of the said grades who, in the 
judgment of said board, shall be incapable of performing promptly 
and efficiently all their duty, both ashore and afloat ; and whenever 
said board shall believe that said incompetency has arisen from any 
cause implying sufficient blame on the part of the officer to justify 
it, they shall recommend that his name be stricken altogether from 
the rolls. Vacancies occurring in said board shall be filled by the 
Secretary of the Navy, who shall preserve the number and grades 
of its officers, as aforesaid : Provided, That no officers upon said 
board shall examine into, or report upon the efficiency of officers 
of a grade above them. 

Sec. 2. That all officers who shall be found by the said board 
incapable of performing the duties of their I'espective offices, ranks, 
or grades, shall, if such finding be approved by the President, be 
dropped from the rolls, or placed, in the order of their rank and 
seniority at the time, upon a list in the Navy Register, to be enti- 
tled the reserved list ; and those so placed on the reserved list shall 
receive the leave of absence pay, or the furlough pay, to which 
they may be entitled when so placed, according to the report of 

(a) Amended, chap. 12, 10 Jan. 1857, vol. xi, p. 153. 
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the board and approval of the President, and shall he ineligible 
to further promotion, (a) but shall be subject to the orders of the 
Navy Department at all times for duty ; and vacancies created in 
the active service list by placing; officers on the reserved list, shall 
be filled by regular promotion in the order of rank or seniority. 
And ofiicers who may be promoted to fill the vacancies created by 
the reserved list shall, while unemployed, receive only the "leave of 
absence" or "waiting orders" pay to which they would have been 
entitled if such promotion had not been made ; but when employed 
at sea, or on other duty, they shall receive, in addition to such 
"leave of absence" or "waiting orders" pay, the difference between 
the "waiting orders" or "leave of absence" pay and the lowest sea 
service pay of the grade to which they may be so promoted : Pro- 
vided, That this scrutiny and reservation of officers shall extend 
only to the grades of captain, commander, lieutenant, masters, and 
passed midshipmen: And provided further, That all vacancies 
occurring in the grade of masters shall be filled by the promotion 
of the senior passed midshipmen, to be entitled masters in the line 
of promotion, who when promoted shall receive the pay allowed 
by law to masters ; that the number of masters in the line of pro- 
motion shall not exceed sixty, and that nothing in this act contained 
shall be held or construed to authorize any increase of the aggre- 
gate pay of the said grades, or of the naval service, as now allowed 
by law. 

Sec. 3. That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to 
restrict, apply to, or impair the regular promotion of officers in 
the service list of the navy who may be at any time entitled to pro- 
motion — consequent upon deaths, dismissals, or resignations, in 
the naval service, — nor in any manner to abridge or impair the 
right of the Secretary of the Navy to place any officers upon fur- 
lough. 

Sec. 4. That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to in- 
crease the aggregate number of officers, and that all laws or clauses 
of laws, so far as they conflict with the provisions of this act, are 
hereby repealed. 

\^Approu€d, February 28, 1855. J 



Chapter 136.— Approved, March 2, 1855.— Vol. 10, p. 627. 

An Act to provide a more efficient discipline for the Navy. 

1. Commanrling officers to report and give a certificate to seamen entitled to 
an honorable discharge. 2. Bounty for re-enlistment of seamen having 
an honorable discharge. 3. Leave of absence. 4. Summary courts-mar- 
tial on petty officers, &c. 5. How constituted. Oath. Recorder's oath. 
6. Appointment of recorder. 1. Testimony. Senteucesof summary courts 

(a) "Words in italics repealed by 3d section of act 16 Jan. 1857. 
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martial. 8. Approval of sentences. Their remission. Rehearing on re- 
fusal to remit. 9. How proceedings shall be conducted. 10. General 
courts-martial may inflict the above punishments. 11. Penalty for enti- 
cing a person to desert, or harboring a deserter. 

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this act, it 
shall be the duty of every commanding officer of any of 
the vessels of the navy, on returning from a cruise, to for- 
ward, immediately on his arrival in port, to the Secretary 
of the Navy, a list of the names of such of the crew who 
enlisted for three years as, in his opinion, on being dis- 
charged, are entitled to an "honorable discharge," as a testi- 
monial of fidelity and obedience ; and that he shall grant 
the same to such, according to the form to be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Navy. 

Sec. 2. That if any seamen, ordinary seaman, landsman, 
or boy, shall re-enlist for three years, within three months 
after his discharge, he shall, on presenting his honorable 
discharge or on accounting in a satisfactory manner for its 
loss, be entitled to pay during the said three months, equal 
to that to which he would have been entitled if he had been 
employed in actual service. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be the duty of commanders of any 
vessel in the navy, in granting temporary leave of absence 
and liberty on shore, to exercise carefully a discrimination 
in favor of the faithful and obedient. 

Sec. 4. That summary courts-martial may be ordered 
upon petty officers and persons of inferior ratings, hj the 
commander of any vessel in the navy to which such persons 
belong, for the trial of offences which he may deem deserv- 
ing of greater punishment than the commander of a vessel 
himself is by law authorized to inflict of his own authority, 
"but not sufficient to require trial by general court-martial. 

Sec. 5. That summary courts-martial shall consist of three 
ofiicers not below the rank of passed midshipmen, and of 
some competent person to act as recorder.' Before proceed- 
ing to trial, the membei-s shall take the following oath or 
affirmation, which the recorder is hereby authorized to ad- 
minister: "You, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
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you will well and truly try, without prejudice or partiality, 
the case now pending, according to the evidence which shall 
be adduced, the laws for the government of the navy, and 
your own conscience. So help jou God." 

After which, the recorder of the court shall take the fol- 
lowing oath or affirmation, which the senior member of the 
court shall admini>ster : "You, A. B., do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that you will keep a true record of the evidence 
which may be given before this court, and of the proceed- 
ings thereof So help you _God." 

Sec. 6. That the commander of a ship shall have au- 
thority to order any officer under his command to act as 
the recorder of a summary court-martial. 

Sec. 7. That all testimony given before such court shall 
be given orally, on oath or affirmation, which the senior 
member of the court shall administer. 

That summary courts-martial may sentence petty officers 
and persons of inferior ratings to any one of the following 
punishments, viz : 

First. Discharge from the service with bad conduct dis- 
charge, but the sentence not to be carried into effect in a 
foreign country. 

Second. Solitary confinement in irons, single or double, 
on bread and water, or diminished rations, provided no such 
confinement shall exceed thirty days. 

Third. Solitary confinement in irons, single or double, 
not exceeding thirty days. 

Fourth. Solitary confinement not exceeding thirty days. 

Fifth. Confinement not exceeding two months. 

Sixth. Eeduction to next inferior rating. 

Seventh. Deprivation of liberty on shore on foreign sta- 
tion. 

Eighth. Extra police duties, and loss of pay, not to ex- 
ceed three months, may be added to any of the abovemen- 
tioned punishments. 

Sec. 8. That no sentence of a summary court-martial shall 
be carried into effect without the approval of the officer 
ordering the court ; who shall have power to remit, in part 
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or altogether, but not to commute any such sentence. And 
it shall be the duty of any such commanding officer to remit 
any part or the whole of any sentence by a summary court- 
martial, the execution of which would, in the opinion of 
the surgeon or senior medical officer on board, given in 
writing, produce serious injury to the health of the person 
sentenced ; or, in case he shall refuse to do so, it shall be his 
duty, Avithout delay, to submit the case again to the same or 
to another summary court-martial, which shall have power, 
upon the testimony already taken, to remit the former pun- 
ishment, and to assign some other of the authorized punish- 
ments in the place thereof. 

Sec. 9. That the proceedings of summary courts-martial 
shall be conducted with as much conciseness and precision 
as may be consistent with the ends of justice, and under 
such forms and rules as may be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Navy, with the approval of the President of the 
United States ; and all such proceedings shall be transmitted, 
in the usual mode, to the Navy Department. 

Sec. 10. That any punishments authorized by this act to 
be inflicted by a summary court-martial may likewise be 
inflicted by any general court-martial. 

Sec. 11. That any person who shall entice any seaman, 
ordinary seaman, landsman, or boy, who may have enlisted 
into the naval service of the United States, to desert there- 
from, or who shall conceal any person who may have so 
deserted, and shall refuse to deliver him up upon the order 
of his commanding officer, shall, upon legal conviction there- 
of, be fined at the discretion of the court, in any sum not 
exceeding three hundred dollars, or be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding one year. 

[^Approved, March 2, 1855. J 
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Chapter 175. — Approved, Marcli 3, 1855. — Vol. 10, p. 643. 

An Act making appropnaiions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
government for the year ending thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
six, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. To reimburse Commodore M. C. Perry, of the United 
States navy, tlie extraordinary expenses incurred by him on his 
recent mission to Japan, and as a consideration for his eminent 
public service in effecting a treaty of amity and commerce with 
that power, tvfenty thousand dollars, to be received in full of all 
expenses or other charges incurred by him on that mission. 

[Sec. 6. Ten acres of the land heretofore purchased by the 
United States for the purposes of the naval hospital at Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, set apart under the direction of the President for 
the use of the marine hospital of the district of Boston and 
Charlestown.] (a) 



Chapter 198.— Approved, Marcli 3, 1855. — Vol. 10, p. 675. 

An Act making appropriations for the naval service for the year ending the 
thirtieth of Jane, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six. 

Sec. 1. Provided, That the compensation of the chiefs 
of bureau of construction, equipment, and repair, and of 
medicine and surgery, be the same as now allowed to the 
other chiefs of bureaus of the navy department, (6) and that 
the deficiency be paid out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

That in lieu of two thousand dollars per annum, the 
maximum of compensation now allowed by law to navy 
agents, there shall be allowed two per centum commission 
on the first hundred thousand dollars, or under, disbursed 
by them ; and one per centum on every succeeding one 
hundred thousand dollars, or under, disbursed by them, 
until the compensation reaches the sum of three thousand 
dollars per annum, which amount shall be the maximum 
of compensation for said agents : Provided, That the com- 
pensation named herein shall be in lieu of all extra com- 
pensation for services of every nature and description, 

(a) See chap. 153, 12 June, 1858, see. 1. (6) $3,500 a year. 
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rendered by navy agents, by order of the navy department, 
from and after the passage of this act : And -provided further, 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed to reduce 
the salary to which any navy agent is entitled under exist- 
ing laws. 

That the purser of the navy at Washington, District of 
Columbia, shall, from and after the passage of this act, 
receive the same pay as is now allowed by law to the 
pursers at the navy yards at Boston, New York, Norfolk, 
and Pensacola: (a) Provided, That when pursers of the navy 
shall be appointed inspectors of provisions, clothing, and 
small stores, they shall, while so acting, receive the same 
compensation as the pursers of the navy yard to which they 
may be attached. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized to 
permit the Seavy's Island Bridge Company to connect with the 
navy yard at Kittery, Maine, a bridge extending thereto from said 
Seavy's Island, at such point thereon as he shall direct, and may 
permit a right of way through said yard from said bridge, in such 
direction and under such regulations as the commandant of the 
yard for the time being shall establish, under the authority of the 
navy department: Provided, [No expense be incurred by the 
United States; and may at any time be discontinued by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy.] 

[Sec. 3. The right of way granted to Jasper Strong, George 
Terrill, and their associates, for the construction of a railroad from 
the Perdido River to the waters of Pensacola Bay, &e. ; and at the 
terminus a wharf depot, not more than one acre in extent: Pro- 
vided, Approved by the navy department ; and not to use or 
destroy timber preserved for navy purposes, and prejudicial to the 
public interest, or public property.] 

[Sec. 4. Like privilege granted to James Herron, of Escambia 
county, and his associates, for the construction of a railroad from 
his steam saw and grist mills, on the Perdido River, through the 
government lands west of the navy yard, to the Bay of Pensacola.] 

Sec. 5. That the fifth section of the "Act making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year ending the thir- 
tieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-five," approved 
August fifth, eighteen hundred and fifty -four, (i) shall not 

(a) See chap. 206, 26 Aug. 1812, ante, p. 316; chap. 268, 5 Aug. 1854, ante, 
p. 387; and chap. Ill, 3 Mar. 1857, vol. xi, p. 243. 
(i) Chap. 268, ante, p. 388. 



Thiety-Third Congress, Second Session. 397 

be so construed as in any case to reduce the pay of the 
boatswains, carpenters, sailmakers, and gunners, of the 
navy, from the passage of said act. 

[Sec. 6. Six thousand dollars appropriated for continuing 
experiments in testing Lieutenant Rodman's plan of casting can- 
non hollow, so as to effect the cooling of the mass from the interior 
instead of the exterior.] 

Sec. 7. That the salary of the assistant astronomer at the 
National Observatory, shall hereafter be two thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

\^Approved, March 3, 1855. J 



Chapter 199.— Approved, March 3, 1855.— Vol. 10, p. 682. 

An Act to organize an institution for the insane of the army and navy, and 
of the District of Columbia, in the said district. 

1. Goveniment hospital for the insane. Its object. 2. Board of visitors 
Tlieir power and duties. 3. Superintendent. Salary. Duties. 4. Re- 
ception of insane on order of secretary, <!cc. 

Sec. 1. That the title of the institution shall be the Gov- 
ernment Hospital for the Insane, and its objects shall be the 
most humane care and enlightened curative treatment of the 
insane of the army and navy of the United States, and of 
the District of Columbia, (a) 

Sec. 2. That nine citizens of the District of Columbia, to 
be appointed by the President of the United States, shall 
constitute a board of visitors of the said hospital. The 
term of office of three of the nine visitors shall expire 
[the] thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and iifty- 
seven, and biennially thereafter on the same day of the 
year, when they shall be reappointed, or three other citi- 
zens appointed in their stead. The order in which the 
terms of office of the first nine appointees shall expire shall 
be determined by lot; and should any vacancy occur by 
death, resignation, or otherwise, such vacancy shall be filled 

{a) See chap. 36, 1857, Feb. 7, in addition hereto. See also chap. 228, 29 
Aug. 1842. 
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by appointment for the unexpired term of such visitor. 
The board of visitors, subject to the approval of the secre- 
tary of the interior, may make any needful by-laws for the 
government of themselves and of the superintendent, and 
his employees, and of the patients, not inconsistent with 
this act, nor with the constitution and laws of the United 
States ; they shall visit the hospital at stated periods, and 
exercise so careful a supervision over its expenditures and 
general operations, that the government and community 
may have confidence in the correctness of its management ; 
they shall make annually to the secretary of the interior a 
report for the preceding year ending June thirtieth, setting 
forth the condition and wants of the institution. The board 
shall elect one of their number president, who shall preside 
at their meetings for one year, or till a successor is elected. 
The office of visitor shall be honorary and without com- 
pensation. 

Sec. 3. That the chief executive officer of the institution 
shall be a superintendent, to be appointed by the secretary 
of the interior, and to receive a salary of two thousand five 
hiindred dollars per annum. The superintendent shall be 
a well-educated physician, possessing competent experience 
in the care and treatment of the insane ; he shall reside on 
the premises, and devote his whole time to the welfare of 
the institution : he shall, subject to the approval of the 
visitors, engage and discharge all needful and usual em- 
ployees in the care of the insane, and all laborers on the 
farm, and determine their wages and duties ; he shall be the 
responsible disbursing agent of the institution, and shall be 
ex-officio secretary of the board of visitors ; and he shall 
give bond for the faithful performance of his duties, in- such 
sum and with such securities as may be required by the 
secretary of the interior. 

Sec. 4. That the order of the secretary of war, and that 
of the secretary of the navy, shall authorize the superin- 
tendent to receive insane persons belonging to the army 
and navy, respectively, and keep them in custody till they 
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are cured, or removed by the same authority wMch ordered 
their reception. 

[Sec. 5. Residents of District of Cohimbia entitled to privi- 
leges of tlie hospital.] 

[Sec. 6. Private patients may be received.] 
'Approved, March 3, 1855.] 



Chapter 207.— Approved, March 3, 1855.— Vol. 10, p. 701. 

An Act in addition to certain acts granting bounty land to certain officers 
and soldiers who have been engaged in the military service of the United 
mtates. 

I. Additional grant of bounty lands to ."sailors, &a. Deserters, Ac, excepted 
2. Provision for widows and children. 3. Fourteen days services re- 
quired, except where claimant was in a battle. 4. "Warrants, &c., made 
assignable. 5. Where warrants may be located. 

Sec. 1. * * * and every officer, commissioned and non- 
commissioned seaman, ordinary seaman, flotilla-man, marine, 
clerk, and landsman in the navy, in any of the wars in which 
this country has been engaged since seventeen hundred and 
ninety, &g., shall be entitled to receive a certificate or war- 
rant from the department of the interior for one hundred 
and sixty acres of land ; and where any of those who have 
so been mustered into service and paid shall have received 
a certificate or warrant, he shall be entitled to a certificate 
or warrant for such quantity of land as will make, in the 
whole, with what he may have heretofore received, one 
hundred and sixty acres to each such person having served 
as aforesaid : Provided, The person so having been in ser- 
vice shall not receive said land warrant if it shall appear 
by the muster-rolls of his regiment or corps that he de- 
serted, or was honorably discharged from service. 

Sec. 2. That in case of the death of any person who, if 
living, would be entitled to a certificate or warrant as afore- 
said under this act, leaving a widow, or, if no widow, a 
minor child or children, such widow, or, if no widow, such 
minor child or children, shall be entitled to receive a cer- 
tificate or warrant for the same quantity of land that such 
deceased person would be entitled to receive under the 
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provisions of tliis act, if now living: Provided, That a subse- 
quent marriage shall not impair the right of any such widow 
to such warrant if she be a widow at the time of making 
her application : And provided further, That those shall be 
considered minors who are so at the time this act shall take 
effect. 

Sec. 3. That in no case shall any such certificate or war- 
rant be issued for any service less than fourteen days, except 
where the person shall actually have been engaged in bat- 
tle, and unless the party claiming such certificate or warrant 
shall establish his or her right thereto by record evidence 
of said service. 

Sec. 4. That said certificates or warrants may be assigned, 
transferred, and located by the warrantees, their assignees, 
or their heirs-at-law, according to the provisions of existing 
laws regulating the assignment, transfer, and location of 
bounty land warrants. 

Sec. 5. That no warrant issued under the provisions of 
this act shall be located on any public lands, except such as 
shall at the time be subject to sale at either the minimum 
or lower graduated prices. 

\_Approved, March Z, 1855. J (as) 



Eesoldtion 7.— Approved, Feb'y 3, 1855.— Vol. 10, p. 723. 

A Resolution respecting the Areiic expedition, commanded by passed 
assistant surgeon E. K. Kane. 

[The Secretary of the Navy authorized to provide and despatch 
a suitable naval or other steamer, and, if necessary, a tender, to the 
Arctic Seas, for the purpose of rescuing or affording relief to 
Passed Assistant Surgeon E. K. Kane, of the United States 
Navy, and the officers and men under his command : Provided, 
That such steamer and tender shall be officered and manned by 
volunteers from the navy and others who may declare their willing- 
ness to be so engaged.] 

(a) Sections 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 do not relate to the navy. 
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Chapter 73.— Approved, August 1, 1856.— Vol. 11, p. 29. 

An Act for ihe relief of the wi'iows and or]j/iatis of the officers, seamen, and 
marines, of the United States shop of war Albany, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. That for the purpose of fixing the time at which shall 
commence the pensions, under the existing laws, of the widows 
and orphan children of the officers, seamen, marines, and others, 
in the service, who were lost in the United States sloop of war 
Albany, as well as the time to which the pay of said officers, sea- 
men, marines, and others, in service, shall be allowed, the eighteenth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, shall be 
deemed and taken to be the day on which the said sloop of war 
Albany foundered at sea; and that, for the like purposes, the 
twenty-ninth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
five, shall be deemed and taken to be the day on which the United 
States brig Porpoise was lost in like manner. 

Sec. 2. That the widow, or child, or children, and in case there 
be no widow, or child, or children (as aforesaid), then the parent 
or parents, and if there are no parents, the brothers and sisters, 
of the ofiicers, seamen, marines, and others, in service, who were 
lost in said sloop of war Albany and brig Porpoise, including 
captain's clerk and assistant draughtsman, shall be entitled to and 
receive, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, a sum equal to twelve months' pay of their respective deceased 
relations aforesaid, in addition to the pay due to the said deceased 
at the date of the loss of said vessels respectively. 

Sec. 3. That the proper accounting ofiicers of the Treasury 
Department be, and hereby are, authorized and directed to settle 
the accounts of Nixon White, late purser in the navy, who was 
lost in the sloop of war Albany, with all his accounts and vouchers 
for expenditures and payments made by him, and with all the 
money, stores, and supplies, procured for the use of said vessel, 
and to allow him a credit for whatever sum appears- to be due from 
him on the books of the department. 

Sec. 4. That the pensions and payments made to the proper 
representatives (as provided for in this act) of Passed Midshipman 
William K. Bridge, who was in command as acting lieutenant of 
the brig Porpoise, when she was lost, and of the other passed 
midshipmen who were on board the Porpoise when she was lost, 
under orders from the Navy Department, as acting lieutenants as 
well as their pay from the time of their joining said vessel, shall be 
the same as though they were then duly commissioned and actually 
holding said rank of lieutenant. 

Sec. 5. That for the purpose of fixing the time to which the pay of 

Passed Midshipman William C. Smith shall be allowed, the first day 

of May, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one shall be deemed 

and taken to be the day on which the said Smith was lost at sea. 

26 
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Chapter 122.— Approved, Aug. 16, 1856.— Yol. 11, p. 44. 

An Act mailing ajypropriations for the naval service for the year ending the 
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. 

That each purser attached to a sloop of war, or other 
vessel smaller than a frigate, shall be authorized to appoint 
a clerk in lieu of the steward heretofore allowed, subject to 
the approval of the commanding officer of such vessel ; and 
stich clerk shall have the privileges allowed to the clerk of 
the commanding officer, and his yearly compensation shall 
be four hundred dollars and one- ration per day. (a) 



[By section 1, chapter 129, approved August 18, 1856, vol. 11, 
p. 85, officers of the late surveying and exploring expedition to 
the China seas and Bheering's Straits, who, under the orders of 
the Secretary of the Navy, performed the duties of grades higher 
than their own respectively, shall be entitled to receive, in lieu of 
the pay of their own grades, the pay of the grades whose duties 
they performed respectively, for and during the time they performed 
the same.] 

[By the 5th section of chapter 162, approved August 18, 
1856, vol. 11, p. 118, the pay of the marines in the service 
of the United States who compose the corps of musicians 
known as the "Marine Band," stationed at the navy yard in 
"Washington city, is increased at the rate of four dollars per 
month, commencing on the first of May last, and to continue 
as long (&) as they shall perform, by order of the Secretary 
of the Navy or other superior officer, on the Capitol grounds 
or the President's grounds.] 



Eesolution 1.— Approved, Aug. 28, 1856.— Yol. 11, p. 151. 

A Resohdion authorizing the purchase and restoration tn the British Gov- 
ernment of the ship "Resolute,'' late of the British Navy. 

Whereas it has become known to Congress that the ship 

(o) See see. 8, chap. 206, ante, p. 319. 

{b) Twenty-five members of this Band, under this section, now receive each 
$48 per annum, in addition to their former pay. 
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"Resolute," late of the navy of her Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, on service in the 
Arctic seas, in search of Sir John Franklin and the survivors of 
the expedition under his command, vs^as rescued and recovered in 
those seas by the officers and crew of the American whaleship, the 
"George Henry," after the "Resolute" had been necessarily aban- 
doned in the ice by her officers and crew, and after drifting still in 
the ice for more than one thousand miles from the place where so 
abandoned — and that the said ship "Resolute" having been 
brought to the United States by the salvors at great risk and 
peril, had been generously relinquished to them by her Majesty's 
government : Now, in token of the deep interest felt in the United 
States for the service in which her Majesty's said ship was engaged 
when thus necessarily abandoned, and of the sense entertained by 
Congress of the act of her Majesty's government in surrendering 
said ship to the salvors : — 

That the President of the United States be and he is hereby 
requested to cause the said ship " Resolute," with all her arma- 
ment, equipment, and the property on board when she arrived in 
the United States, and which has been preserved in good condi- 
tion, to be purchased of her present owners, and that he send the 
said ship with every thing pertaining to her as aforesaid, after 
being fully repaired and equipped at one of the navy yards of the 
United States, back to England under control of the Secretary of 
the Navy, with a request to her Majesty's government that the 
United States may be allowed to restore the said ship "Resolute" 
to her Majesty's service — and for the purchase of said ship and 
her appurtenances, as aforesaid, the sum of forty thousand dollars, 
or so much thereof as may be required, is hereby appropriated, to 
be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

\_Approved, August 28, 1856.] 



Eesolution 2.— Approved, Aug. 30, 1856. — Yol. 11, p. 151. 

A Resolution authorizing the acceptance of certain medals from foreign 
Governinents. 

Sec. 1. That Surgeon Thomas Williamson and Passed- Assist- 
ant Surgeon James F. Harrison, of the United States Navy, be 
and they are hereby authorized to accept the gold medals recently 
awarded to them by the Emperor of Prance. 

Sec. 2. That Lieutenant M. P. Maury, of the United States 
Navy, be and he is hereby authorized to accept the gold medals 
recently presented to him by the governments of Prussia and Hol- 
land, and the Republic of Bremen. 
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Eesolution 3.— Approved, Aug. 30, 1856.— Vol. 11, p. 152. 

A Resolution allowing Doctor E. K. Kane, and the ojficers associated with 
him in their late expedition to the Arctic seas, in search of Sir John 
Franklin, to accept such token of acknowledgment from the Government 
of Ch-eat Britain as it may please to present. 

Whereas, the President of the TJnited States has communicated 
to Congress a request from the Government of Great Britain that 
permission should be given by this Government allowing Doctor 
Elisha K. Kane, a Passed- Assistant Surgeon in the Navy of the 
United States, and the officers who were with him in his late ex- 
pedition to the Artie seas in search of Sir John Franklin, to 
accept from the Government of Great Britain some "token of 
thankfulness," and as a memorial of the sense entertained by that 
Government of "their arduous and generous services" in that 
behalf — 

That Congress hereby consents that Dr. Elisha K. Kane, of the 
Navy of the TJnited States, and such of the officers who were with 
him in the expedition aforesaid, as may yet remain in the service 
of the United States, may accept from the Government of Great 
Britain, such token of the character aforesaid as it may be the 
pleasure of that government to present to them. 



Chapter 12.— Approved, Jan. 16, 1857.— Vol. 11, p. 153. 

An Act to amend an Act entitled "An Act [a] to promote the efficiency of the 

Navy." 

1. Navy officers dropped, furloughed, or retired, may have a re-examination 
by a court of inquiry. Report by such court. Restoration of officers. 2. 
Numlier of officers may be increased. Proviso as to reducing the number 
hereafter. Rank of restored officers. Dropped oliicers may be placed on 
the retired or furlough list. 3. Officers not restored to have one year's 
pay. Transfers from the furlough to the reserved list. Reserved officers 
eligible to promotion. 4. Promotion of officers on the reserved list. Their 
pay and rank. 5. Flag officers. 6. Restored officers to draw their back 
pay. 

Sec. 1. That, -upon tlie written request, made within ninety- 
days after the passage hereof, or within thirty days after the 
return of any of&cer absent from the United States at the 
time of the passage of this act, provided he shall return 

(a) Chap. 127, 1856. See res. 3, 10 Mar. 1858, and res. 8 and 9, 11 May, 1868. 
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within one year after the passage of this act, by any officer 
of the navy who was dropped, furloughed, or retired, by the 
operation of the act of the twenty-eighth of February, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, entitled "An act to promote 
the efficiency of the navy," the Secretary of the Navy shall 
cause the physical, mental, professionstl, and moral fitness 
of such officer for the naval service, to be investigated by a 
court of inquiry, which shall be governed by the laws and 
regulations which now govern courts of inquiry ; and the 
said court shall in their finding report whether the said offi- 
cer, if he has been dropped from the rolls of the navy, 
ought to be restored, and, if restored, whether to the active 
list or the reserved list, and if to the latter, whether on leave 
of absence or furlough pay ; and in case the officer making 
the written request, as aforesaid, shall have been placed on 
the reserved list, then the court, in their finding, shall report 
whether the said officer ought to be restored to the active 
list, or, if not restored, whether he ought to remain on the 
retired list on leave of absence or furlough pay ; and the 
finding of the court shall, in all cases, be submitted to the 
President of the United States, and, if approved by him, in 
the case of a dropped officer, where restoration has been 
recommended, such officer may be nominated by the Presi- 
dent to the Senate for restoration to the service, according 
to the finding of the court as approved by him ; and in the 
case of a retired officer, the finding of the court, when ap- 
proved by the President, shall be conclusive ; and such 
officer shall be restored to the active list, to occupy that 
position and rank in the navy which he would have occupied 
had he not been retired under the action of the late naval 
board ; or he shall remain upon the retired list on leave of 
absence or furlough pay, according to the finding of the 
court, as approved by the President : Provided, That the 
officers so restored or placed on the reserved list, shall be 
appointed to their places, respectively, by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Sec. 2. That the operation of the present law limiting the 
number of officers of the navy shall be suspended so far as 
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to authorize the restoration, within one year from the pas- 
sage of this act, by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, of officers reserved or dropped 
under the operation of the act of the' twenty-eighth of 
February, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, entitled "An act 
to promote the efiiciency t)f the navy :" (a) Provided, That 
there shall be no further promotions or appointments in any 
grade, after said restorations shall have been made thereto, 
until such grade in the active service shall be reduced to 
the limit now prescribed by law. That when any such offi- 
cer shall be restored to the navy, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, the oiEcer so restored shall 
occupy that position and rank in the navy which he would 
have held had he not been retired, furloughed, or dropped, 
by the order of the President, on the report of the naval 
board: Provided, further, That any dropped officer who may 
be, in the opinion of said court, entitled to be placed on the 
retired or furloughed list, may be thus placed by the Presi- 
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Sec. 3. That officers who were dropped, as aforesaid, and 
who shall not be restored to the naval service within one 
year from the passage hereof, shall be entitled to receive 
one year's duty pay of their grades, respectively ; and the 
President shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, to transfer any officer from 
the furlough to the reserved pay list, and that so much of 
the act of February twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred 'and 
fifty -five, entitled "An act (6) to promote the efficiency of 
the navy," as renders reserved officers ineligible to promo- 
tion, be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 4. That reserved officers may be promoted on the 
reserved list, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, but no such promotion shall entitle them to any 
pay beyond that to which they were entitled when so re- 
served, nor shall they, by such promotion, take any higher 
rank than they would have taken had they been retained in 

(fl) Chap. 127. See chap. Ill, 3 Mar. 1857, sec. 8. 
(6) Chap. 127. 
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the active service of the navy ; and nothing in this act, or 
in the act to which this is an amendment, shall be so con- 
strued as to preclude officers on the reserved list from wear- 
ing the uniform of their grades respectively. 

Sec. 5. That captains in command of squadrons shall be 
denominated ilag officers. 

Sec. 6. That all officers who may be restored to active 
service, under the provisions of this act, shall be entitled to 
draw the same pay they were drawing at the time they were 
retired or dropped, for and during the time of such retire- 
ment or suspension from the active service aforesaid. 

[^Approved, January 16, 1851. J 



Chapter 25.— Approved, Jan. 28, 1857.— Vol. 11, p. 156. 

An Act autlwi'izing the establishing of a Navy Depot on Blythe Island, at 
Brunswick, on the coast of Georgia, and for other purposes. 

[The President authorized to purchase a site for a navy depot 
on Blythe Island, on the coast of Georgia, and to erect such 
buildings and make such improvements as may be necessary for 
the repair of United States vessels of war, and afford refuge 
therefor, and two hundred thousand dollars appropriated.] 



Chapter 36.— Approved, Feb'y 7, 1857.— Vol. 11, p. 157. 

An Act supplementary to an act (a) to organize an institution for the insane 
of the army and navy, and of the District of (hlumbia, in the said dis- 
trict, approved March third, eighteen hundred and fifty five. 

1. No insane person not charged with a breach of the peace, to be confined in 
the jail or penitentiary. 2. How admission to the asylum is to be ob- 
tained for insane persons, residents of the District of Columbia. 3. Police 
officers, &c., may assist in conveying insane persons there. Expenses. 
4. Admission of non-resident insane persons. 5. Insane persons charged 
with crime, admission of. 6. Insane criminals, admission of. 7. ITotice 
to be given of their return to sanity. 8. Admission of independent or pay 
patients. 9. Release of patients on giving bond. 

Sec. 1. That no insane person not charged with any 

(aj Chap. 199. 



408 Thirty-Fourth Congress, Third Session. 

breach of the peace shall ever hereafter be confined in the 
United States jail, or in the United States penitentiary, in 
this District. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior shall have 
power to grant his order for the admission into the govern- 
ment hospital for the insane, any insane person unable to 
support himself or herself and family, (or himself, or her- 
self, if he or she have no family,) under the visitation of 
insanity, who resided in the district at the time he or she 
became insane, and who is not charged with any breach of 
the peace, upon the certificate of any judge of the circuit 
or criminal court, or any justice of the peace of the district, 
stating that two respectable physicians appeared before said 
judge or justice and certified under oath, and under their 
hands, that they knew the party alleged to be insane, and 
that they believed him or her to be a fit subject for treat- 
ment in such hospital; also stating that two respectable 
householders, residents of the district, appeared before him 
and certified under oath, and under their hands, that they 
knew the party alleged to be insane and indigent, that he 
or she was a resident of the district at the time he or she 
was seized with the mental disorder under which he or she 
then labored, and that he or she was unable to pay his or 
her board and other expenses therein ; and the certificate 
of such physicians, and the certificate of such householders 
shall accompany the certificate of such judge or justice. 
The application of [to] the Secretary of the Interior for his 
order for the admission of said indigent insane person into 
the said hospital must be made within five days after the 
examination of the witnesses before the said judge or jus- 
tice of the peace, before such proceedings shall be had 
before such judge or justice. 

Sec. 3. That the order of the Secretary of the Interior, 
granted under the authority of the second section of this 
act, shall authorize any police officer or constable to assist 
in carrying such indigent insane person to the hospital, 
whenever such assistance is represented to be necessary 
by the person holding the order ; but all the expenses of 
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witnesses before said judge or justice of the peace, and of 
carrying such patient to the hospital, shall be borne by his 
or her friends, or by the local authorities of the District. 

Sec. 4. That any indigent insane person who did not 
reside in the district at the time he or she became insane, 
may in like manner as provided in the second section of 
this act, be admitted into the said hospital upon the appli- 
cation of the corporate authorities of the city of Washing- 
ton, or of Georgetown, and at the expense of either of the 
said cities during the continuance of said insane person 
therein, it being hereby designed to give the superintendent 
thereof aiithority to take charge of such insane person 
until the authorities aforesaid can discover who his or her 
friends are, or whence he or she came, with a view to the 
return of such person to such friends, or to the place of his 
or her residence, and thus relieve said corporate authorities 
of the expense and charge of said indigent insane non- 
resident. 

Sec. 5. That if any person, charged with crime, be found, 
in the court before which he or she is so charged, to be an 
insane person, such court shall certify the same to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, who may order such person to be 
confined in said hospital, and if he or she be not indigent, 
he or she and his or estate shall be charged with expenses 
of his or her support in said hospital. 

Sec. 6. That any person becoming insane during the con- 
tinuance of his or her sentence in the United States peni- 
tentiary, shall have the same privilege of treatment in the 
hospital during the continuance of his or her mental dis- 
order as is granted in section five to persons who escape the 
consequences of criminal acts by reason of insanity, unless 
it be the opinion, both of the physician to the penitentiary 
and the superintendent of the hospital, that such insane 
convict is so depraved and furious in his or her character 
as to render his or her custody in the hospital insecure, and 
his or her example pernicious. 

Sec. 7. That when any person confined in said hospital, 
charged with crime and subject to be tried therefor, or 



410 Thiety-Foueth Congress, Third Session. 

convicted of crime and undergoing sentence therefor, shall be 
restored to sanity, the superintendent of the hospital shall 
give notice thereof to the judge of the criminal court, and 
deliver him or her to said court in obedience to the proper 
precept. 

Sec. 8. That the independent or pay patients may be 
received into the hospital on the certificate of two respecta- 
ble physicians of the district, stating that they have person- 
ally examined the patient, and believe him or her to be 
insane at the time of giving the certificate, and a fit subject 
for treatment in the institution, accompanied by a written 
request for the admission from the nearest relatives, legal 
guardian, or friend of the patient, where he or she may 
remain until restored to reason: Provided, The friends of 
the patient comply with the regulations of the hospital in 
respect to payment of board, and in all other respects. The 
request for admission must be made within five days of the 
date of the certificate of insanity. 

Sec. 9. That if any person will give bond, with suflS.cient 
security, to be approved by the criminal court, or circuit 
court, or any judge thereof, in vacation, payable to the 
United States, with condition to restrain and take care of 
any independent or indigent insane person not charged 
with a breach of the peace, whether in the hospital or not, 
until the insane person is restored to sanity, such cotirt or 
judge thereof may, in its discretion, deliver such insane 
person to the party giving such bond. 

\_Approved, February 7, 1857.] 



Chapter 111.— Approved, March 3, 1857.— Yol. 11, p. 243. 

An Act maldng appropriations for the naval service for the year ending the 
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight. 

1. Number of men increased. Transportation to and from Panama. 3. Super- 
vision of tlie almanac. Pay. 4. Pay of Boatswains, Ac, on shore duty. 

Sec. 1. And the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to enlist eight thousand five hundred 
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men for tlie navy instead of seven thousand five hundred, 
and to expend so much of this amount as may, in his 
opinion, be necessary to transport oiBcers and men to and 
from Panama, to relieve the officers and crews of ships in 
the Pacific. 

Sec. 3. That hereafter it shall be lawful for the Secretary 
of the Navy to place the supervision of the compilation and 
publication of the Nautical Almanac in charge of any offi- 
cer or professor of mathematics of the navy of competent 
qualifications : (a) Provided, That such officer or professor, 
when so employed, shall receive no higher pay than the 
duty pay to which his grade shall entitle him. 

Sec. 4. That the acts making appropriations for the naval 
service of the fifth of August, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, {I) and of the third of March, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five, (c) shall be so construed as to allow to the boat- 
swains, gunners, sailmakers, and carpenters, of the navy, 
when on shore duty, the same per centage for sea service as 
is allowed to them when on sea duty. 

Sec. 5. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to cause to be constructed for the United States navy, 
at as early a day as practicable consistent with a due regard for 
economy and efficiency, five sloops of war, to be provided with 
screw propellers, and properly armed and equipped for service ; 
said vessels and machinery to be built by contract or in the 
government navy yards, as the Secretary of the Navy may think 
most advisable for the public interest ; and that there be, and is 
hereby, appropriated, to be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Navy for the purpose above specified, the sum of 
one million dollars, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec. 6. That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized to 
sell at public auction the wharf at the naval asylum at Philadel- 
phia, and also the plat of ground cut off from the asylum by 
Shippen street, if in his opinion a fair price can be obtained for it, 
the proceeds to be carried to the credit of the naval hospital fund, 
from which fund they were purchased. 

Sec. "7. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, 
directed to have prepared, and to report to Congress at its next 

(a) See chap. 268, 5 Aug. 1854, and chap. lOS, 3 Mar. 1849. 
(6) Chap. 268. 
(c) Chap. 198. 
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session (a) for its approval, a code of regulations for the govern- 
ment of the navy, which shall embrace such general orders and 
forms for the performance of all the necessary duties incumbent on 
the officers thereof, both ashore and afloat, including rules for the 
government of courts martial and courts of enquiry, as well as to 
establish the rank and precedence of each grade of officers in the 
line of promotion, and the relative rank and precedence ashore and 
afloat between them and non-combatants, and between officers and 
petty officers of all grades not in the line of promotion. 

Sec. 8. That the sum of seventy- one thousand dollars be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, (&) to be applied in carrying out the 
provisions of the third section of the act to amend an act entitled 
"An act to promote the efficiency of the navy," granting one year's 
duty pay to the dropped officers who shall not be restored to the 
navy; and that all of said dropped officers shall be entitled to 
receive the same forthwith ; and if restored to the navy the amount 
so received under this provision shall be deducted from the pay to 
which they will be entitled under the sixth section of the said act 
to amend the "act to promote the efficiency of the navy." (c) 

[Sec. 9. The ^Secretary of the Navy to cause to be extended 
and complete the exploration of the Parana and the tributaries of 
the Paraguay River : Provided, That the expense thereof shall 
not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars.] 

Sec. 10. That the Secretaries of War and of the Navy be 
authorized, under the direction of the President, to employ such 
officers of the army and navy as may be necessary for the purpose 
to make exploration and verification of the surveys already made 
of a ship canal near the Isthmus of Darien, to connect the waters 
of the Pacific and Atlantic by the Atrato and Turando rivers : 
Provided, That the expense shall not exceed twenty-five thousand 
dollars. 

[Sec. 11. For preparing, arranging, classifying, and labelling, 
the specimens of natural history brought home by the North 
Pacific exploring and surveying expedition, and for reporting the 
same to Congress, with the appropriate drawings and catalogues, 
fifteen thousand dollars appropriated.] 

Sec. 12, That the surviving officers of the navy of the Republic 
of Texas, who were duly commissioned as such at the time of 
annexation, shall be entitled to the pay of officers of the like 
grades, when waiting orders, in the navy of the United States, for 
five years from the time of said annexation, and a sum sufficient to 
make the payment is hereby appropriated out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That the aceept- 

(a) Time extended by proviso to chap. 153, see. 1, 1868. 

(b) Chap. 12, Jan. 16, 1867, ante, p. 401. 

(c) Chap. 12, Jan. 16, 1857, ante, p. 404. 
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ance of the provisions of this act, by any of the said officers shall 
be a full relinquishment and renunciation of all claim on his part 
to any further compensation on this behalf from the United States 
government, and to any position in the navy of the United 
States, (a) 

^Approved, March 3, 1857. J 



Chapter 114. — Approved, Marcli 3, 1857. — Yol. 11, p. 249. 

An Act to amend an Act entitled "An Act (6) to provide for the better 
organization of the Treasury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, trans- 
fer, and disbursement of the public revenue. 

1. Disbursing oflScers required to deposit ttieir moneys. How drawn out. 2. 
Custody of such deposits. Penalty. 3. All persons having public moneys 
required to deposit the same. Penalty. 

Sec. 1. That the act to provide for the better organization 
of the treasury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, trans- 
fer, and disbursement of the public revenue, approved 
August sixth, eighteen hundred and forty-six, be and the 
same is hereby so amended that each and every disbursing 
officer or agent of the United States, having any money of 
the United States entrusted to him for disbursement, shall 
be and he is hereby required to deposit the same with the 
Treasurer of the United States, or with some one of the 
assistant treasurers or public depositaries, and draw for the 
same only in favor of the persons to whom payment is to 
be made in pursuance of law and instructions ; except when 
payments are to be made in sums under twenty dollars, in 
which cases such disbursing agent may check in his own 
name, stating that it is to pay small claims. 

Sec. 2. That the Treasurer of the United States, assistant 
treasurers, and public depositaries shall safely keep all 
moneys deposited by any disbursing officer or disbursing 
agent of the United States, as well as any moneys deposited 
by any receiver, collector, or other person which shall be 

(a) See private aet 159, 12 June, 1S58, vol. xi, p. 107, where the amount due 
to a deceased Texan oflScer was paid to his widow. 
(6) Chap. 90, 6 Aug. 1846. 
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the moneys of or due or owing to the United States, and 
for a failure so to do shall be held guilty of the crime of 
embezzlement of said moneys, and subject to the punish- 
ment provided for embezzlement in the act to which this is 
an amendment. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be the duty of each and every per- 
son who shall have moneys of the United States in his 
hands or possession to pay the same to the treasurer, the 
assistant treasurer, or public depositary of the United 
States, and take his receipt for the same, in duplicate, and 
forward one of them forthwith to the Secretary of the trea- 
sury, and for a failure to make such deposit, when required 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, or any other department, 
or the accounting officers of the treasury, the person so fail- 
ing shall be held guilty of the crime of embezzlement, and 
subject to the punishment for that offence provided in the 
act to which this is an amendment. 

\_Approved, March 3, ISSt.J 



Eesolution 15. — Approved, Mar. 3, 1857.— Yol. 11, p. 255. 

Joint Resolution for the presentation of medals to Dr. Kane, his officers 

and men. 

That the Secretary of the Navy shall cause to be struck and 
presented to Dr. Kane, his officers and men, respectively, such ap- 
propriate medals as in the judgment of the said Secretary shall 
express the high estimation in which Congress hold their respec- 
tive merits and services. 



Eesolution 16. — Approved, Mar. 8, 1857. — Vol. 11, p. 255. 

A Resolution allowing Commander Henry J. Haristene, of the United States 
Navy, Lieutenant S. D. Trenchard, Master Morrison, and the petty 
officers and crew of the steamer "Vixen," to accept c&rtain tokens of 
acknowledgment from the government of Great Britain. 

Sec. 1. That Congress consents that Commander Henry J. 
Hartstene, of the United States navy, may accept from the gov- 
ernment of Great Britain a sword, which has been forwarded to 
the navy department by the said government, for presentation to 
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said Commander Hartstene, with the expression of a hope that he 
may be permitted to receive it as a memorial of the gratification 
which her majesty the Queen of Great Britain has received from 
the return of the "barque Resolute" of which said Hartstene was 
commander. 

Sec. 2. That Congress hereby also consents that Lieutenant S. 
D. Trenchard, and Master G. F. Morrison, of the United States 
steamer "Vixen" may each accept from the government of Great 
Britain a sword, which has been forwarded to the Navy Depart- 
ment by said government, for presentation to the said Trenchard 
and Morrison, as an acknowledgment by said government of Great 
Britain of the generous and effective services rendered by said 
Trenchard and Morrison, in rescuing the lives and property of 
certain of her Majesty's subjects from destruction ; and also, that 
the consent of Congress is hereby given for the acceptance by the 
petty officers and crew of the steamer "Vixen," of a sum of money, 
contributed by the Glasgow underwriters on the British barque 
"Adieu," as a mark of their gratitude for the services rendered by 
said officers and crew in rescuing the said barque from destruction. 

^Approved, March 3, 185T.] 



Chapter 25.— Approved, May 4, 1858.— Vol. 11, p. 269. 

An Act to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the so-vice of the 
fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight. 

Sec. 4. That, whenever hereafter contracts shall be made 
by the Secretary of War or the Secretary of the Navy by 
virtue of the sixth section of the act approved the first of 
May, eighteen hundred and twenty, entitled "An act (a) in 
addition to the several acts for the establishment and regu- 
lation of the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments," he 
shall, if Congress be in session at the time, promptly report 
to both Houses thereof the reasons for making such contract, 
stating fully all the facts and circumstances which, in his 
judgment, rendered such contract necessary; if Congress be 
not in session at the time of making such contract, he shall, 
at the commencement of their next session, make such 
report to both Houses, and no such contracts shall be made 
hereafter, except in cases of pressing exigency. 

(a) Chap. 52, ante, p. 245. 
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[By section 2, clia,pter 82, approved June 2, 1858, vol. 11, 
p. 308, it was enacted: That hereafter the estimates for the 
various executive departments shall designate not only the 
amount required to be appropriated for the next fiscal year, 
but also the amount of the outstandiag appropriation, if 
there be any, which will probably be required to be used 
for each particular item of expenditure.] (a) 



Chapter 143.— Approved, June 12, 1858.— Vol. 11, p. 314. 

An Act maldng appropriations for the naval service for the year ending 
the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine. 

1. Foreign hemp to be bonght only when supply of American fails ; if Ameri- 
can can be purchased at same price, 3. Boys between 11 and 17 years of 
age, with consent of parents, Ac. may be enlisted to serve in marine corps 
until 21. 5. Mode of naming steamships. 

Sec. 1. Provided, That there shall not be purchased any 
larger quantity of hemp of foreign growth for the use of the 
navy than shall be required to meet the deficiency in the 
supply of the American article, as reported to the Navy De- 
partment, from quarter to quarter, by the agents appointed 
to procure the article of American growth : Provided further, 
That hemp of American growth of like quality, can be 
purchased at the same price as hemp of foreign growth. (6) 

[The value of the land belonging to naval hospital, and ceded 
by section 6, chap. 1*75, 1855, to be ascertained and credited to 
the naval hospital fund.] 

Provided, That the employment of a meteorologist, under 
the contract of the Secretary of the Navy, shall cease on 
and after the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-nine. 

Provided, That the provisions of the seventh section of the 
naval appropriation bill approved March third, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-seven, (c) directing the Secretary of the Navy to have 

(a) See chap. 62, sec. 2, 1 May, 1820, ante, p. 245. 

(b) See res. 6, 11 Sept. 1841; res. 2, IS Feb. 1S43; chap. 11, .10 Mar. 1846; 
chap. 83, 3 Mar. 184:i; chap. 107, sec. 2, 17 June, 1844; res. 6, 9 May, 1848; 
chap. 80, 28 Sept. 1850; chap. 34, 3 Mar. 1851. 

(cj Chap. Ill, ante, p. 410. 
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prepared, and to report to Congress at this session for its approval, 
a code of regulations fort the government of the navy, and so forth, 
be extended to the next session of Congress. 

[The superintendent of public printing to transfer to the bureau 
of Ordnance and Hydrography the plates from which the illustra- 
tions and charts of the late Japan expedition were printed.] 

[Sec. 2. The clerks and messengers at the navy yard and 
marine barracks at Washington, to receive the compensa- 
tion authorized by the acts of April twenty-second, eighteen 
hundred and fifty -four, (a) and August fifth, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-four.J (b) 

Sec. 3. That it shall be lawful to enlist boys for the service 
in the United States marine corps, with the consent of their 
parents or guardians, not being under eleven nor over seven- 
teen years of age, to serve until they shall arrive at the age 
of twenty-one years ; the boys so enlisted to receive the same 
pay, rations, clothing, and so forth, now received by boys 
enlisted in said corps, under the authority of the Secretary 
of the Navy, (c) 

Sec. 5. That all the steamships of the navy of the United 
States now building, or hereafter to be built, shall be named 
by the Secretary of the Navy, under the direction of the 
President of the United States, according to the following 
rule, namely : All those of forty guns or more shall be con- 
sidered of the first class, and shall be called after the States 
of the Union ; those of twenty guns and under forty shall 
be considered as of the second class, and be called after the 
rivers and principal towns or cities ; and all those of less 
than twenty guns shall be the third class, and named by the 
Secretary of the Navy as the President may direct, care 
being taken that no two vessels in the navy shall bear the 
same name, {d) 

Sec. 6. That the Secretary of the Navy cause to be constructed, 
as speedily as may be consistent with the public interests, seven 
steam screw sloops of war, with full steam power, whose greatest 
draught of water shall not exceed fourteen feet, which ships shall 

(a) Chap. 52. 

(b) Chap. 268, ante, p. S87. 

(c) See chap. 21, 2 Mar. 1837, ante, p. 301, sec. 1. 
{d) See res. 7, 3 Mar. 1819, ante, p. 246. 

27 
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combine the heaviest armament and greatest speed compatible 
with their character and tonnage; and one side-wheel war steamer, 
v/hose greatest draught shall not exceed eight feet, armed and pro- 
vided for service in the China seas; and that there be, and is 
hereby, appropriated, to be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Navy, for the purpose above specified, the sum of 
twelve hundred thousand dollars, out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 
[Approved, June 12, 1858. J 



Resolution 3. — Approved, Mar. 10, 1858. — Vol. 11, p. 367. 

A Resolution to extend and define the authority of the President under the 
Act, approved January sixteen, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, entitled 
"An Act to amend an Act entitled 'An Act to promote the efficiency of the 
navy,' " in respect to dropped and retired naval officers. 

That in case where the records of the courts of inquiry appointed 
under the act of January sixteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
seven, (a) may render it advisable, in the opinion of the President 
of the United States, to restore to- the active or reserved list of the 
navy, or to transfer from furlough to leave of absence on the latter 
list, any officer who may have been dropped or retired by the 
operation of the act of February twenty-eight, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five, entitled "An act (6) to promote the efficiency of the 
Navy," he shall have authority, any existing law to the contrary 
notwithstanding, within six months from the passage of this resolu- 
tion (c) to nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to appoint such officer to the active or reserved list, 
and officers so nominated and confirmed shall occupy positions on 
the active and reserved lists, respectively, according to rank and 
seniority, when dropped or retired as aforesaid, and be entitled to 
all the benefits conferred by the act approved January sixteenth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, on officers restored, or transferred, 
to the active or reserved list under that act. 



Resolution 4.— Approved, Marcli 16, 1858— Vol. 11, p. 368. 

A Resolution to authorize certain officers and men, engaged in the search for 
Sir John Franklin, to receive certain medals presented to them by the gov- 
ernment of Oreat Britain. 

That the officers and men engaged in the several expeditions 

(a) Chap. 12, ante, p. 404. (6) Chap. 127. (c) Res. ^,post. p. 420. 
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which have been fitted out in the United States for the recovery 
of Sir John Pranlilin and his companions, be authorized to accept 
the medals recently transmitted to this government, for presenta- 
tion to them, by the government of Great Britain. 
[Approved, March 16, 1858.] 



Resolution 6.— Approved, April 7, 1858,— Vol. 11, p. 368. 

A Resolution authorizing Lieutenant Williajn N. Jeffers to accept a sword 
of honor from her Majesty the Queen of Spain. 

That the assent of Congress be, and the same is hereby, given, 
to allow Lieutenant William N. Jeffers, of the navy of the United 
States, to accept a sword of honor presented to him, through the 
Department of State, by her Majesty the Queen of Spain, "as an 
acknowledgment of the very efficient assistance which he gave, 
with the vessel under his command, to the Spanish schooner 
.Catagenera, in the waters of Parana," on the twenty-sixth, twenty- 
seventh, and twenty-eighth of October, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five. 



Resolution 8.— Approved, May 11, 1858.— Vol. 11, p. 369. 

A Resolution to extend the operation of the act, approved January sixteenth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, entitled "An act to amend an act enti- 
tled 'An act to promote the efficiency of the navy.' " 

That the operation of the act entitled "An act(a) to amend aa^ 
act entitled 'An act to promote the efl&ciency of the navy,'" limit- 
ing the restoration of officers in certain cases, be extended to the 
sixteenth day of April, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine : Provided; 
That the time within which examinations by courts of inquiry may 
be made, as provided by the first section of said act, shall not be 
extended except as to any case pending and undetermineZed before 
any court of inquiry under the act of the sixteenth January, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, at the expiration thereof; and 
excepting, also, the case of any officer who was absent from the 
country at the time of the passage of said act, and had not re- 
turned previous to the sixteenth of January, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-eight. And any such officer shall be entitled to all the pri- 
vileges conferred by said act, provided he applies for the benefit 
thereof at any time within sixty days after his return, 

(o) Chap. 12, ante, p. i04. 
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Eesolution 9. — Approved, May 11, 1858. — Vol. 11, p. 369. 

A Resolution to extend for a further term the provisions of the Joint Reso- 
lution a^-proved March tenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, in relation 
to certain dro2yped and retired officers of the navy. 

That the time limited by tlie joint resolution approved March 
tenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, entitled a " Joint Resolu- 
tion (ffl) to extend and define the authority of the President, under 
the act approved January sixteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
seven, entitled 'An act(&) to amend an act entitled "An act to 
promote the efficiency of the navy," in respect to dropped and re- 
tired naval olEcers,' " be, and hereby is, extended to the first day 
of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, in lieu of six months, 
as provided therein. 



Eesolution 10. — Approved, May 11, 1858. — Vol. 11, p. 369. 

A Resolution authorizing suitable acknowledgments to be made by the Presi- 
dent to the British naval authorities at Jamaica, for the relief extended 
to the officers and crew of the United States ship " Susguehannah," disabled 
by yellow fever. 

That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized and re- 
quested to cause suitable ackn6wledgments to be made on the part 
of this Government to Admiral Sir Howston Stewart, of her Bri- 
tannic Majesty's Navy, and the officers under his command, for 
their prompt and efficient aid, and generous hospitality, extended 
to the disabled officers and crew of the United States ship " Sus- 
quehannah," on her late arrival at Port Royal, in the island of 
Jamaica, with the yellow fever on board ; on which occa.sion, 
besides placing the navy hospital, with an adequate corps of medi- 
cal officers, nurses, and attendants, at their service, eighty-five of 
the sick officers and crew of the " Susquehannah" were safely and 
promptly conveyed on shore with the aid of the boats of the British 
squadron, and the lives of the greater portion of them thereby 
probably saved. And that the President be further requested to 
cause a gold medal, with appropriate devices, to be presented, on 
behalf of this Government, to Assistant-Surgeon Frederick A. 
Rose, of the British navy, who volunteered, with the permission 
of his commanding officer, to join the " Susquehannah," and, at 
imminent personal risk, devoted himself, on the voyage from Ja- 
maica to New York, to the care of the sick remaining on board. 

(a) No. 3, ante, p. 418. (J) Chap. 12, ante, p. 404. 
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And that the President cause suitable testimonials to be in like 
manner presented to the medical officers, in the British service, in 
attendance at the hospital, with appropriate rewards to the nurses 
and other attendants there, whilst occupied by the oificers and 
crew of the "Susquehannah."(ffl) 
[Approved, May 11, 1858.J 



Kesolution 15.— Approved, June 2, 1858.— Vol. 11, p. 370. 

A Resolution/or the adjustment of diffieuUies with the Republic of Paraguay. 

That for tlie purpose of adjusting the difi'erences between 
the United States and the republic of Paraguay, in connex- 
ion with the attack on the United States steamer Water 
Witch, and with other matters referred to in the annual 
message of the President, he be, and is hereby, authorized 
to adopt such measures and use such force as, in his judg- 
ment, may be necessary and advisable, in the event of a re- 
fusal of just satisfaction by the government of Paraguay, {h) 



EesolutiojST 20. — Approved, June 5, 1858. — Vol. 11, p. 371. 

Joint Resohdion authorizing Commander M. F. Maury in accept a gold 
medal awarded to him by the Emperor of Austria. 

That Commander M. F. Maury, of the United States navy, be, 
and he is. hereby, authorized to accept the great gold medal of the 
arts and sciences recently presented to him by his Majesty the 
Emperor of Austria. 

(a) $3,000 appropriated to carry this resolution into effect, by chap. 154, sec. 
1, 12 June, 1858, vol. xi, p. 325. 
(h) 610,000 appropriated hy sec. 4, chap. 153, 12 June, 1858, vol. xi, p. 319. 



422 Notes. 



The following acts are referred to in the notes to chap. 132, June 30th, 1834, 
at page 291, ante: 

Chapter 65. — Approved, February 17, 1857. — Vol. 11, p. 163. 

An Act to increase the pay of the officers of the army. 

Sec. 1. That, from and after the commencement of the present fiscal year, 
the pay of 6ach commissioned officer of the army, including military store- 
keepers, shall be increased twenty dollars per month, and the commutation 
price of officers' subsistence shall be thirty cents per ration. 



Chapter 247. — Approved, August 4, 1854. — Vol. 10, p. 575. 

An Act to increase the pay of the rank and file of the army and to encourage 
enlistments. 

Sec. 1. That the pay of the non-commissioned officers, musicians and pri- 
vates, of the army of the United States, shall be increased at the rate of four 
dollars per month, and to continue for the term of three years from and after 
the first of January next, and until otherwise fixed by law. 
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Abusing inhabitants on shore, punishment for 113, 132 

Absence, leave of 392 

Academy, naval (see Naval Academy.) 

Accounts of expenditures to be annually reported to Congress 171 

to be settled at the treasury department 218 

if not promptly settled, to be reported for suit 250 

to be rendered quarterly 260 

officers failing to render, to be dismissed 260 

falsely swearing to, declared perjury 261 

of marine service to be settled as in the army 80 

unsettled for 3 years, to be reported to Congress 172 

prompt settlement of, provided for 218, 261 

not to be re-opened after settlement 341 

not to be entertained after six years 341 

these last two provisions repealed 847 

Accountant of the navy, office of, established, 103; abolished 218 

duties and compensation of 103, 104 

to settle accounts of navy pension fund 152 

to keep distinct accounts of appropriations... 171 
shall settle any particular account, when 

directed by comptroller 172 

allowed $300 a year for settling navy 

pension accounts 211 

Acknowledgments, suitable to be made to British officers, &c., for 

aid to Susquehannah 420 

Adams, John, frigate, excepted from sale, and to be laid up 145 

to be repaired and commissioned 176 

Admirals, relative rank of 73 

Admiralty, board of, established, its powers, &o 74 

abolished 79 

proceedings, cost and expenses of 75 

Administrators of pensioners to receive balances duo 307 

Advances of public money, on contracts, forbidden 269 

to certain officers, authorized 260 

or loans of money to officers by pursers prohibited 318 

Advertising for naval supplies by contract (see co7itracis.) 

Africa, naval force to be employed on coast of 329 

Agent of the treasury, duties of 249, 275 

at navy yard, Washington 153, 282, 395 

of marines to be appointed, his salary 78 

appointed to draw and distribute prize money 213 
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PAGE 

Agents, permanent, appointment, number, and compensation of 172 

shall kecj) public moneys in bank, and make monthly returns.. 173 

for exploring timber lands 216, 255 

prize, no compensation to, till accounts are rendered 261 

disbursing, to prevent defalcation of 275 

on foreign stations to be nominated to the Senate..338 
Agencies, for purchase of hemp, to be established in Kentucky and 

Missouri 332 

Albany, provision for widows and orphans of officers, &c., lost in 401 

Algerine cruisers, protection of commerce, &c., against 205 

vessels, reward to captors of 213 

Allowance to inmates of asylum 176 

to brevet majors of marine cox-ps 285 

to captains, &c., of marines, o-f arrears of pay 293 

for servants, rent, fuel, &c., forbidden 299 

no extra, to clerks, &c., except by authority of law 315 

fo-r doing duties of another 315 

to officers, for performing duty of higher grade under 

orders 319, 338, 300 

no increased, to be made in any estimate or appropriation..378 
Almanac, nautical, a competent officer of navy assigned to prepara- 
tion of 369 

officer in charge of publishing, no extra pay to 387, 411 

any competent officer, or professor of mathematics, may 

be put in charge of publication of 411 

Amendments to the Constitution of the U. S 51 

Ammunition not to be wasted 112 

American manufactures, preference to be given to, in all contracts 374 

Anti-attrition metal, purchase of Babbit's 322. 

Apalachicola bay, survey of, &c 308 

Appeals from Colonial admiralty decisions 6S 

Appointment of commissioned officers 85, 87, 88 

warrant do 85,88 

petty do 85, 88 

in recess of Senate 91, 94, 101, 121, 173, 196, 223 

permanent agents 172 

engineers in the navy 323, 841 

pupils at naval schools, how to be appointed 302, 381 

Appropriations, to be particularly specified in warrants 171 

distinct accounts of, to be kept 171 

statements of, to be annually made to Congress 24R 

for one year, not to be transferred to another 247 

naval, how to be disbursed 104 

transfer of 171, 223, 247, 274, 281, 294, 307, 333 

transfers of, in Navy Department, all prohibitcd..o27, 381 

for arrearages 293 

for home squadron 809 
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Appropriations, for navy pension 307, 31.3, 354 

for Stevens' war steamer 312 

repeal of act authorizing transfers of 327, 381 

to build depot of charts and implements 323 

for examination of harbor of JVIemphis 330 

for survey of coast 331 

for preserving collections of exploring expedition 316 

for publishing accounts of discoveries of do 316 

for building four steamships, &c 355 

Armament, [including the building, equipping, and employing vessels.] 

four ships of 44, and two of 36 guns 85 

two frigates of 44, and one of 36 guns 87, 88 

twelve of not more than 22 guns 91 

acceptance of twelve, of suitable size, authorized, and 

certificates of stock to be given in payment tlierefor 97 

rates of vessels, authorized by former acts, fixed 97 

three ships, not less than 32 guns 103 

six ships of 74 guns, and six sloops of war 105 

increase of, and of men 106 

number of vessels to be retained on peace establishment... 145 

four vessels of 10 guns 150 

two vessels of 16 guns 151 

four 74's and six 44's 179 

six sloops 189 

twenty vessels of 16 guns 201 

barges, gunboats, vessels for flotilla service, and on the 

lakes, to be sold or laid up 203, 204 

authority to purchase twenty vessels, repealed 204 

nine 74's and twelve 44's 213 

five vessels of 12 guns 252 

ten sloops of war 272 

frigate to be purchased 272 

three schooners 278 

store ship and two small vessels 293 

articles of durable character to be provided 302 

steam vessels 305, 312, 355 

all the public vessels to be equipped, on contingency 305 

steam frigates, six to be built 387 

sloops of war, to be built 189, 272, 411, 417 

Army, staif of, to comply with certain requisitions of navy and 

marine corps 201 

Arrears, oflicers and agents in, pay of, to be stopped 275 

of pay allowed to captains and subalterns of marines 293 

stoppage of pay for, not to include pensions 300 

Arrest for debt, seamen and marines exempt from 102, 290 

officers when under charges and, to deliver up their swords 136 

Arsenals, burning buildings in, punishment for 265 

Arson, punishment of 131 
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Articles of war, to be hung up and read 108, 133 

contraband of war, not to be contracted for 353 

of durable character for armament, &c 302 

Assignment of wages and prize money, allowed 109, 134 

Assistant astronomer at National Observatory, pay of 385, 397 

Asylum, for disabled officers and seamen, to be provided 175 

Attorney General to examine titles of land purchased for navy yards. ..311 

District, shall assist in examination 311 

powers of, to bear date after passage of act making appro- 
priations 346 

Auditors of the treasury, appointment, duties, &c. of 219, 220 

Augmenting in United States the force of foreign ship, &c., pun- 
ishment for 228 

Authority of officers over crew, to continue after a vessel is lost... 114, 138 

B 

Babbit's anti-attrition metal, purchase of 322 

Bainbridge, Captain "W. and commissioned officers, medals voted to. ..190 

prize money to 189 

captivity in Tripoli 157 

Band, Marine, at Washington, extra pay of 402 

Barges, number to be built, and employed for harbor defence 191 

to be sold or laid up 203 

Barrataria, captures at 213 

Batteries, floating, to be built 194, 313, 381 

Battery, Colt's to be tested 327 

Battle, preparing for 110, 128 

Bheering Straits, officers engaged in exploration of, may receive 

higher pay 402 

Bids, all accepted or rejected to be annually reported to Congress 329 

for certain supplies, why they may be rejected 389 

how to be made 389 

Biddle, Captain .J. and commissioned officers, medals voted to 215 

Biscuit in navy ration may be substituted by bread, flour, or rice 321 

Bishop, iV. D., patent derrick, appropriation for purchase of 369 

Bhick Snake, capture of (British gun boat) 263 

Blakelcj', Captain J. and commissioned officers, medals voted to 207 

allowance to heirs of. ..211 

Block ship, at Niiw Orleans, to be completed and preserved 214 

Blue Book, duty of secretary of the navy in relation to 275 

Blythe Island, naval depot to be established on 407 

Boatswains, appointment of 85, 88, 156 

pay of 86, 89, 198, 298, 319, 3-32, 388, 411 

not included in limitation of naval force 352 

Boilers, copper and iron, relative strength of 331 

Bonds ^0 be given by owners of vessels clearing for coast of Africa 230 

by pursers 173, 177, 218 

President authorized to regulate and increase 248 
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Bonds not impaired by dismissal of officers 260 

Books, records, &c. of navy department, may be certified under seal... 368 

Boston, frigate 145, 177 

first clerk of commandant at, pay of 380 

Bounty, on cannon and prisoners captured 116, 140 

on enlistmen of seamen 198, 301i 

on negroes deliYered to marshals 243 

for captures 72, 115, 116, 1.39, 257, 258 

on re-enlisting after honorable discharge 392 

land to officers, &c. in the navy 399 

"warrants, where may be located 400 

made assignable 400 

14 days service required to obtain 400 

Boys, proportion of, permitted in public vessels 98, 150 

enlistment of 98, 301 

act authorizing, construed 339 

in marine corps, until 21 416 

Boxer, (British sloop) 200 

Bread may be substituted for biscuit in navy ration 321 

Brevet, rank conferred upon marine officers 292 

for 10 years service repealed. ..291 

brigadier general by, not to be paid as such 348 

Bridge, W. Ji., late passed-midshipman, pension to heirs of. 401 

at navy yard, Brooklyn, authority to erect and maintain 1.54 

British officers and men, medals voted to for rescue of brig Somers 356 

acknowledgment for aid to officers and crew of Sus- 

quehannah 420 

Brown, Uriah, trial of his shot proof ship, &c 354 

Brooks, Capt. John, silver medal to nearest relative of. 199 

Brooklyn, dry dock, &c. at 312 

Bureaus of navy department, created 325 

officers of, their duty and compensation. ..326 

chief of, of Construction, when a captain, how to be paid 365 

of Provisions, &c. to be filled by a purser of 10 years.. 365 

Burning public property, punishment for 112, 131, 265, 266, 268 

Burrows, Lieut. AV., and commissioned officers, medals voted to 200 

Butter for navy, not to be contracted for 352 



c 

Caldwell, Lieut. James K., condolence for loss of 155 

Caledonia, capture of brig 191 

California, extra pay for service in 379 

pay of pursers in 370 

navy yard, &c. to be established in 381 

dry dock in, superintendent of to be appointed 381 

Campbell, Ethan, ^inventions of, in steam boilers, to be tried 327 
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Cannon, hollow, Lieut. Eodman's plan of casting to be tested 397 

Captors of Algerine vessels rewarded ; 213 

Captains, appointment of 85, 88 

relative rank of 73 

pay of 86, 89, 105, 295 

number to be retained in service 146, 156 

to act as commissioners of navy board 202 

when chief of Bureau of Construction, pay of 365 

in command of squadrons to be called flag officers 407 

Captures, bounty for 72 

to be tried where prizes are carried in 66 

prize money or bounty for 115 

of Tripolitan corsair 148 

Captured vessels to belong to the United States 115, 270 

Carmick, Iilajor, sense of Congress for conduct at battle of N. Orleans..208 

Carpenters, appointment of. 85, 88, 156 

pay of 86, 89, 198, 298, 319, 352, 888, 411 

number of, not to be limited 852 

Causin, Lieut. S. and commissioned officers, medals voted to 206 

Cedar (see Tiniber.) 

Certificates of protection, penalty for forgery of 188 

Champlain, vessels captured on Lake, to be sold and distributed as 

prize money 204 

Chaplains, appointment of 85, 88, 156 

pay of 86, 89, 198, 296, 380 

to perform divine service 107, 126 

Charges, to be exhibited in writing to the ])roper officer 135 

copies of, to be furnished to the party accused 136 

Charlestown, naval hospital to be erected at 282 

Charleston, S. C, survey of harbor of, authorized 263 

Charts of exploring expedition to be published 316 

and instruments, depot for to be built 323 

Cheese for navy, not to be contracted for 352 

Chesapeake, frigate, excepted from sale 145 

to be repaired 176 

Chief engineers in navy, how appointed 323 

of bureau of construction, when a captain, pay of 365 

shall be a "skilful naval constructor" 385 

Children, pensions to 180, 194, 222, 224, 237, 262, 275, 281, 292, 

303, 309, 335, 364 
extra pay allowed for loss of fathers [see widows.) 

Chili, salary of officers of astronomical expedition to 377, 385 

China seas, officers of exploration in, paj' of. 402 

Citizen, five years residence required to become a 188 

continuous residence not required 188 

Civil offices and employments may be discharged by gunners 348 

Claims, barred by six years limitation 341 

Clark, John, midshipman, sword to relatives of 200 
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Claxton, Thomas, Jr., sword to relatives of 199 

Clerks and messenger at navy yard and barracks in Y\'ashington, 

pay of 417 

of Navy Department 92 

under special acts, how to be paid 345 

of yards and commandants, pay of 298, 348, 380, 386 

of commanders of squadrons, captains', «&c 298 

Clock, magnetic, Dr. Locke's, to be tried in National Observatory 309 

Clothing, Bureau of Provision and, established 325 

purchases of to be made with public money 317 

to be furnished by contract 328 

"for the navy," proceeds of sales of condemned, to revert 

to same appropriation 352 

transfers from appropriation for, not al- 
lowed 352 

Coast, survey of 158, 224, 283, 331 

ofScers of army and navy to be employed on 336 

public vessels to cruise on the 170, 175, 304 

of Florida, survey of 203, 369 

Coal-heavers, employment of, authorized 324 

pensions extended to 364 

pay of, to be regulated by President of U. S 324, 353 

prize money to 324 

depots of, to bo established 325, 378 

Collectors to transmit journals of wounds, privateers, &c 184 

to detain vessels built for warlike purposes 231 

Collins, E. K., proposals for mails from N. Y. to Liverpool accepted.. .355 

contract for mails with, postponed 371 

Colors, flags, &c., all to be preserved 197 

Colt's submarine battery, to be tested 327 

Columbia, Bank of, in relation to stock owned by pension fund 292 

Commanders-in-chief, rights, privileges, and duties of 114, 115, 116, 

117, 139, 140, 407 

Commanders, of all ships or vessels, duties of 107, 110, 125, 127, 131, 

132, 143, 242, 243, 244 

or masters commandant, number authorized 156 

relative rank of. 73 

pay of 105, 295 

title of, changed 302 

to enter names of wounded 

on a journal 185 

Commandant, lieutenant colonel, of marines 125 

Commanding officer of the navy, 16 rations per day allowed to 105 

Commerce of U. S., protection to. ..95, 97, 98, 205, 239, 259, 480, 485, 487 

against piracy 258 

illicit, with Prench republic, to prevent 105 

Commission to serve foreign prince, not be held by a citizen of XJ. S...226 
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Commiasions of ofBcers, form of. 70, 71, 76 

Commissioners of the navy, board of, appointment, powers and duties 202 

special duties assigned to 281 

abolished 325 

Commissioner of pensions, duties and salary of 306 

the navy pension fund 117, 141, 152, 284 

privateer pension fund 183 

navy hospital fund 175, 284 

public buildings to convert Washington jail into an 

asylum 320 

Committee, marine, powers of 72 

Commutation, price of navy ration (note) 376 

spirit part of ration 351, 360 

of rations not allowed, except the spirit part of it 376 

same repealed 380 

Compensation [see pay.) 

of disbursing officers 173, 261 

Complaints, how to be made known 110 

Complements, of ofBcers for frigates, 85, 88; for 74's and frigates 179 

seamen for sis frigates 145 

Comptroller of the treasury, duty of, respecting navy pension fund 152 

miay direct accountant to audit any 

particular account 172 

shall report balances, unsettled three 

years 172, 221 

appointment, duties, and salary of 

second 219, 220, 221 

shall report officers who fail to settle 

accounts 221 

Condemned naval stores, proceeds of, how disposed of : 333 

Condensers, to be examined and reported upon 374 

may be applied to steamers 380 

Condolence and praise to Midshipman Jas. Jarvis 145 

for loss of Capt. Ed. Somers, Lieuts. H. Wadsworth 

and others 155 

Lieut. John Brooks and Midshipmen H. Laub 

and Th. Claxton, Jr 199 

Lieut. Burrows and Midshipman John Clark. ..200 

Capt. Lawrence 200 

Lieuts. P. Gamble and J. Stansbury 206 

Congress, members of, not to be interested in contracts 168, 169 

frigate, excepted from sale 145 

rebuilding of 294 

Constellation, frigate 88, 144, 145, 176 

Constitution of the United States 33 to 48 

amendments to 51 

index to 55 
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Constitution, frigate 88, 145, 188, 190, 212, 214 

capture and detention of ship Niger by 120 

Consuls, to retain two per cent, on sales of prizes, for privateer 

pension fund 178 

may object to employment of foreign seamen 186 

commanding officers of navy to act as 339 

Construction, Equipment and Eepair, Bureau of. 325 

Constructors, Naval, allowed for travel, when ordered to duty, &c 342 

Contempt of courts martial, punishment for 114, 136 

Contingent expenses, annual statement of, to be rendered 174, 300 

Contraband, articles, of war not to be contracted for 353 

Contracts, how to he made 104, 173, 329, 343, 415 

to be deposited in office of comptroller 104 

annual statements of, to be rendered 169, 173 

for building frigates, may be made 189 

not to he made, except under a law or adequate appro- 
priation 247 

advances of money on, proliibited 259 

remission of forfeitures on, authorized 285 

members of congress not to be interested in 168 

penalties therefor 168 

10 per cent, reservation on, to he relinquished 338 

for publishing account of exploring expedition to he made..316 

sureties under, liable for failure of contractor 329 

not to he made out of the United States 342 

for transportation of materials required 328 

not to be made for articles contraband of war, for butter 

and cheese 352 

maybe advertised in a third paper in city of Washington. ..343 

not entered into in due time, forfeited 349 

bidders for, failing to bond, responsible for damage 348 

may be made for more than a year 353 

for foreign mail transportation, not assignable 358 

already assigned, not to be disturbed 358 

tobacco for navy, exempted from 361 

for hemp to be made, for five years 367, 374 

for mails with E. K. Collins, postponed 371 

in all, preference to be given to American manufactures 374 

to he promptly reported to congress 418 

not to be made except in cases of pressing exigency 415 

Convoy, duties of officers of 112, 131 

Co-operation of army with navy 201 

Co-partners of a firm not to be received as sureties for each other 

on contracts 389 

Copper and iron boilers, relative strength of. 331 

Corn meal, prepared by J. K. Staflbrd, to be tried 359 

Courts, district and circuit, cognizance of. 144 

of inquiry, how organized 137, 138 
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Courts martial, when and by whom to be ordered 108, 134 

duties and powers of. 113, 135, 137 

how composed 113, 134 

for loss of vessel 114, 138 

proceedings to be sent to congress 79 

sentence of. 114, 136, 137 

summary, may sentence petty officers, &c., and 

degrees of punishment 393 

sentence of, to be approved by officer 

ordering the court 393 

who shall remit but not commute 394 

how it may be commuted 394 

how to be conducted 394 

punishment by, may also be inflicted by 

general court martial 394 

Cowardice, punishment for 110, 112, 126 

Crews, of vessels, complement of 85, 88, 91 

when paid off, an officer to attend 133 

Crimes, punishment of. .,...112, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 1-34, 264 

Cruelty, punishment for 126 

Cyane and Levant, capture of 214 

D 

Daken, Samuel D., contract to be made with, for dry dock 359 

Damages, &c. to be paid for capture and detention of ship Siger 120 

Dartmour prison, prisoners disabled there to be pensioned 208 

Deaths on board ship, to be noted and reported 108, 109, 132 

Debt, seamen and marines exempted from arrest for 102, 290 

Decatur, Captain Stephen, sword voted to 154 

prize money awarded to 213 

Lieut. James, condolence for loss of 155 

De Kay, Captain Geo. C, Macedonian assigned to, to carr\' food to 

Ireland and Scotland 356 

Deceased persons, etfects of, to be secured 110, 132 

Defalcations, to prevent 173, 260, 275, 355 

Defences of ports and harbors, barges to be built for 191 

hulks to be sunk 191 

floating batteries 194 

territory of theU. S,, extraordinary powers granted for. ..305 

Department of war, duties of secretary, respecting naval affairs 82 

transferred to secretary of 

the navy 92 

of the navy established, duties of the secretary 92 

board of navy commissioners added, and 

their duties 202 
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Depots, naval, surveys for, to be made at sundry places 263 

authorized 271, 359, 378, 407 

for charts and instruments, authorized 323 

for coal and other fuel, authorized 325, 378 

Derrick, Bishop's patent, to be purchased 869 

Deserting station in battle, punishment tpT ; 110, 126 

Desertions of seamen to be noted and reported 108, 132 

punishment for 112, 113, 129 

aiding in, punishment for 394 

Detention of persons after expiration of term in navy, not to exceed 

30 days after arrival in port 339 

Detroit, brig, for capture of 191 

Dey of Algiers, prize money forcapture of Ms vessels 213 

Disabilities [see pensions.) 

Discharge of commissioned or warrant officers, by commanding 

officers, forbidden 108, 133 

officers by the President authorized 146 

supernumerary officers of the marine corps 223 

Discipline, enforcement of 108, 138 

Disobedience, punishment for 113, 127, 129 

Distribution of prize money 115, 116; 117, 119, 162, 371, 372 

U. S. Laws, Lit-tle & Brown's 346 

Divine service, performance of 107, 126 

Docks, to be erected and appropriations for. ..106, 189, 274, 299, 312, 352, 

359, 395 

punishment for burning buildings in 264 

surveys to be made for, at sundry places 273 

Dolphin, brig, authority for building 293 

Dorsey, Midshipman John Sword, condolence for loss of. 155 

Drunkenness, punishment for 108, 126 

Duncan, Lieut. Silas, sense of congress for gallant conduct of. 273 

Duties, remitted on monument in memory of officers who fell at 

Tripoli 167 

sword presented to Commodore Macdonough 257 

of higher grade, performance of, no pay allowed for 319 
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Easton, Thomas M., inventions of, to be tried 327 

Efficiency of the navy, an act to promote 390 

same amended 404 

extended „.418, 419 

Elliott, Capt. J. D., and commissioned officers, medals voted to 199 

prize money to 191 

sword voted to 190- 

Embezzlement of public stores, forbidden 112, 131 

punishment for 386' 

28 
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Emolument of brevet officers 291, 348 

Enemies, punishment for holding intercourse with Ill, 128 

supplying 112 

Engineer-in-chief, appointment of, his salary and duties 323, 343 

Engineers, chief and assistants, to be appointed, pay and how gov- 
erned 323 

to be nominated to the Senate 343 

pay of 323, 371 

pensions, extended to " 3B,4 

assistant, absent, not to be prejudiced thereby .377 

examination of assistant 377 

Enlistment of seamen .' 90, 91, 170, 255, 301 

marines 90, 91, 101, 174, 288, 290 

boys 98, 301, 401 

Enlisting, in TJ. S. for foreign service, punishment for 225 

Enterprize, schooner 148, 200 

Epervier, capture of 207, 222 

Equipment, Bureau of Construction, Kopair and, established 325 

Erie, sloop of war, indemnity for her illegal act' at St. Bartholomew. ..287 

Lake, vessels captured on to be paid for 197 

Essex, frigate 145, 170 

Establishment, navy, peace 145, 153, 156, 167, 311, 331 

naval, origin of 65 

of war department (embracing navy) 82 

of navy department 92 

Estimates, how to be submitted 336 

for appropriations, what they shall designate 416 

to be prepared by navy commissioners 203 

Evidence, punishment for refusing to give, before court 114 

before a court-martial, to be on oath 135 

Examination of medical officers 276, 299 

of assistant engineers 377 

Examiners, board of thrpe to test invention, to prevent explosions of 

steam boilers 331 

Executors of pensioners, to receive amount due 307 

Expedition, military, for raising against foreign State at peace with 

the United States, punishment for 229 

Expenditures, estimates of, how to be made 315, 416 

surplus may bo applied 315 

annual accounts of, to be rendered. ..171, 246, 274, 300, 307 

accounts of, to be settled within the year 221 

Experiments to test improvements, ordnance, construction of 

steamers, &o., authorized 810, 327 

with torpedo, authorized 175 

Exploring expedition to South Seas, authorized 300 

appropriation for 300 

results to be published and collections de- 
posited in the Patent office 316 
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Exploring expedition, narrative of, how to be distributed... 344 

37 copies to be deposited in 

Library of Congress 850 

one copy of same to be presented to Florida 350 

to every new State entering the Union..350 

to Oregon and Minnesota 344 

of North Pacific, appropriation for arranging 

collection of 412 

an act for the relief of officers of 368 

Lieut. Ringgold paid for scientific services in. ...368 
Extortion, punishment for 269 



Polony, certain crimes declared to be - 265 

Fencibles, sea, corps of, authorized 192 

abolished _- 204 

Pines, imposed on officers, seamen, &c., to go to tbe hospital fund 175 

Pire liquid, U. Brown's to be tested _ 354 

Piremen, appointed, and pay of 824, 353 

and coal heavers, pay of 324, 353 

to be fixed by tke President 353 

pensions to _ 364 

prize money to 324 

"Pirst Clerk to Commandant" at Norfolk, New York and Boston, 

pay of -. 380 

Pish, to be caught when convenient, and distributed among the crew..l09 

Pishing tackle, to be provided 109 

Pitting out, arming, or aiding or abetting, any ship or vessel, 

for foreign service, punishnaent for 227 

for hostilities on United States citizens 228 

Flag of the United States, alteration of 82, 224 

officers, who are denominated 407 

Flags, taken from the enemy, to be collected and preserved 197 

Fleet surgeon, appointment and pay of... 276, 296 

Floating batteries, one or more authorized 194, 313, 881 

Flogging, for certain offences 107, 125 

in the navy, to be reported for 1846 and 1847 360 

abolished 374 

Florida, survey of coast ef for 'naval depot 263, 271 

Flotilla service, officers to be employed in 196 

discharged, allowed 4 months' pay 203 

Flour may be substituted for biscuit in navy ration 821 

prepared by J. E. Stafford, to be tested 359 

the best, for keeping, to be procured .-..889 
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PAGE 

Forbes, 11. B., Jamestown, assigned to, for taking food to Ireland 

and Scotland 356 

Porce, naval, limited to 750. except commissioned officers 837, 341 

to be reduced after Mexican war 348 

to be employed in removing steamer Missouri 375 

land and naval, may be u.sed against England 177 

in insurrections 166 

in violation of neutral- 
ity act 230, 252 

in adjusting ditferences with Paraguay..421 

Foreign seamen to be employed, in certain cases 187 

Forfeitures, ships or vessels fitted out for the slave trade 84, 148, 150, 

159, 160, 161 
$2,000 by each person fitting out vessels for slave trade.... 84 
for taking Africans on board vessels, to be sold as 

slaves 84, 160 

of armed vessels, brought into the U. S. in pursuance 

of certain act 96 

not to extend to property of citizens of the IT. S 96 

of prize money, for stealing 110 

recovery and distribution of 143, 149, 150, 160, 161, 187, 

217, 280 

$1,000 on each negro imported into the U. S 149 

$1,000 for unlawfully employing seamen in public vessels..l86 
$500 for unlawfully employing seamen in merchant vessels.187 
suits for the recovery of, Jo be commenced within three 

years 188 

for cutting or removing timber 216, 280 

remission or mitigation of. 280 

of vessels engaged in piracy 240 

of certain contracts to be released 285 

sureties under contracts, liable to 329 

for enticing a person to desert, or harboring deserters 394 

Forgery, punishment for 269 

Fort Severn, appropriation to buy land for Naval School at 354 

Franklin, Sir John, search for, authorized 376 

extra pay to officers & men engaged in..417 

medals to same 379 

Franking, privilege granted to the Secretary of the Navy 95 

Accountant of the Navy 103 

Commissioners of the Navy 208 

Comptrollers and Auditors 221 

Commissioner of Pensions 306 

Chiefs of Bureaus 326 

Fraud, punishment for 126, 130 

French armed vessels, to be captured 94 

seamen, pensions to, killed and wounded at Toulon 289 

officers and men, medals to certain, for rescue of brig Somers...356 
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PAGE 

Frolic, capture of British sloop 189 

Puel, for stations or yards, the best adapted to be purchased 375 

Furlough, no officer to be placed on, but at his own request 298 

repealed 343, 391 

pay of officers on 298 



G 

Gallies, procuring and employing of authorized 87, 93 

officers and men of, to receive same pay as in the navy 87, 98 

Gamble, Lieutenant Peter, silver medal voted to 206 

General Green, frigate 145, 177 

"General orders," certain, made laws 388 

George's Bank, survey of 491 

Gibbon, Lieutenant F. S., pay.for exploration of Amazon „ 385 

Gilbert, John S., contract with for dry dock, &c 359 

Gold, may be received on board public vessels 112, 131 

Government of the navy 107, 125 

Grade, no pay for performing duties of higher 337 

Grades of officers not to be increased 312 

Gradual increase of the navy 314, 339 

improvement of navy 287 

Grampus, widows and children of officers and crew of schooner 399 

Great Britain, declaz-ation of war against 177 

Greenwich, meridian of, adopted for nautical purposes 374 

Gregory, Lieutenant F. H., rewarded for capture of British gun- 
boat Black Snake 262 

Grinnell, Henry, two vessels received from, for search of Sir John 

Franklin 375 

Groceries, &c., purchase of 317 

Guerriere, frigate, capture of 188, 190, 257 

Gunboats, building and employment of, authorized 151, 154, 157, 167 

to belaid up 177 

sale of, authorized 189, 204 

Gunners, appointment of 85, 88, 156 

pay of 86, 89, 198, 298, 388, 411 

number of, not limited _ 352 

Gun powder, purchase -of 342 



H 

Harbors, barges to be "built for defence of. 191 

hulks to be sunk for defence of 191 

of Charleston, S. C, and St. Mary's, survey of 263 

defence of, by Brown's liquid fire, &c 354 
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PAGE 

Harrison, passed assistant surgeon James P., medal to, from France ....403 

Hartstene, Commander H. J., sword to, from England 414 

Hemp, purchase of domestic, water rotted 310 

water rotted, agencies for purchase of S32, 337 

American water rotted,- contract to purchase 328, 337, 345, 367 

374, 377 

purchase of foreign, prohibited 337 

except when American sup- 
ply of, fails 416 

Henley, Captain E., and commissioned officers, medals voted to...i 206 

Herndon, Lieutenant W. L., pay for exploration of Amazon 385 

Herron, James, right of way for a railroad granted to 396 

Home squadron authorized 304, 309 

"Honorable discharge," to seamen entitled to it 392 

Hornet, officers and cvew of, prize money distributed to 191, 208 

capture of Penguin by _ 208, 215 

Peacock by 200 

six months pay, to legal representatives of officers and crew. ..277 

Hospitals, naval, establishment of, authorized 120, 175, 282, 284 

appointment and duties of commissioners 176, 284 

lules aad regulations for _ ,.176, 276, 284 

fines on officers, seamen, &e _ 175 

constructiMi of, authorized ,.._ .282 

duties of commissioners assigned to Secretary of 

tlieNavy _ 284 

accounts to be kept, and reports made to Congress. ...284 

at Charlestown, Brooklya, and Pensacola 28S 

20 cents per month to be deducted from seamen 

for support of 121 

officers and seamen to- have benefits of- 121, 176 

fund, appropriation for 284 

Hospitals, naval, at Chelsea, land belonging to, set apart for a ma- 
rine hospital 39& 

value of same to- be credited tO' 

naval hospital fund 416 

for insane, for army and navy, near "Washington 320, 397 

supplemental act c&ncerning..407 

Hulks, lobe sunk for defence of ports and harbors- 191 

Hull, Captain I. and commissioned officers, medals voted to..._ _190 

prize money for _ 188 

Hunter's, Lieutenant, iron steamer. - „ 335 

Hydrography, Bureau of Ordnance and, created- 325 
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PAGE 

Importation, illegal, of persons into a State, prohibited 149 

Imprisonment, for refusing to give evidence 114 

being concerned in slave trade... 143, 161, 163, 234, 235 

prescribed for various offences 114, 135, 188, 216, 266, 

267, 268, 269, 270 

Improve the condition of privates of army and marine corps, to 288 

Improvement of the navy, $500,000 appropriated annually, for six 

years 273, 287 

annual reports of expenditures to be made.. 274 
articles of durable character to be provided..302 
Increase of the navy, $1,000,000 appropriated annually, for eight 

years 105, 179, 189, 213 

appropriation not to be carried to surplus fund..214 

$•500,000 for six years, in lieu of $1,000,000 257 

of respective grades of oflBcers prohibited 312 

appropriations for repairs, &c., to be transferred to 308 

the pay of the officers and of the rank and file of the 

army 422 

Index to Constitutionof the United States 55 

Infantry, serving as marines, on lake Erie, allowed 3 months pay 207 

Ingraham, Commander D. N., medal to 390 

Injunctions, on suits by the U. S., manner of obtaining 2-50 

damages for improper application of 251 

Insane persons in navy and marine corps, to be placed in some 

lunatic asylum 362, 397 

expenses of, in asylum not to exceed $100 a year 362 

hospital for, of army and navy 320, 397 

act establishing, amended 407 

Inspections of provisions to be made 109, 132 

Institute, naval, at Charlestown, Mass., U. S. Laws furnished to 346 

Instruments, which can be spared from navy, loaned to Grinnell 

expedition 377 

to be returned or accounted for by officers receiving them... 377 

depot of charts, &c., building for, to be erected 323 

Insurgent, L', widows and children of officers and crew of, allowed 

four months pay '. 147 

Insurrection, land and naval forces to be employed in cases of 166 

Intercourse with enemy, punishment for 129 

Intrepid, ketch 154 

Invalids (see pensions.) 

Invasion, President authorized to protect the country against 305 

Inventions, certain, to be tried 327 

Ireland, food sent to 356 
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PAGE 

Iron steamer, Lieut. Hunter's plan 335 

contract to be made with K. L. Stevens, for 312 

and copper boilers, relative strength to be tested 331 

Israel, Lieut. Joseph, condolence for loss of 155 

Isthmus of Darien, exploration, &c., of, for ship canal 412 



J 

Jail, old, in "Washington, to be converted to asylum for army and 

navy 320 

Jamestown, sloop of war, to E. B. Forbes, to carry food to Ireland 

and Scotland 356 

Japan expedition. Commodore M. C. Perry, allowance for expenses, 

&c., in 395 

Jarvis, James, midshipman, resolution of praise and condolence 145 

Java, frigate, capture of 190 

Jeffers, Lieut. W. N., to receive a sword from Spain 419 

Jewels may be received on board of public vessels 112, 131 

John Adams, frigate 170 

Jones, John Paul, an act for relief of heirs of. 357 

Jones, Capt. J., and commissioned otHcers, medals voted to. 188 

prize money to 189 

Judge advocate, of court martial, his oath 113, 135 

of inquiry, his oath 138 

Jurisdiction of State courts, over offences, not impaired 271 

over navy yard at Philadelphia, ceded to U. S 274 



K 

Kane, assistant surgeon E. K., vessel to be sent to rescue of. 400 

and others to receive tokens from 

Great Britain 404 

and oiEcers and crew, medals to 414 

Key West, coal depot at 378 

King of Sweden paid for injuries to his subjects, by illegal act of 

sloop Erie 287 

Kittery, dry dock, &c., at 352 

assistant purser at, pay of 380 

Kostza, Martin, rescue of 390 
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PAGE 

La Fayette, Marquis, a national ship to bring him to U. S 2B4 

Lake Erie, vessels captured on, to be purchased 107 

Lakes, vessels to be built or procured, for service on 189 

employed on, to be sold, or laid up 204 

on the, to be sold, except two 272 

proclamation, fixing number of armed vessels to be employed on. ..238 

Land, at nivy yard, Charlestown, Mass., portion of, conveyed H8 

not to be purchased, except under a lavf 2-18 

producing live oak and cedar, to be reserved from sale 274, 2S8 

Attorney General to examine titles of, for naval purposes .310 

La Vengeance, capture of, by Constellation 144 

Laws, certain "general orders" made 388 

and regulations of navy extended over vessels, officers, and men, 

in search of Sir John Franklin 377 

Lawrence, Captain J., and commissioned officers, medals voted to 200 

prize money to 101 

Levant, capture of, by Constitution 212, 214 

a sloop of war to be built and called the 293 

Lieutenants, appointment of 85, SS, 140, l'lj& 

pay of 86, SO, 198, 275, 295 

with their own consent, may be employed as clerks in the 

■ navy department 327 

relative rank of 73 

colonel of marines, to be appointed 125 

Lieutenant commandant, or commanding, pay of 105, 295 

Lights, punishment for holding out false, or extinguishing true 208 

Light house board, organization and duties of 382 

Limit to term of office of navy agents 248 

Live oak {see timber.) 

Loan, for the purchase of galleys, authorized 87 

Locke, Dr., magnetic clock of 369 

Lyceum, naval, at Brooklyn, to be furnished with copy of U. S. Laws 346 

M 

Macdonough, Capt. T., and commissioned officers, medals to 206 

duties remitted on sword for 257 

Macedonian, frigate 190 

sent with food to Ireland and Scotland 356 

Magazines, keepers of, may substituted by gunners 348 

Mails, transportation of, on steamships 377, 378 

Mail steamers between New York and Liverpool 365 

' to Panama 356 

between New York and New Orleans 356 

Havana and Chagres — Havana and Savannah — 

to be converted into war steamers 355, 356 

appropriation for proposals of E. K. Collins to be accept- 
ed, how to be constructed, secretary of the navy to have 
control of. 355, 356 
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PAGE 

Malabar, thanks of congress to ciEcers and crew of British ship 338 

Maltreating inhabitants on shore, punishment for 113, 132 

Marine corps established and organized l"! 

how to be governed 102, 290, 291 

staff of, how to be appointed 101, 195, 291, 351 

pay of 86, 89, 101, 195, 198, 278, 286, 286, 290, 293 

enlistments in 90, 91, 102, 174, 288, 290 

augmentation of. 121, 174, 195, 290, 350 

rank and pay of commanding officer fixed 124, 348 

brevet rank 195, 285, 291 

requisitions on army officers authorized 201 

peace establishment of 223 

officers of, shall not exercise command over any navy 

yard or vessel 290 

relative rank of officers 290 

thanks of Congress to, for capturing Vera Cruz 367 

reduction of, at close of Mexican war 348, 351 

reduced officers of, provided for 370 

hetter organization of 290 

Marines, lieutenants of, to be appointed for frigates 85, 88 

complement of, for vessels 85, 88, 179 

pay of, to be fixed by the President 86, 89, 101 

pay of. 195, 199, 286, 288, 290 

not to serve exceeding one year .■ 90 

enlistment may.be extended beyond one year 91 

enlistments to be for three years 102 

five years 174 

four years 288, 290 

may be employed in revenue cutters 94 

may be employed on shore, or on board vessels 102 

liable to do duty in forts or garrisons 103 

pensions granted for wounds and disabilities 102, 117, 140 

exempted from arrest for debt 102, 290 

monthly deduction from pay of, for hospital fund 120 

pensions granted to 90, 117, 140 

lieutenant colonel of, his pay 125 

oath of officers, privates, Ac 81, 102 

allowance to bi'evet majors of 285 

to captains and subalterns of 293 

$1 per month retained from pay of. 367 

how officers are appointed 350 

serving on Lake Erie, 3 months pay 207 

included in "persons" in act of 2 March, 1837 343 

two batallions of, to be raised 65 

committee, powers of 72, 73, 74 

duties of, transferred to board of admiralty 75 

department, vested in commissioners 75 

on garrison duty 75 

secretary of, to be appointed, and duties 77 

agent to be appointed, duties 77 

accounts to be settled, &c 80 

may be substituted for landsmen 370 

to have bounty land for re-enlistment, same as army 308 
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PAGE 

Marine barracks, in Washington, clerks in, additional pay to 381 

band, at Washington, pay of, increased 402 

Marque and reprisal, letters of 178,180 

Masters (see sailing masters. ) 

commandant (see commanders.) 

title changed 302 

Materials, perishable, provided for naval armament, to be sold 88 

surplus, to be kept for future use 88 

on hand, may be employed as President shall think best 44, 106 

for three steam batteries, to be procured 214 

provided for one appropriation, may be used for another 308 

for the navy, to be contracted for 328 

tiiansportation of 328 

Mathematics, Professors of, not to exceed twelve 361 

their duties and pay 297, 361 

to be appointed, Ac. by President and senate. ..361 

in the navy, privileges of 322, 411 

Maury, Lieut. M. F., three vessels to be detailed, to test discoveries 370 

to receive gold medal from Sweden ". 389 

Prussia, Holland, and 

Bremen 403 

Emperor of Austria 421 

McCall, Lieut, and commissioned officers, medals voted to 200 

Meat, fresh, may be substituted for salted in navy ration 320 

Medals, voted to Captain T. Truxton 144 

Commodore E. Preble 155 

Commander D. K. Ingraham, for rescue of Kostza 390 

Captain I. Hull, and commissioned officers 190 

Captain S. Decatur, and commissioned officers 190 

Captain J. Jones, and commissioned officers 190 

Captain W. Bainbridge, and commissioned officers 190 

Captains 0. H. Perry, and J. D. Elliot, and cnm'd officers. .199 
Lieuts. W. Burrows, and E. E. McCall, and coni'd officers 200 

Captain J. Lawrence, and commissioned officers 200 

Captains T. Macdonough and R. Henley, Lieut. S. 

Cassin, and commissioned officers 206 

Captain L. Warrington, and commissioned officers 207 

Captain J. Blakeley, and commissioned officers 207 

Captain C. Stewart, and commissioned officers 214 

Captain .T. Biddle, and commissioned officers 215 

Captain John Brooks, nearest relative of. 199 

Lieuts. Peter Gamble and John Stansbury 206 

French, British and Spanish officers, and men, for res- 
cue of brig Somers 356 

Dr. E. K. Kane, officers and men 414 

Dr. F. A. Rose, of the British navy 420 

Lt. M. F. Maury, authorized to receive a, from Sweden 389 

Prussia, Holland, 

and Bremen 403 

Austria 421 

Surgeons Thos. Williamson and James F. Harrison, from France...403 
officers and men engaged in search for Sir John Franklin, from 

Great Britain 418 
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PAGE 

Medical Department, organization ot ..276, 296 

regulated 118 

officers, naval, who served in Mexico, extra pay of 386 

relative rank of 338 

Medicine and surgery, Bureau of. 325 

not to be contracted for 342 

Memphis, survey of harbor of. 330 

navy yard at, changed into a rope walk 348 

ceded to city of 383 

agent at, p.ay of 380 

Merchandise, not to be received on board vessels, without orders 112, 131 

Meridian of Observatory at Washington adopted for astronomical purposes.. 374 

Greenwich adopted for nautical purposes 374 

Messengers, certain, included in per centage upon pay 387 

at Washington navy yard and barracks, pay of 417 

Metal, Babbit's anti-attrition, purchase of 322 

Meteorologist, employment of, to cease 416 

Mexico, extra pay for service in 379 

prosecution of war with 345 

Midshipmen, appointment and number of, authorized 85, 88, 146, 156, 170, 

342, 362 

pay of 86, 89, 198, 298 

passed, pay of 297 

shall not draw spirit ration 321 

to be appointed for each State and Territory, in proportion 

to congressional representation 342, 362 

no appointments of, to be made, till number is reduced 312 

what number to be paid 342 

shall be actual residents of the State or Territory from 

which appointed 343 

in appointments of. District of Columbia, to be considered 

as a territory 343 

passed, acting master, by order of secretary of navy, to 

be paid therefor 298, 319, 348, 360 

same repealed 338 

restriction as to limitation of 180 

same suspended 362 

appointment of, regulated 381 

to be reported to congress 374, 381 

Mileage, rate of, to officers '. 299 

Military and naval forces, to be called out in case of invasion 305 

Militia, to be called out in case of invasion 305 

Missouri, steamer, wreck to be removed 375 

respecting her loss by fire 338 

Mix's patent manger stopper, purchase of. 347 

Minnesota, a copy of Wilkes' narrative to be presented to 344 

Monument to memory of officers killed at Tripoli, duties on, remitted 167 

appropriation for expense of removing to capitol square 278 

renewing inscriptions 285 

Moody, Rutherford, contract to be made with, for dry dock 369 

Moneys arising from sales of stores, Ac., to revert to same appropriation. ...352 

to revert to treasury after two years 378, 379 

reverted to "surplus fund," not to be withdrawn or transferred 379 
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Morrison, Master G. F., sword to, from Great Britain 415 

Mulattoes (see Slave Trade.) 

Murder, punishment for Ill, 131, 265 

Murray, Lieut. F. K., eight months extra pay to 387 

Muster rolls, to be returned to department .^ 108, 132 

Musters, making or signing false, punishment for 113 

Mutiny, punishment for 110, 113, 129 



N 

Names of vessels, how to be determined 72, 245, 417 

privateer officers and seamen to be entered on journals and 

reported 183 

steamships, mode of fixing 417 

Narrative, Wilkes', plates and engravings of, to be delivered to Smith- 
sonian Institute 376 

National observatory, superintendent of, who may be, and pay of 358 

Dr. Locke's clock to be tried in 369 

pay of assistant astronomer at 385, 397 

principal clerk at ($1,500 by 3 Mar. 1856) 385 

meridian of, adopted for astronomical purposes 374 

Naturalization, five years' continuous residence necessary 188 

not necessary 357 

penalty for forging certificates of. 188 

Nautical almanac {see Almanac.) 

works of hydrographic office may be sold, and money paid 

into the treasury 369 

Naval establishment, origin of the 65 to 80 

acts concerning 174, 176 

armament, to provide for {see armament.) 

stores, certain, condemned and sold, how proceeds to be applied 333 

peace establishment, in relation to 145, 153, 156, 160 

asylum, to be provided 175 

wharf at Philadelphia, to be sold 411 

service, rules for the 107, 125, 281 

transfer of appropriations for 281, 294 

hospitals to be constructed 282 

laws, purchase of 1,000 copies, authorized, (Winder & Mechlin's) 373 

academy, secretary of, pay of. 379 

laws and register, Winder & Mechlin's, purchase of, authorized 373 

school, at Annapolis, land purchased for 354 

superintendent of, pay of 375 

appointments at, how to be made 362, 381 

Navigation, of public vessels, care to be used in 112 

careless, punishment for 130 

Navy, efficiency of the, act to promote 390, 404, 418, 419, 420 

extended 418, 419, 420 

to build three schooners, for the 278 

rules, for government of the 107, 126, 281 

commissioners, created 202 

board of, abolished 325 



446 Index. 

PAGE 

Navy, lieutenants and junior oflicer may act as clerks 327 

gradual increase of. 213,2(2 

' improvement of ^'^> ^°' 

accountant of, created ■'"*' 

abolished 218 

Department established, (under War Department, 82) 92 

Chief Clerk of, duties of 92 

Bureaus of, created 3^* 

Agent at "Washington 1^3, 282 

term of office limited to four years 248 

at foreign stations, to be confirmed by senate 338 

Memphis, pay of. • 3^" 

Washington, pay of 395 

yards, surveys to be made, and estimates for docks at 273 

plans for improvement of, to be made, and adhered to 274 

punishment for burning buildings, vessels, or stores, in 265 

at Charlestown, Mass., land ceded from WS 

Brooklyn, N. Y., or New York city 1=* 

Philadelphia, jurisdiction over land at 274 

Washington, D. C, officer to command at 153,282 

Pensacola 263, 271 

in San Francisco bay, site for, to be selected 381 

Washington, clerks employed in, additional pay to 381 

at Memphis established 334 

ceded to that city 388 

on the coast of Florida, authorized 271 

surveys for, between Apalachicola bay and Mississippi 308 

Department, books, records, &,c., of, may be certified under seal 368 

hospital fund (see fund and hospital.) 
pension fund (see fund and pensions.) 

depot, to be established at Blythe Island 407 

Neglect of duty, punishment for Ill, 126, 127 

Negroes (see slave trade.) 

Newspapers, only $30 per annum to be allowed to heads of Bureaus for 304 

New York, frigate, rebuilding of 177 

dry dock at 299, 328 

pay of 1st and 2d clerks to commandant at 380 

Neutrality act, and decisions under it 225 

Niger, ship 120 

Nissen, Nicholas C, thanks of Congress to 157 

Norfolk, pay of 1st and 2d clerks to commandant at 380 

o 

Oak, live, to preserve 273, 279 

purchase of, authorized 293 

Oaths, form of, for all officers 81 

for officers of the marine corps 102 

president, members, and judge advocate Of courts- 
martial 113, 135, 192 

members and judge advocates of courts of inquiry 138 

auditors empowered to administer 220 
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Oath of Recorder 393 

Observations, recommended by American Philosophical Society, &a., 

provided for 359 

"meteorological," appropriation for 369 

to be discontinued 4.16 

Observatory (.see National Observatory ) 
Oflfenees, for enumeration of {see punishment.) 

on shore, to be punished as if committed at sea 127 

Offenders, to be detected and apprehended Ill, 132 

Officers, disabled, to be pensioned 90 

commissioned and warrant, to be detailed for expedition in 

search of Sir John Franklin 375 

restoration of. 405 

number of, may be increased 406 

dropped, may be furloughed or retired 406 

not restored, to have one year's pay 406 

may be transferred from furlough to reserved list 406 

reserved, may be promoted 406 

rank and pay of, restored 407 

flag, captains in command of squadrons to be called 407 

restored, to draw back pay 407 

of Texas navy, provided for , 412 

and men engaged in search for Sir John Franklin, medals to...404, 414 

of the army, increase of pay, Ac, of 422 

commissioned, warrant, Ac, pay of 86, 198, 295 

Pursers not to advance or lend money, to 318 

of galleys 87 

and crews to be employed on 44.'3 88 

temporarily commanding 108 

authority of, to continue after loss of vessel 114 

how to be punished 133 

number to be retained under peace establishment 146, 156 

discharged under peace establishment, to receive four months 

extra pay 146 

and crews to be employed 156 

number of, to be increased 176 

not to be increased 312 

complement of. 85, 88, 101, 145, 156, 179, 312, 362 

term of service of certain, limited 248 

disbursing, bonds of, President to regulate 248 

of marine corps, concerning brevets of 285, 292 

naval, not to receive pensions as invalids, while on duty or on 

pay 309, 333 

not above grade of lieutenants may be appointed toclerk- 

ships 1..327 

performing duty of higher grade 298, 319, 340,^48, 360 

and crew of British ship Malabar 338 

who fell at Tripoli, monument to, duties remitted on 167 

of the army, required to co-operate with the navy 202 

not to receive extra pay, compensation, or allowance 304, 375, 384 

of government, salaried, not to be paid as witnesses 378 

commanding vessels, returned, duty of 392 
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PAGE 

Officers in exploration of China Seas and Bheering's Straits, to have pay 

of higher grade *" 

dropped, and may have a re-examination *"* 

Ordnance, gunpowder, <to., not required to be contracted for 342 

and hydrography. Bureau of. 320 

Oregon, one copy of Wilkes' narrative, to be presented to 344 

Origin, Ac, of naval establishment 65 to 80 

Oppression, punishment for 126 

Ordinary, vessels to be laid up in 156, 174 

vessels in, to be employed 170 

seamen (see seaTnen.) 

Orphans, pensions granted to 179, 192, 222, 224, 237, 262, 275, 281, 292, 303 

extra pay granted to, for loss of fathers 147, 208, 222, 277, 288 

for support of, privateer prizes to contribute to fund 178 



Page, Professor, invention of magnetic powers, use of to be tested 370 

Panama, transportation of mails to 366 

Papers, found on board captured vessels, how to be disposed of 110, 127 

Pardon, in whom right vested to , 137 

Paraguay, adjustment of differences with 421 

Parana and Paraguay rivers, exploration of 412 

Passengers, seamen to be received as, with conditions 186 

better security of lives of 331 

Passed midshipmen, certain number to be paid as 342 

Patterson, commodore D. T., sense of Congress for conduct at battle of 

New Orleans 208 

Paul Jones, sloop of war, to be built and called 293 

frigate to be called 293 

Pay, of captains 86, 89, 105, 295, 365 

masters commandant, or commanders 105, 295 

lieutenants commandant, or commanding 105, 295 

lieutenants 86, 89, 145, 198, 275, 295 

surgeons and assistant surgeons..86, 89, 153, 198, 275, 278, 295, 296, 360 

pursers 86, 89, 198, 317, 365 

in California, and his clerk 385 

clerks to 319, 385 

chaplains 198, 296, 380 

sailing masters, or masters 86, 89, 198, 297 

second masters and masters' mates 297 

passed midshipmen 297 

midshipmen 198, 298 

professors of mathematics 297, 361 

schoolmasters 179 

secretaries to commanders of squadrons 297 

clerks to same, to capttiins, Ac 298 

■wprrant officers 198, 298, 319, 362, 388, 397, 411 

petty officers, seamen, and marines, to be fixed by the President... 86, 

89, 95, 198, 353 
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Pay, of oiBoers of the marine corps 86, 89, 101, 195, 198, 278, 286, 286, 

291, 293 

on furlough 298 

revenue cutters , 90, 107 

for frigates and other vessels 86, S9, 91 

and men to be employed in gallies 87, 93 

of the flotilla service 196 

temporarily performing higher duties 298, 319, 348, 360 

repealed 337 

permanent agents 172 

clerk to the yard and clerk to commandant 348, 380, 386 

Pyrotechnist 351 

Superintendent of expedition to Chili 377 

assistants to 385 

Secretary of naval academy 379 

Navy agent at Memphis 380 

agents 395 

assistant Purser at Kittery, (clerk) 380 

first clerk to commandant at Norfolk, New York and Bostou..380, 386 
and second clerk to same at Norfolk.. 380, 386 

engineers regulated 371 

Superintendent of naval school at Annapolis 375 

marine corps 290 

brevet marine officers 292 

the navy regulated 295 

agents withheld when in default 275 

home squadron, appropriation for 309 

Chief of Bureau of Construction, &o 385, 395 

Secretary of the navy, $8,000 385 

assistant astronomer at National Observatory 385, 397 

principal clerk at National Observatory 385 

Purser in California 370, 385 

clerk to that purser 385 

boatswains, gunners, carpenters and sailmakers 67, 86, 89, 198, 298, 

388, 411 

Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 395 

Purser at Washington 398 

oiBcers engaged in exploration, in China and Bheering's Straits. ...402 

marine band, at Washington 402 

reserved officers 406 

dropped officers, provided for 407, 412 

clerks and messenger at Washington navy yard and barracks 417 

officers and soldiers of the army 422 

as witnesses, not to be given to government officers 378 

and pension, no officer to receive both at same time 309, 333 

to be allowed to only one purser at a navy yard 343, 396 

to be continued to officers and crews of vessels lost or captured. .114, 118, 138 

monthly deduction to be made from, for hospital fund 121 

may be suspended by sentence of court martial 137 

half only, to officers not under orders 156, 295 

25 per cent, additional allowed 199 

repealed 215 

29 
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Pay, extra, allowed to discharged officers of marine corps 223 

officers and men discharged 146, 203, 204 

for service in California and Mexico, and search of Sir John 

Franklin 379 

to widows and orphans, of officers and crews of vessels lost, viz: 

ship Insurgent and brigantine Pickering, four months 147 

sloop of war "Wasp, twelve months 211 

brig Epervier, six months 222 

ship Hornet, six months 278 

schooner Sylph, six months 288 

officers and crews of U. S. schooner Enterprise, for cap- 
ture of Tripolitau corsair, 1 month 148 

ketch Intrepid, for destruction of Tripolitan frigate, 2 months. 155 
Mediterranean squadron, for gallant conduct at Tripoli, 

one month 277 

squadron on lake Erie, for capture of British vessels, three 

months 199 

Champlain, for capture of British ves- 
sels, three months 207 

salaried officers, prohibited 304, 313, 376, 379 

marine corps serving on coast of Mexico and California 385 

medical officers, for service in Mexico 386 

Lieut. F. K. Murray and others, eight months 387 

officers preparing nautical almanac, prohibited 387, 411 

navy agents, prohibited 395 

clerks and at barracks, &c., in "Washington 417 

forward officers of explori'ng expedition 368 

Paying off crews, officers to be present at 133 

Peace establishment, provided 145, 156 

complements of vessels in time of, to be prescribed by President 156 

Peacock, capture of, by Hornet 200 

sloop of war 200, 207 

Penalties {see forfeitures.) 

Penguin, capture of, by Hornet 208, 215 

Pensacola, surrey of harbor of 263 

navy yard at 271 

marine railway at 274 

pay of warrant officers at 362 

navy hospital at 283 

dry dock, 4c. at 328, 352 

Pension fund, navy, prize money to form a fund for 117, 141, 352, 369 

public faith pledged to make up deficiency 117, 141 

management and direction of 117, 141, 284 

annual statement to be rendered 117, 141, 284 

moneys accruing, to be paid to U. S. Treasurer 152 

secretary to be appointed, duties and salary 152 

regulations to be made by commissioners 152 

accounts to be settled by accountant of the navy 152 

suits to be instituted for recovery of money due 152 

money accruing to, how to be recovered 209, 210, 211 

duties of commissioners assigned to Secretary of 
the ITavy 284 



Index. 451 

PAGE 

Pension fund, navy, clerk to be appointed 284 

reimbursement of money lost on bank stock 292 

funds reserved from sales, to be paid into the treasury 183 

management of, assigned to Secretary of the Navy 284 

deficiency in, supplied 313 

privateer, provided for, &c 178, 355 

Pensions granted for wounds and disabilities 90, 117, 140, 183, 192, 285, 241 

not to exceed half of monthly pay 90, 365 

to non-commissioned oiEcers, seamen, and marines, not to ex- 
ceed $5 per month 90 

to be granted to officers, Ac, of marine corps 102 

for long and faithful services 117, 141 

of seamen in hospital, to be paid to commissioners 176 

to widows and orphans 180, 193, 222, 224, 225, 237, 262, 275, 281, 

292, 303, 363 

to cease 31st August, 1852 309 

to officers and seamen in revenue cutters 197 

increase of, to full pay, authorized 211 

biennial examination of invalids 241, 285 

punishment for forgery of papers to obtain money 209 

not to be withheld for arrears due to the U. S 300 

to commence from time of disability 333 

act of 3d March, 1837, repealed 314 

rate of, to be regulated by pay of 1 January, 1835 303: 

unreclaimed, not be returned to treasury until after 14 months. ...314 

transfer of business to the commissioner of pensions ' 306'' 

payment of, to bcii's, executors, or administrators 307 

to persons wounded at Dartmoor prison, England ,...208- 

to certain French seamen wounded, and widows of those killed, 

at Toulon 289. 

none to widows for same time the husbands had it 333 

not be drawn by persons in army or navy unless, Ac 333'. 

paid during widowhood 363 

to go to children at death of widow 304 

extended to engineers, Ac 364 

and pay, nooffieer shall receive both at same time 309- 

office of Commissioner of, continued 306' 

privateer, to privateer vessels, and widows and orphans of 

crews of 183, 192, 193, 263, 275, 289, 324 

names of wounded to be entered on ships' journal for.„ 184 

quarterly transcripts to be sent to navy department for 184 

Perjury, and subornation of, punishment for 114, 136, 261 

Perry, Captain 0. H., medal voted to .' 199 

prize money, additional to 197 

thanks of Congress to 199 

an act for the relief of the family of 266 

"Persons," in act of 2 March, 1837, construed to include marines 343 

Petty officers, court martial of 392 

pay of, not to be reduced 397 

complement of, for vessels 85, 88, 145, 179 

pay of .86,89, 198, 298, 388,411 
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Petty officers, what constitutes 108, 134 

not to be rated less, when transferred 108, 134 

Philadelphia, frigate 145, 177 

dry dock, Ac, at 352 

wharf at naval asylum, &c., at, to be sold 411 

Pickering, brig 147 

Piracy, public vessels to be employed in suppressing 239, 240, 253 

crews of merchant vessels may resist attempts at 240, 253 

punishment for being concerned in 240, 253 

forfeiture of vessels engaged in 240 

slave trade declared to be 254 

number of vessels to be procured, to suppress 258 

law for suppression of, extended / 259 

authority granted to district courts to punish 261 

vessels purchased for suppression of, to be sold 272 

to protect commerce against 258 

Plates of Japan expedition, transferred to Bureau of Ordnance, &,c 417 

Plundering inhabitants on shore, punishment for 113, 133 

Porpoise, brig to be built 293 

provision for widows and orphans of officers, Ac, lost in 401 

Ports, certain only to be entered by foreign armed vessels 252 

to build barges for defence of, Ac 191 

Postage, proceeds of, received from mail steamers to be paid into treasury.. 361 

Powder, not to be wasted 112 

Power, magnetic. Page's, to be tested 370 

Praise and condolence to midshipman James Jones 145 

resolution of, to Lt. Sterett and officers, Ac, of schooner Enterprise.. 148 

Preble, Commodore E., medal voted to 155 

thanks of congress to, and men 155 

President, frigate, building of 170 

in recess of Senate, may appoint officers 90, 91, 94, 101, 121, 196 

Prevarication, punishment for 114, 136 

Price of rations {see Commutation.) 

Prisoners, how to be treated 73 

care of, transferred to commissary of, &c 77 

to be confined in a place of safety 96 

not to be maltreated 110, 128 

punishment for refusing to receive under charge - Ill 

taken, list of, to be transmitted to navy department „...116, 128 

escape of, punishment for lU, 134 

Dartmoor, to be placed on pension list 208 

Private marines, to improve condition of _288 

Privateers authorized 69 

to be prosecuted for illegal acts 79 

pensions ^see Pensions.) 

Prize agents, in arrears, compensation of, to be withheld 261 

money awarded for the capture of: 

British frigate Guerriere $50,000 00 188 

Java 50,000 00 188 

sloop of war Frolic 25,000 00 189 

brig Peacock ; 25,000 00 191 
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Prize money, British brig Detroit SI 2,000 00 191 

British squadron on Lake Erie 260,000 00 197 

Champlain 290,438 19 205 

sloop of war Penguin 25,000 CO 208 

armed vessels Reindeer and Avon. ..50,000 00 212 

sloop of war Levant ; 25,000 00 212 

Algerine vessels 100,000 00 213 

piratical vessels at Barrataria 50,000 00 213 

brig Transfer, by U. S. brig Syren 2,500 00 237 

two gigs, by Lieut. F. H. Gregory 3,000 00 262 

regulations for the distribution of 115, 116, 139 

portion of, accruing to U. S., to be paid into the treasury 96 

may be assigned, but men to be discouraged from selling.. 109, 134 

forfeiture of, for certain offences 110, 128 

portion of, to constitute pension fund 117 

punishment for forging papers to obtain 211 

to be distributed to representatives, &c. of ofSoers, &c. of Wasp. .211 

to coal heavers and firemen 324 

distribution of 66, 371, 372 

awarded to Capt. James Biddle 208 

J. Hull , 188 

■William Bainbridge lS9i 

Jacob Jones 189 

James Lawrence 191 

0. H. Perry 197 

Charles Stewart 212, 237 

Stephen Decatur 213 

Lieut. EUiot 191 

Francis II. Gregory 262 

Commodore Edward Preble 237 

Prizes, vessels of equal or superior force shall accrue wholly to captors.. 96, 115 

in other cases, one-half to captors, and one-half to U. S 96, 116 

court may order sale of 96 

no goods to be taken out of, until condemned 128 

crews of, to be furnished with statement of accounts 133 

Proclamation, fixing number of armed vessels to be employed on the LalseE..238 

Professors of mathematics, pay of 297, 361 

to mess with lieutenants 322 

Property, destruction of. 131, 264 

of deceased persons to be secured 110 

Proposals for navy supplies, to be advertised for 343 

how made, received and opened 328 

naval supplies, to be accompanied by a guarantee 349 

not to be considered without a guarantee 349 

Provisions, allowance of, may be shortened 109 

how to be procured, and inspection of to be made 109 

and clothing, bureau of, established 325 

transfer of appropriation for, authorized 308 

Punishment, extent of, and for what offences 108, 110, 111, 127, 229, 264 

shall not be ordered by ofBcers in temporary command 108 

for offences not specified v 113, 134 

of inferior officers, pointed out 108, 132 
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Punishment not to exceed 100 lashes for anyone offence 137 

for abusing inhabitants on shore 113, 132 

burning public property 112, 132, 264, 267 

cowardice 110, 112, 12S 

cruelty 127 

drunkenness 107, 127 

desertion 112, 113, 129 

deserting station in battle 110, 127 

disobedience 113, 127, 130 

extortion , 269 

forgery 188, 269 

fraud 127, 130 

holding intercourse with enemies or rebels Ill, 129 

making or signing false musters 113 

maltreating inhabitants on shore 113, 132 

murder 131, 265 

mutiny 110, 113, 261 

neglect of duty Ill, 127, 130 

oppression 127 

perjury, and subornation of perjury 114, 136, 261 

plundering inhabitants on shore 113, 132 

prevarication 114-, 13G 

profane swearing 107, 127 

quarrelling 130 

rape 266, 267 

robbery Ill, 267 

scandalous conduct 127 

sedition 110, 128 

shooting 268 

sleeping upon watch 110, 130 

stabbing 20» 

stealing 110, 267 

striking 205 

supplying enemies or rebels 112 

theft Ill, 132 

wounding 265 

by flogging abolished 374 

may be inflicted by general and summary court martials 39i 

Purchases {see Supplies.) 

of frigate Hudson 272 

of vessels captured on Lake Erie 197 

Pursers, appointment of, authorized &5, 88, 156 

pay of 85, 89, 193, 317, 338, 360, 396 

rank of. 388 

duties of 110, 133, 173 

to give bonds 173, 177, 217, 248, 200 

to be nominated to the senate 177 

shall not procure or dispose of stores to their own benefit 317 

bonds of, not to be affected 318 

to be dismissed for refusing to give 318 

shall not advance,or loan money on credit to officers, Ac 318 

may appoint assistant, or clerk 319 
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Pursers, stores may be taken at fair valuation 319 

only one at each yard, on duty 343 

to be credited for small stores in case of loss or capture of vessel. ..364. 

to account for rations stopped for the sick 377 

assistant, at Kittery, pay of 3S0 

in California, pay of 370 

not more than one at a time to he stationed there. ..370 
serving on land under orders, to be credited for sums disbursed. ..372 

in Mexico to be credited for payments made by them 372 

acting as inspectors, to receive same pay as purser of the yard 

to which they are attached 396 

may appoint clerks in lieu of stewards 402 

their pay 402 

Purveyor of public supplies 104 

abolished 172 

Pyrotechnist for the Navy, appointment and pay of. 351 



Q 

Quarrelling, forbidden Ill 

punishment for 130 

Quinley, Aaron, inventions of, to he tried 327 

R 

Railway, marine, at Pensacola, authorized to be built 274, 352 

and at Kittery and Philadelphia 352, 359 

Bank, assimilation of, Ac, in army and navy 73 

extra pay for performing duties of higher {see duties, officers' pay.) 

brevet of marine officers, concerning 291 

of surgeons and pursers 388 

Eape, punishment for 266, 267 

Rations, number allowed to officers, seamen, and marines 86, 89 

component parts of. 86, 89, 145, 320 

double, allowed to commanders of squadrons 105 

sixteen per day, allowed to commanding officer of the navy 105 

of seamen, &a., in hospital, to be deducted 176 

one only to be allowed to each officer at sea 299, 376 

naval, acts to establish, &c 86, 105, 145, 320 

spirit part of, to be commuted 322 

commutation price of. Scents 351 

4cents 360 

no person under 21 years of age to have spirit part of 321 

of marine corps 101, 299 

commutation price of (notej 376 

articles substituted for, to be of same value 321 

daily allowances of, may be diminished when expedient.. ..321 
to officers and men for 3 years for search of Sir John 

Franklin 377 

who are entitled to 376 
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Rations, naval, stopped for the sick, to he accounted for by pursers 377 

credited to hospital fund 376 

regulations concerning to be made 377 

Rebels, punishment for holding intercourse with Ill, 129 

supplying 112 

Recapture, salvage allowed for 97, 122, 140 

Records of navy department may be certified under seal 368 

Recorder, appointment of 393 

Reduced, petty officers, Ac., of navy, to be reduced to 7,500 at end of 

Mexican war 348 

Reimbursement for naval supplies obtained for the army- 202 

Reindeer, British sloop, capture of 207 

Repair, Bureau of, establi-shed 325 

Report, Secretary of war to, annually, names of employees, &c 314 

of all bids, accepted or rejected, to be reported annually to 

Congress _ 329 

Reservations of 10 per cent, on contracts, relinquished 338 

Residence, 5 years necessary to become a citizen 188 

continuous, not necessary 357 

"Resolute," British ship, to be bought and restored to British government...403 
Retentions from pay of rank and iile of marine corps to extend to whole 

term of enlistment 371 

of seamen, &c. after term of enlistment 339 

Revenue cutters, strength of, maybe increased 90, 94 

how to be employed 90, 106 

compensation to officers, and marines of 90, 107 

for coast defence, to be increased and employed 90, 94 

may be employed in defence of the sea coast 106 

duty of ofBcers respecting slave trade 150 

pensions to oiBcers and seamen 197 

may be placed on the naval establishment, and gov- 
erned by rules thereof. 10(5 

Rice may be substituted for biscuit in navy ration 321 

Ringgold, Lieut. Cadwallader, paid for scientific duties in explor'g exped...36S 

Robbery, punishment for Ill, 139 

Rodman, Lieut., plan of casting hollow cannon to be tested 37(> 

Rose, Dr. F. A., of British navy, for aid to Susquehannah, medal to „420 

Rules and regulations, adopted 107, 125 

applied to revenue cutters in certain cases 107 

to be conformable to act of Congress..., 117 

to be prepared by navy commissioners 202 

revision of, by a board, directed 281, 411! 

for purcliase of stores, Ac 317 

Rules and regulations, certain, to be laid before Congress 31S 

for navy hospitals, to be made 176, 278 

to be prepared and reported to Congress 

by secretary of navy 412 
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Sabine, frigate, for launching, &e 387 

Sailing masters, appointment of, authorized 85, 88, 156 

pay of. 86, 89, 198, 297, 300 

duties of 145 

title of, changed to masters 302 

may receive extra pay when ordered to extra duly 360 

Sailmakers, appointment of 85, 88, 166 

pay of. 67, 86, 89, 198, 298, 362, 388, 411 

not to be embraced in limit of naval force 352 

Salary, no two allowed to the same person, for two officers 375 

Salvage, allowed on vessels recaptured 96, 116, 122 

Santee, frigate, appropriation for launching, &c 387 

Satisfaction, for attaeli upon Water "Witch, by Paraguay, how to be de- 
manded 421 

Scandalous conduct, punishment for 127 

Schoolmaster, pay of 179 

appointment of 179 

School, naval, at Annapolis 354, 379, 381 

Schooners, three to be built , 358 

Scotland, food sent to 356 

Seal of admiralty, to be deposited with secretary of 77 

Sea fencibles, corps of, authorized 192 

abolished 204 

Gull, relief of widows and orphans of crew of 334 

Seamen, complement of, for vessels 86, 88, 145, 179 

pay of 86, 89, 198 

not to serve exceeding one year 90, 156 

enlistment of, may be extended beyond one year 91 

not exceeding two years 170 

for three years, authorized 255 

five years 301 

to be entered on ships' books 108, 132 

additional number authorized in revenue cutters 94 

quota of, for frigates, may be varied by the President 98 

exempted from arrests for debt 102 

punishment of [see punishvient.) 

not to be rated less, when transferred 108 

transfer of, to be accompanied with list 108 

monthly deduction from pay of, for hospital fund 121 

pensions granted to, for wounds, disabilities, or long services..! 17, 140 

number of, authorized to be employed 166, 167, 170, 176, 189, 410 

admission of, into hospit.ils 176 

none but citizens of the United States to be employed 185 

naturalized, to produce certificates 1S5 

lists of, in private vessels, to be examined and recorded 185 

certified copy of list, admitted as evidence 185 

regulations to be made, as to proofs of citizenship 185 

foreign not to be admitted as passengers, in foreign ports 188 
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Seamen, foreign, penalty for employing in public or merchant vessels 186 

penalty for forcing on shore, or leaving behind 268 

to be sent home on expiration of service 301 

extra pay to, if detained beyond expiration of service 302 

in search for Sir John Franklin 379 

a sufficient number, of, detailed to search for Sir John FranWin...376 

who are willing to go, to be assigned to H. Grinnell, for search 376 

Search for Sir John Franklin, authorized 375 

United iStates not responsible for losses, Ac. ..375 

Dr. Kane, authorized 400 

Seas, South, expedition to, authorized 300 

expedition to Forth Pacific and China 381 

Secor, Zeno, contract with, for dry dock, Ac 369 

Secretary of marine, appointed 77 

War, appointment and duties of. 82 

powers transferred to secretary of the navy 92 

the Navy, appointment and duties of. ■ 92, 93 

salary of 93, 385 

in case of vacancy, principal clerk to take charge.... 92 

franking privilege granted to 95 

to navy pension fund 152 

naval academy, pay of 379 

Sedition, punishment for 110, 129 

Sense of Congress for gallant conduct of officers and men 144, 148, 155, 190, 

200, 206, 207, 208, 214, 273 

Sentence of courts-martial, to be confirmed before execution Hi, 137 

remission of. 114, 137 

to be transmitted to commander of the fleet, or the 

navy department 114 

Soavy's Island bridge company, permission to, to build a bridge 396 

Ship building, provided for 77 

Ships to be purchased, equipped and employed 85 

Shore, offences on, to be punished as if at sea 130 

punishment for abusing or plundering inhabitants on..'. 113, 132 

Short allowance of provisions, authorized, when necessary 109 

Shot, not to be wasted 112 

Sick, place to be provided for, on board ship 109, 123 

rations stopped for, how to be accounted for 377 

Silver may be received on board public vessels 112, 131 

Slave trade, to foreign countries, prohibited b3, 142, 149, 159, 225, 253 

importation of negroes into States where prohibited, forbidden. .149 
the United States after Jan. 1, 

1S08, prohibited 159 

vessels engaged in, forfeited 83, 143, 160, 102, 232, 245 

penalty for building or fitting out vessels for 84, 142, 160 

foreign vessels, suspected, to give bond 84 

penalty for taking slaves on board vessel 83, 161, 163, 104 

citizens of U. S. forbidden to have any interest in 142, 160 

serve on board vessels en- 
gaged in 142 

U. S. ships authorized to seize vessels engaged in 143, 162, 242 

vessels having slaves on board, not to be admitted to entry....l49 



Index. 459 

PAGE 

Slave trade, penalties for importing or transporting slaves, or being in 

anywise engaged in 142, 149, 169, 100, 161, 232, 234, 23(i, 

242, 244 

duties of collectors and other officers 150, 164 

disposal of Africans found on board vessels cajjlured 163 

regulations for coastwise transportation 163 

public vessels to cruise on coast of Afi-ioa 242 

agency on coast of Africa established 243 

bounty on each negro, brought in the United States 244 

declared piracy '. 255 

appropriation for suppressing 286 

Sleeping upon watch, punishment for Ill, 130 

Sloat, master Commandant, John D., reimbursed for entertaining distin- 
guished foreigners 287 

SIoo, A. G., contract with him, for certain steamship mails 355 

Sloops of war, six to be built 1S9 

to purchase live oak for 293 

ten to be built 272 

five to be built by contract, and equipped for service 411 

seven, screw, to be built, and their description 417 

Slops, to bo furnished to men 108 

Smith, W. C, passed midshipman, pay to be estimated 401 

Smithsonian Institution, plates and engravings of Wilkes' narrative, 

turned over to 377 

Somers, Captain Richard, condolence for loss of 155 

brig. 12 months pay to officers, seamen and marines, lost on the. ...365 

South Seas, exploring expedition to 300 

Spanish officers and men, medals to certain, for rescue of brig Somers 356 

Spies, punislunent of 112, 128 

Spirit, ration, respecting 322 

jirice of 351, 360 

Stafford, J. R., flour and corn meal, prepared by, to be tested 369 

Standards, all to be preserved 197 

Stansbury, Lieut. John, silver medal voted to 206 

Statutes at Large, Little & Brown's edition, to be competent evidence 347 

Stealing, punishment for 110, 2fi7 

Steam engines, for three batteries, to be procured 214 

experiments to be made, to test the safety of 294 

vessels of war, authorized to be built 305, 355, 411, 417 

how to be built 355 

to be built by B. L. Stevens 312 

frigates. 6 first class, to be built 387 

Sterrett, Lieut., and officers, thanks to 148 

swords voted to 148 

Steuart, Capt. C, and commissioned officers, medals voted to 214 

Stevens, Robert L., to hasten building of war steamer by, ic 380 

St. Bartholomew'.-!, indemnity to subjects of, for illegal acts of sloop Erie.. ..287 

St. George's bank, examination of, to be made 158 

St. Mary's, Georgia, survey of harbor of, authoiTzed 263 

Stoppage of rations for the sick 376 
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Storekeepers, appointment of 153 

on foreign stations, and pay 337 

on foreign stations, citizens may be appointed as 363 

and to have same pay, and to 

give same bond as others. ...353 

must be appointed from officers of the navy 337 

may be appointed from citizens 353 

to give bond and security 353 

Stores, funds arising fi'om sales of, to revert to same appropriation 352 

of every description, to be purchased with public money 317 

pursers to be taken at fair valuation 319 

condemned, naval, how appropriated 333 

not to be wasted 112 

Store-ship, building of, authorized 293 

Strong, Jasper, and others, right of way for a railroad, granted to 39G 

Striking inferior oiEcers, forbidden 110, 133 

Sub-marine battery, Colt's to test 379 

telescope, to test 235 

Subsistence [see pay.) 

Superintendent of naval observatory, pay of. 377 

to be a captain, commander, or 

lieutenant in navy 358 

school at Annapolis, pay of. 375 

astronomical observations in Chili, pay of 377 

assistants to, pay of.. .385 

Supplies, how to be procured 104, 173 

agents and contractors for, to render accounts 104 

purveyor of, his duties, Ac 104, 172 

to enemies, or rebels, punishment for furnishing 112 

to be furnished by army to navy, when operating on shore 202 

to be advertised for 328 

purchased out of the United States, not to be contracted for 342 

Surgeons and surgeons' mates, appointment of 85, 88, 166 

pay of 86, 89, 153, 198, 276, 296, 360 

of the fleet 276, 296 

assistant, examination and pay of 276, 296 

and assistants, rank of 388 

Surgery and medicine, bureau of. 325 

Surplus fund, unexpended balances to be carried to 246 

Survey of the coast, authorized 158, 224, 283, 331 

Charleston, S. C, St. Mary's, Ga., and coast of riorida..263 

from Apalaohicola bay to mouth of Mississippi 308 

dry docks, estimated for 273 

the harbor of Memphis 330 

St. George's bank 158 

timber lands 216 

preliminary, to be made by officers of navy 365 

reports of, to be made to secretary of the treasury 366 

Surveyor, of lands containing live oak and cedar timber, appointment of.. .216 

office abolished 256 

Susquehannah, aoknoM'ledgments made to British naval officers at Ja- 
maica, for aid to the 420 
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Sweden, king of, indemnity to 287 

Swearing, profane, punishment for 107, 126 

Sword, Lieut. W. N. Jeflers, to receive a, from Spain 419 

presented to commodore Maedonough, duties on, remitted 257 

officers under arrest, to deliver up 136 

to commander H. J. Hartstene, lieutenant S. D. Trenchard, and 

master G-. F. Morrison, from England 415 

Swords, voted by Congress, to : 

Lieut. [Andrew] Sterrett, of schooner Enterprise, for capture of 

Tripolitan corsair 148 

Captain Stephen Decatur, for destroying Tripolitan frigate 153 

officers of Mediterranean squadron, who distinguished tliem- 

Belves at Tripoli 167 

Lieut. [J. D.] Elliott, for capture of Britisli brigs Detroit and 

Caledonia 100 

nearest male relative of midshipman John Clark 200 

Laub and Claxton 199 

lieutenant John Brooks 199 

midshipmen and sailing masters of squadron on lake Erie 199 

Champlain....206 

sloop Peacock 207 

sloop Wasp 207 

Sylpli, schooner, six months pay to representatives of officers and crew of. .228 
Syren, brig, prize to officers and crew of, for capture of brig Transfer 237 

T 

Tanks, iron, for use of the navy, to be provided 283 

Telescope, submarine, experiment of 235 

Terrell, George, right of way for railroad granted to 396 

Testimonials to medical officers of British service 421 

Testimony before courts martial, to be on oath 135 

Texas, naval officers of, provided for 412 

Thanks, voted by Congress to : 

Commodore E. Preble, officers and crews, for attacks on Tripoli.... 155 
0. PI. Perry, officers and crews, for victory on lake 

Erie 199 

T. Maedonough, officers and crews, for victory on 

lake Champlain 208 

Lieut. Sterett, and others, of schooner Enterprise 148 

British authorities at Gibraltar, in relation to loss of steamer 

Missouri 338 

Nicholas C. Nissen, Danish Consul at Tripoli 157 

navy and marine corps, for capture of Vera Cruz ...367 

Theft, punishment for 1^1. 132 

Timber, on hand, shall be employed as President may think best 103 

$200,000 appropriated for purchase of 107 

$200,000, annually for three years, appropriated for purchase of.. ..176 
public lands producing, to be explored and reserved from Bale..216, 273 

penalty for cutting or removing, from public lands 217, 274, 288 

authority to appoint agents and surveyor 216 

repealed 255 
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Timber, naval forces to be employed in protecting 267 

suitable for naval purposes, to be procured 273, 287 

live oak, growing on public lands, to be preserved 274,287 

duties of collectors and others, to prevent depredations on 288 

for a frigate and sloop of war, to be procured 293 

Titles of masters commandant pnd sailing masters, changed 302 

lauds. Attorney General to examine 310 

Tobacco for navy, exempted from contract 361 

Tokens from Great Britain, to E. K. Kane and others 404 

Torpedo, experiments to be made with 176 

Toulon, pensions to French seamen killed and wounded at 289 

Transfers, from one appropriation to another, to be made 171, 223, 281, 294 

349, 361 

repaid 308 

reported to Cong.. ..349, 361 

special account of, to be rendered to Congress 171, 281, 294, 349 

of appropriations for one year, not permitted to another 247 

heads of appropriation, to and from which to be made, specified.. 247 

of provisions, materials, or other stores, authorized 308 

from "clothing for navy," to another not allowed 352 

all prohibited 371 

Transfer of pension business from Kavy Department to Commissioner 

of Pensions 306 

brig, prize money to captors of 237 

Transferred petty officers and men, not to be disrated 109, 134 

Travelling expenses, ten cents per mile, allowed for 299 

Treasurer of the U. S., to disburse money for navy department 104, 219 

to receive and disburse money, accruing to pension fund 162, 284 

render quarterly accounts of pension fund 162 

warrants on, to specify appropriations 171 

duties as agent of war and navy departments to cease 268 

Treasury Department, better organization of 249 

notes, balances arising from loss on, not to be stopped from 

pay due 275 

Treaty in relation to African squadron, to carry intoefifect 329 

Trenchard, Lieut. S. D., sword to from England 415 

Tripoli, Capt. Bainbridge's captivity in ' 157 

Tripolitan corsair, capture of. 148 

frigate, attack upon 154 

Tripolitan war, declaration of, Ac 144 

attack and destruction of frigate Philadelphia in Tripoli 

harbor 154 

approval of congress for attack on Tripoli 164 

Truxton, Capt. T., medal voted to 144 
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Uniform for engineers prescribed 324 

United States, frigate to be employed S8, 145, 170 

to be equipped 145 

to allow pensions to families of French seamen killed at 

Toulon <133 

not liable for loss, ic. of vessels assigned to H. Grinnell 377 

V 

Vacancies, may be filled by the President, in recess of the senate.. ..90, fll, 94, 

101, 121, 196 

Vera Cruz, thanks of Congress to navy and marine corps for capture of. 367 

Vessels authorized to be built, procured, or purchased {see Armament.) 

by what grades to be commanded 105 

court martial to be held, to inquire into loss of 114, 138 

certain, authorized to be sold 145 

others laid up 174 

when out of repair, may be sold 157 

manner in which they shall be named 245, 417 

on the lakes, to be sold except two 272 

punishment for burning or destroying 208 

purchase of, captured on Lake Erie, authorized 197 

Cham plain, authorized 204 

proclamation fixing number of armed, to be employed on the lakes 238 

Ac, of the enemy to be seized and confiscated.., 65 

three to be detached, to test Lieut. Maury's discoveries 374 

lost or captured, pursers to be credited 364 

to be built 87, 105, 252, 372 

lost, wrecked, &o., authority of officers to continue 114, 139 

captured, how disposed of 114, 115, 197 

of war, four to be built and equipped 150 

to be employed in time of peace 166 

public, to be employed in the suppression of the slave trade 162 

regulations for seamen on board of private armed 1S6 

President to purchase or cause to be built 201 

on the lakes, to be sold '. 204 

of war, small, a certain number to be built 262 

appropriation for building two small 293 

equipped and armed, against invasion 305 

to be sent to rescue of E. K. Kane 400 

to be manned by volunteers only 400 

Vixen, officers of, may receive swords from Great Britain 415 

petty officers and crew, to accept money from same 416 

Vouchers, giving false, punishment for 386 
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Wadsworth, Lieut. Henry, condolence for loss of. 155 

"Wages, of petty officers, seamen and marines, fixed by the President 86, 89, 

95, 198, 353 
may be assigned, but men are to be discouraged from selling. ..109, 134 

punishment for forging papers, to obtain 269 

War, declared against England 177 

department, established 82 

Secretary of, charged with control of naval affairs 82 

control of naval affairs, to cease 92 

Warrants, to be drawn by secretary of the navy 171 

for navy disbursements, how to be drawn 258 

Wasp, sloop 189,190,211 

Waste of public stores, forbidden 112, 131 

Watch, sleeping on, punished 130 

Water Witch, attack npon,by Paraguay, satisfaction for 421 

White, Wixon, late purser, account of, to be settled 401 

Widows pensions, granted to..l79, 193, 222, 224, 237, 262, 276, 281, 292, 303, 363 
extra pay, granted to, for loss of their husbands..l47, 208, 222, 277, 288 

of those lost in the Wasp, 12 months pay to 211 

Epervier, six months-pay to 222 

Insurgent and Pickering, four months pay to. ..147 

Hornet, six months pay to 277 

Sylph, six months pay to 288 

and children of officers and commanders, and to Lieut. Elliot, 

for capturing brig Detroit, prize money to 191 

may receive bounty lands of their deceased hus- 
bands And parents 399 

act repealing their navy pensions, conditionally 262 

of ofBcers, &c., of Grampus, pensions to 335 

Sea Gull 335 

Albany and Porpoise, pensions to 401 

Wilkes' narrative, plates and engravings of, turned over to Smithsonian 

Institution 377 

Williamson, Dr. Thomas, to receive medal from France 403 

Winder & Mechlin's navy Laws and Eegister, purchase of, authorized 373 

Witnesses before courts-martial, oath of 114 

officers of government not to be paid as 378 

Wounded, prizes to form a pension for the {see pensions.) 
Wounds {see pensions.) 

Wrecked, lost, Ac, vessels, attorney of officers, &c., of. 114, 138 

pursers of, to be credited 354 

Y 

Yard, dock, to be established 189 

navy and depot, in Gulf of Mexico 271 

at Philadelphia, jurisdiction of. 274 

Memphis 334 

in California 381 

Yards and docks, bureau of, created 325 



